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C H A I R M A N ' S  R E M A R K S  

1982 proved o busy year.  The o r i g i n a l  meets l i s t  d i d  no t  s a t i s f y  the  
more a c t i v e  members and a supplementary one was i s sued  i n  July. 

Most n e e t s  have been w e l l  a t tended.  Perhaps the  l a r g e s t  tu rnout  was f o r  
t h e  "working minet1 v i s i t  t o  Florence P i t ,  t h e  haemati te  mine near  Egremont, 
when twenty-two members a r r ived .  Other popular  excursions were t h e  annual 
Eas t e r  l e l s h  Meet, t h e  J u l y  meet based at Ashfe l l  Farm, Ravenstonedale, and 
t h e  Nent Head meets. Most important of a l l  was Coniston Minea N M O  Meet, 
a t  which we ac t ed  host .  A tremendous amount of  work was done i n  t he  mines 
weeks ahead prepar ing  f o r  v i s i t i n g  c lubs  and s o c i e t i e s  from a l l  over  t h e  
country. This  involved b o l t i n g  some p i t o h e s ,  l adder ing  o t h e r s ,  making 
p la t forms,  p u t t i n g  i n  new stemples and even &in& a new ent ranoe  t o  Fleming's 
Mine. When t h e  b i g  event  a r r i v e d  i n  September everything went f a i r l y  smoothly 
except f o r  queues a t  some a b s e i l  po in t s .  The main t h i n g  was t h a t  t h e r e  were 
no mishaps and everyone seemed very s a t i s f i e d  wi th  ou r  e f f o r t s  and guidance. 
CAT has  received a number of  app rec i a t ive  l e t t e r s  from o t h e r  c lubs  and 
ind iv idua l s ,  During t h e  weekend two new descents  were oompleted by abse i l .  
These were t h e  Old Engine Shaf t  and t h e  Bonsor East Shaf t  t o  Deep Level, both 
were 200 f t .  

A s  ou r  membership cont inues t o  i nc rease  so  does t h e  workload on o f f i c e r s .  
Some a r e  s u f f e r i n g  from our'growing pains'more than  o thers .  To ease  t h e  
s i t u a t i o n  a Meets Secre ta ry  was appointed and we accepted Chris  Jones ' s  
o f f e r  o f  he lp  wi th  our  Tackle. It seems t h a t  f u r t h e r  l o a d  spreading may be 
necgssery soon. Some of  our  i nc rease  i n  membership i s  due t o  t h e  a r t i c l e s  
on CAT appearing i n  magazines such as Lancashire L i f e ,  Cumbria and High by 
Chris  Jones,  and Meet Reports i n  l o c a l  papers  by Alen McFadzean. Also t h e  
s e r i e s  of broadcas ts  by E r i c  Holland on BBC Radio Furness. 

A new f e a t u r e  i n  t h i s  e d i t i o n  of ou r  news le t t e r  i s  a photograph 
reproduced t o  i l l u s t r a t e  t h e  a r t i c l e  on the  Coniston Copper Mines. We would 
welcome members donat ing a page o f  t h i s  s o r t  u s ing  t h e i r  own photos f o r  
f u t u r e  ed i t i ons .  The c o s t  i s  not  excessive.  A r t i c l e s  on Trus t  a c t i v i t i e s ,  
mines and mining, typed on 1Yc paper  wi th  a braod margin on t h e  l e f t ,  should be 
s e n t  t o  t h e  Secre ta ry  o r  Newsletter Ed i to r  f o r  t he  next  e d i t i o n ,  

We have had fund r a i s i n g  a a t i v i t i e s  during t h e  yea r ,  t h e  most successfu l  
being an  Auotion o f  v a r i e d  goods donated by members. This  r a i s e d  approximately 
£100. There w a s  a l s o  a r a f f l e  and a couple of  PippaDee p a r t i e s  given by t h e  
l ad i e s .  Many thanks t o  t h e  organisers .  Some o f  t h e  th ings  purchased wi th  
t h e  money were caving rope,  e l e c t r o n  l adde r s  and a dinghy. We, s h a l l  have 
t o  t r y  similar fund r a i s i n g  h ' s  i n  1983, so p u t  t h a t  u se fu l  o l d  bric-a-brac 
t o  one s i d e  f o r  now ! 

Well, t h e  Chairman has  s a i d  h i s  piece.  I n  c lo s ing  I would l i k e  t o  
thank fe l low o f f i c e r s  and committee f o r  t h e i r  work. E r i c  Holland has 
a c t u a l l y  missed t h a  las t  t h r e e  f i e l d  nee t s  i n  o r d e r  t o  g e t  t h i s  news le t t e r  
e u t  f o r  t h e  annual dinner.  Spec ia l  thanks t o  him ( r e se rv ing  t h e  r i g h t  
t e  sue him f o r  l i b e l  when I g e t  t o  see  i t  ). 

COMPLIMENTS OF THE SEASON AND BEST WISHES FOR 1983 



Frer t h e  Editor:  

I'm not going t o  keep you. I feel your Honechairman has s a i d  i t  a l l .  1982 has 
indeed been success fu l  and t h e r e  i s  every hope t h a t  1983 w i l l  prove l ikewise.  
I n  one respec t  a t  l e a s t ,  it w i l l  be a 'bonue yea r '  i n  t h a t  a f u r t h e r  news le t t e r  
w i l l  be prrduced around July. This i s  a l s o  NAMHO CONFEWNCE y e a r  and t h e  venue 
i s  Leeds I n d u s t r i a l  Museum, f r o m  Friday 10th June t e  Monday 13 th  June. If t h e  
previous  ones are anything t o  go by, it should be  a worthwhile event. 

Best wishes, 
E r i c  Holland. 

Christmas U n i n a  Puzzle - sen t  i n  by Max Dobie Esq. 

There a r e  FIVE mines i n  t h e  s i d e  o f  t h e  val ley.  Never mind which val ley.  Each 
work8 a d i f f e r e n t  WIN!3ML. Each i s  worked by a d i f f e r e n t  NATIONALI'TY. Zach 
miner i s  an exper t  wi th  a p a r t i c u l a t  TOOL, has  h i s  own preferenoe  f o r  dr ink  and 
h i s  own brand of  'baccy. 

A l l  you have t o  ds i s  f i n d  t h e  man who has  t h e  only wheelbarrow. To achieve t h i s  
you a r e  provided with l o t s  of va luable  infermation. 

The English miner works t h e  cepper mine. 

The. jpaniard i s  an exper t  wi th  a shovel. 

Coffee i s  drunk i n  t h e  l e a d  mine. 

!The Ukranian miner p r e f e r s  Vedka e f  course. 

The l e a d  mine i s  next  t@ t h e  i r o n  mine. 

!The Medium-cut smoker i s  good with a joke. 

Spun-cut i s  smsked i n  t h e  ba ry te s  mine. 

The miner i n  t h e  middle mine p r e f e r s  milk. 

I n  t h e  last  mine en t h e  l e f t  a Norwegian i s  hard  a t  work. 

St.Bruno i s  smoked by t h e  miner i n  t h e  mine next  t o  t h e  mine worked by t h e  
man with an a i r - d r i l l .  

Spun-cut i s  smeked by t h e  miner in the  mine next  t o  t h e  miner wi th  a sledge- 
Hemmer. 

Golden Flake smoker always d r inks  orange juice.  

The Japanese miner enjoys a p i p e  sf rough cut .  

The Norwegian works i n  t h e  mine next  t o  t h e  z inc  mine. 



Coniston opper Mines 
Here i n  the  f e l l s  above Coniston v i l l a g e ,  i n  t he  Engl ish 

Lake D i s t r i c t ,  was one of t h e  count ry ' s  l a r g e s t  - and long l i v e d  - 
copper mines. Mining i s  considered t o  have commenced here  around 

1599 u s i n g  con t inen ta l  miners and e x p e r t i s e  under the  p r o t e c t i o n  

of E l i z a b e t h ' s  'Company of Mines Royal ' .  Ear ly  workings were upon 

the  outcrops  of t he  ve ins  and with  t h e i r  bas i c  t o o l s ,  wi th  t h e  a i d  

of f i r e  t o  hea t  and f r a c t u r e  t h e  rock,  they  took t h e i r  workings 

down t o  r e spec tab le  depths ,and t o  f a c i l i t a t e  o re  and water removal 

drove l e v e l s  through t h e  hard  vo lcanic  rock t o  connect with t h e i r  

deepening workings. Traces of t h e i r  workings a r e  t o  be seen i n  num- 

erous p l a c e s  i n  t he  4 square mi l e s ,  o r  so ,  where the  ve ins  were 

found. 

Before the  l e v e l s  were dr iven  a l l  water and v e i n s t u f f  had 

needs t o  be l i f t e d  out  i n  wooden o r  l e a t h e r  buckets r a i s e d  by simple 

windlass o r  j ack - ro l l .  I n  t he  we t t e r  p l aces  up t o  h a l f  a  working 

day might be spent  ba l ing  ou t  the  water thus  and drainage tunne ls  

became e s s e n t i a l .  

The ore  was dressed  on 

s i t e  b y  hand t o  a s  r i c h  a perc- 

entage as p o s s i b l e  and packhorsed 

t h e  20 o r  so  m i l e s  t o  Keswick 

where t h e  smel te rs  were s i t u a t e d .  

They had s t a r t e d  mining a t  t h a t  

p l ace  many yea r s  prev ious ly .  

Even so cons ide ra t ion  was given 

t o  e r e c t i n g  smel te rs  a t  Coniston 

though t h i s  was never  proceeded 

with. 
Windlass or .Jack-Roll 

The 'Royal' concern was 

brought t o  a  h a l t  by the  C i v i l  

War dur ing  the l7c .  The f a t e  of t h e  miners has  long been specula ted  

upon,i t  has even been suggested t h a t  they were a l l  k i l l e d  though t h i s  

was c e r t a i n l y  n o t  so.  On the  o t h e r  hand I could imagine some r e s i s t a n c e  

being put  up i f  t h e  par l iamentar ian  t a s k  f o r c e  s e n t  t o  c lose  the  works 

s t a # r t e d  t o  wreck t h e i r  beloved equipment,and under such c i r cums tances  

could v i s u a l i s e  one o r  two being s l a i n  f o r  t h e i r  pa ins .  More l i k e l y  

they simply kept  a low p r o f i l e  dur ing  the  d i s tu rbances  - q u i t e  probably 

some made t h e i r  way back t o  t h e i r  homes. C e r t a i n l y  t h e  mining was 

brought t o  a  s t a n d s t i l l  though i t  d i d  resume i n  a  somewhat desu l to ry  

m a n n e r  l a t e r  i n  t he  century.  



A more s e r i o u s  approach t o  working t h e  mines was made by 

Charles Roe of Macclesf ie ld  dur ing the  18c. The a r t  of breaking 

rock with  gunpowder had by then been int roduced and he took the  

workings wel l  below the e a r l i e r  ones. Waterwheels f o r  winding and 

pumping were int roduced and the  p r i n t  below might well  have been 

one of h i s  wheels. A r t i s t i c  l i c e n s e  however,makes i*C i ~ a p o s s i b l e  t o  

determine i t s  p o s i t i o n .  Ore was dragged up the  uneven s h a f t s  i n  

heavy i r o n  buckets,  banging from s i d e  t o  s i d e ,  and even shedding 

p a r t  of t h e i r  load.  Snagging could r e s u l t  i n  t h e  winding chain p a r t -  

i n g  and the  k i b b l e ,  i t s  con ten t s ,  chain  and a l l ,  would h u r t l e  down 

doing damage a l l  the  way. It presented a  hazard t o  men climbing the  

i l l - s e c u r e d  s h a f t  l adders .  The main 18c. s h a f t ,  t h e  Bonsor E a s t ,  

was taken down f o r  more than 300 f t .  

Even a s  l a t e  a s  1789 the  concern was planning t o  extend t h e i r  

a r e a  of opera t ion .  They were s t i l l  a t  work i n  1792 when they had 

283 tons  of VCopper Ore Wayght". Three yea r s  l a t e r  they surrendered 

t h e i r  r i g h t s  informing t h a t  v . .  . . the  Coniston Mine has f o r  some time 

p a s t  been so  unproductive t h a t  i t  has  been determined to  d i scont inue  

the  work . . . . W  I f  by t h i s  they considered the  mine t o  be exhausted,  

subsequent events  were to  prove them very  much wrong. 
i 

It was about 1834 t h a t  the  wel l  known mining engineer  and f inan-  

c i a l  en t repreneur ,  John Taylor ,  formed a  p a r t n e r s h i p  and acqui red  the 

Coniston Mines. A t  t h a t  time he was a c t i n g  a s  manager f o r  t he  Duke of 

Devonshirefs  mines a t  Grassington and h i s  man-on-the-spot t h e r e ,  

Cornishman John B a r r a t t  was t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  superv ise  th ings  a t  the  

new Adventure. Mining began i n  a  proper workmanlike manner, s t a r t i n g  

-, _ .,- E a r l i e s t  p i c t u r e  of t he  copper mines a t  Coniston. 



.-  l with Taylorts  and Flemingts Levels driven in,to i n t e r s e c t  a s  cross- I 
c u t s ,  the Bonsor Vein 
which i s  the most import- 

an t  lode on the eas te rn  

s ide  of the  property. 

However, i t  became c l ea r  

t ha t  the  fu tu r e  l a y  i n  

deep mining f o r  the vein 

obviously continued 

downwards a s  s t rong a s  

ever.  

The o l d  water-wheel 

was s t i l l  i n  s i t u  but 

not  up t o  t he  demands 

t ha t  B a r r a t t t s  plans 

would have subjected i t  

to.  Nearby a well  engin- 

eered v e r t i c a l  rock s h a f t  

was s t a r t e d  and t h i s ,  i n  

due course, became known 

a s  the  b l d  Engine Shaft  . 
For many years  t h i s  was 

the m o s t  important wind- 
I n  the l7c .  Ore was packhorsed t o  Keswick. 

ing  s h a f t  on the mine; i t  was a l so  the main pumping sha f t .  I n  time i t  

w a s  equipped with a huge i r on  water wheel (over 40 f t .  i n  diam) and 

turning slowly, with i t s  dramatic backdrop of f e l l s i d e  and mountain, 

i t  must have exci ted  the  imagination of evry v i c t o r i a 1  v i s i t o r  who 

happened to  chance upon t h i s  wild i n d u s t r i a l  scene. 

