




EXPEDITION DIARY 
F o u r t e e n  CAT members r e t u r n e d  from I r e l a n d  on t h e  1st of  June  a f t e r  

p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  t h e  second o v e r s e a s  e x p e d i t i o n  r u n  by t h i s  s o c i e t y .  Two of  t h e  
main mining sites v i s i t e d ,  AVOCA and ALLIHIES, were examined d u r i n g  t h e  1983 
e x p e d i t i o n  though many new and s t a r t l i n g  d i s c o v e r i e s  were made i n  t h e  l e a d  mines 
o f  GLENMALURE and t h e  copper  mines  of BROW HEAD and BANTRY BAY. C h r i s  J o n e s  
o r g a n i s e d  t h e  e x p e d i t i o n ,  A l i s d a i r  L i n g s  p rov ided  v a l u a b l e  h i s t o r i c a l  and geol-  
o g i c a l  i n f o r m a t i o n .  The b r i e f  n o t e s  which f o l l o w  a r e  e x t r a c t e d  from t h e  d i a r y  
of Alen McFadzean. 

**********#=W**** 

24.5 -86 
We set o f f  from U l v e r s t o n  a t  8:30 las t  n i g h t ,  a r r i v i n g  a t  S t r a n r a e r  

i n  good t i m e  t o  c a t c h  t h e  3:00 am f e r r y .  We d i d n ' t  g e t  much s l e e p  on t h e  c r o s s -  
i n g  t o  Larne ,  pe rhaps  t h e  odd wink, and some of  u s  have been awake now f o r  o v e r  
f o r t y  h o u r s .  B e l f a s t  w a s  q u i t e  a s u r p r i s e ;  s p e e d i n g  t h r o u g h  t h i s  s l e e p i n g  c i t y  
a t  7:00 t h i s  morning w e  d i d n ' t  see a s i n g l e  s o l d i e r .  It was j u s t  l i k e  d r i v i n g  
th rough  P r e s t o n  o r  C a r l i s l e ,  b o t h  t h e  t r a n s i t  van and mini-bus p a s s i n g  unhind- 
e r e d .  However, armoured Land Rovers were i n  e v i d e n c e  i n  Newry and a d i s c r e e t l y  
s i t u a t e d  machine-gun p o s t  over looked  t h e  R.U.C. b o r d e r  c h e c k p o i n t .  

The copper  mining complex o f  AVOCA h a s  changed c o n s i d e r a b l y ,  many 
i n t e r e s t i n g  f e a t u r e s  having d i s a p p e a r e d  s i n c e  o u r  l a s t  v i s i t .  B u l l d o z e r s  have 
r u n  r i o t  and t h e  f i n e  m i l l  b u i l d i n g  i s  i n  r u i n s .  The headframe of t h e  Bal lygahan 
S h a f t  h a s  been removed though t h e  e l e c t r i c  winding g e a r  is  s t i l l  complete  i n  
i ts  i r o n  shed .  The e n t r a n c e s  t o  t h e  Knight  Tunne l ,  t h e  huge a c c e s s  i n c l i n e ,  and 
t h e  d r a i n a g e  l e v e l  by t h e  main r o a d ,  have been blocked.  A l l  t h e  o f f i c e s  are 
i n  a s t a t e  of d e r e l i c t i o n ,  p a p e r s  and l e d g e r s  r o t t i n g  on t h e  f l o o r s .  

A l l  t h e  o l d  e n g i n e  houses  a r e  s t i l l  i n t a c t  though t h e  b i g  chimney 
up a t  Bal lymurtagh h a s  been demolished.  Every s h a f t  h a s  been capped w i t h  conc- 
rete and a l l  o p e n c a s t  workings  fenced  o f f  w i t h  e i g t h - f o o t  h i g h  mesh. 

We are now camping i n  GLENMALURE, a remote  v a l l e y  i n  t h e  Wicklow 
Mountains once famous f o r  i ts  l e a d  mining i n d u s t r y .  It is midn igh t  and t h e  r a i n  
is  t h r a s h i n g  down on t h e  van r o o f .  The g h o s t  of F i a c h  McHugh O'Byrne,  a 
c e l e b r a t e d  l o c a l  h e r o  who p u t  t o  t h e  s w o r d ' s  edge  a p u n i t i v e  f o r c e  of E n g l i s h  
s o l d i e r y  i n  t h i s  ve ry  s p o t ,  i s  s t a l k i n g  th rough  t h e  bog. 

25.5.86. 
Got up a t  8:30 t o  f i n d  t h e  morning w a r m  and p l e a s a n t .  A f t e r  break- 

f a s t  w e  examined an  o l d  c r u s h i n g  house ,  i n  t h e  t r e e s  on t h e  s o u t h e r n  s i d e  o f  
t h e  v a l l e y .  T h i s  b u i l d i n g  had t h e  d imens ions  and appearance  of a C o r n i s h  beam 
e n g i n e  house  b u t  t h e  bob-wall and c y l i n d e r  f o u n d a t i o n s  were a b s e n t .  I n s t e a d  
t h e r e  was a n  a p e r t u r e  i n  t h e  e a s t e r n  w a l l ,  t h o u g h t  t o  have been f o r  a water-  
wheel s h a f t  t o  p a s s  t h r o u g h ,  and a c r u d e  hopper a t  t h e  f o o t  of t h e  s o u t h e r n  
w a l l .  O u t s i d e  t h e r e  a p p e a r  t o  be  t h e  remains  of a waterwheel  p i t  and leats .  
T h i s  is  a l l ,  by t h e  way, c o n j e c t u r e ,  though w e  are q u i t e  s u r e  w e  a r e  c o r r e c t  
i n  o u r  t h i n k i n g .  While t h e  b u i l d i n g  was be ing  examined L i n g s ,  M e r r i n ,  B lezard  
and S i b b a l d  climbed. t h e  s t e e p  v a l l e y  s i d e s  t o  t h e  mines  o f  Bal lynagoneen,  f i n d -  
i n g  a l l  t h e  e n t r a n c e s  c o l l a p s e d .  On t h e  o p p o s i t e  s l o p e  one l e v e l  was s t i l l  open 
a t  t h e  Baravore  mine though t h i s  was very  s h o r t  and n o t  wor th  Dave Br idge  
f i l l i n g  h i s  wellies w i t h  d i r t y  water t o  e x p l o r e  it .  

A f t e r  c o f f e e  w e  set o f f  f o r  t h e  main Glenmalure Lead Mines f u r t h e r  
down t h e  v a l l e y .  However, t h e  same p i c t u r e  p r e s e n t e d  i t s e l f  h e r e  a s w e l l ,  a l l  
t h e  a d i t  l e v e l s  c o l l a p s e d  and j u s t  a c o u p l e  of t h e  h i g h e r  c r o s s c u t s  open,  t h e s e  
runn ing  i n t o  s h a t t e r e d  ground where t h e y  e n t e r e d  t h e  workings  on t h e  B a l l i n a f -  
unshogue Vein.  M i t c h e l l  l o c a t e d  a narrow masonery-lined s h a f t  i n  t h e  woods, 
though t h i s  was f l o o d e d  a b o u t  f o r t y - f i v e  f e e t  down, a shame because  it dropped 
o n t o  what a p p e a r s  t o  have been t h e  main a d i t  l e v e l .  J o n e s  made t h e  d e s c e n t .  The 
masonery g i n g i n g  formed t h e  f i r s t  f o r t y  f e e t  of t h e  s h a f t  and t h i s ,  a l t h o u g h  
e x p e r t l y  c o n s t r u c t e d  and s t i l l  i n t a c t ,  was r e s t i n g  on r o t t e n  t i m b e r .  

Glenmalure Mine h a s  been a l a r g e  o p e r a t i o n  - a shame we c o u l d n ' t  



win i n t o  t h e  main workings .  The o r e  was c r u s h e d  and s m e l t e d  on s i t e  and a l t h o u g h  
none of t h e  r e l e v a n t  b u i l d i n g s  remains, t h e  t i p s  and g raded  waste h e a p s  are 
q u i t e  e x t e n s i v e .  

I n  t h e  e v e n i n g  a small p a r t y  walked t o  t h e  head o f  Glendalough and 
examined a n o t h e r  l e a d  mining s i t e ,  f i n d i n g  amongst o t h e r  t h i n g s  a n  o l d  c r u s h e r .  

