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BY McF 

Ah y e s ,  1983 - I c a n  h e a r  t h e  s c e p t i c s  m u t t e r i n g  amid c a t e r w a u l i n g  
2 n d  g n a s h i n g  o f  t e e t h  - C r u i s e  m i s s i l e s ,  Grenada ,  r a d i o a c t i v e  s eaweed ,  t h e  Hitler 
Diaries, C e c i l  P a r k i n s o n ,  Norpex,  MY Andropov, Greenham Common; n o t  much o f  a 
yed r  by a l l  a c c o u n t s ,  b i t  o f  a non s tar ter ,  a l l  gloom and despondency.  So  I t h o u g h t  
I ' d  c h e e r  you a l l  ~ ! p  ( e s p e c i a l l y  t h o s e  who l i v e  n e a r  W i n d s c a l e )  and  g e n e r a l l y  
b r i g h t e n  your  l i v e s  w i t h  a m a g n i f i c e n t  c a t a l o g u e  of CAT d i s c o v e r i e s  and  ach ieve - .  
merits. You may f i n d  t h i s  h a r d  t o  swal low b u t  m i d s t  a l l  t h e  p l a g u e  and  p e s t i l e n c e  
we had a marve l lous  y e a r ,  a bumper y e a r ,  a sa l ad -day  y e a r ,  t h e  s o r t  o f  y e a r  t h a t  
o l d  men i n  b a t h - c h a i r s  r e c a l l  w i t h  t e a r s  t w i n k l i n g  on t h e i r  manacles, a v i n t a g e  
y e a r ,  a p i o n e e r i n g  y e a r ,  a f lag-waving  drum-beat ing  y e a r .  And i f  you t h i n k  I ' v e  
gone a b i t  o v e r  t h e  t o p  t h e r e ,  o r  you momen ta r i l y  formed t h e  i m p r e s s i o n  t h a t  
you 'd  been  i n  suspended-an ima t ion  f o r  t w e l v e  months ...........,... t o u g h  n u t s .  
I had a good t i m e  anyway. 

29-30th o f  J a n  - C o n i s t o n  Coppermines .  E x p l o r a t i o n  work i n  Red De1.l 
and Paddy End. Meet a t  BMSC h u t .  M.L. E.G. b l l a n d .  

.... . ..-.P-.- - - ~ .~ ~. . .. 
...~ 

Memories o f  t h a t  f i r s t  meet are h a u n t i n g l y  v i v i d  - A r c t i c  c o n d i t i o n s  
p r e v a i l e d  b o t h  i n s i d e  and  o u t s i d e  t h e  h u t .  Men sa t  i n  t h e  b a r  o f  t h e  
Crown w i t h  p i n t  g l a s s e s  f r o z e n  t o  t h e i r  l i p s .  Ah t h e  h a r d s h i p ,  t h e  human s a c r i f i c e ;  
s u c h  is d e v o t i o n .  

The 3 0 t h  o f  J a n u a r y  i s  a d a t e  t o  be emblazoned i n  CAT h i s t o r y .  We iilade 
a n  e p i c  d e s c e n t  o f  T r i d d l e  S h a f t  ( 4 0 0 f t  +) t a k i n g  w i t h  u s  a bau1.k o f  t j - m b e r s e v e n  
f e e t  l o n g  by t e n  i n c h e s  t h i c k  t o  p l u g  a  gap  i n  F lef i i ing ' s  L e v e l  (wh ich  v a s  a b o u t  
h a l f  way down). The t i m b e r  was d o n a t e d  t o  t h e  T r u s t  by a l o c a l  c o n t r a c t o r  and was 
p o s i t i o n e d ,  w i t h  rnuch g r u n t i n g  and  g r o a n i n g  o n  t h e  end  o f  a r o p e ,  by M a r t i n  /."label-, . 
motor mechan ic  by v o c a t i o n  and  m a s o c h i s t  by t r a d e .  

F e b r u a r y  dawned w i t h  a v i s i t  t o  F o r c e  Crag  Mine,  t h e  recent1 .y  aban-  
doned z i n c  and b a r y t e s  work ing  i n  t h e  w i l d s  o f  C o l e d a l e .  L o t s  o f  members t u r n e d  
o u t  f o r  t h i s  meet and  Mark Wickenden t o o k  them a l l  t h r o u g h  t h e  e l a b o r a t e  s y s t e m  
0.f l e v e l s ,  s h a f t s ,  and i n c l i n e s .  A l s o  i n  F e b r u a r y  we had a d i g  a t  t h e  e n t r a n c e  
o f  t h e  main l e v e l  a t  Yewthwaite  Mj.ne n e a r  Keswj-ck. We d i d n ' t  g e t  i n :  t h e  grour~c! was 
t o o  b roken .  Have s h a r p  r e c o l l e c t i o n s  o f  menber C a l v i n  d igg i -ng  w i t h  unbounded 
e n e r g y  and  e n c o u r a g i n g  a l l  and  s u n d r y  i n  h i s  r i c h  West Cumberland d i a l e c t .  A t  least 
I t h i n k  t h e y  were words  o f  encouragement' .  Rock on  Ronnie .  