Early i n  t he  l9c.  the  important Deep Adit Level was s t a r t e d ,  and 

t h i s  connected the o ld  Ronsor East Shaft  and the  Old Engine Shafts  and 

a l a t e r  New Engine Shaft .  It connected with the  overhead workings on 

Taylorts  Level and those a t  Thriddle ( ~ e d  Dell  ~ o o t )  on the  Flemingts 

Vein and t o  Thriddle Shaft  the re .  Whatever ore  l e f t  above a d i t  by the 

previous operators  was soon taken out  and the s h a f t s  began to  s ink  

below the  a d i t  l eve l .  A l l  of t h i s  work had been ca r r i ed  ou t  on the 

g rea t  Bonsor Vein but there were o ther  important veins on the  t s e t t c  

the best  of these being a t  paddies m d .  

It need come a s  no su rpr i se  t o  l e a rn  t h a t  many of the miners 

were I r i s h  and severa l  hundred, together  with t h e i r  f ami l i e s  crowded 

i n to  the  v i l l a g e  and surrounding area .  Times were very hard and many 

of t h e i r  ch i ldren  were put t o  work a t  t he  mine - on the  ore  dress ing  

f loors .  Although i t  i s  r a t h e r  d i f f i c u l t  t o  a s sess  how a l l  t h i s  affec- 



., t e d  Coniston,both i t  and the l o c a l  tradqsmen, and c e r t a i n l y  the pubs 

and beer houses must have seen a heightening of prosper i ty ,  c e r t a i n l y  

the  company contr ibuted t o  the  p a r i s h  r a t e s  and the  church. It a l s o  

a s s i s t e d  schooling and i t  i s  probable t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  a f a i r  degree 

of l i t e r a c y  i n  t h i s  otherwise q u i t e  remote region a s  a d i r e c t  r e s u l t  

of the  e f f o r t s  of the f i rm t o  provide a t  leas t ,  the t th ree  R'S!. It 

a l s o  b u i l t  rows of houses, fo r tuna te ly  i n  l o c a l  s tone ,  And although 

the chi ldren  laboured long hours they were n o t  subjec ted  t o  the abuse 

and c r u e l t i e s  found i n  the  c o l l i e r i e s  of the  per iod,  A s  a r e s u l t  of 

the  m i n e 1 8  presence Colliston owes a t  l e a s t  some of i t s  apperance 

t o  t h e  once proaperoue indus t ry ,  

After  some years  the  Deep Leve 

was extended t o  the workings on the  

ve ins  a t  Paddies End (now known as . - - .  
Paddy Bnd) and ore from t h a t  source 

was then brought out ,by horse-drawn 

mine waggons, t o  the  main m i l l  a t  

Bonsor. The l a r g e  m i l l  a t  Paddy End 

w a s  then closed down, 

Impression of Old m g i n e  Shaft .  

Duly John Taylor withdrew 

from the  venture,  perhaps d i s a t -  

i s f i e d  with t h e  r e t u r n s ,  leaving 

Rarratt t o  form h i s  own company 

and ca r ry  on. For years  the  mine 

prospered and a t  i t s  he ight  perh- 

aps some 400 persons der ived some 

employment connected within i t s  
Looking down i n t o  the  Abyss from 
bottom of the Chute i n  Flemingts sphere of inf luence ,  

Mine. 



had t o  be taken down to  the  

bottoms f o r  t h e  use  o f  t he  

workmen. 

The workings a t  Paddy 

End were very ex tens ive ,  

a l though n o t  a s  deep a s  

those  a t  Bonsor. The main 

ve in  t h e r e  was the  paddy 

End Vein but i t  was assoc- 

i a t e d  with  a number of 

o t h e r  lodes  some of which 

were very productive g iv ing  

r i s e  t o  such co lou r fu l  

names a s  f c a l i f o r n i a n  Bunch1 

- -  

The at tempt  by a French concern t o  recover  t he  t i n y  percentage of 

copper l e f t  i n  t h e  s p o i l  heaps us ing  an e l e c t r o - p r e c i p i t a t i o n  process  

i s  a s t o r y  a l l  of i t s  own. perhaps i f  t h e  men had no t  been c a l l e d  up 

t o  f i g h t  f o r  La Bel le  France (1st. World war) and t h e r e  had been 

continued improvement of t h e i r  remarkable (but  n o t  too success fu l )  

t reatment  p l a n t ;  and i f  t he  market had been more favourable  .... then 

i t  might have had a t o t a l l y  d i f f e r e n t  conclusion.  1t too f a i l e d .  

- 

Deep Adit Level Entrance. 
'The Great Open(, and o the r s  

A t  paddy End the  main s h a f t s  were t h e  (Gin1 o r  fp.E.Engine S h a f t , ,  t h e  

*Hospi ta l  S h a f t 1 ,  andtsouth S h a f t l .  A l l  t h e  workings below a d i t  a r e ,  of  

course,  submerged. 

- 

1 The popular youth hostel,  a t  t h e  mines, white painted,and very 

conspicuous amongst t he  more sombre r u i n s  of t he  Bonsor d r e s s i n g  

f l o o r s ,  was formerly  the  counting house and has  a l s o  se rved  a s  managerls 

res idence.  ~ l t h o u g h  the  presen t  day conf igura t ion  of t h e  su r f ace  

workings r e s u l t s ,  i n  t he  main, from t h e  1912. a c t i v i t i e s ,  y e t  enough 

remains from t h e  e a r l i e r  ope ra t ions  t o  provide an i n t e r p r e t a b l e  view 

of some 350 years  of t o i l  l aced  with  i n j u r y  and death.  

Even i n  the  presen t  century mining d id  n o t  cease e n t i r e l y  - from 

now on F o u g h  i t  was t o  be small  s c a l e  opera t ion .  The general  p i c t u r e  

was one of l i t t l e  success.  Reasons f o r  f a i l u r e  v a r i e d  but t he  end 

r e u l t s  were o f t e n  insolvency. 

The r u i n s ,  l e v e l s ,  and underground workings, a r e  monuments t o  

t h i s  i ndus t ry  and should be preserved a s  p a r t  of our  h e r i t a g e .  

- I A f i e l d  guide t o  t h e  mines has been w r i t t e n  (Holland 1981) and 

[publi?.hbd by Cicerone press .  This  i s  t o  be followed by a comprehensive 
_I. 



Copper ore  barge found by Holland i n  e a r l y  
1960's beached on the shore of Windermere. 

I n  those days, 

indeed s ince  very 

e a r l y  times, the  

lake has been poss- 

essed of considerable 

water-borne t r a f f i c .  

The n ine  had i t s  

own f l e e t  of barges 

and the  ore was 

s a i l e d  o r  rowed 

down t o  the  foo t  of 

the l ake  from where 

i t  was ca r t ed  the  

severa l  miles t o  

the small por t  of e i t h e r  penny Rridge o r  Greenodd f o r  shipment t o  t h e  

smelters a t  Swansea and elsewhere. Later  the ore  was car ted  the seven 

o r  so miles t o  the canal a t  Ulverston. lTpon the  coming of the rai lway 

t o  Coniston the water t r a f f i c  soon ceased and a  way of l i f e  was gone 

f o r  ever!  The ore was taken out by r a i l  and shipped from the then, new 

and important por t  of Barrow-in-Furness " i n  consequence of Ulverston,"  

sa id  Bar ra t t  t o  a  cust-  

omer, "only being a  

creek and the grea t  d i f f -  

i c u l  t y  i n  shipping. 

Long before the tu rn  

of the century the  mine 

was i n  a  s t a t e  of decl ine.  

when the crunch came, bec- 

ause of market condi t ions,  

the Old Engine Shaft had 

been put down some 212 

fathoms from the sur face ,  

(170 f tms . below a d i t )  ; 

New Engine Shaft  was 205 

fathoms below a d i t , w h i l e  
Shaw's timberwork by the  s i d e  of the  Old 

Deep had been taken Engine Shaft i n  1962 - put i n  during the  
i n  about 14 miles.  So c.1954 attempt to  re-open the mine. The 

woodwork and packing i s  now collapsed. 
extensive were the  work- A l a rge  boulder f a l l e n  from the s i d e  l i e s  
ings on the Bonsor Vein over the ladderway. Ef fo r t s  have been made 

t o  c l e a r  away some of the  debr i s  here. 
the mine took 5 years  t o  

f i l l  t o  a d i t !  Eowever, i t  I 
i s  a l l  r e l a t i v e , f o r  the make of water was remarkably l i t t l e .  Unlike I 

1 sandstone o r  limestone the rock here i s  impermeable and, indeed, water I 



h i s t o r y  i n  chronological  form and i t  i s  hoped t h a t  t h i s  w i l l  be on 

the  she lves  by l a t e  1983. 

The mines a r e  dangerous and should be t r e a t e d  with  r e spec t .  

In tending  exp lo re r s  should be proper ly  equipped and p re fe rab ly  be 

with  experienced people .... b e t t e r  s t i l l  t o  jo in  a  s u i t a b l e  c lub 

o r  soc ie ty .  

A.R.peters ou t  with f r i e n d s  f o r  an evening s t r o l l  took a course 

of a c t i o n  which he w i l l  never f o r g e t .  ~t ~ e d  ~ € 3 1 1  f o o t  he en tered  the 

fenced a r e a  and decided t o  jump ac ross  the  open s tope .  He c leared  the  

gap but s l ipped  back i n .  The alarm was r a i s e d  a t  the  yauth h o s t e l  

s e t t i n g  i n  nrotion what was t o  develop i n t o  a  dramatic rescue  operat-  

ion.  p e t e r s  had f a l l e n  i n  a t  about 18.10 on Saturday 22 Ju ly  1972 

and had sus t a ined  mul-tiple i n j u r i e s  inc luding  arm, h i p ,  and l e g  

f r a c t u r e s .  Head i n j u r i e s  suggested the  p o s s i b i l i t y  of s k u l l  f r a c t u r e  

and no morphia was given. The youth was s t r u g g l i n g ,  incoherent ,  and 

hypothermic and was brought t o  su r face  a t  03.50, i n  a  modified 

Neil-Robertson s t r e t c h e r ,  and c a r r i e d  down t o  a  wai t ing  ambulance. 

R e  was lucky indeed t o  surv ive  the  p lus  150 f t .  f a l l  but spent  the  

next 18  months i n  h o s p i t a l .  

A t h e a S t  he survived.  C.J.Willcox who on 1 5  Jan. 1978 f e l l  i n t o  

the s tope  q u i t e  c lose  by, d id  not .  The newspaper a r t i c l e  t e l l s  the  

s to ry . . . . . .  

- - , . -  

W: a motor engineer. 

boaOg .. . 



plan  showing t h e  open s t o p e s  a t  Red D e l l  f o o t  & e t c .  

EXPLORATION & ADVENTURE. 

l 
It w a s  back i n  t h e  601s t h a t  

~ o l l a n d  managed, wi th  some d i f f i -  
c u l t y ,  t o  persuade a few Red Rose 
Caveo& pothole  Club members t o  
f o r s a k e . t h e i r  beloved n a t u r a l  
caves and come over  t o  Coniston 
t o  have a look a t  what w a s  o f f e r -  
ed here .  The w r i t e r  had always 
considered t h a t  a r o u t e  e x i s t e d ,  
through t h e  o l d  s topes  i n  Paddy 
End workings, froni Levers Water 
down t o  Grey Crag Level (blocked 
a t  mouth) which connects wi th  
Hospi ta l  Level (open).  Severa l  
t r i p s  were made and a number of 
deep s topes  descended. I n  s ea rch  
of t he  f r o u t e f  we go t  down t o  Top 

I Level and f u r t h e r  l addered  down 
what became known as Windy Stope 
i n  t h e  1980 's .  The s p h i n c t e r  t i gh -  
t e n i n g  p i t c h  down t o  Middle Level 
was descended and t h a t  l e v e l  i n  

i n  p a r t  explored.  Eol land found 
a r a t h e r  unsafe  way down t o  what 
he named Pinnacle  Rock and gazing 
i n t o  t h e  inky depths  of the  huge 
chasni below he ( I )  had an i n s t -  
i n c t i v e  f e e l i n g  t h a t  t h i s  was 
the  e l u s i v e  way down. Alas time 
and t a c k l e  had run s h o r t  and pre- 
vented f u r t h e r  descent  t h a t  day. 
Indeed i t  w a s  t o  be t h e  l a s t  a t t -  
empt f o r  yea r s .  

There w a s  a  sho r t age  of volu- 
n t e e r s  f o r  t h i s  t r i p , f o r  on t h e  
previous ,  t h e r e  had been an unfor-  
t u n a t e  'near thing'. The l i f e l i n e r  
had al lowed c o i l s  of rope t o  l i e  

S on lo'ose rock  a t  t he  b r ink  of t h e  
p i t c h .  When t h e  rope was pu l l ed  
taught  a number of l a r g e  p i eces  
were pul ' led i n t o  t he  s tope .  We 
heard  them conling andhurled our- 



se lves  i n t o  any s o r t  of c rev ice  
which would a f f o r d  s h e l t e r  and 
we escaped i n j u r y  though the  lad-  
de r  was damaged. The rage of J i m  
Newton knew no bounds when i t  
was re turned .  lie managed t o  ge t  
hold of gear f o r  t h i s  l a t e s t  t r i p  
though a s  we discovered - not  
enough. It was on our way out  
t h a t  we had another  inc iden t  - 
nothing much r e a l l y .  A few cwt. 
of rocks decided t o  move s h o r t l y  
a f t e r  we had climbed up them. Of 
course th ings  l i k e  t h i s  always 
appear worse underground .. i t ' s  
bad on the  ea r s .  It was a l s o  bad 
on nerves ,  and d e s p i t e  a t tempts  
to  of f - load  the blame onto p e t e r  
R.  de Young (which he denied f o r  
years  a f t e r w a r d s ) , t h e  p a r t y  were 
heard t o  be mumbling th ings  l i k e ,  
l ' .  . . no t  coming again. .  . . too 
dangerous. . . . unsafe .  . . . i t  does- 
l n t  happen i n  cavesn(ask J i m  
Newton about t h a t ) ,  and so on. 

nog rescue.  ~t was i n  NOV. 1968 
t h a t  Roger Ca lve r t ,  Andrew Walsh, 
Duncan Baldwin, David Creedy, 
David Hodgson and myself decided 
t o  have a  go a t  South Shaft .  I 
had heard t h a t  27 days previous 
a  dog had f a l l e n  down a  s h a f t  i n  
the  f l o o r  of a  tunnel  hereabouts.  

Andrew Walsh and Guiness . 

A s  i t  t r a n s p i r e d ,  t h i s  was the  
s h a f t  and w e  found t h e  dog a l i v e  
and very weak a t  t he  bottom. It 
had survived a  s e r i e s  of f a l l s  
t o t a l l i n g  about 180 f t .  inc luding  
a shee r  drop of 70 f t .  Af t e r  a  
meal of a cheese and onion sand- 
wich, and an apple ,  stump and a l l  
and of course we made i t  beg, we 
ho i s t ed  the  mongrel up i n  a  ruck- 
sack.  Outs ide,  i t  was unable t o  
walk f o r  more than a  few yards ,  
( t h e  c r a f t y  bugger was ab le  t o  
beg f o r  food - mind you i t  d i d  
l e a n  on you while i t  s tood u p ) ,  
and i t  was c a r r i e d  down t o  the 
v i l l a g e  and subsequently r e tu rn -  
ed t o  a  d i s b e l i e v i n g  owner. 