26.5.86. 
We were b r e a k f a s t e d  and away f o r  10:30,  head ing  f o r  t h e  south-west .  

We a r r i v e d  i n  S c h u l l  a t  7:00 pm a f t e r  p a s s i n g  t h r o u g h  Cork C i t y  and a p l e t h o r a  
o f  l i t t l e  towns,  Bandon, Dunmanway, Sk ibbereen .  No mines  v i s i t e d  t o d a y  though 
t h e  t r a n s i t  van c o n t i n g e n t  ( J o n e s ,  McFadzean and S i b b a l d )  g l a n c e d  b r i e f l y  round 
a n  o l d  slate q u a r r y  t h e y  s p i e d  from t h e  road .  T h e r e  was a t a l l  masonery chimney, 
t h e  s o l e  v i s i b l e  remains  o f  a winding e n g i n e  t h a t  had once  p rov ided  mot ion on 
a n  i n c l i n e d  tramway. On t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  t i p  was a memorial  t o  t h e  men who had 
been k i l l e d  w h i l s t  working i n  t h e  q u a r r y .  An o l d  chap p a s s i n g  a l o n g  t h e  r o a d  
informed u s  t h a t  q u a r r y i n g  i n  t h e  area had f i n a l l y  c e a s e d  s e v e n  y e a r s  ago.  

We are now f i r m l y  e n t r e n c h e d  i n  S c h u l l ,  a f i s h i n g  v i l l a g e  h u d d l i n g  
round a cove  of Roar ingwater  Bay. The P u r i s t s  have p i t c h e d  t h e i r  t e n t s  and t h e  
D i s s e n t e r s  have h i r e d  a c a r a v a n .  The s i t e  p r o p r i e t o r ,  a l a r g e  man w i t h  a f a c e  
as brown and as wr ink led  as a r a i s i n ,  h a s  o f f e r e d  sound a d v i c e  - "You boys g e t  
y e r s e l s  i n t o  t h e  pub f o r  t h e  d r i n k i n  and d o n ' t  be w a s t i n  t i m e  c o o k i n  y e r  f a n c y  
meals. 1' 

27.5.86. 
A t  l as t ,  a t h o r o u g h l y  e n j o y a b l e  day.  We set o f f  e a r l y ,  a b o u t  9:15, 

head ing  f o r  BROW HEAD, a c l i f f - g i r d l e d  promontory t h i r t e e n  miles s o u t h  of S c h u l l  
and w i t h i n  e a r s h o t  of M a r c o n i ' s  p i o n e e r i n g  r a d i o  s t a t i o n  on Mizen Head. A f t e r  
some s e a r c h i n g  w e  found t h e  remains  o f  t h e  Brow Head Mine d r e s s i n g  f l o o r s ,  
perched on t h e  ve ry  crest o f  t h e s e  three-hundred f o o t  h i g h  c l i f f s  above trem- 
endous foaming b r e a k e r s .  The wind was l i f t i n g  t h e  foam o v e r  t h e  c l i f f s  and i n t o  
t h e  g o r s e  dykes  and h e a t h e r y  f i e l d s .  F a r  below u s  f u l m a r s  were g l i d i n g ,  seals 
bobbing i n  t h e  deep g r e e n  sea. 

According t o  L i n g s '  documents some s o r t  o f  wooden i n c l i n e  had l i f t e d  
copper  o r e  up t h e  c l i f f s  d u r i n g  t h e l a s t  working y e a r s  o f  t h e  mine. We soon 
l o c a t e d  what w e  t h o u g h t  was t h e  s i t e  of t h e  i n c l i n e ,  though no l e v e l s  c o u l d  be  
d i s c e r n e d  below, t h e  c l i f f s  b e i n g  smooth and s h e a r .  McFadzean a b s e i l e d  down a 
hundred-and- thi r ty  f e e t ,  f o l l o w i n g  what was t h o u g h t  t o  have been t h e  c o u r s e  o f  
t h e  i n c l i n e ,  and was rewarded by f i n d i n g  g rooves  i n  t h e  r o c k ,  worn by a c a b l e .  
H e  never  reached  any workings ,  hav ing  r u n  o u t  o f  r o p e ,  though by t h i s  t i m e  t h e  
o t h e r s  had s p i e d  two l e v e l s  f u r t h e r  down i n  t h e  c l i f f s .  

B l e z a r d ,  L ings ,  S i b b a l d  and Westerman, u s i n g  a roundabout  r o u t e  
managed t o  descend t o  t h e  h i g h e s t  l e v e l .  T h i s  t u r n e d  o u t  t o  be  a b l i n d  head ing .  
I n  t h e  lower  l e v e l ,  however, t h e y  d i s c o v e r e d  two t h i r t y  f o o t  s h a f t s  i n  t h e  f l o o r .  
L ings  c l imbed back up t h e  c l i f f  f o r  a n o t h e r  r o p e  and Danson and McFadzean ret- 
urned w i t h  him, descend ing  a n  e x t r e m e l y  dangerous  g r a s s y  t r o d  t h a t  t h e  m i n e r s  
had used.  The l e v e l  was s i t u a t e d  on a narrow l e d g e  and was h idden  behind a heap 
of s h a l e .  The l e v e l  was q u i t e  l a r g e  i n  s e c t i o n ,  p o s s i b l y  6 '  X 6 '  w i t h  a covered  
s h a f t  a b o u t  f i f t y  f e e t  i n s i d e  and a n  open s h a f t  a f u r t h e r  f i f t y  f e e t  a f t e r  t h i s .  
We a b s e i l e d  down t h e  i n n e r  s h a f t  i n t o  a l a r g e  chamber t h a t  had a bad s e c t i o n  of 
roof  s u p p o r t e d  by a l e n g t h  of c a s t - i r o n  r i s i n g  main p i p e .  S e v e r a l  l e v e l s  r a n  
o f f ,  t h e  l o n g e s t  head ing  i n  a s t r a i g h t  l i n e  f o r  three-hundred f e e t .  One l e v e l  
went o u t  t o  t h e  sea, c o n c l u d i n g  i n  an  i m p r e s s i v e  square -cu t  chamber w i t h  a s h a f t  
r i s i n g  from it up i n s i d e  t h e  c l i f f  and a n o t h e r  d e s c e n d i n g  below sea l e v e l .  We 
were a b l e  t o  c lamber  o u t  o f  t h e  chamber and o n t o  t h e  rocky beach where,  w e  pre-  
sumed, t h e  s p o i l  had been t i p p e d .  

We d i s c o v e r e d  e v i d e n c e  of electrical  g e a r  i n  t h e  main chamber and 
a s t a c k  o f  r i s i n g  main p i p e s  i n  a head ing .  One i n t e r e s t i n g  f e a t u r e  was t h e  
t imberwork s u p p o r t i n g  a b a c k - f i l l e d  s t o p e .  A l l  t h e  wood was sound and c l e a n ,  
showing a b s o l u t e l y  no s i g n s  o f  r o t .  Although t h e  mine was worked f o r  copper  a 
d e a l  o f  t h e  workings  were set i n  what appeared  t o  be  good slate metal. On t h e  
c l i f f s  e v i d e n c e  o f  e x p e r i m e n t a l  q u a r r y i n g  was d i s c o v e r e d  on t h e  westernmost  
r i d g e  of t h e  h e a d l a n d ,  above a n  hor rendous  d r o p ,  where McFadzean u n e a r t h e d ,  i n  



a f r e n z y  t o  prove a t h e o r y ,  a n  i r o n  wedge amongst t h e  r o c k  d e b r i s .  Quarrying 
had a l s o  t aken  p l a c e  i n  a n  a d j a c e n t  cove where bo th  p u r p l e  and g r een  s la te  are 
s i t u a t e d  i n  a l t e r n a t i n g  bands.  

To round o f f  t h e  day w e  v i s i t e d  two copper  mines t o  t h e  no r th - ea s t  
of S c h u l l .  The f i r s t ,  Cappagh, had a t a l l  chimney and t h r e e  s h a f t s  though a l l  
t h e  workings  were f l ooded .  The second was Ballycummisk, though by t h i s  time we 
d i d n ' t  have t h e  energy  t o  c l imb o u t  of t h e  vans  and j u s t  s t a r e d  a t  t h e  t i p s  
th rough  t h e  windows. 

It is 9:00 pm and ou r  f r i e n d l y  p r o p r i e t o r  h a s  p r o f f e r e d  some more 
sound a d v i c e .  "Ah now l a d s , "  he  h a s  shouted  a c r o s s  t h e  f i e l d  from t h e  f r o n t  door  
a g a i n s t  which he is  l e a n i n g ,  " I f  ye r  g e t  y e r s e l s  i n t o  The Greyhound b e f o r e  
c l o s i n  t i m e  ye r  moi t  j u s t  f i n d  y e r s e l s  s t i l l  t h e r e  a t  two i n  t h e  mornin." 

