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Summary of Society’s activity during the year  

1)  The Tilberthwaite Horse Crag level project has finally been brought to completion, with the 
water level throughout reduced to below wellington level.  
2)  Approval has been granted for work to commence at Force Crag No 3 Level, which will be undertaken 
when manpower is available. The work involves clearing the entrance and safeguarding the access to No 2 Level. 
3)  An enormous amount of work has ensured that the Society’s archive has been rationalised, relocated 
and substantial amounts of material have been digitised. This has resulted in the archive being concentrated on 
the old counties of North West Lancashire, Westmorland and Cumberland. Surplus material has been returned 
to donors, donated to other archives or sold. A long-term agreement has been reached with the Armitt Library in 
Ambleside to house the archive, providing appropriate secure storage for the irreplaceable items while 
permitting reasonable access for researchers. All material in the archive is available to members and the public, 
free of charge, either by visiting the Armitt or the website. The archive probably provides the most complete 
source of information on mining and quarrying in Cumbria that is available.  
4)  A most generous donation of the document collection of a founder member of the Society has required 
considerable effort to catalogue the contents and select appropriate destinations for the items that will not join the 
Society’s archive. A very large number of plans and maps have been digitised by the British Geological Survey, 
allowing potentially much more open access to the material (The existing collection of mine plans held in the 



archive have already been digitised and are available to the public). In cases where access to the original 
document is not required this will permit access via the Society’s website 
5)  The Society’s website has been very considerably developed simplifying large areas of the 
administration and allowing online access to huge amounts of material 
6) A greatly augmented programme of Meets both above and below ground ran throughout 
the year. This has been made possible by the enthusiasm of a member who has introduced the 
Society to Facebook as a means of reaching potential members. This has led to a marked increase 
in active membership. Advantage has been taken of the BCA Public Liability scheme to invite 
non-members to attend meets and helmets/lamps and cowstails are available on loan.   
7) After many years of lobbying and agitation by the Society a major program of conservation of the 
remaining Coniston copper mines surface features “Coniston Copper” is underway. Funded by the HLF and under 
the control of the LDNPA, the Society has provided speakers and guides to assist with public knowledge by 
providing both the historical background and demonstrating physical features out in the field. 
8) The Society is an active member of the “Mines Forum” which brings together similar organisations and 
such agencies as the LDNPA, the Environment Agency, National Trust etc providing a platform for considered 
discussion of mining and quarrying matters. Encouraged by the umbrella organisation for the industrial archaeology 
of mining and quarrying Namho, the Society is to assist in setting up a Mines Forum to cover the Northern 
Pennines.  
9) Four editions of the Society's Newsletter appeared during the year 
10) Research continues in Wales, involving both quarries and metal mines 