CUMBRIA AJv!ENITY TRUST. 

The formation of the  C.A.T. 
w a s  adequately  covered i n  ~ e w s l -  
e t t e r  No.1. Not s u r p r i s i n g l y ,  
wi th  Coniston Mines being c lose  
a t  hand, i t  was here  t h a t  our 
a t t e n t i o n  was f i r s t  focussed.  
Af t e r  t h e  usua l  gadding about i n  
the  var ious  l e v e l s  I seem t o  re-  
member t h a t  we decided t o  d i g  
open the  long  blocked Fleming's 
Level. This was accomplished and 

Susan Holland a t  1st. p i t c h  
i n  the  f l o o r  of Fleming's Level. 



an open ended drum placed i n  the 
loose entrance f o r  secur i ty .  The 
cross-cut connected with the vein 
a f t e r  420 f t .  and was seen to  be 
taken o f f  l e f t  and r i g h t  upon i t .  
High s topes allow one t o  climb 
well up i n t o  t h i s  e a r l y  l9c .  pa r t  
of the mine. The f l o o r  i s  seen t o  
be backf i l led  and the hanging 
wall ,  which i s  very pronounced, 
i s  seen i n  the r.h. branch t o  be 
breaking o f f  i n  massive blocks 
held back by the waste. However 
a f t e r  a shor t  dis tance the h.  wall 
has come away completely and 
dragged down the f l o o r  timbers 
leaving a 30 t o  40 f t .  deep void. 

providing a view in to  a g rea t  
hole  below the l eve l .  I suppose 
using bo l t s  e t c .  i t  would be poss- 
i b l y  t o  cross t h i s  gulf but a t  
t h a t  time we decided i t  was impr- 
a c t i c ab l e .  Sue IIolland and Dave 
~ b b o t  had meanwhile gone out and 
up Thriddle Inc l ine  t o  the  l eve l  
running i n  t o  the  top of Thriddle 
Shaft  t o  cornmence dropping stones 
down the  sha f t  a t  i n t e rva l s .  pete  
and I had i n  f a c t  hoped to  get  to  
the sha f t  s t a t i o n  on Flemingts 
Level but were prevented by the 
nasty hole.  We did  however, hear 
the c l a t t e r  of the f a l l i n g  s tones 
a shor t  dis tance ahead. ~ y s e l f  

WAY TO LOWER WORKINGS 

M A N H ~  

FEET 0 30 60 90 

APPROX 

P 

FLEMING'S 
CROSS-CUT 

SUMP BFT. 

Sketch Plan of Fleming's Level. 

Two lengths of scaf fo ld ing  were 
acquired,  sawed each i n  ha l f  t o  
ge t  them through the  d r u m ,  and 
these were then clamped together  
i n  the bottom of the hole. The 
object  was to  construct a 'maypole 
i n  order  to  h o i s t  an e lec t ron  
ladder  up t o  the continuation of 
Fleming's Level. This was done 
with Holland climbing up f i r s t ,  
somewhat f e a r f u l l y ,  a s  the  ' po le '  
sagged unpleasantly i n  the  middle. 
It was no easy matter  ge t t i ng  o f f  

had persuaded the Red Rose to  
attempt a descent of t h i s  sha f t  
back i n  the 60 ' s  and the re  we 
came to  be with a g rea t  deal of 
tackle only t o  have the  descent 
aborted a f t e r  about 120 f t .  Mike 
Mitchel and f r i ends  made an attemp 
more recen t ly  and apparent ly got 
down a s  f a r  a s  the  s tope above 
Fleming's Level. It i s  t o  be expe- 
cted t h a t  some s o r t  of a through 
t r i p  v ia  t h i s  sha f t  w i l l  be made 
i n  the  near fu tu re .  

i n to  the  l eve l  e i t h e r  a s  the  
th ing  was too shor t .  P.Fleming 
Came up next and together the 
with some excitement s e t  o f f  t o  

A l a s  af ter  20 yds 

It wasntt very long before we 
were back again t o  have a look a t  
things i n  g rea te r  depth,as  they 
say. We were soon down the F i r s t  
p i t c h  and through the  ~~b~ into 

the  floor had gone completely 



t h e  con t inua t ion  of t he  s topes  ( t h e  w i n  i s  s h i f t e d  h e r e  by a  
faultland a t  t h e  head o f  Narrow p i t c h .  What a  l o t  of  t h ru t ch ing  
was needed i n  those  e a r l y  descen ts  u n t i l  we had pe r f ec t ed  a  way 
o f  cl imbing with  l e s s  e f f o r t  and cons t ruc t ed  a  l i t t l e  l and ing  a t  
t he  top  of t h i s , i n d e e d  narrow descen t .  From the bottom, a  duck 
below t imbers ,  (we thought t h e  f l o o r  he re  looked a  l i t t l e  dodgy) 
brought u s  t o  a s t e e p l y  s l o p i n g  Chute down t o  what appeared a  
f u r t h e r  drop.  p e t e r  F leming , t i ed  onto a  s a f e t y  l i n e ,  picked h i s  
way down t h e  d e b r i s  strewn s lope  t o  t h e  br ink  of what he descr ibed  
a s  a g r e a t  Void. A f t e r  an a t tempt  t o  de sc r ibe  what he could see ,  
he c a l l e d  f o r  someone e l s e  t o  j o in  him and observe f o r  themselves. 
E r i c  Holland s t a r t e d  o f f  down us ing  t h e  rope a s  a  handl ine .  Now 
r i g h t  a t  t h e  t op  o f  t he  Chute some of t h e  s i d e  had come away above 
our heads, p u l l i n g  down a mass of deads formerly s tacked  on woods. 
A l o b  of t h i s  had obviously  gone down t h e  chute  and over t he  edge, 
but a g r e a t  p i l e  had been l e f t  a t  t he  top  of t h e  Chute and t h i s  
was even more u n s t a b l e  than i t  looked. AS E r i c  descended i t  i t  
suddenly gave a grun t  and a l u r c h .  Scrambling back up t h e  downward 
moving p i l e , w i t h  a f a i r  amount of v igour ,  he r e j o i n e d  t h e  open- 
mouthed Alan McFadzean and Mark Wickenden a s  a  wave of deads began 
t o  j o s t l e  i t s  way down roewards a r a t h e r  worried p.pleming. A s  i f  he 
d id  t h i s  s o r t  of  t h i n g  evFy day,he l e a p t  i n t o  t h e  a i r , t o  k ransf ix  
himself, l e g s  a p a r t ,  on each s i d e  of t h e  s t o p e ,  a s  t he  s t rear~i  of 
d e b r i s  s h o t  below him and over  i n t o  t he  void  wi th  a f e a r f u l  r o a r .  
It could have made a  sp lendid  " ~ n d  a l l  because the  l ady  loves  m i l k  
t r a y , "  adve r t .  W e  no t i ced  i n  t h e  pub t h a t  n i g h t , t h a t  P e t e r  s a t  
v i t h  h i s  l e g s  a  b i t  f u r t h e r  a p a r t  than u s u a l .  

We were so p leased  wi th  our d i s c o v e r i e s  t h a t  w e  decided to  
a r range  ano the r  meet (Apr i l  11-12th 1981) and on the  S a t .  P,[. Wic~c- 
enden, P.Dawes, A.YcFadzean. v .wi tche1,  P.Tlerri i~~g,  S t u a r t  Cole, 
and F lxo l land  turned up. 

An e a r l y  discovery was t h a t  no t  enough t a c k l e  had been brought 
a long and t h i s  meant t h a t  t h e  1st p i t c h  w a s  c ann iba l i s ed  o f  i t s  
l a d d e r ,  and a  rope l e f t .  quick p rog res s  was rnade and we were soon 
down Narrow p i t c h .  Whilst pass ing  below the  t imbers  just  beyond 
h e r e ,  t h e  dodgy f l o o r  suddenly began consuming l a r g e  q u a n t i t i e s  
o f  d e b r i s .  rje watched wi th  some f a s c i n a t i o n  a s  r r ~ a t e r i a l  poured 
i n t o  t he  i n s a t i a b l e  g u l l e t .  y h i l e  we watched the  ho le  reached 
hungr i ly  f o r  an uncoi led  rope and a l adde r  and as  these  s t a r t e d  t o  
s l i t h e r  i n t o  t h e  ( a s  A.McFadzean c a l l e d  i t ,  t he  Egg Tirner) o r i f i c e ,  
the  hypnot ised onlookers sprang i n t o  a c t i o n  and rescued tlle r a p i d l y  
d i sappear ing  t a c k l e .  The ho le  was covered by a p i ece  of decayed 
plank but i t  s t i l l  lurlcs malevolently below. 

The Chute and t h e  Void a t  t h e  bottom resounded wi th  n o i s e  as 
much l o o s e  d e b r i s  was picked loose  and allowed t o  r o l l  down w e  
a l l  t h e  while keeping a  wary eye on the  huge p i l e s  of dcads p i l e d  
on the  t i~r lbers  above our  heads.  O n  t h i s  occasion hand l i n e s  were 
put  i n t o  t he  Chute and l a d d e r s  hung from these  i n t o  t he  Void 
which now d id  n o t  appear  t o  be q u i t e  a s  immense a s  we had e a r l i e r ,  
i n  011s exci tement ,  imagined i t  t o  be. L i f e l i n i n g  was awkward a t  
t h e  bottoln o r  t h e  chute and t h e r e  was always t h e  annoyance, i f  no t  
t h e  r e a l  danger ,  of  loose  m a t e r i a l  r o l l i n g  down and poss ib ly  
c lonking someone on t h e  l a d d e r .  What was below? p.Dawes o f f e r e d  to 
descend f i r s t  - funny how everyone was engaged i n  doing some snlall 
but important t h i n g  j u s t  m t  t h a t  tirne - you lcnow. . . a d j u s t n ~ e n t s  t o  
k i t ;  having a  pee ;  removing a s tone  from a  boot ;  t h a t  s o r t  of 
t h i n g !  A t  the  bottom of the  ho le  P e t e  nawes s t a r t e d  t o  make a  h e l l  
of a r acke t  wi th  r o l l i n g  , o r  was i t  f a l l i n g ,  rocks .  Then we saw 
him, making h i s  way u p  a  s t e e p ,  u n s t a b l e ,  p i l e  of deads.  ?Text down 
was E.H. Vark W. and p e t e r  F. Dawes c a l l e d  t o  u s  t h a t  he had a r r i -  
ved a t  t h e  br ink  of a g r e a t  s h a f t  .... well  i t  could on ly  be the  
~ h r i d d l e  S h a f t .  Upon hea r ing  t h i s  ~ i t c h e U  decided t o  e x i t  and make 



h i s  way up khe i n c l i n e , i n t o  
t h e  tunne l  a t  t h e  top ,and  

-AS i t  turned ou t  w e  

t he se  f a l l i n g  down. 
The o t h e r  two dec id inf  
, t o  go ou t  found t o  

t h e i r  chagr in  t h a t  

were unable  t c  

They s e t t l e d  

i t  was t o  be l onge r  
than they hoped f o r  f o r  a l t -  

ough we d i d  n o t  i n t end  t o  s t a y  
down f o r  tnuch longe r  we began t o  be car -  

r i ed  away by our  repea ted  d i s c o v e r i e s .  ~t t h e  bottom of t h e  void we 
,vent o f f  i n  t h e  o t h e r  d i r e c t i o n  t o  Dawes cl imbing f i r s t  a  rock-p i le  
rvhich we discovered was from a  h o r r i f i c a l l y  uns t ab l e  hanging wal l  - 
indeed Hanging Corner was n o  p l ace  t o  hang around! Then we a r r i v e d  
~t t h e  3 0 f t .  Shaf t  and t h e r e  appeared t o  be a  l e v e l  a t  t he  bottom. 
C t  could  only  be T a y l o r ' s  Level .  Despi te  t h e  shor tage  of time we j u s t  
lad t o  go down and a t  t h e  f o o t  of  t h i s  d e l i g h t f u l  l i t t l e  nanway we 
round t h a t  we were indeed on a  l e v e l .  Holland had kep t  a  check on 
iescent  f i g u r e s  considered t h a t  i t  must indeed be Tay lo r l s , and  a s  i t  
turned o u t , s o  i t  was. Westwards t h e  wooded roof had co l l apsed  though 
Je knew Thr idd le  Shaf t  w a s  beyond t h e  blockage. A deep h o l e  i n  t h e  
Floor he re  appeared t o  connect wi th  the  s h a f t  and l a t e r  when s tones  
sere  thrown down t h i s  was confirmed a s  we .heard t h e  no i se  coining up 
the h o l e .  That was a  f u t u r e  expedi t ion .  E a s t e r l y  we were a s ton i shed  
to d i scover  t h a t  t h e  deads,which f i l l e d  t h e  s tope  down which the  3 0 f t .  
jhaf t  r a n ,  had broken down t h e  roof wood and p i l e d  up on the  l e v e l  ; 
some had gone through the  f l o o r  and i n t o  t he  b a c k f i l l e d  s tope  below, 
~ u t  what was amazing was the  e a s t e r l y  wal l  of  t he  s h a f t  was a  s i n g l e  
I sk in '  o f  deads wi th  no th ing  behind. The l e v e l  continued and was i n  
p o d  condi t ion  f o r  much of t he  way. I n  p l a c e s  t h e  f l o o r  was gone and 
through the  narrow c rev ice  a  deep wide stop'? could be seen 

_ ." 