28.5.86. 
We packed up and were on t h e  road  f o r  10:30, s t o p p i n g  b r i e f l y  t o  

examine some Bronze Age copper  mines on t h e  e a s t e r n  s l o p e  of  Mount G a b r i e l .  Next 
s t o p  was a b a r y t e s  mine above Dr i shane  Br idge .  Here were s e t s  of  c o n c r e t e  eng ine  
beds  and s e v e r a l  r u b b i s h - f i l l e d  s h a f t s .  P l e n t y  of b a r y t e s  s c a t t e r e d  about .  Sib- 
ba ld  and Westerman fo l lowed  what they  thought were t h e  c o n c r e t e  f o u n d a t i o n s  of  
ropeway py lons ,  runn ing  i n  a l i n e  ove r  t h e  brow of  t h e  h i l l  - b u t  t h e r e  were no 
o t h e r  workings.  There  is  a "Barytes  Quay" marked on t h e  map, j u s t  w e s t  of  
Drishane Br idge .  We t h i n k  t h a t  pe rhaps  t h e  b a r y t e s  was t r a n s p o r t e d  t o  t h e  quay 
v i a  t h e  ropeway from t h e  mine. 

The main s t o p  was t h e  SOUTH BEREHAVEN COPPER MINE o r ,  a l t e r n a t i v e l y ,  
KILEEN MINE. The remains  of  a waterwheel  p i t ,  s ingle-room c o t t a g e s ,  and o t h e r  
r u i n s  were j u s t  d i s c e r n i b l e  amongst t h e  impena t r ab l e  undergrowth of go r se  and 
b r i a r .  We managed t o  aseil  down t h r e e  s h a f t s .  J o n e s  exp lo r ed  t h e  f i r s t ,  f i n d i n g  
i t  t o  be blocked t h i r t y  f e e t  down. McFadzean, Merr in ,  S i b b a l d  and Westerman 
a b s e i l e d  t o  t h e  bottom of  t h e  second s h a f t  and fol lowed a r e s t r i c t i v e  and p a r t -  
i a l l y  f l ooded  l e v e l  a l o n g  a v e i n  f o r  several -hundred f e e t  t o  where a c o l l a p s e d  
s h a f t ,  thought  t o  have been t h e  s h a f t  down which J o n e s  had j u s t  a b s e i l e d ,  prev- 
e n t e d  f u r t h e r  p;ogress .  

L ings  d i s cove red  an  open s t o p e  i n  t h e  undergrowth and Merr in  a b s e i l -  
ed down i t ,  fo l lowed  by McFadzean and S ibba ld .  The s t o p e ,  abou t  f i f t y  f e e t  deep,  
was i n  a dangerous  c o n d i t i o n ,  t h e r e  be ing  many l o o s e  s e c t i o n s  w i t h  massive rocks  
p i l e d  on t o p  of each  o t h e r .  A t  t h e  bottom a s h o r t  f i l t h y  l e v e l  gave a c c e s s  t o  a 
an  e q u a l l y  f i l t h y  s t o p e ,  ve ry  s l imy  and f i l l e d  w i th  f l o o d  d e b r i s .  McFadzean d i s -  
covered a po l l - p i ck ,  complete  w i t h  s h a f t ,  embedded i n  t h e  mud. T h i s  was removed 
and w i l l  be c l e aned  up and p r e se rved .  

Tonigh t  w e  are s l e e p i n g  i n  comfor t ;  even t h e  P u r i s t s  have l e f t  t h e i r  
t e n t s  i n  t h e  van. The Q u i e t  Cont ingen t  have t h e  run  of  a ho l i day  c o t t a g e  k i n d l y  
l e n t  by M e r r i n ' s  boss .  The Noisy Con t ingen t ,  which i n c l u d e s  t h e  Marton Revol- 
u t i o n a r y  F r o n t ,  t h e  A n a r c h i s t s ,  and t h e  b l o o d l u s t i n g  h e i r  of  t h e  Butcher  of  
Drogheda, have r e t i r e d  i n t o  se l f - imposed e x i l e  i n  a nearby ca r avan .  It is a 
p l e a s a n t  May evening.  Ardgroom Harbour m i r r o r s  t h e  dusky d a r k  shapes  of  t h e  
Caha Mountains.  A s  we sit s i p p i n g  Guinness  i n  t h e  Hol ly  Ba r ,  s o  warming t o  t a l k  
of t h e  h idden  m y s t e r i e s  of  ALLIHIES, twe lve  t w i s t i n g  miles up t h e  road .  

30" 'l 

5- 'i - 
THC KILEEN POLL- PICK 

29.5.86. 
Another exhaus t i ng  though h i g h l y  rewarding day. We were on t h e  

road f o r  9:30 am and head ing  f o r  ALLIHIES. We s p o t t e d  a l e v e l  r i g h t  on t h e  c o a s t ,  
which w e  h a d n ' t  s e e n  i n  ' 8 3 ,  and r e s o l v e d  t o  look  i n t o  i t  tomorrow. 

Things  have changed a t  A l l i h i e s .  A l l  t h e  open s t o p e s  and s h a f t s  
have been fenced  o f f  and t h e  main a d i t  l e v e l  h a s  been blocked.  Mi t che l ,  S i b b a l d ,  
McFadzean, Merr in ,  Wilson,  Br idge  and J o n e s ,  a b s e i l e d  a hundred-and-f i f ty  f e e t  



down t h e  Skip S h a f t  t o  t h e  h o r s e  whim chamber on t h e  main l e v e l .  Blezard ,  Kealy, 
L ings ,  Danson and Westerman e n t e r e d  by ano the r  r o u t e ,  a low-level scramble which, 
a l though not  i nvo lv ing  any ropework, took s e v e r a l  hours  t o  complete.  

The c o l o s s a l  s t o p e s  of t h e  Mountain Mine, l y i n g  a l i t t l e  t o  t h e  
west of t h e  whim chamber, had ,  accord ing  t o  Lings '  wad of i n fo rma t ion ,  a t t a i n e d  
a  depth  of 1500 f e e t  a s  f a r  back a s  1928, many y e a r s  be fo re  t h e  mine c lo sed .  Our 
1983 exp lo ra to ry  t r i p  had n o t  t aken  u s  beyond t h e s e  f looded  workings simply 
because t h e r e  were p len ty  of  i n t e r e s t i n g  c o r n e r s  t o  look  i n t o  wi thout  g e t t i n g  
w e t .  L ings '  l i t e r a t u r e  a l l u d e d  t o  a  f u r t h e r  series of workings,  on a  d i f f e r e n t  
ve in ,  which could on ly  be reached by c r o s s i n g  t h e  water. Merrin took t h e  plunge 
and s w a m  t h e  t h i r t y  f e e t  t o  a  l e v e l  mouth i n  t h e  o p p o s i t e  w a l l .  He r igged  a  
s a f e t y  rope and t h e  rest of t h e  team fol lowed.  A c r o s s c u t  r an  six-hundred f e e t  
t o  t h e  Marion Lode where, i n  t h e  f o o t  of a huge s t o p e  i n  two-feet of inky b lack  
water, s tood  a sheave wheel ,  an  upturned t u b ,  and two magn i f i cea t  k i b b l e s .  The 
whole p l ace  reeked of bad a i r  s o  w e  had a s w i f t  look  about  t hen  made t r a c k s ,  
no t ing  a  l a r g e  compressed-air  p ipe  d i s appea r ing  i n t o  t h e  mirky dep ths  of a  
f looded s h a f t .  A t r i a l  l e v e l  a t  t h e  wes te rn  ex t r emi ty  of t h e  s t o p e  fol lowed t h e  
v e i n  f o r  three-hundred f e e t .  