March ...... a h  y e s  ..... L a n c a s t e r  Ho le  t o  County P o t ,  t h e  a n n u a l  c a v i n g  
t r i p .  T h i s  was a  memorable d a y .  Those  who c l a i n ~ e d  t o  be a d e p t  a t  p o t h o l i n g  had  a 
rough time w h i l e  t h o s e  who had done n o t h i n g  but min ing  t h o u r o u g h l y  e n j o y e d  them- 

.sel .ves.  I t h i n k  w e  were a l l  a b i t  s t i f f  a f t e r  f o r g i n g  up  that-. s t r e a m  p a s s a g e  b: .~t  
it was w e l l  w o r t h  i t .  Mr H o l l a n d  came t o  g r i e f  ( s e v e r a l  t i m e s )  i n  a whirl.poo1 
and  la ter  i n  a t i g h t  s q u e e z e  c a l l e d  D i c k ' s  Di lema.  A l so  Mike Maher d i d  a l o t  o f  
g r u n t i n g  and  g r o a n i n g  i n  a  f l a t  o u t  crawl c a l l e d  P o e t i c  J u s t i c e .  And I ' m  s o r r y  
b u t  I j u s t  c a n ' t  f i . i i i - sh  t h i s  p a r a g r a p h  w i t h o u t  m e n t i o n i n g  Mark Wic.keriden who 
d r o v e  h i s  c a r  t h r o u g h  a  s t o n e  wall on h i s  way up t o  B u l l p o t  Farm. 

E a s t e r  .... w e  camped a t  Bontddu n e a r  D o l g e l l a u  a n d ,  a s  a l w a y s  on o u r  
E a s t e r  e x p e d i t i o n s ,  had b e a u t i f u l  w e a t h e r .  On Good F r i d a y  f o u r  o f  u s  a b s e i l e d  
down .a  s h a f t  i n t o  Clogau  Mine and  had a11 eye-opener  o f  a  t r i p  t h r o u g h  t h e  o l d  
go1.d w o r k i n g s .  On S a t u r d a y  w e  d r o v e  dowri t o  C w m y s t ~ y t h  Mine ant1 had a v e r y  i n t e r - -  
e s t i n g  a f t e r n o o n  e x p l o r i n g  t h e  m a s s i v e  s t o p e s ,  some o f  which  s t i l l  r e t a i n e d  t h e i r  
o r i g i n a l  m i n e r s '  l a d d e r s .  'There was rnuch t o  p h o t o g r a p h  b o t h  ilrlderground and on 
t h e  m i l l  s i t e .  Cwmystwytb was a p o p u l a r  mee t ,  t h i r t e e n  members t w r n i n g  o u t .  On 4; 

Sunday e i g h t  members v i s i  z d  Cwyrifynydd Mi.ne, which i s  a  g o i n g  c o n c e r n .  I t  had k 

c l o s e d  f o r  t h e  weekend and  t h e  g a t e  was l o c k e d  s o  w e  e x p l o r e d  some ~ l . d e r  w o r k - i n ~ s  



h i g h e r  up t h e  v a j  l ey  where ,  on o u r  f i r s t  L'elsh v i s i t ,  w e  had found m i s p i c k e l  cryst.-t . j .-; .  
2x2  on  E a s t e r  Mor;day we had a  d e l i g h t f t l l  s t r o l l .  up i n t o  t h e  f e l l s  above  Nantpcnn- 
aiit t o  t a k e  p h c ~ t o s  o f  a n  abandoned wa te rwhee l  or1 a coppe rmin ing  s i t e .  The w h e e l ,  
a l t h o u g i ~  r !~.st y  , c o u l d  s t i l l  be t u r n e d .  A l s o  t h e r e  was a n  impres s i . ve  balance-bo!) 
i n  s i t u  above  t h e  c o l l a r  of  a f l o o d e d  s h a f t .  A shame,  we t . hough t ,  t h a t  it. was a l l  
g o i n g  t o  r a c k  and  r u i n ;  had i t  been n e a r e r  home w e  c o u l d  have  done somet-hing t o  
p r e s e r v e  i.t ( I  have  a vague  memory of  E.G.M. s a y i n g  he  was making a t r i p  t o  Wales  
w i t h  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  c r e o s o t i n g  t h e  t imberwork  on  t h j . s  s i t e .  I c a n ' t  remember now 
i f  he  a c t u a l l y  g o t  round  t o  i t .  P e r h a p s  on  a  f u t u r e  meet  we couli! t a k e  some p o t s  
and  b r u s h e s  a n d  have  a work ing  day  up t h e r e ) .  