Down t he re  somewhere was Deep Level. The only p lace  Deep Level could 
be seen was around i t s  entrance a s  f a r  a s  Bonsor Vein - t o  get  down 
t o  i t  here. . . .  now t h a t  would be a  , p r i z e , .  Taylor l s  I,evel ca r r i ed  on 
u n t i l  we were stopped by a  blockage. Some has ty  digging got us up 
i n t o  a  high and narrow s tope  down which a  l o t  of deads had f a l l e n .  
The tunnel continued beyond the block f o r  i t  ventiiated s t rong ly  but 
we decided t o  r e tu rn .  It would have t o  wait .  On the  way i n  we had 
passed through the Great Cross-course and a  branch of f  along i t  was 
inves t iga ted .  This ran  through the  clayey f a u l t  ma te r i a l  f o r  some 

1 80 yd. t o  a  fork.  Lef t  was b l ind ,  but r i g h t  the  tunnel was back f i l l e d .  
I Was t h i s  t o  be a  f u t u r e  dig? 
l 

On the  r e t u r n  we found Dawes waiting t o  l i f e l i n e  u s  up i n t o  the 
I chute,  and the  o the r  two ( b i t  f r u s t r a t e d  by now) wait ing f o r  someone 
t o  p russ ic  up and f i x  a  ladder .  Later  i n  the mellow warmth which 
H a r t l e y ' s  gives  us  a s  i t  reaches i n t o  the p a r t s  t h a t  ordinary beers 
d o n f t  we thought of absent colleagues.  It was sad t h a t  Alan Westa l l1s  
back was s t i l l  not  b e t t e r ,  though on t h e  mend. Perhaps we would see 
him on the  morrow? There he was however, t o  congatulate  u s ,  shar ing 
i n  our  joy,and the  n ice  .meal prepared f o r  u s  by Maureen, and eaten i n  
the a u s t e r e  circumstances of the mountain hut .  

On the Sunday we had A.McFadzean, myself ,  M.Wickenden, P.Buney, 
P.Fleming, Colin Horne and Chris Jones came along on t h i s  t r i p  but 
having a  "owe1 dis turbanceN came i n t o  Flemingls Level but d id  not  
descend. We were a l l  p r e t t y  much impatient t o  ge t  down to  T a y l o r r s ,  
time seemed t o  drag while we waited our t u r n s  t o  descend. p.Fleming 
and myself decided t o  put ladders  down i n t o  the long stope below 
T a y l o r f s  i n  an attempt to  ge t  down t o  Deep Level. The o the r s  c a r r i e d  
on t o  d i g  the blockage. A t  the  bottom we found l a r g e  chunks of wall 
had come away and the re  was much evidence of dry r o t .  Smashed timbers 
suggestbd t h a t  Deep 1,evel was crushed out of ex is tance .  ~t the  f a r  
end was what appeared to  be a  tunnel.  With pe te  holding back i n  case 
of emergency E r i c  made h i s  way over l a r g e  uns tab le  blocks t o  f i n d  but 
a  very shor t  por t ion  of Deep Level i n t a c t 0  and the re  only because i t  
was i n  s o l i d .  It was blocked by a  run i n ,  and water stood i n  the 
sole .  

Back a t  the top ( ~ a y l o r t s )  we discovered t h a t  the  blockage had 
been c lea red  and t h a t  the o the r s  had gone on t o  a  g rea t  s tope down 
which f i l t e r e d  dayl ight .  Now t h a t  was i n t e r e s t i n g !  Fleming and IIolland 
went off  t o  see t h i s  marvel and discovered t h a t  they were without 
doubt i n  the deep s topes  within the fenced-off a r e a  a t  Red Dell Foot. 
Tay lo r l s  Level was found to  be o b l i t e r a t e d  by an immense f a l l  of 
rock from the  s ide .  A t  the  foo t  of t h i s  an i r o n  wheel leaned on debris  
ifi atwindowl which opened i n t o  what could only be New Engine Shaf t .  
The s h a f t , a n  open space down the s tope ,  f e l l  s t eep ly  down i n t o  black- 
ness  - and water. Climbing up the  boulders,and along south e a s t e r l y ,  
we found t h a t  the s tope was p r a c t i c a l l y  f i l l e d  with a  g rea t  irlass of 
rock which had come away from the  hanging s i d e  and had dropped a  
shor t  d is tance  before ,jamming,. Climbing up on the l e f t  we found we 
could squeeze between the rocks and t h e  wall  u n t i l  we cane t o  a  poin t  
where the rocks ended and we could look out i n t o  the unc lu t t e red  
s tope beyond. A shor t  d is tance  ahead ,and from below i n  the depths,  
rescuers  had recovered the  broken body of one who had ventured too 
close t o  the  edge of the  f i s s u r e  on the  sur face .  

Rack along Flemingls ,  from the  New Engine Shaf t ,  a  deep sha f t  
i n  the f l o o r  of the l e v e l  drew our a t t e n t i o n .  BY now, Wickenden and 
the o the r s  had re turned  and a f t e r  s u i t a b l e  t h r e a t s  the  l a t t e r  volun- 
teered  t o  descend. This meant a  delay while t h e  ladders  were brought 
and then secure ly  belayed but eventua l ly  Mark began the descent.  A t  
the bottom, well  over 100 f t . ,  he found himself a t  water l e v e l  with 
what appeared to  be the  main f l o o r  t imbers of Deep Level well  above. 
He was able  too t o  look d i r e c t l y  up N e w  ~ n g i n e  s h a f t  t o  day l i gh t !  



On t h e  r e t u r n  we removed t h e  d e b r i s a n d  wood over  t he  ho le  i n  
t he  f l o o r  of T a y l o r f s  Level a l i t t l e  way a long  frorri t he  30 f t .  S h a f t .  
This  revea led  a  s t e e p l y  s l o p i n g  s tope - l i ke  space f a l l i n g  i n t o  dark.  
Severa l  of t h e  o t h e r s  went on p a s t  Void P i t c h ,  and up t h e  boulder 
s lope ,  t o  drop s tones  down Thr idd le  Sha f t .  Flerning and I-Iolland heard 
these  c l e a r l y  i n  t h e  ho le  below confirriling t h e  l a t t e r ' s  opinion t h a t  
they were connected. C lea r ly  t h i s  was y e t  ano the r  t r i p  t o  be done. 

Sunday 28th June was -arranged . . . . . . . . . .,. and C . ~ o r n e ,  E .!lollsuld, 
Ann Danson, P.Rlezzard, ;hl.?litchell,  A.McFadzea, P.nawes, P.Flerning 
and P!.Wickenden turned up. The descent  t o  T a y l o r t s  was made without 
de lay  - t h e  Eggtirner slumbered. A b o l t  was put  i n  f o r  the  e l e c t r o n  
and IIolland descended t o  a  cu r ious ly  apexed p a r t  of t he  roof which 
was nam'ed Tent J,odge, t o  h e r e  t h e  going w a s  s t e e p  and t h e  l a d d e r s  
were no t  e s s e n t i a l .  However, below a f l a t  p lace  the .way down appeared 
v e r t i c a l  and the  s tope  was jo ined by Thr idd le  Sha f t .  As we climbed 
down Thr idd le  By-pass we were, I remember, very impressed by a g r e a t  
tirnber and plank s t r u c t u r e  c l e a r l y  ho ld ing  back v a s t  arnounts of deads. 
A t  t h e  bottom, s tanding  i n  shallow water ,  10-and-behold, t h e r e  was 
Deep Level s t rong ly  timbered where i t  r an  below t h e  deads ( o r  so we 
imagined) and i n  s o l i d  ground in-bye. Wading down the  l e v e l ,  black 
patches  i n  t h e  f l o o r  i n d i c a t i n g  an unknown depth of w a t e r - f i l l e d  s tope  
below, we d i d n ' t  f a i l  to  n o t i c e  t h a t  t h e  roof t imbers had become 
seve re ly  a f f e c t e d  by dry r o t  - i n  f a c t  i t  was very very dangerous.The 
waste p i l e d  on these  c o l l a p s i n g  stemples reached,  a s  we' knew, r i g h t  
up  t o  T a y l o r ' s  Level more than 100 f t ,  above. Eventual ly  we were h a l t e d  
by a  run-in and we must have been but a  few yards  s h o r t  of t he  descent  
made e a r l i e r  by Holland & Fleming. Here a c ross -cu t  was followed up 
but as expected was b l ind  and o f f e r e d  no new d i s c o v e r i e s .  C e r t a i n l y ,  i n  
the  w r i t e r ' s  op in ion ,  i t  is  s c a r c e l y  worth t h e  r i s k  of being sea l ed  i n  
by a co l l apse .  Ti'rorn the  foo t  of ~ h r i d d l e  S h a f t ,  which appeared t o  be 
covered over  a s  i t  c e r t a i n l y  f a l l s  deeper than t h i s ,  we waded i n t o  an 
ex tens ion  of the ve in  s h i f t e d  by f a u l t i n g .  Here a deep su~np was crossed 
by Dawes,with a c r o b a t i c  a g i l i t y ;  he then followed up t h e  l eve l / s tope  
t o  i t s  conclusion.  



The n e x t  t r i p  was t?he 5 t h  july 1383. a n d  I.!. - 5 ~ . ~ + ~  ~ . i 1 k ? t i ! ' ~ . ~ ~ ~ 3  

atten!led.i:n t h i s  ~ r . j ~ - ,  we were to atterr;!:t; .t.r.i e j  ;l- T,  L <:%,-~: c ,z  . s I .evel  
1 3  Fl.emingts  Mine by .day of  t h e  oy:ien s t o p e s  a~ ;?ad nail F Q o r .  P e t e  
9 a w n ~ s  p i o n e e r e d  the r o u t e  d o m  a i m i r i g  fiar L h e  gt-e;it boulder ; : p :  l e  
i n  t h e  S t e p 5  s o u t h - e a s t e r l y  o f  t h e  New mglne Shaf ' t .  h steep b ~ l t  
awKward d e s c e n t  w a s  m a d e  (more o f  a traverse) t o  the ~ . ~ i ~ w p o i n t  where 
01.1 an  e a r l i e r  t r i p  Fleming and mysel f  had looked c . i t ~ t  i . n t c >  the open 
s t o p e  u n c l u t t e r e d  by l o o s e  r o c k .  p.Flerni.ng clrmbed tc t h e  t o p  o f  the 
bou lde r  ( h e a p t  and d i s c o v e r e d  t h a t  when t h e  g rea t  mass had de tached  
i t s e l f ,  i t  had o n l y  f a l l e n  a few y a r d s  b e f o r e  jaming, l e a v i n g  a 

' r o o f (  above i t  and  fo rming  t h u s  a l a r g e  f l a t  c t i a n ~ b e r  - ~ i o u l d e r  F l a t e u .  
T h i s  was reckolied as  he in^ h(') t o  50 f t .  i n  Zengr.h, o to 10 ft, : d d d e ,  

i t  w2*a o s t l ~ a t e d  &o be and t h e  h e i g h t  o f  'ihe p i l e  t o  be some 50 i't. 

some 75 f t .  down f r o ~ l ~  slxri'ace b u t  as the s r u p e  i.:+ r ol;feci ~iL:>t..c i t  i t  
w a s  n o t  p o s s i b l e  t o  d e s c e . ~ c i  al , -ec t ; ly  down ontcii ?;he ~ l l a ' ~ u , . i .  i lo r '  L -  l i  

a t  a l l  c o n v e n i e n t  t o  Ladder d i a g u ; t ~ a l l y  down o x ~ t o .  L i  .:us;; be cl lmbed 
up o n t o  from i n s i d e .  W h i l s t  a l l  t h i s  w a s  gciing on t l l : :  r e s t  c?f the mine 
w a s  b e i n g  l a d d e r e d  t o  e f f e c t  a through t r i p .  The write:* sy.~ot t ,ed,  i n  
t h e  meantime, a p o s s i b l y  b e t t e r  d e s c e n f  down through t'n.ese s t o p o s  and 
on a  subsequen t  v i s i - t  Mike M i t c h e l l  and  xar'k Wi.ckendora prov'er? i t  Li::. be 
So and a t  t h e  t ime w a s  dubbed ~rmageddof i  P i i i - , ~  - s o m e t i m e s  tiiieae r a t h e r  
s i l l y  names s t i c k ,  

i 
Yeanwhile t h e  s o c i e t y  had o f f e r e d  t o  a c t  a s  l;..jrl:s f o r  the 1$4t$2 

Y . A . V . H . O .  Fi . e ld  Weekend. We were to t a k e  t h e n !  dowi? tkiro~igP: the  s t o r i e s  : 
a t  Paddy Erid on t h e  1,evers Water/c;re.y {:rag I..eve.l. d e s c e l i t  - un iit:.:=eriirig 
t r i p ,  e a r l i e r  p i o n e e r e d  by t h e  s o c i . e t y ,  and t h l s  on  Satur-dey.  Uii  t h e  
Sunday i t  was t o  be a t h rough  t r i p  of  c i e m i . r i g -  t s ?ri.rlr: ,aose:i.l. in;; ilc3wn 

t h e  Red D e l l  s t o p e s  and c l i m b i n g  o u t  on e l e c t r o s i  U;, ti;t30~lgh F.jeraulgl s 
Mine t o  e x i t  v i a  F l e r n i n g f s  L e v e l .  

To p r e p a r e  f o r  t h i s  p r e s t i g i o u s  e v e n t  t h e r e  w a i .  s~nci.1 ts be i ic l - ie:  
1,oose r o c k  had t o  be c l e a r e d  and p o t e n t i a l .  danger , . . ; : : ~ i i t . s  2 0  be m a d e  n s  
s a f e  a s  p o s s i b l e  o f t e n  by p l a c i n g  f r e s h  wood. S p e c ~ a i  atr.erit;il;n was t o  
be g i v e n  t o  Chute i n  F le rn ingfs  Mine where l o o s e  r o c l i  ;n.as t o  c l c a r * e d ,  
and  wooden frameworks,  l a n d i n g s ,  b e l a y  p o i n t s ,  and a :-cat f o r  the Void 
l i f e l i n e r ,  were p u t  i n .  P a r t i c u l a r  thanks  go t o  ~.bicli'a.c.lzr?an, Flax: I)oble,  
M.Wickenden ( n o t  t o  f o r g e t  m y s e l f )  f o r  t h e i r  e f f o r t 5 .  The s t a c . 1  dx-uin i n  
t h e  e n t r a n c e  w a s  now e l i p t i c a l  and  r a t h e r  o f f - p u t  tj.i;i; 5:1d t11i.s vc?s t o  
be r e p l a c e d .  On t h e  a l l o t t e d  e v e n i n g  s e v e r a l  member5 tur.:sud up and 
SOme,like S t e w a r t  Co le ,  ~ . x c F a d z e a n ,  Wickenden K. ,  a n a  Dohie ?32x, 
M i t c h e l l ,  Dave B l u n d e l l  and t h e  w r i t e r  p u t  ill a c o l ~ a i d e r a b l e  effc;l-t 
t o  c l e a r  away r o c k s  and d i r t  and  remove t h e  o l d  c i x - ~ ~ i ~  v::sl-lic!l p r o l h p r l y  
f e l l  t o  p i e c e s .  An a t t e m p t  t o  o b t a i n  a stainless steill. r 'opiacemer:r  
h a v i n g  f a i l e d  Hol land d e c i d e d  t o  r e p l a c e  t h e  old one vi.t;ki a w"uded.: 
framework (copper  t r e a t e d  of c o u r s e )  and a l l  t h i s  h a d  to h e  fiiumapeti u p  
t h e  mountain on t h e  p r e v i  s two e v e n i n g s . ~ l l  t h e  everi;ng having been  
s p e n t  p r e p a r i n g  t h e  h o l e  f h  e  t a s k  w a s  n o t  completed and s p e c i a l  thanks 
a r e  due t o  K.Wickendedn and Max ~ o b i e  gave up t h e  f o l l o w i n g  e v e n i n a  
t o  a s s i s t  Ho l l and  p l a c e  t h e  t i m b e r  and make good t h e  site. My woril, 
Isambard Brunel  h i m s e l f  would have been proud o f  iia f 

1 . o w  M i l l ,  a t  

Bonsor 

D r e s s i n g  

F l o o r s ,  



CAT Piembers a f t e r  t h e i r  s u c c e s s f u l  e x p l o r a t i o n s  i n  t h e  
Red D e l l  Copper  ' J o r k i n ~ s ,  C o n i s t o n ,  S u n d a y  J u l y  5 t h  1981 

The !?embers shown a r e  t h o s e  who c o m p l e t e d ,  p o s s i b l y  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  t h i s  

c e n t u r y  s i n c e  t h e  mine c l o s e d ,  a h a z a r d o u s  t h r o u g h - t r i p  o f  F l e m i n g ' s  K i n e ,  

T a y l o r ' s  L e v e l  and o u t  t o  d a y l i g h t  v i a  t h e  new E n c i n e  S h a f t  s t o p e s .  