Back i n  t h e  main s t o p e s ,  Merrin fol lowed t h e  workings westwards,  
swimming wi th  a  rope a t t a c h e d  t o  him, and reached t h e  end a f t e r  c l imbing o u t  
and scrambling over a f a l s e  f l o o r  pos i t i oned  about  t e n  f e e t  above t h e  water. He 
found a n  o l d  shovel  and s t r e a k s  of secondary m i n e r a l i z a t i o n  on t h e  w a l l s  of 
t h e  s tope .  The f i n a l  e x p l o r a t o r y  excu r s ion  took p l ace  i n  t h e  e a s t e r n  s t o p e s  of 
t h e  same ve in ,  i n  a s e c t i o n  of t h e  workings i l l u m i n a t e d  by d a y l i g h t  f i l t e r i n g  
down through t h e  open c u t s  behind t h e  North Engine House. McFadzean a t tempted  
t o  a b s e i l  t h i r t y - f i v e  f e e t  down t o  wa te r - l eve l ,  through a gap i n  an ex t r ao rd in -  
a r i l y  wide f a l s e  f l o o r .  Halfway down a l a r g e  p o r t i o n  of plank p a r t i t i o n  which 
had once cordoned o f f  a  deep s h a f t ,  c o l l a p s e d  i n t o  t h e  water. Because t h e  way on 
passed beneath t h e  remaining p o r t i o n  t h e  a t t empt  was prudent ly  abandoned. 

During t h e  morning Lings  explored  t h e  two Marion Levels  which pen- 
e t r a t e  t h e  mountain h igh  above t h e  c o a s t .  H e  found one t o  c o n t a i n  two s h a f t s .  
We reckon 'one  of t h e s e  could  drop i n t o  t h e  s t o p e  where w e  d i scovered  t h e  k i b b l e s .  
(Subsequent ly  l ea rned  from Lings '  documents t h a t  t h e  Marion Levels  were abandoned 
before  t hey  reached t h e  o r e  body where t h e  s t o p e  is  l o c a t e d . )  

30.5.86. 
We drove down t o  Dursey I s l a n d  t o  drop o f f  B leza rd ' s  walking p a r t y  

then  r e tu rned  t o  A l l i h i e s ,  ascending t h e  cart t r a c k  t o  t h e  Mountain Mine. Another 
pa r ty  d i sappeared  i n  t h e  mini-bus t o  s c a l e  Ca r r aun tuoh i l  , I r e l a n d ' s  h i g h e s t  peak. 
The weather was a t r o c i o u s  (our  on ly  bad day) and enthusiasm l a c k i n g ,  though 
fo l lowing  M i t c h e l l ' s  s t o i c  example we  go t  changed i n  t h e  h o r i z o n t a l  r a i n  and 
waded o f f  t o  exp lo re  t h e  Marion Levels  w i th  Lings as our  guide.  Our dep le t ed  
numbers, b e s i d e s  Mi t che l l  and Lings ,  inc luded  Jones ,  McFadzean, S ibba ld  and 
Westerman. 

It t r a n s p i r e d  t h a t  t h e  lower of t h e  two l e v e l s ,  Marion No.1, w a s  i n  
f a c t  Farmer Murphy's Mine which w e  had explored  i n  '83. Th i s  was a long  d r i v e  on 
t h e  Marion Lode wi th  a  c r o s s c u t  t o  t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  Lode. The upper l e v e l  was 
several-hundred f e e t  long wi th  two s h a f t s ,  one immediately w i t h i n  t h e  e n t r a n c e  
and t h e  o t h e r  a  few paces inbye .  Lings a b s e i l e d  down t h e  i n n e r  s h a f t ,  which had 
a wooden l adde r  pinned t o  t h e  cheek w a l l ,  bu t  found i t  t o  be blocked about  s i x t y  
f e e t  down. The o t h e r  w a s  of a  s i m i l a r  dep th  w i th  b l i n d  l e v e l s  running a long  t h e  
ve in .  

We trudged o f f  i n  s e a r c h  of t h e  Great Mountain Mine bu t  were sep- 
a r a t e d  i n  t h e  m i s t ,  L ings ,  M i t c h e l l  and McFadzean being t h e  on ly  ones t o  l o c a t e  
it .  There were two l e v e l s  he re .  The h i g h e s t  w a s  a  couple  of hundred f e e t  long  
and te rmina ted  i n  a  f looded  sump. T h i s  had been d r i v e n  a long  a q u a r t z  v e i n  and 
t h e  spo i lheap  was q u i t e  a  s t a r t l i n g  co lou r .  The lower l e v e l  was perhaps a  hundred 
f e e t  long and d r i v e n  through a  very dark  rock.  

It is s t i l l  r a i n i n g  and t h e  caravan  windows a r e  steamed up. The 
Dursey I s l a n d  p a r t y  r e t u r n e d  i n  two groups a f t e r  being chased by bul locks .  The 
Ca r r aun tuoh i l  p a r t y  climbed 3414 f e e t  i n  dense m i s t  and are now shedding w e t  
c l o t h e s  i n  f r o n t  of t h e  c o t t a g e  f i r e .  Tomorrow w e  make ou r  r e l u c t a n t  depa r tu re .  



THE IRON ORE MINES 

The e x h i b i t i o n ,  'The Fu rnes s  I r o n  Ore Mines ' ,  s t a g e d  by t h e  Cumbria 
Amenity T r u s t  i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  wi th  Barrow Museum, was, w e  are p l ea sed  t o  r e p o r t , a -  
phenomenal s u c c e s s ,  s o  much s o  t h a t  t h e  c u r a t o r ,  Mr David Hughes, extended t h e  
running pe r iod  by a n  e x t r a  two weeks, p r o j e c t i n g  t h e  c l o s i n g  d a t e  t o  mid-June. 

Although t h e  e x h i b i t i o n  w a s  open t o  t h e  p u b l i c  from t h e  2nd of  Yay 
t h e  o f f i c i a l  l aunch ing  n i g h t  took p l a c e  on t h e  evening  of  t h e  6 t h ,  when Doctor 
B i l l  R o l l i n s o n ,  l o c a l  h i s t o r i a n  and a u t h o r ,  opened t h e  p roceed ings  w i th  a speech  
a l l u d i n g  t o  t h e  impor tance  i r o n  mining played i n  t h e  economic development of  
t h e  Fu rnes s  area. She r ry  and f r u i t j u i c e  wzre though t fu l ly  provided by t h e  Museum. 

L e f t  t o  r i g h t :  e x h i b i t i o n  
o r g a n i s e r ,  Lindsay H a r r i s o n ,  
Doctor B i l l  R o l l i n s o n  and 
museum c u r a t o r  Mr David 
Hughes . 

Much of t h e  e x h i b i t i o n ' s  s u c c e s s  w a s  due t o  t h e  coverage  r ece ived  
from t h e  media. The Evening Yail publ i shed  a n  ar t ic le  by t h e i r  news e d i t o r ,  
A l a s d a i r  Horthrop,  t h e  West Cumberland A d v e r t i s e r  managed t o  squeeze  i n  a few 
l i n e s d a  photograph,  t h e  Westmorland G a z e t t e  gave i t  a b r i e f  ment ion,  and t h e  
l o c a l  r a d i o  s t a t i o n  i n t e rv i ewed  Mr Hughes who informed t h e  p u b l i c  abou t  t h e  
masses of  i n t e r e s t i n g  photographs ,  odds and ends ,  d iagrams,  maps, and documents 
they  would see i f  t hey  j u s t  g o t  themselves  a l o n g  t o  Ramsden Square.  Such w a s  
t h e  r e sponse  t h a t  a few days  a f t e r  t h e  Evening Mail ran t h e i r  a r t i c l e ,  t hey  pub- 
l i s h e d  a n o t h e r  s t o r y  abou t  a Barrow man who had unear thed  a lump of  hema t i t e  
i n  h i s  garden.  The man is r e p u t e d  t o  have s a i d :  "I knew i t  were i r o n  o r e  ' c ause  
I s a w  a lump i n  THE EXHIBITION." 



Top: some of t h e  a r t i f a c t s  on show. Bottom: members s i p p i n g  s h e r r y .  

A l l  t h i s  would not  have been p o s s i b l e ,  of course ,  had i t  no t  been 
f o r  t h e  ded ica t ion ,  hard work, and r e s o r s e f u l n e s s  of a small group of members 
who gave f r e e l y  of t h e i r  time, and no mean amount of money, t o  g e t  t h e  e x h i b i t i o n  
o f f  t h e  ground. Chief o r g a n i s e r  was Lindsay Harrison.  Lindsay it was who set t h e  
b a l l  r o l l i n g  and saw t h i n g s  through t o  t h e  end, d e s p i t e  f r equen t  and p a i n f u l  
v i s i t s  t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l  with a back complaint.  Ace photographer and t h e  man res- 
ponsible f o r  enlargements,  colour  p r i n t s ,  reproduct ions  and black & whites ,  was 
Dave 'Bert' Wheeler. The Newsletter s t a f f  helped out  wi th  typ ing  and diagram work. 