On Mzy L)sy we had a  meet  a t  E a s e  Head c o p p e r  mine ,  which is t h e  1: : igh~st  
copper. rnine i n  Englarid.  Members dug i n t o  some a n c i e n t  workir igs  a n d ,  by a l l  a c c c u n t s ,  
had a jol1.y good day .  Then canic- t h e  1 5 t h  of  t h e  rnon'ih; a n o t h e r  day  t o  be emblaz-  
onerl i n  CAT h i s t o r y .  A f i v e - p e r s o n  teain ( f o u r  m e r i  and  a woman) a b s e i l e d  3G0Et 
down t h e  Red Dell s t o p e s  a t  Co i l i s t on  and  p i o n e e r e d  a  r o u t e  i n t o  t h e  l e g e n d a r y  
Cobbler:;' Ho le .  T h i ~ s  s u c c e s s f  ui.  t r i p  f  011 owed a n  e a r l i e r  a t  t empt  by C . D .  Jor:es ,  
PIar t i  n  Ma t~e r  , W j  cker idcn ,  and  I4cFadzean, where t h e  p a r t t c i p e n t s  manhandled t h e  
1-ubber d i n g h y  (by  some d e v i l i s h  and  undet:t~arrdcd rnear!s) t h r o u g h  3 0 0 f t  o f  s t o p e s  
a n d  chasms t o  t h e  foot :  o f  t h e  N e r ~  Eng ine  S h a f t  whe re ,  : . ~ i t h  a  s i g t i ,  i t  p rompt ly  
d c f l a t e t l .  Ey some q u i r k  i.n t h e  :.ai.is o f  phys i .cs  t h i s  u n f o r t u n a t e  C:J-af t ,  we dj.s- 
covcared, ' l eve l . l&  o u t  ' 16 i n c h e s  uncicr\cntcr wiii.Se c a r r y i n g  two p e r s o n s  a t  a Lirnc, 
arid t h u s  FIC were  t r a r ~ s p o r t e d  a1or:g t h e  f:looded s t o p e s  t o  a dead--end where ,  tT.ic!Itj. 
f ee t :  a b o v e  u s ,  w e  b e h e l d  t h e  en t r a : ; ce  p a s s a g e  t o  C o b b l e r s '  ISole tnr ! ta l . i z i .ng ly  
o u t  of reac.1-i. It was q ~ ~ i t e  a n  i~rinrlrvj.ng e x p c ~ - i e n c e  t o  padd1.e thro i !gh  waE.=:r ?ihi.cl~ 
w a s  i n  pl .nces w e l l  o v e r  a t:houssntl f e e t  a m p ,  i.n t h e  w o r l d ' s  f i r s t  subn !e r s ib l e  
i.li~>f<hy.. Eowevcr, t o  r e t u r n  t o  ? h e  1 5 t h  o f  May.. . . . . F l eming  t o o k  a  p a r t y  i n t o  
Flen!~Li:p,'s L e v e l  ( n o  i t  was n6.i named ir ,  h : i s  11onoar)  w h i l e  Wickenden,  B l e z a r d ,  
Dansori, Murp l~y ,  a n d  McFadzean abbed  down t h e  s t o p e s  and  l a n d e d  on Deep Level .  at: 
t h e  p l a c c  we l:ad gazed  up a t  n ? o ~ l t h s  ear l ic r  f rom t h e  d i n g h y .  Froin t h e r e  i t  was 
a n  e a s y  s t . r i i l ~ l  $ n t o  t h e  rnagnjf icenccl  o f  C;obtjl.ers' I Io le ,  a n  i.rnn~ense s t o p e  and  sit:<: 
of t h c  r i c h e s t  o r e  d e p o s i t  i n  t h e  C o n i s t o n  f e l l s .  