They a l s o  d e s c e n d e d  T r i d d l e  S h a f t  t o  Deep L e v e l .  

The e q u i p m e n t  u s e d  i n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  t h i s  e x p l o r a t i o n  i n c l u d e d  700 f t  o f  

r o p e  and 500 f o o t  o f  e l e c t r o n  l a d d e r .  

P.embers f rom l e f t  t o  r i g h t  a r e  Alen WcPadzean,  Mark h ' i ckenden ,  C o l i n  Horne ,  

Finne Danson ,  P e t e r  Dawes, > l i k e  V i t c h e l 1 , P e t e r  B l e z a r d ,  Z r i c  E o l l a n d ,  and 

n o t  shown,  P e t e r  F l e n i n ~ g ,  who t o o k  t h e  p h o t o g r a p h .  



Levers ~ a t e r / ~ r e y  Crag ~ e v e l / ~ o s p i t a l  Level THROUGH TRIP. 
' W '  

There w a s  a c e r t a i n  amount of specu&at ion ,as  we trudgod our way 
up t h e  montainqs back laden with  gea r ,  a s  t o  t h e  l i k e l y  condi t ions  we 
might encounter i n  t he  workings r e s u l t i n g  from t h e  r ecen t  heavy r a i n .  
It was t h e  weekend 15/16th of November 1980 and i t  was a cold b lus t e ry  
day t h e  Saturday.  Dawes and Mi tche l l  were f i r s t  o f f  i n t o  t h e  o ld  work- 
ings  p a s i t f b n i n g  "ropbs and a f t e r  an i n t e r v a l  ~ o l l a r i d  and wickenden 
followed i n  f i x i n g  l adde r s  on t h e  f i r s t  t h r e e  p i t c h e s .  A t  Arete Chmber 
Flerning and McFadzean joined u s  a s  we laddered t h e  Big p i t c h  ( a r e a l  
s p h i n c t e r  t i g h t e n e r )  and s e t  o f f  down. The l i g h t s  of Mitche l l  and 
Dawos could be seen f a r  below on the  Ledge, l a t e r  proved t o  be p a r t  of 
Top Level. ~t the  back of t he  ledge a low blocked tunne l  provided a 
per iod  of h e c t i c  d igg ing  f o r  Holland w h i l s t  t h e  remainder of t he  gear  
was lowered and wickenden joined him. M.M. Q P.D. meantime were f i x i n g  
a rope down t h e  next  p i t c h ,  t h e  one down t o  Middle Level. The l a s *  
time t h a t  Holland had dug i n  t h i s  blocked ' t u b e '  was back i n  t h e  8608s 
and as i t  v e n t i l a t e d  c l e a r l y  l i nked  up with  something. L a t e r  on Alen 
McFadzean and Wickenden,Jones and Dobie dug through the  rubble  and 
e s t a b l i s h e d  a f r e s h  l i n k  wi th  Top Level workings. The f i r s t  descent 
t o  Top Level was down t h e  p i t c h  a t  t h e  f a r  end of t he  passage beyond 
Arete Chamber but s e v e r a l  members thought t h i s  was, e r ,  " d i r t y N .  

Holland a s s i s t e d  Mark t o  l adde r  t he  Second p i t c h ,  a.bout 67 f t . ,  
down t o  Middle Level and s e t  o f f  down, c l o s e l y  followed by Fleming & 
McFadzean. This s e t s  one onto a s e c t i o n  of timbered roof over  Middle 
Level but t h e  woodwork appears  q u i t e  good - i t  needs - t o -  be - and under 
t h i s  t h e  f l o o r  of t he  l e v e l  i s  seen t o  be f a l s e  wi th  two trnanholest 
l e a d i n g  i n t o  a r e s p e c t a b l e  s tope  below. Mitchel  and Dawes had a l r eady  
shot  o f f  down t h i s .  

Condit ions were q u i t e  good. There had been a g r e a t  roof f a l l  i n  
t he  ent$ance,over which we now had t o  climb, l e a v i n g  loose  deads 
s tacked  p r e c a r i o u s l y  on wel l  decayed stemples and a view r i g h t  up t o  
the  sky! There could wel l  be a f u r t h e r  complete blockage a t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  
but l a t e r  on ,wh i l s t  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  a l i t t l e  tunnel  wel l  up above t h i s  
hor izon,  Holland discovered another  * r e s e r v e *  r o u t e  i n .  Down here  on 
Middle Leve1,for  him ( t h a t  i s  me), i t  was more a case  of r e f r e s h i n g  
me memory, For the  o t h e r s  i t  was new s t u f f  and they  were most impres- 
sed,  The g r e a t  s tope  t h a t  we stood i n  i s  l i k e l y  t o  be paddy End Vein 
and our l i g h t s  reached up i n t o  blackness - who knows how many tons  of 
deads a r e  s tacked  up t h e r e  on r o t t i n g  t imbers .... wait ing? Meanwhile 
t he re  were o t h e r  t h ings  t o  occupy our  minds - t he  colour& bf t h e  sec- 
ondary minerals  p l a s t e r e d  on t h e  more sombre ochreous wa l l s .  N o r t h l y  
the  l e v e l  was followed up, c ros s ing  over  two deep sumps, t o  i t s  end. 
The o t h e r  way brought us t o  a a l e f t  hand branch , ad j acen t  t o  a deep 
l a k e  of p a l e  green water ,  which l e d  o f f  i n t o  t h e  s i d e  of an immense 
s tope  poss ib ly  Paddy End Old Vein. Here we were a b l e  t o  climb down 
onto t h e  top of an enormous rock f a l l  which had ' t o r n  away# a ' s e c t i o n  
of th i . s  brach of Middle Level. The cont inua t ion  was d i r 9 e c t l y  ahead, 
but ou t  of reach.  There has  been a g r e a t  dea l  of d i scuss ion  and theory 
about g e t t i n g  up/across t o  t h e  beckoning opening, but so f a r  i t  has 
eluded our e f f o r t s .  Duly Dawes and Mi tche l l  r e j o i n e d  us  having,  from 
the  bottom of t he  s tope  they  had descended, heard our vo ices  and caught 
glimpses of our l i g h t s  through a gap betwixt s h a t t e r e d  boulders - t h i s  
meant a connection between t h e i r  s tope  and t h i s  one! Thei r  d e s c r i p t i o n  
of t he  descent  and of the  * l i n k ' ,  and a wheelbarrow they  had seen 
prompted myself and Pete  Fleming t o  r e p e a t  t h e  t r i p  u s ing  e l e c t r o n  - 
t h i s  being done the  fol lowing day. 

Carrying on a long  Middle Level we soon reached t h e  junct ion with  
P.E.O.V., and he re , s t and ing  on t h e  f a l s e  f l o o r ,  we gazed i n  awe down 
the  g r e a t  v e r i c a l  s ided  s tope  i n t o  blackness.  T h i r t y  f e e t  o r  so  below 
u s  was t h e  top  of p innac le  ~ o c k  a g r e a t  s l a b  which had detached i t s e l f  

, from t h e  s i d e  of the  stope,  and dropped, and jammed, and now known t o  be 



about 40 f t .  long, o r  high, depending on how one looks a t  i t .  It 
e f f e c t i v e l y  s p l i t s  the  f i r s t  p a r t  o f  the  s tope below here i n t o  two. 

From sketch plans made long ago, Holland had concluded t h a t  
somewhere below t h i s  point  was the  Lop of the  Paddy End m g i n e  Shaft .  
I n  f a c t  i t  had once ex i s t ed  r i g h t  up t o  the  f a l s e  f l o o r  on which we 
now stood. Where was i t 7  The w r i t e r  theor i ses  t h a t  up through a  mass 
of deads below here ,  i t  existed as a timbered way but t h a t  the  wood 
collapsed under the  s t r a in ,b lock ing  the  s h a f t ,  but p r e c i p i t a t i n g  
much debr i s  down onto Grey Crag Level where it i s  p i l e d  up on the 
f l o o r  timbers over the  s h a f t  there. An attempt by A.Westal1, M.Fidler, 
p.Fleming and E . ~ o l l a n d ,  t o  scale the s h a f t  up from Grey Crag Level, 
using a  l i g h t  a l l o y  extension l adder  was aborted due t o  l ack  of time 
a f t e r  we had climbed about 66 f t .  Subsequently Fleming and Holland 
t r i e d  again and climbed as high as poss ib le  t o  be stopped by dangerous 
loose rock and smashed timber ind ica t ing  t h a t  the top of the  s h a f t  had 
crushed in .  we d id  no t i ce  aqwindow' which looked out i n t o  the  dark of 
a a  s tope beyond - i t  was not  s a f e  t o  climb up i n t o  it.  Later  on t h i s  
weekend we were t o  look i n t o  t h i s  window from the  o the r  s i d e !  

Here a t  the  f a l s e  f l o o r  cupr i fer rous  water has beau t i fu l ly  co'ated 
rocks and f l o o r  i n  b r i l l i a n t  blues and greens. This i s  a  r e a l  gem - 

and specimens removed simply 
break up when dry. Far be t t e r  
t o  take  only photographs 
away l 

A shor t  d is tance  back 
along Mid.Leve1, a  branch 
runs o f f  ending i n  the  s i d e  
of a  s tope which v e n t i a t e s ,  
a t  t imes,  very s t rongly .  
This i s  thought t o  be South 
Vein and i s  thought t o  drop 
down, perhaps t o  Deep Level, 
passing the Pudding Stone 
cross-cut ,  from which a  
branch was taken o f f .  Alas 
the  f l o o r  of t h i s  has gone, 
ea ten  away by dry-rot!  It 
might be poss ib le  t o  e f f e c t  
a  t r i p  down t o  Pudding Stone 
Level but i f  the v e r t i c a l  
was very f a r  along the  f loor -  
l e s s  branch, i t  might prove 
impossible t o  t r ave r se  i n t o  
Pudding Stone Level. 

Holland suggested t o  p. 
DaWeS t h a t  he have a  c m k  a t  
t h i s  descent but received a  
nervous giggle  i n  reply ,  and 
t h i s  desp i t e  being informed 
t h a t  he could well be i n  l i n e  
f o r  a  trophy f o r  performing 
meri tor ious deeds. Can't 
understand some people! 

Now Alan Westall was 
supposed to  be below us ,  
somewhere on Grey Crag Level. 
It was h i s  job t o  l i s t e n  f o r  
our shouts ,  o r  dropped stones 
We shouted, and dropped s tone 

/ but had no response. Later  we 

Scaling. paddy End Engine Shaft  with I found t h a t  he,  P.Blezzard & 
Anne Danson, and s tewart  Cole, 

a n - ~ i l o y  ladder  - 1980. 
,I' 

I 



had decided t o  do something e l s e .  Meanwhile time was rur lni i~g ou t  and 
we decided t o  have another  go on the  morrow. The weather o u t s i d e ,  we 
discovered was f a r  more unpleasan t  than cond i t i ons  underground, and 
we made our  way down t o  the  hu t  i n  a  combination of g a l e , s l e e t , a n d  
i c y  ra in .There  was much e x c i t e d  cha t  w h i l s t  we washed and a t e  and 
t h i s  continued unabated i n  t h e  Crown - our tongues g radua l ly  loose- 
ned by Hartleys.Wou1d we  make t h e  through t r i p  on the  Sunday? Well we 
would f i n d  t h a t  ou t  soon enough but t h e r e  was t h e  n i g h t  t o  be go t  
over wi th  first l 

I It Real ly  Happened. 

There w e  were, a l l  s n o r t i n g  and g run t ing  away i n  ollr s l e e p s ,  
a d r i f t  i n  our p r i v a t e  droams, o r  nightmares.  When suddenly,  i n  t h e  
e a r l y  hours of t h e  morning t h e r e  came a s t r a n g l e d  c ry  from out  of  t he  
darkness ,  fol lowed by a fearsome c ra sh ,  a v a r i e t y  of thuds ,  gasps 
and groans.  What could i t  be? 1,ights on,  and, t h e r e  was young Mark 
Wickanden who had ( o r  so he claimed) f o r g o t t e n  t h a t  he was on a  top 
bunk, and f e e l i n g  the urge t o  go f o r  t o  a t t e n d  t o  a c a l l  of  n a t u r e ,  
having e a r k i e r  ensured t h e  s u r v i v a l  of  Har t leys  Brewery f o r  a t  l e a s t  
ano ther  s i x  months,and "s tepped ou t  of bedf t !  A f t e r  being e x t r i c a t e d  

1 from the  over turned f u r n i t u r e  he s taggered  o f f ,  b ru i sed .  Odd t h i n g  
was he never  came back and so a  s m a l l  s ea rch  p a r t  went ou t  t o  f i n d  
h.im a s l e e p  i n  t h e  f r o s t  covered g ra s s .  He was brought back i n  and 
pu t  t o  bad. when t h e  l i g h t s  went ou t  a  f a i n t  vo ice  was heard t o  say ,  
"but  I was su re  I could f l y . "  I n  t h e  morning he i n s i s t e d  t h a t  he  had 

1 been sleepwalking,  and i t  wasn ' t  a recur rence  of  Wickendenfs Syndrome, 
f i r s t  r epo r t ed  i n  Newslet ter  No. 1. 

l Sunday dawned (aga in)  and the  p a r t y  s e t  ou t  f o r  Levers Water. 
A.WestaJ.1 and l ady  f r i e n d  Sheena,with S.Cole, were t o  go i n t o  Grey 
Crag Level and l i s t e n  f o r  any s i g n  of our presence above. This  time 
p . ~ l e z & r d  and Anne nanson came i n  wi th  t h e  r e s t  of us  and with  t he  
gear  i n  p o s i t i o n  from the  Saturday we were a l l  of u s  soon down t o  
Middle Level .  Here p.Pleming and myself l addered  t h e  s tope  under t h e  
f-loor and descended t o  where  itche ell & nawes had discovered fhe  
wheelbarrow. Discovering the  ho le  l e a d i n g  up through i n t o  we placed 
i n  p o s i t i o n  h a l f  a  l a d d e r , i . e .  i t  only  had one s i d e  and no rungs,  and 
managed the  most uns t ab l e  climb up i n t o  t he  huge s tope  through smashed 
boulders.  Here we could see  the  l i g h t s  of the  o t h e r s  whopl ike  us  on 
the  previous  day,had climbed down onto t h e  t op  of t he  gi-normous rock- 
f a l l .  For u s ,  t h i s  was h igh ,  and loose  enough, t o  d e t e r  a climb up t o  
jo in  them and we were forced  t o  r e t u r n  the  way we had come,neither 
of u s . r e l i s h i n g  t h e  climb down through the  rock p i l e .  ~t t h e  oppos i te  
end of t h i s  g r e a t  ellasm we found t h a t  i;he f l o o r  f e l l  away i n t o  a  s tope  
of unknown depth .... groan. . . .  a  f u t u r e  t r i p .  