Spec ia l  thanks must go t o  Pe te r  Fleming f o r  loaning h i s  e x c e l l e n t  
mineral  c o l l e c t i o n ,  P e t e r  Holmes f o r  h i s  s e r i e s  of photographs r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  
mineral  l i n e s  and mine l o c o s ,  Eric Holland f o r  h i s  a r t i f a c t s  sa lvaged-f rom Stank 
and Yar l s ide ,  and Russ E l l i s  f o r  h i s  d r i l l i n g  machine. 

Thanks go t o  t h e  s t a f f  of t h e  Library  and Record O f f i c e  f o r  con t r ib -  
u t ing  b i l l s ,  maps, and diagrams. S p e c i a l  thanks go t o  B i l l  Rol l inson f o r  squeez- 
i n g  us i n t o  h i s  agenda a t  s h o r t  n o t i c e  and f o r  d e l i v e r i n g  a superb and highly- 
i l l u m i n a t i n g  speech. And l a s t  but  not  l e a s t ,  a w r y  s p e c i a l  thanks t o  M r  Hughes 
f o r  h i s  p ro fess iona l  advice ,  pa t i ence ,  cups of t e a ,  drawing p ins ,  she r ry  and 
peanuts. 

Photographs by D a v e  ' B e r t '  Wheeler. 
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CONTROVERSY I S  STILL RAGING a t  t h e  Bonsor M i l l  i n  Coppermines Valley where 
N r  P h i l i p  Johnston,  an  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  s a l v o r  from Congleton, is i n  b i t t e r  dead- 
lock  with t h e  Lake D i s t r i c t  S p e c i a l  Planning Board over h i s  a t t empts  t o  conver t  
t h e  m i l l  s i t e  i n t o  an ' i n t e r p r e t i v e  c e n t r e ' .  Members fo l lowing t h i s  saga  i n  t h e  
Newsletter w i l l  r e c a l l  t h a t  i n  t h e  last e d i t i o n  it was s t a t e d  t h a t  C.A.T. is 
opposed t o  any development on t h e  grounds t h a t  t h e  Copper Mines have been des- 
ignated  a s  an Ancient Monument and any development, excluding genuine preserv- 
a t i o n  work, would have undes i rab le  consequences. 

Mr Johnston submitted t h r e e  sets of p lans  t o  t h e  L.D.S.P.B. The 
f i r s t ,  t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  of t h e  foreman's hut  f o r  e x h i b i t i n g  informat ion  and 
d i sp lay  boards w a s  approved. The second, t h e  conversion of t h e  powder house, 
complete with new extens ion e r e c t e d  by t h e  owner with no planning permission,  
i n t o  s t a f f  accommodation w a s  r e j e c t e d  on t h e  grounds t h a t  o f f i c i a l l y  t h e  build- 
ing  is non-existent.  The Westmorland Gazet te  r epor ted  t h a t . .  . ."The Planning 
Board c la ims t h a t  t h e  bu i ld ing  has  been put  up without  permission and i n  plann- 
ing  terms does not  e x i s t .  And according t o  t h e  p lanners  you cannot  change t h e  
use  of a non-existent bui ld ing."  I n  another  a r t i c l e  t h e  Gazet te  r epor ted  ..... 
" the  board is i n s i s t i n g  t h a t  t h e  bu i ld ing  should be re tu rned  t o  i ts  former 
state,  even though t h e  conversion is almost complete." 

A d e c i s i o n  on t h e  t h i r d  a p p l i c a t i o n ,  t o  conver t  t h e  sawmill ,  carp- 
1 ' e n t e r s '  shop and copper s t o r e ,  l a t t e r l y  known as t h e  power house, i n t o  upmarket 

accommodation f o r  up t o  e igh teen  people", has been de f fe red .  
The Copper Mines saga has generated p len ty  of i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  l o c a l  

press .  M r  Johnston has  been interviewed on s e v e r a l  occas ions  and h i s  views have 
been t r e a t e d  sympathet ica l ly .  Some of h i s  s t a t ements  and t h e  informat ion  he has 
provided, however, a l though repor ted  i n  good f a i t h  by t h e  r e s p e c t i v e  p u b l i c a t i o n s ,  
warrant  examining more c l o s e l y .  

Westmorland Gazette:  "I merely wish t o  educate  r e s i d e n t i a l  v i s i t o r s  
and provide informat ion  f o r  those  passing on f o o t , "  he s a i d .  

FACT: Mr Johnston has c o n s i s t a n t l y  t r i e d  t o  prevent  "people passing 
on foot"  from walking a c r o s s  t h e  m i l l  s i te ,  i r r e s p e c t i v e  of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  a 
publ ic  r i g h t  of way runs  through t h e  middle. Fences have been e r e c t e d  and huge 
i r o n  g a t e s  pos i t ioned between t h e  Youth Hoste l  and t h e  B.M.S.C. h u t ,  which is 
where t h e  r i g h t  of way e n t e r s  t h e  s i te .  An a t tempt  t o  have t h e  f o o t p a t h  o f f i c -  
i a l l y  d i v e r t e d  around t h e  boundary d id  no t  succeed. 

Westmorland Gazette:  Mr Johns ton ' s  a i m  is t o  r e s t o r e  t h e  main 
f e a t u r e s  of t h e  mine 's  workings, such as t h e  bu i ld ings ,  embankments and water- 
wheel p i t s .  

FACT: M r  Johns ton ' s  a i m  is not  t o  r e s t o r e  t h e  b u i l d i n g s ,  i t  is  t o  
convert  them i n t o  a v i s i t o r  complex and thereby alter them s u b s t a n t i a l l y .  Res tore ,  
according t o  t h e  O.E.D., means "To b u i l d  up aga in ;  t o  r e -e rec t  o r  r e c o n s t r u c t .  
To r e p a i r  and alter ( a  bu i ld ing)  s o  as t o  br ing  it as n e a r l y  a s  poss ib le  t o  i ts 
o r i g i n a l  form." A s  f o r  r e s t o r i n g  t h e  embankments - trees have been p lanted  on 
t h e  embankments without  any cons ide ra t ion  f o r  t h e  damage t h e i r  r o o t s  w i l l  cause 
i n  years  t o  come, hardly  t h e  a c t i o n s  of t h e  " i n d u s t r i a l  a r c h ~ o 1 o g i s t " M r  Johnston 
is now s t y l i n g  h imsel f .  

Lakescene ( A p r i l  1986): P h i l i p  has  t h e  wholehearted backing of 
Coniston P a r i s h  Council f o r  h i s  scneme. 

FACT: P h i l i p  does not  'have t h e  wholehearted backing of Coniston 
Par i sh  Council f o r  h i s  scheme. I n i t i a l l y ,  when h i s  i n t e n t i o n s  were made publ ic  
s e v e r a l  years  ago,  t h e  P a r i s h  Council d i d  i n  f a c t  express  t h e i r  suppor t .  That 
s i t u a t i o n  has  now changed and a counc i l  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  has w r i t t e n  t o  Lakescene 
informing them of t h i s .  



MD STILL AT THE COPPER MINES, rumours t h a t  t h e  major land owners of t h e  f e l l s  
.above Coniston,  Rydal E s t a t e s ,  a r e  t o  have a l l  t h e  l e v e l s  gated and s h a f t s  

secure ly  fenced o f f  proved t o  be p i e  i n  t h e  sky when t h e  E s t a t e s '  r e p r e s e n t a t -  
i v e s ,  F i she r  Hoggarth , informed CAT s e c r e t a r y ,  Dave Blundel l  , t h a t  t h e  Estates ' 
i n s u r e r s  were q u i t e  happy with t h e  e x i s t i n g  s a f e t y  measures. 

The newly formed Coniston Mines S a f e t y  Committee, s e t  up p r imar i ly  
t o  c a r r y  o u t  t h e  g a t i n g  and fenc ing ,  seems now t o  be defunct  before  it has  had 
time t o  d i s t r i b u t e  t h e  minutes of t h e  inaugura l  meeting. The S a f e t y  Committee, 
which is composed of r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  from CAT, t h e  Lakeland Mines and Q u a r r i e s  
Trus t  ( a l s o  NAMHO members), , t h e  Cumbria Ore Mines Rescue Uni t ,  and t h e  Plann- 
i n g  Board Ranger Se rv ice ,  was founded on t h e  11th  of A p r i l  i n  t h e  Crown Hote l ,  
Coniston, a t  a  meeting c a l l e d  by C h r i s  Lane, of t h e  L..M.Q.T., who claimed t h a t  
Rydal E s t a t e s  had contac ted  him express ing  t h e i r  i n t e n t i o n  t o  r e s t r i c t  access  
t o  t h e  mines. 