I n  Jui lc  we had a  weelcend up 2 t  Nentliead and  d e s c e n d e d ,  amongst  o t h e r  
t hill; ;s,  t h e  i 1 1 f  amous H~:e\,,ery S h a f t .  Q u i t e  a r~~ui:!ber- of  members made. t h e  250f t 
desc:cnt on e l e c t r o n .  l a d d e r  and I u r ~ d e r s t o n d  i t  t o o k  no s h o r t  l e n g t h  o f  tinie t o  
pgl  l t1:e;l) a l .1  out .  a g o j  n .  But  j L ' S  good ;o h e a r  t h a t  t h e s e  deep  p l a c - s  a r e  I~ei r ~ g  
vi.s-i.ted hy members o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  ' d a i - e d e v i l '  f a c t i o n ,  and  i.f i t  means l.ong \ w a r y  
h o u r s  o.! l ~ i  fel.ir;.i.rig and  r i g g i . n g  l a d d e r s ,  w e l l  t h e n ,  t h a t ' s  how i t  h a s  t o  b e .  

Now a b o u t  t h i s  t.i.n;i-. we had a meet  i ~ n  t h e  Duddon V a l l e y  t o  d i g  open 
a coppel- mine  h i g h  on t:he s i .de  o f  Hesk Fe1.l.  The d i g  went  w e l l ,  t h e  weat-her  was 
h o t  a n d  S W C R ~  y , £01 k had 2 g r a c d  d a y  and 2. sw:i.ai i n  t l i ~  ri \-c:-;  tli~t:!gl; aile of uilr 
!neinbc?rs had a n  u n f o r t u n a t e  (jxp(:~-i~-:::ce on h i  S W - y  t o  t h e  mine.  Ewan Can~eron  had 
rriot.orcyclec! a l l  t h e  way f rom Moni-rose i n  S c o t l a n d  s p e c i . f i c a l l y  t o  a t t e n d  t h i s  

-~ . . 

ciee'; and  ~arll.). h e  came t o  g r i e f  i n  t h e  hJovdlands Vall.cy f o u r  milcs ~ L - O ~ I  h i s  
d e s t i n a t i o n .  Ewan c o l l i d e d  w i t 1 1  a  c a r  and  v a s  knocked i n t o  a  s t o n e  w a l l ,  b r e a k i n g  
b o t h  o f  ]!is l e g s .  lll.om h i s  bed i l l  Nor th .  Ilon:;dal e  Hospi t a l  h e  f o r c e d .  a  g r i n ,  w h i l e  
recou!-::.in8 1-I~LS s t o r y ,  and  s h r u g g e d  h i s  s t l o u l d e r s  j.11 a g e s t u r e  t h a t  conveyed  t:he 
i .m!~rt?ssion i t  happc?ncd all .  t h e  t h e .  Never mi.nd Ewan.. . . . . .rest a s s u r e d  Y O U  a r e  
!lot t l ~  o n l y  men~ber who h a s  de~no i i . shed  a stor:e w a l l  on h i s  way t o  a meet.. 

The work ing  mine  v i s i t  was a huge  s u c c e s s ,  w i t h  s i x L e e n  mienbcrs t u r n - ,  
i n g  o u t  for-  a t r i p  down t h e  , a n l - l y d r i t e  nli.ne a t  Whi tehaven .  \?ie a l ~ l .  t o o k  l o t s  oii 
photogl -aphs  (wh ich  a-! l t u r n e d  ollt. i dcn t : i c i l l )  ; t h e  nlore niechanical:I.]; n~i-11ded arrloIigsL- 
u s  had  l e n g t h y  d i s c u s s i o n s  wi,t:h t h e  e n g i n e e r s ;  all6 Ji.11 Alde l -s ley  a t t e m p t e d  t-o 
dr i .ve  c i f  a T e r e x  72 :41  f a c e  shovel, [ l a i r  s t r ca l i l i ng  beh ind  h e r  l i k e  a  v a l k y r i e ,  
w 1 : i t e  k111.ickles c l e ~ l c h e d  on t l ~ e  % t e a r i n g  whee l .  A l l  good c l e a n  f u n .  Plembei-S rni.1: 

a t  K i n n - i s i d e  Mj.ne tlic f o l l o w i n g  day f o r  some e ~ p l . ~ r a t o r . y  work unde r  t h e  leatl(:rsl:i p 
o f  Geof Cl-am. 

The  Corntva11 t r i p  was ca!lcelleJ due  t o  l a c k  o f  i n t e r - e s t .  