A f t e r  de- ladder ing we joined the  o t h e r s  a t  t he  Junct ion above 
pinnacle  Rock and here  a l a d d e r  was being hung down t o  the  rock. I 
seemed t o  remember a r a t h e r  dangerous a l t e r n a t i v e  way down t o  t h e r e  
and went o f f  t o  loolc f o r  i t ,  found i t ,  and joined a  r a t h e r  nonplussed 
Pe te  nawes a t  t he  bottom of t h e  l adde r .  He loolred a s  i f  he had seen a  
ghost when he got  to  the  bottorri and found m e  s t and ing  there  ! AS mat t e r  
of f a c t  though, t h e  'Ladder ( o r  a  rope hung from t h e  edge of t h e  f a l s e  
f l o o r  i s  the  s a f e s t  way down. Soon the  o t h e r s  jo ined us  a t  t h i s  s t a t i o n  
and  w e  surveyed our surroundi.ngs wi th  some exci.tement. 

p innac le  Rock s p l i t  t h e  s tope  i n t o  two d i v i s i o n s  and c l e a r l y  t he  
r i g h t  hand f c l e f t l  was t h e  s a f e s t  way down. The impressive s tope  simply 
continued downwards . . . . somewhere down there  ou t  of t he  range of our  
beams was Grey Crag I,@vel, ~t t h i s  po in t  i n  time however, w e  were no t  
s u r e  i f  t h e r e  was a  way down f o r  u s  o r  no t .  We hu r l ed  a  few s tones  i n t o  
the void.  Almost a t  once we were rewarded by a  s e r i e s  of  dismal c r i e s  
from the  depths - i t  was Alan Westal l .  So t h e r e  was a connection.  Could 
mere human beings g e t  dom/through i t ?  



The rou te  down was very s t e e p  between t h e  p innac l e  ~ o c k  and the  
nea r  v e r t i c a l  s i d e  of t he  s tope  and a  l a d d e r  w a s  put  down here  and we 
were glad of t h i s  f o r  a t  t he  bottom of t h i s  c l e f t  a 1 0  f t .  drop onto a  
s t e e p  and s l i p p e r y  bank had below i t  a 20 o r  30 f t .  deep drop i n t o  a  
narrow p i t .  A t r a v e r s e  ac ros s  brought us  t o  a jumble o f  boulders o f f e r -  
i n g  sanctuary.  Beyond these  another  s t e e p ,  rubble  strewn s l o p e ,  l e d  
down onto a  ruck le  of boulders beyond which was a v e r t i c a l  drop. 
W e s t a l l ' s  voice  echoed up i n  e r r i e  f a sh ion  - could he perhaps have 
been h i t  by one of our  thrown s tones?  To elimina.te the  doubt a  v e r i t -  
a b l e  shower of m i s s i l e s  w e r e  hu r l ed  i n  the  d i r e c t i o n  o f  h i s  voice but 
t h e r e  were no c r i e s  of pain. Meanwhile back up a t  t h e  Sanctuary an 
enormous s l a b  w a s  seen t o  be p a r t l y  detached f r o m  t h e  s i d e  of  t h e  
s tope  - a legacy of p a s t  r o c k f a l l .  Fu r the r  back was the window through 
Holland and Fleming had peered or1 t h e i r  ascen t  ~f the  paddy End Shaf t .  

Dawes s e t  o f f  down t h e  s lope  u$ ing  a  hand l i n e .  The vo ice  from 
t h e  depths  cane up . louder - more s tones  were throwri i n  i t s  d i r e c t i o n .  
S t i l l  no d i r e c t  h i t s .  A t  the  bottom he began fixi.ne; l adde r s  i n t o  what 
turned ou t  t o  be the  l a s t  p i t c h ,  about 7 l  f t .  Wes ta l l ' s  l i g h t  suddenly 
appeased below and a v e r i t a b l e  shower of s tones  w a s  dropped towards i t .  
wi th  g r e a t  wisdom he decided t o  move himself  t o  s a f e r  q u a r t e r s .  

Yes i t  was Grey Crag Level ,  a  s h o r t  d i s t a n c e  i n  from t he  p.E.Shaft,  
3y the  time w e  were down we found Alan had taken a s h i v e r i n g  Sheenat 
home ( say  t h a t  qu ick ly  20 t imes)  but Stewart  Cole had remained t o  shake 
hands wi th  u s .  The only th ing  miss ing  was a  t o a s t  of champagne - but 
on r e f l e c t i o n  r u m  would have done, o r  whisky, o r  g i n ,  o r  Glayva, o r  
anything t o  t o a s t  t h e  p r o p i t i o u s  event .  A f t e r  a chat  and a  r e s t  Dawes, 
 itche ell , f lo l land an.d Flenaing decided t o  r e t r a c e  the  cl imb, removing 
the  lowest  of the  t ack le .  Some wa.s l e f t ,  in.  f o r  a f u r t h e r  t r i p  - the  
Sunday g f t e r  the  C.A.T. annual  d inner .  ( l q%I )  

/ 
Over the  fol lowing months groups of 

members made a  number of descen ts  wi th  
the  odd discovery here  and the re .  The 
work goes on. Hore r e c e n t l y  descen ts  
have been made of'  both Old Engine S h a f t  & 
Bonsor Eas t  s h a f t  through t o  Deep Level .  

One event  which should no t  escape n o t i c e  
was t he  s u c c e s f u l l  h o s t i n g  of  N.A.M,Y.OD 
dur ing  t h e i r  f i e l d  weekend a t  Conis ton 
Mines. Members of Northern Mines R.  S , ,  
Shropshire  C. @.I. C. , P .D.M.H. S. , Earby 
Mines R.G., Red Rose, & W .  Wales C,C., 
a t t ended  and 38 of us  made our  way s a f e l y  
an both t r i p s .  A l l  those  members who a s s -  
i s t e d  have been wartirly thanked by the  v i -  
s i t i n g  groups . . , "bes t  weekend exp lo r ing  
I ' v e  everq had ,"  s a i d  one. The s o c i a l  ev- 
ening and ho t  po t  a t  the  church House 
Inn ,  Torver,  went dotm w e l l ,  and Hol landt  s 
s l i d e  show on the Hodbarrow Mines Sea 
Wall was well  rece ived .  

- - 
N o  i t  i s  n o t  Max Dobie; 9 .  8 .  

1 .  

It i s  a Coniston Itnocker say ing  \r 
l 

goodbye on behalf  of your bleary-eyed e d i t o r ,  . - 



A.Westal1 i n  en t rance  Flerningls Level 
June 1978 RRB?  

- ! i t c h e l l ,  Flerning, Ann nanson clc o t h e r s  
a t  the  s topes  i n  Red Dell  Poot.  1982. 

The 30 f t .  Shaft  down t o  T a y l o r ' s  T.evel 
i n  vlerning' S ' f ine .  

vlerning nea r  Deep Level 
i n  Fleming' S Vine. 



A REPORT ON THE EXYLOMTION OF 

HELVELLYN MINE 
..................... 

BY ALEN McPADZEAN 
..................... 

GENERAL DESCHIPTI ON.  
H e l v e l l y n ,  o r  Wythburn Mine i s  s i t u a t e d  above t h e  e a s t e r n  bankr 

of Th i r lmere  on t h e  s t e e p  s l o p e s  of He lve l lyn .  The p r i n c i p a l  workinge 
c o n s i s t  of f i v e  a d i t  l e v e l s  d r i v e n  on ,  o r  a e  c r o s s c u t s  t o ,  s e v e r a l  
v e i n s .  These v e i n e  i n c l u d e  two NNJ3 SSW v e l n s  ( t h e  Blue llock and t h e  
Old v e i n ) ,  a  SW NE (Brown Cove v e i n ) ,  and a n  E W which i e  presumed 
t o  be t h e  wee te rn  e x t e n s i o n  of Eagle  Crag Vein ,  P a t t e r d a l e .  The f i v e  
a d i t  l e v e l s ,  a l l  of which were s e a l e d  d e l i b e r a t e l y  d u r i n g  t h e  1 8 8 0 ' s ,  
a r e  s i t u a t e d  i n  v e r t i c a l  e u c c e s e i o n  i n ,  o r  n e a r  t o ,  t h e  deep  d e f i l e  
of Mines G i l l .  The h i g h e s t ,  A r n i s o n ' s  Leve l ,  was d r i v e n  on t h e  Old 
Vein a t  a n  a l t i t u d e  of 2100 f t .  L i t t l e  i s  l e f t  of t h e  e n t r a n c e ,  which 
war i n  a sha l low g i l l ,  a  suba idua ry  of Miner G i l l ,  and on ly  t h e  s p o i l  
heap  remains  t o  mark t h e  s i t e .  1 3 0 f t  below i s  t h e  e n t r a n c e  t o  No.1 
Leve l .  The r u i n s  of two s t o n e  w a l l s  d i v i d e d  by a n  a c c e s s  g i n n e l  mark 
t h e  l o c a t i o n  of t h e  a d i t  p o r t a l  though t h i e  t o o  h a s  been o b l i t e r a t e d  
by t h e  enc roach ing  e c r e e .  No.2 Leve l ,  which wae t h e  main producer  and 
h a u l a g e  l e v e l  of t h e  mine ,  was d r i v e n  from t h e  n o r t h  bank of Mines 
G i l l  Beck 2 0 0 f t  below Mo.1 and a t  a n  o l f i t u d e  of 1 7 5 0 f t .  h e r e  a  l a r g e  
s p o i l  heap s p a n s  t h e  beck and specimens of g a l e n a ,  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  o r e  
mined, and b a r y t e s  a r e  p l e n t i f u l .  Down a g a i n ,  a n o t h e r  1 5 0 f t ,  and on 
t h e  s o u t h e r n  s i d e  of t h e  beck ,  i s  No.3 Level.  T h i s  was d r i v e n  a s  a 
c r o s s c u t  t o  t h e  Old Vein. The e n t r e n c e  i e  r e a d i l y  d i s e r n i b l e  a s  a  
w a l l e d  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  r e sembl ing  a  waterwheel  p i t ,  though choked w i t h  
l a r g e  b o u l d e r s  and l e n g t h s  of r u s t y  r a l l .  No.4 Leve l ,  a t  1 4 0 0 f t  t h e  
lowegt  of t h e  g roup ,  was d r i v e n  from t h e  s l d e  of a  beck a s  a  c r o s s c u t  
t o  S a g l e  Crag Vein. The e n t r a n c e  i s  i n  a  sha l low d e p r e s s i o n  i n  t h e  
d e p t h e  of t h e  f i r  wood and i s  n o t  e a s y  - b e l i e v e  me - t o  l o c a t e .  

Work was i n i t i a t e d  by a M r .  Neury Molyneux and p a r t n e r s  d u r i n g  
t h e  1840'8.  The company was d i s s o l v e d  and reformed r e v e r a l  time. o v e r  
t h e  y e a r e  t i l l  1880 when Manchester  C o r p o r a t i o n  took o v e r  t h e  v a l l e y  
and p repa red  t o  f l o o d  it. Yreeumably they  d i d  n o t  want l e a d  contamin- 
a t i n g  t h e i r  w a t e r  supp ly .  

The o r e  was d r e e s e d  and c rushed  a t  a  m i l l ,  t h e  s i t e  of which 
can  be s e e n  above t h e  ~ m b l e a i d e / ~ e s w i c k  road  d i r e c t l y  o p p o e i t e  t h e  
c a s t e l l a t e d  well-house on t h e  banks of Thi r lmere .  The r u i n e  a r e  i n  
a s t a t e  of advanced d e r e l i c t i o n ,  t h e r e  b e i n g  no remains  whatsoever  
o f ' b u i l d i n g s  o r  even f o u n d a t i o n s .  P i l e s  of tumbled s t o n e s  and s e v e r a l  
wooden l a u n d e r s  r ema in ,  b u t  t h e s e  ahed l i t t l e  l i g h t  on t h e  e x t e n t  o r  dev- 
elopment  of t h i s  van i shed  i n d u s t r y .  The m i l l  was powered by wa te r  
b rough t  down from a dam, i n  a  c a s t - i r o n  p ipe .  The dam i s  s t i l l  l a r g e l y  
i n t a c t  and i s  q u i t e  a n  imprees ive  c o n e t r u c t i o n  spann ing  t h e  mirky 
c l e f t  of Mines G i l l .  The p i p e  h a s  been s p i r i t e d  away though t h e  i n c l i n e d  
causeway, which marks i t a  c o u r s e ,  can  s t i l l  be t r a c e d  up t h e  f e l l s i d e .  

The o l d  powder house ,  a  e q u a t  b u i l d i n g  benea th  t h e  eaves  of t h e  
f o r e s t ,  i s  i n  e x c e l l e n t  c o n d i t i o n  and now e e r v e s  a s  a  b a i t  c a b i n  f o r  
f o r e s t r y  workers .  S e v e r a l  y e a r s  ago a  German w i r e l e s s  s e t  was exhumed 
from t h e  e a r t h  f l o o r ,  g i v i n g  r i s e  t o  t h e  t h e o r y  t h a t  t h r s  was t h e  l a i r  
of a n  enemy a g e n t  s e n t  t o  spy on t h e  Barrow shipyards. 