- Somehow, somewhere, wires have been c rossed .  Hopefully w e ' l l  have 
a  f u l l  explanat ion  f o r  t h e  next  e d i t i o n .  Meanwhile, s i g h s  of r e l i e f  a r e  t h e  
o rde r  of t h e  day - access remains u n r e s t r i c t e d ,  no g a t e s ,  no ugly fences ,  no 
unneccessary committees. 

I A N  MATHIESON i s  t o  g ive  two i l l u s t r a t e d  l e c t u r e s  on t h e  Coniston Copper Hines,  
f e a t u r i n g  many of h i s  s p e c t a c u l a r  s l i d e s ,  on Sunday t h e  13 th  of J u l y  a t  3:00 pm 
and 7:30 pm i n  t h e  Mechanics1 I n s t i t u t e ,  Coniston v i l l a g e  c e n t r e .  A r t i f a c t s ,  
p lans ,  surveys,  and mineral  c o l l e c t i o n s  w i l l  be on d i s p l a y .  There w i l l  be a  
small charge  a t  t h e  door,  but  a l l  proceeds .go t o  c l u b  funds.  For more d e t a i l s  
r i n g  Ian .  P o s t e r s  placed a t  s t r a t e g i c  p o i n t s  around Coniston w i l l  d i r e c t  i n t e r -  
e s t e d  p a r t i e s  t o  t h e  exac t  l o c a t i o n .  

THERE WILL BE NO WEDNESDAY SOCIAL EVENINGS dur ing J u l y  and August, t h e  next  one 
being on t h e  10th of  September a t  t h e  Farmers1 A r m s ,  Lowick, when Ronnie Calvin  
w i l l  t r e a t  us t o  more s l i d e s  from h i s  unique and seemingly limitless c o l l e c t i o n .  
A l l  members a r e  urged t o  br ing  t h e i r  s l i d e s  a long f o r  an a i r i n g  and c o n t r i b u t e  
t o  what has  become a  thoroughly enjoyable  evening.  Remember - second Wednesday 
of every month from September t o  June - 8:00 pm prompt. 

A VISIT TO THE INDUSTRIAL REMAINS OF TYNESIDE has been arranged f o r  t h e  27th 
of September. Don Borthwick has  k ind ly  o f f e r e d  t o  conduct members on a  guided 
t o u r  of t h e  mining remains, and o t h e r  i n t e r e s t i n g  i n d u s t r i a l  f e a t u r e s ,  which 
l i t t e r  h i s  neck of t h e  woods. Some of t h e  many l o c a t i o n s  t h a t  w i l l  be v i s i t e d  
inc lude  t h e  r u i n s  of S t y b l i c k  C o l l i e r y ,  Lemington Glass Cone, Newcastle Quay 
Side ,  and Washington 'F'  P i t  museum. A mini-bus w i l l  run  from Furness provided 
s u f f i c i e n t  bookings a r e  made. Members wishing t o  book a  s e a t  p l e a s e  r i n g  Alen 
McFadzean on 0229 64172. 

FOLLOWING THE SUCCESS of CAT's two v i s i t s  t o  Eire, p lans  are underway t o  launch 
a  series of overseas  r e sea rch  exped i t ions ,  t h e  f i r s t  one t ak ing  p lace  i n  1988. 
The o b j e c t  of t h e s e  exped i t ions  is t o  exp lo re ,  s tudy and record ,  as s c i e n t i f i c -  
a l l y  and p rac t i cab ly  a s  p o s s i b l e ,  t h e  mines of a  p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a  and t o  have 
t h e  r e s u l t s  published.  Transpor t  w i l l  be subs id i sed  from a  s p e c i a l  exped i t ion  
fund so  t h a t  p a r t i c i p a n t s  w i l l  be under an  o b l i g a t i o n  t o  regard  t h e  expedt ions  
as a  s e r i o u s  undertaking and t h e r e f o r e  do t h e i r  b i t .  

The exped i t ions  w i l l  be open t o  a l l  CAT members though s e v e r a l  
p laces  w i l l  be reserved f o r  members of any N.A.M.H.O. member group who 
possess a  s p e c i f i c  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  a r e a s  t o  be v i s i t e d  - t h e  reason f o r  t h i s  i s  
twofold: 1 )  t o  ensure  t h e  exped i t ions  a q u i r e  a s  much background knowledge and 
e x p e r t i s e  a s  is p o s s i b l e  2)  t o  promote t h e  exchange of informat ion  and s t r eng then  
t h e  t ies of f r i e n d s h i p  and coopera t ion  between CAT and t h e  o t h e r  member groups 
of N.A.M.H.O. 



The f i r s t  exped i t ion ,  scheduled f o r  Spring 1988, w i l l  be coordinated  
by Alen McFadzean. No d e f i n a t e  p lans  have been made a s  y e t  though t h e  poss ib i l -  
i t i e s  of  v i s i t i n g  t h e  s la te  mines of  nor thern  France and Belgium a r e  being 
looked i n t o .  Any member who has  any informat ion  they would l i k e  t o  o f f e r  (no 
matter how i n s i g n i f i c a n t )  regarding t h e  s l a t e  d i s t r i c t s  of Anjou, Basse Bretagne,  
Fumay, t h e  Ardenne, Bassin D'Herbeumont o r  elsewhere,  p lease  do no t  h e s i t a t e  t o  
c o n t a c t  Alen. 

And from Bideford,  Devon, Chr i s  H. Jones  sends u s  t h i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  
s n i p p e t  gleaned from a t e c h n i c a l  journa l .  
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SERVICE OF COMMEMORATION THURSDAY 27TH MARCH 1986 

T h i s  s e r v i c e  was h e l d  i n  t h e  C o l l i e r y  y a r d  on a b r i g h t  b u t  windy day.  A s  one  
walked a b o u t  b e f o r e  t h e  start of  t h e  s e r v i c e  t h e  s h o u t  of "Howes t h o u  k e e p i n g  
Ron" r a n g  o u t  f o r  i n  among t h e  g r o u p s  o f  m i n e r s  were a l o t  o f  o l d  workmates, 
time f o r  a s h o r t  c h a t  w i t h  them. It w a s  time f o r  r e f l e c t i o n s  and good t o  meet 
your o l d  mates a g a i n .  Some you may n e v e r  see a g a i n .  From time t o  t i m e  one o f  
your o l d  Managers, Undermanagers and S e n i o r  Overmen would s t o p  t o  t a l k ,  a l l  o f  
them were i n  a q u i e t  mood knowing t h i s  w a s  t h e  F i n a l  C h a p t e r  i n  H a i g ' s  l o n g  and 
happy l i f e .  

Some of t h e s e  men had t r a v e l l e d  a l o n g  way t o  be a t  t h i s  S e r v i c e  f o r  Haig  was 
s t i l l  a p a r t  of them as it  w a s  t h e  c e n t r e  o f  a l l  o u r  l i v e s .  The S e r v i c e  was 
a s i m p l e  b u t  moving one.  You c o u l d  see t h e  s t r a i n  on t h e  f a c e s  i n  t h e  g a t h e r i n g  
a s  it p r o g r e s s e d ,  bu t  t h e  m i n e r s  o f  Haig would have one l a s t  go.  A l l  t h e  
C o l l i e r s  p a s t  and p r e s e n t  formed up t o  p roud ly  walk o u t  o f  t h e  p i t  y a r d  f o r  t h e  
last t i m e .  C a r r y i n g  t h e  l a s t  P i t  Banner t h r o u g h  t h e  c e n t r e  o f  Kells and on 
down t h e  h i l l  t o  t h e  r e c r e a t i o n  ground,  t h e y  were accompanied by t h e  town band. 

A s  t h e  p r o c e s s i o n  passed t h e  rows of h o u s e s ,  g roups  of p e o p l e  were g a t h e r e d ,  
most of t h e s e  peop le  had c o n n e c t i o n s  w i t h  Haig.  So i t  w a s  a q u i e t  wave t o  t h e  
miners  as t h e y  passed by. So ended a very  s a d  day f o r  as one now t a k e s  a walk 
down town you d o n ' t  see t h e  g roups  of Miners  s t a n d i n g  c h a t t i n g  i n  t h e  Market P l a c e .  

Now and t h e n  you bump i n t o  a n  o l d  workmate and t h e  t a l k  i s  a b o u t  t h e  wea ther  o r  
11 have you found work y e t ? "  S t i l l  a l o t  of them s a y  "why d i d  t h e y  c l o s e  Haig? 
f h e r e  i s  s t i l l  p l e n t y  o f  c o a l  down t h e r e " .  