.- - 
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i 
And t h e n .  . i t  ;;as t.he T i l b e r t h w x i t e  S h c i i t .  Now th.=.;i.. .... t h e  o n l y  ' S '  

g r a d e d  meet cjn t h e  l i s t .  F o u r  mernbers set. o u t  b u t  o n l y  t h r e c  r e a c h e d  t h e  bc.l:torl;, 
Wickcnden  c o l l a p s i n g  a t  t h e  h a l f - w a y  s t a g e  t h r o u g h  t h c  delayed effects  of 2d- 
v a n c e d  a l c o h o l  p o i s o ~ i i n g .  T h e  v a l i a n t  t . h r e e  wl~o  made i.t were C.D. J o n e s  RI?! 

C.H.  J o n e s  ( w h i c h  i s  ever1 more c o ~ l i u s i n g  i u  t h e  d a r k n e s s )  a n d  McFadzeaii .  Orice 
s a f e l y  a t  t h e  b o t t o m  we p u s h e d  t h e  H o r s e  L e v e l  s e v e r a l  h u n d r e d  f e e t  f u r t h e r  t h a n  
o n  t h e  p r e v i o u s  v i s i t  b u t  were f o r c e d  b a c k  when t h e  w a t e r  r e a c h e d  t h e  r o o f .  My 
s p e c i a l  a w a r d  f o r  ' D u n k i r k  S p i r i t . '  g o e s  t o  C.H.J.  who p l o u g h e d  o n  down t h e  p a s s a g e  
w i t h  h i s  n o s e  s c r a p i n g  a l o n g  t h e  r o o f  arid, b e f o r e  t h e  waves  a c t u a l l y  washed i n t o  
h i s  n o s L r i l s ,  won i n t o  a s p a c i o u s  s t o p e .  T h e  u n f o r t u n a t e  s p i n - o f f  o f  t h i s  gal lant  
d e e d  was  t h a t  t o  k e e p  u p  a p p e a r a n c e s  C . D . J .  a n d  McF. h a d  t o  f o l l o w  him.  

1.n Sept-ember- memhers B l e z a r d  a n d  Danson t h r e w  w i d e  t h e  d o o r s  o f  
Ashfc l .1  Farm a n d  !cindl.y a c t e d  a s  h o s t s  f o r  a weekend meet. A h a n d f u l  o f  ne11:bers 
t u r n e d  up e a r l y  o n  S a t u r d a y  m o r n i n g  e a g e r  t o  g e t  u n d e r g r o u n d  b11t H l e z a r d  s a i d  i t  
was t o o  c o l d  a n d  windy a n d  made u s  a l l .  g o  t o  Bealrrish museum i n s t e a d .  SO we went  
( u n d e r  p r o t e s t  of  c o u r s e )  a n d  s p e n t  l o t s  o f  money or1 t h e  merry-go-round a n d  i n  
t h e  t e a  room   firs^ n o t c d  s t r a n g e  phenoinenom - niembcr Murphy n e v e r  a c t u a l l y  s p c n t l s  
a n y  Lilorley. S h a l l  h a v e  t o  l e a r n  h i s  s e c r e t ) .  T h e  f o l l o w i n g  d a y  we d r o v e  i n t o  
S w a l e d a l e  t o  a t t e m p t ,  t h e  Hard L e v e l  t o  Brandy  B o t t l e  I n c l i n e  t h r o u g l l - t r i p .  ?!il<e 
M i t c h e l l  l e d  u s  u p  Hard L e v e l  b u t  h e  c o u l t l n ' t  remember t h e  way t - i ~ r o u g h  so i n  
t h c  c!i~tl we w e r e  ob lAged  t o  r e L r a c e  o u r  s t e p s .  We t h e n  spen t :  t w o  h o u r s  t r a p s j . n g  
o v e r  t h e  Yorkshire m o o r s  l o o k i n g  f o r  t h e  e n t k a n c e  t o  t h e  1 : n c l i n e .  Q u i t e  a n  e v o c -  
a t i  v e  e x p e r i e n c e  t r a m p i n g  t h r o c g h  m i . s t -  olic moment,  t o r r e n t i a l  r a i l 1  t h e  n e x t ,  
t h e n  . g l o r i o u s  s u i ~ s l i i . ~ i c ,  r~iist agofin - we K ( : I : ~  l i k e  t l r e  l o s t  9 t h  L e g i o n  o f f  t c ;  
f i g h t -  t h e  Pj c t s  . We never- d i d  l o c a t e  t h e  e n t r a n c e .  