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  of c rude  o r e  from No2 Level t o  t h e  m i l l ( a  v e r t i c a l  
d i s t a n c e  of 1 0 0 0 f t )  was a  problem a l l e v i a t e d  by t h e  c o e t r u c t i o n  of a n  
i n c l i n e d  tramway. T h i s  i s  one of t h e  f i n e s t  examples of an  i n c l i n e  
r ema in ing  today i n  Cumbria. The r a i n  of t h e  drum house ,  on t h e  same 
h o r i z o n  as No.2 b u t  a l i t t l e  t o  t h e  w e s t ,  etwnde adamantly m i d s t  o  
chaos  of s c r e e .  Baulks of heavy t imber  end l a r g e  c a s t  h e a r i n g  mount1@ 
remain i n  e i t u ,  w h i l e  a  s e c t i o n  of t h e  c a e t  drum wheel l i e s  s h a t t e r e d  

/ 

- 



1. , re~t~bers  o f  C.A.T. a t  Red D e l l .  

2 .  Tir.lber framework i n  Thr idd l e  
Sha f t  BY-pass. 

3 .  I n t r e p i d  P.nawes prepares  t o  
descend - Red Del l  s t opes .  

4 .  Deep Level a t  Fleraingl S ?l ine.  

5. p.Flerning h igh ly  s a t i s f i e d  
wi th  t h e  day. 



o u t s i d e  t h e  e n t r a n c e  of No.3 Level. The upper  h a l f  of t h e  i n c l i n e  i a  
of a r a l e e d  masonry c o n e t r u c t i o n  and i s  moet ly  i n t a c t .  l laliway down ~t 
c r o a s e a  Yinee B i l l  Beck, o r i g i n a l l y  by means of a  wooden b r i d g e  which 
ha8 s i n c e  v a n i s h e d ,  and c o n t i n u e s  t o  t h e  m i l l  i n  t h e  bottom of a deep  
c u t t i n g  which c a n  be e a s i l y  viewed f rom t h e  road .  

Above t h e  e n t r a n c e  of No.3 L e v e l ,  on t h e  o l d  m i n e r ' s  t r a c k  which 
z lg-zags  up t h e  f e l l ,  was t h e  smi thy  and mine o f f i c e .  A c l o s e  inspection 
of t h e  r u i n s  r e v e a l e  t h e  remains  of t h e  s m i t h ' s  h e a r t h .  Small ho lea  i n  
t h e  atonework of t h e  doorway a r e  t h e  t e l l - t a l e  e i g n e  of where t h e  s m i t h  
t e a t e d  h i s  newly sha rpened  d r i l l a .  

High above Arn ieon 'n  Leve l ,  and a l i t t l e  t o  t h e  e a s t ,  i s  a  nha l low 
t r o u g h l i k e  d e p r e a e i o n  a t o p  o s p o i l  heap.  Th i s  i e  a  c o l l a p s e d  t r i a l  and 
i e  n o t  mentioned i n  e i t h e r  P o s t l e t h w a i t e  o r  Shaw. A t  a n  a l t i t u d e  of 
app rox ima te ly  2 3 0 0 f t  t h i e  must r a t e  a a  one of t h e  h i g h e s t  m i n e r a l  ven t -  
u r e a  i n  Cumbria. 

EXPLOMTION . 
Enthusiaem whetded by a s e n t e n c e  in :Shawae  "Mining i n  t h e  Lake 

Coun t i ee"  - "It i e  s a i d  t h a t ,  i n  a l l ,  650 fathoms of l e v e l e  were d r i v e n " ,  
I embarked on a n  e x p l o r a t o r y  f o r a y  up  t h e  d e f i l e  of Minee B i l l  i n  J u l y  
1981. My t h e o r y  t h a t  t h e  l e v e l s  above No.2 were l i n k e d  by a n  i n t e r n a l  
s h a f t  o r  ore-paea was g i v e n  impetua by t h e  f a c t  t h a t  no t r a c e 8  of i n c l -  
i n e a  o r  mine r ' a  p a t h a  c o u l d  be d i e c e r n e d  on t h e  f e l l e i d e  above No.2. 
Thia i n f o r m a t i o n ,  ooup led  w i t h  s n i p p e t s  g l eaned  from v a r i o u a  l i t e r a r y  
a o n r c e a ,  eugges t ed  t h a t  t h e  b e e t  p l a c e  t o  commence o p e r a t i o n e  would be 
t h e  t o p  r a t h e r  t h e n  t h e  more obvioue  and a p p e a l i n g  e n t r a n c e  t o  No.2. 
d o r e v e r ;  a e w i f t  v i e i t  t o  Arnisone  Level  p u t  p a i d  t o  t h i s  i d e a ,  t h e  a d i t  
b e i n g  l o e t  b e n e a t h  a  d a u n t i n g  expanse  of s c r e e ,  and eo I d e c i d e d ,  Hobson'a 
c h o i c .  r e a l l y ,  t o  c o n c e n t r a t e  on No.1. 

S e v e r a l  months l a t e r ,  on t h e  day b e f o r e  Chr ie tmae  Qve, Chr ie  Jonea  
and I b a t t l e d  o u r  way th rough  t h e  December anowe, w i e l d i n g  ice-axe8 and 
cramponr ,  t o  t h e  humid b l a c k  h o l e  t h a t  wus No.1, By t h e  t ime we had e l i c e d  
o u r  way th rough  a  s i x  f o o t  deep  d r i f t  i n t o  t h e  a d i t  n i g h t  wae c l o e i n g  i n  
f a e t .  I made a  h a e t y  e o r t i e  a l o n g  t h e  l e v e l  ( c o n c i o u s  of  be ing  2000l't up 
g n g l a n d ' e  t h i r d  h i g h e e t  mountain i n  t h e  d e p t h s  of a n  a r c t i c  e v e n i n g ) ,  wi th-  
o u t  my e p e c t a c l e e  which r e f u s e d  t o  e t a y  un-eteamed because  of t h e  d r a m a t i c  
d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t empera tu re .  N e v e r t h e l e e e  t h i n g e  went w e l l .  

The f i r e t  t e n  f e e t ,  where t h e  t u n n e l  r a n  through t h e  e c r e e ,  waa 
t imbered  and i n  a  r e l a t i v e l y  u n a t e b l e  c o n d i t i o n ;  a f t e r  t h a t  i t  r a n  th rough  
good e o l i d  ground,  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  l i n e  of t h e  Old Vein. S e v e r a l  b a c k f i l l e d  
paebagee branched o f f  h e r e  and t h e r e ,  and i n  one p l a c e  t h e  l e v e l  opened 
o u t  i n t o  a q u i t e  e i z a b l e  e tope .  Two hnndred f e e t  i n  t h e r e  wae a n  up tu rned  
wheelbarrow l y i n g  i n  t h e  paseage ,  though e a d l y  i t  wae w h e e l l e e e ,  and beyond 
t h e  s t o p e  a n  improvieed  bench f o r  t h e  mine r s  t o  s i t  on and t a k e  t h e i r  anap. 
Three  hundred and f i f t y  f e e t  i n  l c o u l d  h e a r  c a e c a d i n g  w a t e r ;  and t h e r e ,  

r above my head ,  wee a n  i m p r e s s i v e  e t o p e  e o a r i n g  up t o  Arn iaon ' s  Level .  Aha, 
t h o u g h t  l ,  t h i n g e  a r e  h o t t i n g  up. Twenty f e e t  f u r t h e r ,  i n  t h e  f l o o r ,  wae 
a b l a c k  chasm down which t h e  w a t e r  plummeted. I r e g a r d e d  i t ,  e p e c t a c l e l e e e ,  
w i t h  mixed f e e l i n g s  of h o r r e r ,  j u b i l a t i o n ,  and diemay. T h i e ,  i t  a p p e a r e d ,  
wan t h e  r o u t e  down t o  No.2. 

A meet  had been o r g a n i z e d  f o r  t h e  2 7 t h  of  December. We aseembled on 
t h e  road  o u t e i d e  Vythburn c a r p a r k  ( t h e  c a r p e r k  i t e e l f  wae snowed up)  equip-  
ed w i t h  ice-axes ,  yopes ,  crampons, e t c . ,  and made t h e  a e c e n t  t o  No.1 i n  
A lp ine  c o n d i t i o n s .  A t  t i m e s  t h e  wind and s p i n d r i f t  were eo e e v e r e  we were 
f o r c e d  t o  l i e  i n  t h e  snow and hang on g r imly  t o  o u r  g e a r  w h i l e  t h e  e lement8  
b l a s t e d .  Nine membere made t h a t  a s c e n t :  t hey  w i l l  n o t  f o r g e t  i t  q u i c k l y .  

I had n o t  f u l l y  e x p l o r e d  t h e  l e v e l  on my p r e v i o u s  v i e i t  f o r  I h a d n ' t  



f a n c i e d  s k i r t i n g  t h e  s h a f t  by myse l f .  S b o f t  n e g o a i a t e d  t h e  passage  con- 
t i n u e d  f o r  some d l s t a n c e  b e f o r e  end ing  I n  a  sma l l  s t o p e .  We found a  broken 
d r i l l - e t e e l ,  two i r o n  wedges, and a n  o l l  lamp. But most impreee ive  wae 
t h e  e h a f t  down t o  No.2. I t  wae s t e e p l y  i n c l i n e d  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t h i r t y  f e e t  
b a t  appea red  t h e n  t o  d r o p  ~ n t o  a  b l a c k  void .  We lobbed s t o n e s  down and 
from t h e  n o l e e  formed t h e  ampreasion t h a t  l t  was v e r t l c a l  f o r  i ts  e n t l r e  
150-200f t 

I n  F e b r u a r y ,  when t h e  snows had f i n a l l y  v a n l e h e d ,  E r i c  Uo l l and ,  
Mark Wickenden, C h r i s  Jonee  and myre l f  r e t u r n e d  w i t h  l a d d e r s  and r o p e s  
f o r  a n  a t t e m p t  a t  t h e  s h a f t .  But we were conf ron ted  w i t h  a  problem h l t h -  
e r t o  un fo r seen .  During t h e  c o l d  s p e l l  t h e  volume of w a t e r  s p l a s h i n g  down 
t h e  v o i d  had been l r t t l e  more t h a n  a  t r l c k l e .  Now t h e r e  wae a  veritable 
Niagara .  We rega rded  t h e  e i t u a t i o h  dub loue ly  b e f o r e  r i g g l n g  t h e  p i t c h .  

Mark descended f i r s t ,  r e l u c t a n t l y  fo l lowed by myse l f .  The d e a c e n t  
war r p e c t a c u l a r :  once p a s t  t h e  i n c l i n e d  s e c t l o n  r t  dropped I n t o  a n  i m -  
mense s t o p e  t h e  d imens lone  of which,  and  mlnd-boggling v a s t n e e a ,  d e f y  
d e s c r i p t r o n .  Mark wae on a  l e d g e  s h e l t e r i n g  from t h e  s r a y .  Bes lde  him wae 
a wheelbarrow i n  p e r f e c t  c o n d i t i o n ,  a wooden l a d d e r ,  and a  s e t  of d r l l l -  
s t e e l a .  We l e f t  a l l  a r t i f a c t s  i n  s i t u  f o r  posterity. 

We had a  look up a  s h o r t  t u n n e l ,  w a i s t  deep  i n  w a t e r ,  b l l n d  a t  one 
end and c o l l a p s e d  a t  t h e  o t h e r .  And t h a t  appeared  to  be ~ t .  D ~ s a p p o l n t e d ,  
we s h u f f l e d  a b o u t  I n  t h e  d e b r i s  f e e l i n g  c o l d ,  we t ,  and q u ~ t e  m i s e r a b l e .  
Then Mark dislodged some r o c k s  and a  h o l e  appeared .  We rumbled down th rough  
t h i s  maea of perched b o u l d e r s  and d ropped ,  literally, th rough  what had 
once been a  wooden hopper  i n t o  a  g r a n d ,  epac ioue  l e v e l .  And, my God, ~t 
was e n d l e e e .  I t  went on and on;  b ranches  h e r e  b ranches  t h e r e ;  z l n c  a l r  
d u c t i n g ,  p i l e s  of b a r y t e s ,  c l e v i e  hooks ,  s h o v e l s .  No.2 r e a l l y  had been 
t h e  m ~ i n  p roduce r .  We s p e n t  t h e  b e s t  p a r t  of a n  hour  poking  a b o u t ,  l o o k i n g  
i n t o  c o r n e r s  and werghing  up digs. C l e a r l y  a n o t h e r  v i s i t  wee required, 
l a t e r  I n  t h e  y e a r ,  t o  s u r v e y  t h e  mine and t a k e  photographs .  

The amcent back t o  No.1 was, t o  u s e  a  cav lng  r a t h e r  t h a n  a  mxnlng 
expression - e p o r t y .  Only t h o s e  who have s c a l e d  2 0 0 f t  of e l e c t r o n ,  eus- 
pended I n  a  voluminous t o r r e n t  of mel t -water ,  wearing nought  b u t  c o t t o n  
o v e r a l l e  and a  ha rd  h a t  w i l l  a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  dub ious  delights. I c a n  s a y  
w i t h  my hand on my h e a r t ,  l o o k l u g  back a t  t h e  g l a r i n g  w h l t e  t h u n d e r i n g  
w a t e r  b l u r r l n g  my e y e s  and wrenching t h e  a i r  f rom my l u n g e ,  t h a t  i t  wee 
t h e  w o r s t  experience of my l i f e .  Ho l l  on Summer. 
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. . EL DOBADO ? 

Summer came and went ,  80 they  t e l l  me, i n  t h e  b l i n k i n g  of a n  eye.  
Ju ly  and August rumbled by and September ,  which was r a t h e r  damp, would 
h a r e  eecaped a l s o  had I n o t  r o w e d  my p o r t e r e  from t h e i r  premature hib-  
e r n a t i o n  and coaxed them o v e r  Dnnmail l i a i s e  w i t h  promises  of l e i e u r e l y  
rambles  and c l a e s i c  a b s e i l s .  Seven of u s  met a t  Wytliburn one wet morning 
and s t a l k e d  o f f  t h rough  t h e  d r i p p i n g  f o r e s t ;  b u t  by t h e  time we r eached  
t h e  mine t h e  sky was b l u e  and t h e  s u n s h i n e ,  g l o r i o u e .  A lae ,  t h e  w a t e r f a l l  
was i n  f u l l  e p a t e  and seemed even more u n a p p e a l l i n g  t h a n  i t  had done i n  
Februa ry .  Undaunted, and wiee ly  garbed  i n  neoprene ,  we abbed down Godafoss 
S tope  impervious  t o  t h e  thunder ing  s p r a y  ( ~ u d a f o s s  - I c e l a n d i c  f o r  water -  
f a l l  of t h e  gods . ) .  