It is t h e  same when E l s i e  and me t a k e  a walk a long t h e  c l i f f  t o p s  p a s t  Haig 
t o  Saltem. You s e e  t h e  lone  o l d  C o l l i e r  s t a n d i n g  looking  a c r o s s  a t  Haig and 
he w i l l  s ay  t h e  same "why d i d  they  c l o s e  Haig and l e a v e  a l l  t h a t  c o a l  t rapped 
i n  fo reve r?"  

Relatives, friends, miners and officials at the Haig, well wrapped up against the chill 
wind, hear the closing speeches. 

MY TRIBUTE TO THE COLLIERS PAST AND PRESENT 

The sorrow tha t  is mirrored in the  hearts  of womenfolk and families of 

Haigs tough collier breed, must also be tinged with relief, relief t ha t  no more 

husbands, sons and sweethearts  have t o  ply a dangerous hard and dirty 

game tha t  has cost  t he  lives of many fine men in order t o  earn  their  daily 

bread. 

This was the way of l ife in this area, in ones hour of grief, you did not 

suffer alone there  was always comfort  t o  be  found, for all around you, 

was this special breed of people ready t o  come t o  your aid, whether it was in 

your home, o r  an  accident and explosion down the  mine, they were ready 

t o  lay down their lives in the  rescue of a trapped collier mate, and some of 

them gave their lives. They knew no fear,  only their strength t o  toil, till they 

were beaten back by conditions tha t  no man could live in. It was a n  

honour and a privilege t o  work alongside these men all  my years in coal  

mining and I was and always will be proud t o  be  called a collier. 

R. CilLVIN R.N. 

Cover photograph of Haig P i t  and loco  supp l i ed  by Ronnie Calv in  R.Y. 



,%e humble Sat tarsby wishes t o  agologise most govel l iAngly t o  those mem'cers l e f t  

with egg o n  +he i r  lacss. It would appear that the ,32L'rX FGIL samples s o  generously 

given by t h a t  humble guru were faul ty .  i4ay t h s  ?i-Go9 of Vishnu s n i f f  the  a m p i t s  

of his abjectness. 

2rof. X. Thoole oz' the  manufacturers, Associated Polymer Research In terna t ional  Ltd., 

has contacted Mahatma Bhat t i  t o  apologise t h a t  they inadvertently sen t  a samgle of 

XLAd FOOL t h a t  was shiny on both s ides.  Using Codd's t h i r d  equation it is obvious 

t o  any f o o l  that mLLI FOIL w i l l  therefore exhib i t  l a t e n t  a m g m m a t i c a l  -moyerties 

causing it t o  t r ans fe r  heat both ways a t  once giving the  impression that bog all is 

happening, although of course i n  r e a l i t y  the temperature change is vanishing up its 

own infrastructure.  

I understand f r o m  the aforementioned Prof. Phoole ( ~ v r i l  t o  h i s  f r iends  ! ) t ha t  the  

samn~le can ;robably be mi?de t o  work by coating the  negative s i d e  with an organic 

Lhermal source such as Chicken Vindaloo but t h i s  of course is h w y  dangerous and 

anyone a t t e m ~ t i n g  it does s o  en t i r e ly  a t  t h e i r  own r i sk .  

Here's a n o t h e r  b r i e f  e x t r a c t  from t h e  North Lonsda le  Magazines of 
t h e  l a s t  c e n t u r y .  On t h i s  o c c a s i o n  t h e  writer - who i s  unknown - f i n d s  h imse l f  
i n  t h e  qua r ry  bottoms a t  Kirkby,  and w i t n e s s e s  a  s h o t  go ing  o f f .  

I to rnd  rownd a n f  l e e a k t  abowt me, a n '  I cud see r u b b i s h  h i l l s  on t f  

f e l l  f o r  a  mile o r  ma i r ,  an' t '  f e l l a s  keck in '  waggins o '  s t e e a n n s  ooer  t '  

b a t t e r i e s ,  a s  t h e y  c o f d  'em, a n '  f l i n g i n '  g i r t  uns down w i '  a  t e r b l e  c l a t t e r  

t o  t '  boddom, s l a p  bang on t u l  an  ahd howse ' a t  poor foke  hed b i n  f l a y t  o u t  on,  

l i k e l y .  Down be lah  wos Beean the t ,  Gr izebeck ,  Brou ' ton  Tower, Dunnerhowm, t '  mosses,  

a n f  t '  r a i l r o o a d ,  a n '  o '  t h a t .  Behin t  wos Cunnisen Ahd Man, S c o f e l l ,  a n f  a  l o c k  

mair, a n '  a c r u e l  lumpy coun t ry  ano ' .  

I leet  on a  chap gah in '  w i f  a  jumper f r a  t '  smiddy t o  yan o f t f  q u a r r i e s  

sooa I f o l l o w t  ' e m ,  an '  j u s t  a s  w e  g a t  t u l  i t ,  t hay  f y e r t  a s h o t  w i '  a t remendius  

bang, l i k e  t hunne r ,  a n '  smook com up i' clowds. When it cleeart o f f  t h e r f  wos a  

hooa l  b i g  enuf f  t o  hod o '  Ooston amaist, a n '  down i' t '  boddom t f  qua r ry  f e l l a s  

wos runn in '  abowt as rank  as mice i n  a  meeal k i s t .  I wos f a i r l y  g l o p p e n f d ,  sooa 

I mud a s  wee1 speeak t r u t h  a t  yance,  f o r  I n i v v e r  s eed  s i c  a n  awfu l  s p o t  i' o '  

m e  l i f e .  T h e r f  wos menny mair s i c  l i k e ,  bu t  I cuddent  b ide  t o  see 'em, sooa  I 

g a t  on t '  f e l l  s i d e  a n f  set o f f  t o r t s  t '  Chapels .  

T h i s  s h o r t  a r t i c l e  h a s  been inc luded  a t  s h o r t  n o t i c e  f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  of Mister 
Anton Chenylle-Proctor-Thomas, a gentleman from Lowestof t  who, amongst o t h e r  
t h i n g s ,  is l e a r n i n g  t o  t a l k  reet. 



Easter Meet- Mid-Wales. 

A superb turnout despite the weather which alternated between 

driving rain and brilliant sunshine and we even got a thin 

covering of snow on one day. Eleven people were present at various 

times over the holiday weekend. Friday was spent looking at 

various small mines around the campsite and culminated in a visit 

to Nant-y-cria mine which lies at the head of a remote,densely 

forested valley and which requires Forestry Commision permission 

to visit (yes, we had it). The mine was pretty insignificant and 

had been largely obliterated by the F.C. (not the 'Fat Controller'). 

Saturday was spent visiting various mines all of which proved 

pretty nasty with little to see, although it was nice to see 

Taylor's Inclined shaft at Glogfach. So if you're thinking of 

visiting Cwmsymlog, forget it! We also visited the Mid-Wales 

Mining museum at Llywernog near Ponterwyd, well worth a visit 

if you've never been before (I have also heard that at last the 

waterwheel, so long lying neglected is to be erected on this year). 

Sunday brought the certainty of a little bit of underground work 

at Cwmystwth and sure enough this proved to be the case. Entering 

Bonsall's Level Fawr the full team descended the inclined shaft to 

explore the lower workings. After this a small team of three pushed 

the shaft upwards to discover a fascinating hopper system. Above 

this was a ladder and this, in turn, led to a system of massive 

stopes, one of which had daylight filtering down from high above. 

All three decided that a future visit to this mine would definetly 

lead to an incredible through-trip of some 5-600 ft. in depth. 

Monday was a travelling home day although the whole party did take 

in the quite exceptional mine at Ystrad Einion. A very unprepoces- 

sing entrance which thanks to the attentions of an over-zealous 

landowner, meant one needed to be a contortionist to get through 

led to the incredible sight of the underground waterwheel. The air 

positively screamed with the warming up flashguns, there can be 

fewer more photographed places underground. In the car park 

Alastair Lings was required to demonstrate his ability to run 

100 m. in 3 2  secs. carrying 2  people. He failed though it was 

a good effort. He was also rquired to back up a claim (made 

in a moment of alcholic exhuberance) that he could cram 3  

chocolate digestive biscuits in his mouth all at once. Once again 



he failed, quickly running across to hide behind his Land-Rover 

to dispose of the contents of his ... 
A special mention should also be made of Phi1 Merrin who, not 

wishing to let the opportunity of a mention in the newsletter 

evade him made sure of a place by taking a shower and shave in the 

Ladies toilet at the campsite. Some less charitable members 

of the party suggested he may have been shaving his legs. 