T a l k i n g  a b o u t  g o i n g  o f f  t o  f i  ghi t h e  P i c t s ,  w e  h a d  a ~ icc lcend  i n  
N e n t h e a d  i n  October - ,  t h e  r . e p e ~ : c u s s i o n s  0:: w h i c h  a r e  s ~ i l . 1  e c h o i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e  
va l . l . eys .  It sc>ems w e  upset :  N o r p e x ,  a ki- i idred s o c - i i e t y ,  who are  i n v o l v e d  w i t h  ca- 
p1.orat i .on i io rk  i n  :lie NenLhead a r c n .  I ziil n o t  g o i n g  t o  on t h e  u i 1 s a i ~ o u ~ y  
accu: ,a t ior is  antl cou : l t e r - -accusn t Io : i s  which  h a v e ,  s i n c e  t h a t  t i m e ,  b e e n  £:lung b:.tck 
anil f o r t h  a c r o s s  t h e  P e n i n e s  b e c a u s e  t t i c y  a r e  b e i n g  d e s l t  w i t h  t h r o u g h  t h e  p r o p e r  
c h a r : n c l s ;  s u f f i . c e  t o  s a y  t h a t  o n  t h a t  meet n o  CAT member toolc p a r t  i n  a n y  c j c t i v -  
i'.t.y c o n t r a r y  t o  CAT, o r  N.rl?MO, g u l d e l  yines, a n d  t h a i  a l l  e x p l o r a t o r y  work w a s  
co1:ducted i.r: t h e  u s u a l  l e v e l  -heatled antl o p e n  nlai l ixr .  

011 S a t u r d a y  Jlavc? 2 l . u n d e l l  l e d  a s x r f a c e  w a l k  a r o u n d  t h e  mi.nes o f  
Kearda1.c a n d  d i s t l . i c : t .  Tl1i.s bias i-oliowccl by a n  e v e n i n g  e x c u r s i o n  i l l t o  Sma:!.l.cl.eugh 
t o  e x p l o r e  some u n c h a r t e d  t e l - r - i t o r y  i.n t h e  t l e p t h s  o f  t h e   nine. Gle d i . s c o v e r e d  t . i~at :  
t h e  m i n e  er1l:rarice h a d  beell  wa!.led u p  ( b e c a u s e  t?f a  r e c e n t  f a t a l - i t ? )  s o  w e  I-emovcc! 

~~. 

t h e  t o p  t h r e e  I - O ~ : S  ~f s t o n e s  (1thic.h w e r e  n o t  ce!ilenfed i n )  w i t h  tl~cr: i . n t e n t i o r i  of 
r e p l a c i n g  t.lipm 011 o u r  r e t u r n  -- o n l y  t o  f i -nd t h a t  someone had  b e a t e n  u s  t.o :i.!: aqcl 
wallec! u s  i n !  It a p p e a r s  t h a t  t h e  s l e e p y  v i l l a g e  o f  Nenthea t l  i i a rbou l - s  p1131itor;l 
w a l l e r s  who c o n d u c t  t . h e i r  work u n d e r  t h e  c o v e r  o f  da rkness ; .  

On S u n d a y  P.  Fl.einir;g I.ed a p a r t y  i n t o  B r o w n 1 . e ~  H i l l  E4i.r;e; t h r i s  wa:; 
followed by a br:ief w a l k  t o  e x n r l ~ i n e  sof ie  d e e p  a n d  UNFENCED s h a f  t c  o n  t h e  o ~ i t s k i r l : : ;  
o f  t h e  v i l l a g e .  Meanwhi le  a  t-hree-man tcnni  made a d e s c e n t -  o f  W e l . l g i l 1  Sf-laf L and  
pushed  t h e  N e n t  F o r c e  L e v e l  c o n s i d e r a b l y  f u r t h e r  t h a n  a n y o n e  hacl beer1 b e f o r e ,  pro- 
g r e s s  b e i n g  f i n a l l y  b a r r e d  by  a  ser ies  o f  i r o n  f r a m e s  a c r o s s  t h e  r o o f  o f  t h e  
p a s s a g e  ( t h r e e  : i n c h e s  o f  a i r  s p a c e  bc t \%ieen  t h e  r o o f  a n d  wat-er ] . eve1  a t  t h i s  p o j n t ) .  
T h i  s t-earn ( M a r t i n  T~laher , Id ic l i enden ,  a n d  McFadzcan)  h a s  come u n d e r  s e v e r e  i:ri t:ic.ism 
f r o m  Norpex  o v e r  t h e  t e c h n j . q u c s  employed  t o  d e s c e n d  t h e  s h a I t  and  a l . s o  t h e  safety 
a r r a n g c n i e n t c  a t  t h e  s h a f t  c o l  l a r .  I f  Norpcx  wou.Ld c a r e  t o  g e t  i l l  t o u c h  .i.li t:ll n!ly w:(? 
o f  t h e  t l - l r e e  men c .oncerned  t11ey would  b e  o n l y  t o o  happy  t o  alleviate t h e i r  w0ri-ii.s 
and p i l t  t h e  r e c o r d  s t r a i g h t .  