Down on No.2 Mark d i s c o v e r e d  an o l d  c l o g ,  which we had miseed on t h e  
p r e v i o u s  v i s i t ,  and ,  c u r i o u s l y  enough, a  s h e e p ' s  horn  trimmed and f a s h i o n e d  
s o  r e  b e l i e v e ,  f o r  c a r r y i n g  b l a c k  powder. 

A t  t h e  n o r t h - e a s t e r n  extremity of t h e  l e v e l  i e  a  r i e e  choked w i t h  
c o l l a p s e d  v e i n  m a t e r i a l .  We had a  look  a t  t h i s  w i t h  a  view t o  d i g g i n g  i t  
some time i n  t h e  f u t u r e .  I n t e r e s t i n g  p o i n t  - we could  look up  t h e  r i s e  
th rough  t h e  d e b r i e  and s e e  a  compressed-a i r  p i p e  runn ing  up t h e  s i d e ;  a l s o  
t h e r e  was much t imber  mingled wzth t h e  r u b b l e .  Another  i n t e r e s t i n g  p o i n t  - 
a l l  t h e  r a i l s  had been removed from t h e  mine d u r i n g  t h e  1880 ' s  immediately 
a f t e r  i t  was c l o s e d  down; y e t  t h e r e  a r e  s h o r t  1engLha j u t t i n g  o u t  from 
under  t h e  r u b b l e ,  t h e r e f o r e  t h i e  c o l l a p s e  occured  b e f o r e  t h e  s c r a p  men 
raneacked t h e  p l a c e .  l have a  bu rn ing  d e e i r e  t o  eee  what l r e e  a t  t h e  t o p  
of t h e  r i s e  y e t  t o  d i g  from t h e  bottom would be a ma jo r  o p e r a t i o n  and 
f r a u g h t  w i t h  dange r ,  I have r e a s o n  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  ~t l e a d s  i n t o  an imm- 
e n s e  s t o p e .  Watch t h i e  space ,  

While p l o t t i n g  o u t  my su rvey  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  even ing  s e v e r a l  i n t e r e s t -  
i n g , p o i n t s  came t o  l i g h t .  The most i m p o r t a n t  one was t h a t  from my modest 
s k e t c h  i t  was p o s s i b l e ,  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t ime ,  t o  work o u t  where t h e  p r i n c -  
i p a l  v e i n s  were s i t u a t e d  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  l e v e l s .  A r n i s o n ' s ,  No.1 and 
No.2 were a l l ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  Shaw, d r i v e n  on t h e  Old Vein. F a i r  enough, i t ' e  
a l l  s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d  s o  f a r .  But b o t h  1 and 2 ,  Iialfway a l o n g ,  v e e r  wes t  
on to  t h e  Blue Rock. P r e v i o u s l y  I had amsumed Godafoss S tope  t o  be on t h e  

l Old Vein.  l t ' e  n o t ,  i t ' s  on t h e  Blue Rock. 
Shaw s t a t e s  t h a t  t h e s e  two v e i n s  were r i c h e s t  a t  t h e i r  j u n c t i o n e  

w i t h  t h e  SW-NE Brown Cove Vein. Godafoss l i e s  a t  one of t h e s e  j u n c t i o n s .  
But he a l s o  goes on t o  8 t a t e : "The  Old Vein was t h e  more p r o d u c t i v e  and 
produced eome h i g h l y  a r y e n t i f e r o u s  g a l e n a " .  Yet  t h e  Old Vein, on bo th  l e v e l e  
h a s  n o t  been s t o p e d  o u t  a t  a l l .  So where i s  t h e  o t h e r  j u n c t i o n ,  which,  we 
a r e  l e d  t o  b e l i e v e ,  was r i c h e r  t h e n  t h e  one on t h e  Blue Hock? 

I s h a l l  r e v e a l  a l l .  I f  we p r o j e c t  a  l i n e  a l o n g  Brown Cove on No.2 

l 
f rom Godafose,  i t  i n t e r s e c t 6  t h e  Old Vein a t  Clog Corner .  Here No.2 l e v e l  . f o r k s .  The l e f t  b ranch  c o n t i n u e 8  a l o n g  t h e  Old Vein w h i l e  t h e  r i g h t  f o l l o w e  
Brown Cove. The re fo re  Clog Corner  i s  t h e  s i t e  of t h e  r i c h  ore-body a l l u d e d  
t o  by Shaw. A t  t h i s  p o i n t  my theory  s h o u l d  d i s e i p a t e  w i t h  t h e  beery  fumes 
from which i t  a r o s e  f o r  a t  Clog Corner  t h e r e  i s  nought  b u t  a  conf luence  of 
paseageo.  But i t  s t a n d e  f i r m e r  t h a n  e v e r .  T h i r t y  paces  from t h e  c o r n e r ,  on 
Brown Cove, i e  t h e  choked r i s e  w i t h  i t s  a i r - p i p e ,  i t s  v e i n  a t o n e ,  i t s  
timberm, and i t s  r a i l s .  

I b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  r i s e  a scends  i n t o  a  s t o p e  which i s  l a r g e r  than  
Godafose;  t h a t  i t  e o a r s  mind-bogglingly up t o  Arn ieon ' s  Level 350ft above 
a e  does  Godafoss (Shaw s t a t e s  t h e  j u n c t i o n 6  were mined on a l l  t h r e e  l e v e l s ) ,  
and t h a t  u n l i k e  Godafoes i t  w i l l  be q u i t e  dry .  My t h e o r y  1s s t r e n g t h e n e d  
by t h e  f a c t  a l l  t h e  zinc a i r - d u c t i n g  and hangers  f o r  a i r -hoggera  e t c .  t o  
be found i n  t h e  whole mine,  a r e  i n  t h e  passage  l e a d i n g  t o  t h e  r i s e ,  a e e e r t -  
i n g  t h a t  t h i s  was t h e  s c e n e  of t h e  f i n a l  o p e r a t i o n s .  The t u n n e l  t o  t h e  
hoppere a t  Godefose 18 devoid  of a l l  s u c h  p a r a f a n a l i a .  

Food f o r  t h o u g h t ,  eh? 



9ccurences o f  Co:~,?er i n  Furness and South  Cuzhr ia .  

- (Most of  t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  t a k e n  from a p a p e r  submi t t ed  by Ray 
Bland b u t  h a s  been e d i t e d  f o r  t h i s  p u b l i c a t i o n  by C h r i s  J o n e s . )  

T h i s  accoun t  a t t e m p t s  t o  l i s t  some of  t h e  mines ,  t r i a l s ,  sho1.v~ 

and h i s t o r i c a l  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  copper  i n  t h e  s o u t h  of  Cumbria, exc- 

l u d i n g  t h e  a r e a  which is covered by E r i c  Holland i n  h i s  r e c e n t  

wwrk on Conis ton  and D i s t r i c t .  

ULVERSTON AREA. 

IT seems v e r y  l i k e l y  t h a t  some m i n e r a l  must l ~ a v e  been p r e s e n t  
judging by t h e  amount o f  i n t e r e s t  shown i n  t h i s  a r e a  i n  t h e  1 8 t h  

and 1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  b u t  no t r a c e  o f  t h e  m i n e r a l  can be  found today .  

The first  ev idence  o f  i n t e r e s t  s o  f a r  found i s  t h a t  i n  1759 s e a r c h e s  

were b e i n g  made a t  Egton-cum-Newland and Arrad Foot by t h e  Arrad 

Company, o t h e r w i s e  known a s  Anthony T i s s i n g t o n  of  A l f r e t o n  C% Co. 

D e s p i t e  obvious  i n t e r e s t  a f t e r  t h i s  n o t h i n g  was accomplished u n t i l  

t h e  1 8 5 0 1 s  when s e v e r a l  t a k e  n o t e s  were i s s u e d  b y  tile Euccleugh 

a g e n t  a l t h o u g h  l i t t l e  work seems t o  have  been done. 
Duchess L O $ ( F , ~ Y  a l s o  i n c l u d e  C u t r a k e )  :-In 1901 Hobison r e c a l l e d  
s e e i n g ,  as a boy,  an  a t t e m p t  by Col. S r a d d y l l  t o  f i n d  copper b u t  

abandoned t h e  v e n t u r e  a f t e r  a few f e e t ,  t h i s  rdaS probab ly  i n  t h e  
1'61cO's. A h o l e  a t  t h e  t o p  o f  Outrake n e a r  t h e  Coronat ion  b o n f i r e  s i t e  

was s topped  a f t e r  f o u r  f e e t ,  t h e  s e a r c h e r s  were unknown. It i s  probab le  

t h a t  t h e y  were one and t h e  same. L a t e r  e x p l o r a t i o n  a l s o  proved nothip: 

i n  1854-55. 
E~ton-cum-Newland;- According t o  F e l l ,  T i s s i n g t o n  had n l e a s e  i n  

t h i s  a r e a  as  w e l l  as B r a d d y l l  b u t  no ev idence  e x i s t s  a s  t o  where 

o r  how many t r i a l s  were m a d e f ~ e l l ,  1908) 

Newland Beck Tr ia l : -A  s h o r t  mine l e v e l  a t  t h e  s i d e  o f  t h e  beck ,  

t h i s  may b e  a copper  t r i a l  though no m i n e r a l  i s  v i s i b l e f ~ o l l . a n d ,  1767) 

Arrad ?@ot:- F e l l  g i v e s  d e t a i l s  o f  t h e  l e a s e ,  and s t a t e s  t h a t  i n  

1759 Arrad Foot was t h e  s i t e  w h i l s t  t h e  smel thouse  w a s  p robab ly  i n  

Greenodd. F e l l  a l s o  s t a t e s  t h a t  t h e  work n e v e r  a t t a i n e d  a n y  i'yipor- 
t a n c e  and were soon abandoned. No work i s  now v i s i b l e .  
DALTON AREA 
Anty Cross:-Copper Ore was found i n  t h e  I r o n  ' o r e  v e i n  a lo r ,~ :  t h e  1,vhole 

l e n g t h  of t h e  2,000 f e e t  ve in , though much more stron,.;ly c i t  t ,he west  

end. The v e i n  c o n t i n u e s  t o  t h e  E a s t  though no t r i a l s  were e v e r  t a k e n  

a l o n g  it. The w e s t e m e n d  s topped  a t  a f a u l t  and althouk:17 it showed 
e v e r y  s i g n  of  con t , inu inc  work could  n o t  Be  advanced because  t h e  s u r f a c e  

- .  w a s  covered by a cernetary. 



28. 
'(Other in format ion  r eya rd ing  Anty Cross Xine has been received bjr , - 
me and w i l l  h o p e f u l l y  be incorpora ted  i n t o  f u t u r e  a r t i c l e .  CDJ.) 

..The copper o r e  w a s  found i n t e r s p e r s e d  i n  t h e  i r o n .  This  s t r s n ~ , e  s t a t e  

of a f f a i r s  can be p a r t l y  expla ined by t h e  h i g h l y  s h a t t e r e d  f a u l t  
zone which r a n  through t h i s  area. The o re  was complex, consis t in ,?  of 

s u l p h i d e s ,  ox ides  and carbonates .  

Park Minesl.& Thwaite Flat Mines:; Although no copper i s  r epo r t ed  

found smal l  b i t s  of malach i te  have been c o l l e c t e d  o f f  s p o i l  heaps 

a t  both  s i t e s .  
North Stank Mines (9 North Newton Mine:- Pockets of  copper o r e  were 
r epo r t ed  occu r r ing  i n  i n  t h e s e  n i n e s  bu t  it i s  no t  known which ve in  

c a r r i e d  t h e  o re .  
LINDAL AREA 
Lindal  Moor:- Chalcopyr i te  was found e t  B39, b u t  no c e r t a i n  proof e x i s t s .  

I Hapegi l l  & Highf i e ld  1iines:- ! lalachite and Cupr i te  hsve been found i r :  
I 

t r a c e s  and i n  191 5 t h e  Barrow Ilaemgtite S t e e l  Company re--opened t h e  

l z t t e r  t o  s ea rch  f o r  copper b u t  wi th  no apparen t  success .  
Na r t i n  Copper T r i a l : -  The exac t  s i t e  i s  no t  c l e a r  2nd s o  f a r  :is is 
-known no copper was found. 
'OTHER AREAS 

Sea dood Copper M i n e ; -  me phys i ca l  l ayou t  of  t h i s  x i n e  i s  outliner! 
I 

else-ihere '(Wollanl?. 1960 2 1967). Its corn?le+,e h i s t o r y  i s  c l s o  o u t l i n e ~ l  

and w r i t t e n  up. The almost  v e r t i c a l  c a l c i t e  ve in  c ~ r r i e s  t r a c e s  of  

ma lach i t e ,  a z u r i t e ,  c u p r i t e  and t e n o r i t e  which have concentra ted i n  

pockets.  There i s  some 1300 f e e t  of ground explored :-t-~ou~--l- only  1-1 l l f  
of  t h i s  was produc t ive .  The mine \;;S l a s t  \~~orI ted by  some uni i i e r~ t i f i e r l  

miners from 1863 t o  1870. The l e v e l  i n  t h e  q u a r r i e s  ;:Save s an  acces s  

tunne l .  

Bur l ington S l y t e  2 u n r r i e s : -  Chalcopyr i te  can be found nn t h e  !!osth- 

South, J o i n t s .  

dlusland Fool:- Fine  specimens of  copper o r e  can sor-ietirnes be four_'. 

nea r  t h e  brooks of Ruslsnd. There a r e  no evidence of Cooper v c i n s ,  
but  t h e r e  i s  a s t o r y  thcrt Greenburn cdpper was brou;;ht t o  Iiuslan2 

woods where 3 f o r g e r s  n i n t  made "R~rslnnd gu iness :  copper b r i g h t  ,;S 
g o l d 1 .  :hen n a g i s t r a t e s  < q t t e ~ p t e d  t o  f i n d  t h e  min t ,  t h e  counterfeiters 

threw t h e i r  p l a n t ,  co ins  and o r e  i n t o  t h e  pool  an6 made i;ood t h e i r  
escape. P ieces  of o r e  dropped i n  t,he rush  :?re  probably t h o s e  repor ted .  

, Greenodd Smel te r : -Bui l t  by T i s s ing ton  i n  1759 , the  d e t a i . 1 ~  of ~lrhicl: 

can be  seen  i n  F e l l  (190f3) 

. The .qbove a r e  on ly  an a b s t r a c t  of a much longe r  and more ccr,:?lete work 

which i n c l u d e s  d e t a i l s  of t h e  Piort,h Lsncnshire  copper r n i ~ e s  nrourxl. 

: Wharton. Explora t ion  and r e s e a r c h  on t h i s  s u b j e c t  is s t i l l  c o ~ t i n u i ; ~ g  
and much h a s  y e t  t o  be d ~ n e .  