An excellent meet but needed more holes in the ground 

although Cwmystwth would absorb a whole meet by itself. 

New Lamps for Gold. 

The club now has a supply of lamp tops and various other bits and 

pieces for Oldham Cells. These have been contributed by member, 

Ronnie Calvin. There are a small number of complete lamp tops, 

cable and lights also for sale priced between £5.00 and £7.50 

depending on quality. A new battery (Oldham Type T3) is only 

around £20.00 so this is a good way to buy a cheap lighting set. 

Contact C.J. on (0229) 63892 for further details, cheques payable 

to Cumbria Amenity Trust. 

Borthwick's Bequest. 

Don Borthwick has contributed a copy of Sir Kingsley Dunham's 

classic work "Geology of the North Pennine Orefield, Vol. 1". 

This will be raffled and tickets will be sent out with the 

next newsletter. Thanks, Don. 

Irish Slides. 

There will be a slide show in the near future to illustrate both 

the original journey to the emerald isle in 1983 and the more 

recent (May) one. Look out for the venue. 

Journal No. 2. 

Yes, it really does exist ...y ou should be getting a copy soon...ish. 

We have at last got a cover photo. courtesy of Ian Matheson. The 

cover will, unfortunately be b+w, the funds won't stretch to 

colour this time. 



f l e d 5  Reuieb by McF 

T h i s  is  a w h i s t l e - s t o p  meets rev iew.  A b s o l u t e l y  no t i m e  t o  e l a b o r a t e .  
Have j u s t  r e t u r n e d  from I r e l a n d .  The Newsletter is e x p e c t e d  a t  t h e  p r i n t e r s  f o r  
tea t i m e  today .  B a i l i f f s  hammering a t  t h e  shed  door  and t h e  t y p e w r i t e r  r e f u s e s  
t o  b a l a n c e  p r o p e r l y  on t h e  s e e d  boxes. 

Never a t t e n d e d  t h e  Dale Head meet on t h e  1 6 t h  o f  March, n e i t h e r  
have I r e c e i v e d  a r e p o r t  from t h e  meet l e a d e r ,  S e c r e t a r y  B l u n d e l l .  E x i t  Dale Head. 

J o n e s  is  p r e p a r i n g  d e t a i l s  of t h e  Welsh meet. E x i t  Wales. 

Eag le  Crag Mine, 1 3 t h  o f  A p r i l .  Hold it  r i g h t  t h e r e .  Vague memories 
o f  wind and snow, l o n g  l i n e s  of shambling p e a s a n t r y  t w i s t i n g  a l o n g  a grey 
v a l l e y  bot tom,  T y l e r  l u r c h i n g  among t h e  b o u l d e r s ,  c r a z i l y  s w a t t i n g  h i s  d a u g h t e r  
behind t h e  ear w i t h  a n  ice-axe f o r  d r i n k i n g  t h e  c o f f e e  b e f o r e  d i n n e r  t i m e .  Good 
job  s h e  d i d n ' t  eat t h e  sandwiches .  Yes, I remember Eag le  Crag Mine, I r e c a l l  
t h e  l o n g  winding l e v e l s  w i t h  t h e i r  wooden rails., t h e  gleaming w h i t e  walls o f  
h y d r o z i n c i t e ,  t h e  e n i g m a t i c  r u i n s  perched h i g h  i n  t h e  c r a g s .  And t h e n  t h e r e  was 
t h e  open s t o p e  on t h e  f e l l t o p ,  an  e i g h t y  f o o t  p i t c h  t o  a low p a s s a g e ,  a f u r t h e r  
s h o r t  a b s e i l  t o  t h e  c r u s h e d  s t o p e  bottom where a h i b e r n a t i n g  b a t  dangled from 
a w a l l  f l e c k e d  w i t h  g a l e n a .  An ex t remely  i n t e r e s t i n g  mine and a n  e x c e l l e n t  day.  
Hats o f f  t o  Mr T y l e r .  

There  was a good t u r n  o u t  f o r  t h e  T i l b e r t h w a i t e  S h a f t  meet. A l l  
members made i t  t o  t h e  bottom w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  of one i n d i v i d u a l  who i n a d v e r t -  
t e n t l y  m i s l a i d  h i s  f l a t  c a p  on t h e  way i n  and s p e n t  t h e  rest of  t h e  day l o o k i n g  
f o r  i t .  The water i n  t h e  Horse  Leve l  a t  t h e  f o o t  of t h e  s h a f t  was r a t h e r  h i g h  
s o  no new ground was covered .  

And on t h e  1 1 t h  o f  May w e  were back down Greens ide  Mine t o  push 
e x p l o r a t i o n  on t h e  Lucy Tongue Leve l .  There  was a good t u r n  o u t ,  which was j u s t  
as w e l l  f o r  t h e r e  w a s  a s t a c k  o f  g e a r ,  M i t c h e l l  b r i n g i n g  t h e  maypole a l o n g  
j u s t  f o r  a laugh .  We managed t o  s c a l e  t h e  lower  s t a g e  o f  Brooke ' s  sump (which 
r o s e  i n  t h r e e  s t a g e s  t o  t h e  48fm L e v e l )  bu t  found t h e  midd le  s t a g e  s e a l e d  o f f  
w i t h  i r o n  r a i l s  and s l e e p e r s .  No way on a t  p r e s e n t .  Commiserations t o  t h e  meet 
l e a d e r  who, on h i s  b e l a t e d  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  c a r p a r k ,  d i s c o v e r e d  h i s  c l o t h e s  i n  a 
heap by t h e  f e n c e  and t h e  car i n  which he  had bummed a l i f t  parked two miles 
down t h e  road  o u t s i d e  t h e  T r a v e l l e r s t  Rest. Which j u s t  goes  t o  show t h a t  pseudo- 
n o r t h e r n e r s  h a i l i n g  from Lowes tof t  shou ld  be  t r e a t e d  w i t h  c a u t i o n .  

P.S. Reminder t o  Mr P e t e r  (Did-you-all-have-a-good-day-?) Fleming. 
Meets beg in  a t  10:30 am, n o t  7:30 pm. T h i s  is becoming a h a b i t .  Watch o u t ,  t h e  - e y e  i s  upon you. L 
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Never a t t e n d e d  t h e  t r a i n i n g  meet though Don Borthwick h a s  k i n d l y  
forwarded t h i s  glowing a c c o u n t .  Over t o  you, DB. ... # 

S a t u r d a y  morning s a w  s i x  g reenhorn  CAT members a t  t h e  f o r d  i n  

L i t t l e  Langdale .  Resp lenden t  i n  t h e i r  new S.R.T. g e a r  t h e y  awai ted  t h e i r  

l e a r n e d  f r i e n d s  t o  come and i n s t r u c t  them i n  t h i s  n o t  s o  a n c i e n t  a r t .  

Were t h e y  t o  wait i n  v a i n ?  Were t h e y  t o  b e  l e f t  t o  walk lemming 

l i k e  o f f  t h e  c l i f f s  o f  s l a te  i n t o  t h e  abbys  below? A s  t h e  s k i e s  darkened 

up t h e  road came two k n i g h t s i n  s h i n i n g  armour (one set of s h i n i n g  armour 

b e a r i n g  t h e  l e g e n d  'Lakeland Heat Pumps - M i t c h e l l  Main tenance ' ) .  The 

o t h e r  w a s  t h e  n o b l e  k n i g h t  Thomas o f  S u f f o l k  v i a  F u r n e s s .  

Off t h e y  t r o o p e d  t o  t h e  p l a c e  o f  l e a r n i n g ,  t o  queue f o r  a s p o t  



from which to test the textile engineers defiance cf gravity. Gingerly, 

after turning our backs to the abbys and with words of wisdom and encour- 

agement from our chairman, slow descents were made until terra firma was 

regained. But whereas for those other groups around us it was once down 

then walk out, CAT funds do not allow the leaving of even new members at 

the bottoms of mine shafts so prussicking became the order of the day. So 

on went the CAT yo-yo, experience speeding the downs and tired legs slow- 

ing the ups. Then after some practise at 'change overs' an intermediate 

belay was installed, the passing of which our Guhrus Mike and Anton made 

look so easy ... well perhaps they were slow and hamfisted once upon a time. 
A very worthwhile day - much gratitude to our instructors. Full 

marks also to the weather forecasters, most of the day was spent with the 

meteorological conditions that hide the great scenic beauty of Lakeland, 

but keep the numbers of tourists to manageable proportions. 
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