2 7 t h  o f  November -- G r e e n s i d e .  T h i r t y  two  p e o p l e  t u l - n e d  o u t  f o r  t h i s  
c l ~ a s s i c  t r i p .  My God t h e r e  were b o d i e s  p v c r y w h e r e .  T h e  meet l e a d e r  was l a s t  s e e n  
r u n n i n g  s c r e a m i r l g  o v e r  t h e  r i d g e  o f  Helvellyn p u l l i n g  h i s  h a i . r  o u t .  h't? w e r e  c.re!nm - 

ed i n t o  1,ucy Tongue  L e v e l  l i l te  u p r i g h t  s a r d i n e s .  l :ut  I t h i n k  c v c r y o n e  had  a good 



, tiriie. A m a z i n g i y  , a1r.i.d tl-!tl c h a o s ,  Ivlar-tj n Maher ail6 Mike Mitcliell managed t o  ca!-rv 
311t  some o r i y , i r ~ , i l  c.xplor.;~:-;on,  tic 1:ol-oier a b s e i l i n g  i n t o  o ~ t c  of '  t h e  :i.m~;iense st.ol:;,:; 
Lt~:.it f ]a:!!< t l l e  I ::tlderway i n  t h e  l o w e r  s t a g e s  a n d  making  v o i c e  c o n t : a c t  w i t h  t h e  
I n t t - e r  1:hrough o n e  o f  t h e  orc-  h o p p e r s  o n  Lacy Torlguc L ,eve l .  A d m i r a b l e  work chaps!  
T a k e  a bol,:. 

And t - h a t  b r i . n g s  u s  f i~ :a l . l .y  t o  t h e  B o x i n g  Day  meet. What a s p l e n d i d  
dny t h a t  was - b r i l l i a n t  s u n s h i . n e ,  t u r k e y  sand \ \ l i c l i es ,  B ~ 1 s h m i l . 1 ' ~  f r o m  C.1). J. ' S  

h i p - f l a s k ,  a n d  a h  y e s ,  t h e  d i g .  Twenty  f o u r  members r o l l e d  u p  t o  work  o f f - t h e  
e x c e s s e s  o f  t h e  f e s t i v e  s e a s o n  a n d  s u c c e e d e d  i n  e x c a v a t i n g  a t r e n c h ,  o f  mind- 
b o g g i - i n g  p r o p o r t i . o n s ,  w h i c h  d r a i n e d  Tayl -or  ' s  Leve:l a l n ~ o s t  c o m p l e t e l y .  Evt l ryone 
en , joycd  t:he d a y ;  e v e n  E.G.11. had  a srni1.e o n  h i s  f a c e .  Iv'e p u s h e d  t h e  l e v e l  as  f a r  
a s  i t s  c o n n e c t i o : ~  w i t h  t h e  Retl Del.1 s t o p e s  w h e r e  i t  was b l o c k e d  w-ith r o c k  z.r:d 
t i : n l ; e ~  . We s l i i f  t c d  s e v c i . a l  t o n s  o f  material b u t  f a i l e d  t o  wi.n t h r o ~ l g l i .  S t i . 1 1 . .  . . . 
bet- cc!r l e a v e  s o ~ i c t h i - n g  f o r 1  984. 

5 0 i - l ~  I:G 1:ecp oil abc?~!t l:h i .; hut, l . h e . 5 ~  c r c a i  111.cs ;#l-e 011 L t i i ?  d+::cl:i.nc 
v-, aii6 t i!ey :II-p oil(. of t lie Tcw cr.c>;lL~iros i1c l i nd uncle!-p,rol.~r:d. J r ~ e y  c2il, and  have, dilfii. 

;is ;!l.-! 3 C c ? \ ~ ~ i ; l -  ;il.l':-'ady h)i lccepin!; r,c::c:~-;!l l:iir~cs opcri :in otilc-:r ;)art.- cl' t-he c o u n t r y ,  
i-'lt.a:;c_; iT you (? . i scover  ariy of tliciil j r l  tlic in-i-~ics t h a t  you v i s i t . ,  e-ceil i f  tlic mines 
a r c  oi:: sj d e  Cu!!iSr-i .a,  let.  Ctl i - . is  Joncs I.:~io\\:. Try not  t o  d i s t u r b  them c ~ s p i + s i a l l  y i f 
t h e y '  r e  l i i  ! ,cr;!at i %.l:, j u s t  ~n:,ku a 11s!_c o f  t1ie.i r prr.c.i :,c po::i!.i o n  j n t h e  liiiLne anti  
s e n d  i i o ~ , ,  ( C t i c i  S'S a d d r c . s s  .i.s 3 Rc.1.l !i; L1 Cot t a:;es, P h i - t o n ,  Linda1.-:in-F::rness, 
I!l\ici stc!: : C:i.~ml;ria. ) . ?'l-le i nf 01 u a t i  on wj:l l b e  1)assc:d on l o t h e  N ~ t u r e  Cci-iz:er\sanc.y 
c.:c>,,;:c < 

I 1 ~ 1 - 1 o i ~  i.t-'S a bi. t  e a r - l y  s-i ~ ( - c  yc:!'vc or11 y j u s t  r e c c r i v e d  t h e  f i r s t  o!ic 
l;~.it wc o r e  keel! L o g e t  new rr!steri: l l  f o r  No. 2 - o n  a n y  s u b j e c t  r e l - a t e d  t o  mi . r~cs ,  
n o L  nect:;:;al.j l y in C~lmbr i :I , so  get. y 3111- I~CIIC:  o11t rio\< a n d  g i v e  us some inl:or.rii:~ t-i OII 

o n  y::j~:;- 1:et li:inr!. Serid j . t  t o  t h e  c < l i t . o r  - addr-es:; is i.11. thi.! j o u r n a l .  

Wi'iNr!'t::l?:- A;?. c l e r t i - o n i  CS e.xl ,ert  v~!io wo~17.d h e  c a p a b l e  o f  c . o n s t r u c L i n g  o n e  o r  t ; . ~  
i t . ~ ' ~ i ~ :  wh.icti vi.1.l l v r t h e r  the cause oT mi.ne e:cp.LC!-ation. Ri.ng (0229)  63892 Tor 
f ~ i r ~ l ~ c r  clet c?f;ls. 
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Dear rnen~bcr- , pot! i t i i . : L 1  f ii-icl e n c l  osc.ti wit h t h i s  ~?CWS! e t , t .er  a C-'.' ~ , l ,y  o i  
1'FIE ?IINF, i<XPl,OXEl?, t h s  j o u r n a l .  oi' t h e  C:ll.r!!bl:j.a Anicni. t ji 'I'ru5; t . I:f , f o r  sorite rc~~sol? , 
you havr: f;i-i.:I.~d t o  pay your 198Li- s u b s  t.hcn t h e r e  is a gooc! ciiancc yoci w i l l  p--- not 

? ,  

f i .nd &riclo:;eti n cnpy of t h e  jc!ur!~al. .  Ille cc)::t p u b l i s l ~ i ! l ; =  THE i.lYPill EXI'LC/;!EK 
was sc\fer;ll. h u n d r e d  l;,c?ui;;!s, !.hi: f r o i i t  cover a lone  hel:lg j.1, !hrc:c: f i g u r e  SI-p::ke! , 
sa y!-,u w i l l  apl:l-~:cir?!:~, t:h:)L vrc! C F . I ~  o n l y  scilii copfies oi: tl1.i~ o ;ce l l . en t ,  and  v c r j  
p r o f e . s s i o ~ ~ : ~ . l . ,  u t ~ l  il:~!t;.(:~ t o  f ' u l  l y  paid-up n:cnlbcrs. 

:If your :;ti!~;s are rill t h e  l~ost p!~ease (as t h e y  ::t:y on t h e  red 1)Fionc b i l l s )  
d i s r c g a r d  tli!: s ]lot-i .cc. 

Ytes f o l l c s ,  s L  l a s t  i i  ' S  on t-hc \+my! Wl~lat's t ! ! is? Groan:: of di:;l)ellcf:/ 
\ : ' < i l l  .it ' S  t r u e ,  Z ' v c 3  I-lc;~.:$l il f j i . ~ ; : ?  t h e  v e r y  !.:ips u f  t.!le lp,an h i f i se l . f .  ?,nd r;o;'; 3 
C ~ I ;  t;c re vc:iI ed  : F,I{J~C C: . i j 8 T  ,\.,/\?:I! IIAS F'j.?i'~,Sil.l<,T~ I1 [S B031< 01; T1-11: I~i].:srl'Q?.Y @F CO?:] ;;'fO?,! 
COi'l'Flli MJ:NES . 1. l;nci+r i l. ! s hhrd  t o  s \ .~a l lo i , i ,  b t l t  fi.i;i s!lcrl it :i ; tr.;r.jlty 1 . ~ 1 ) g  yea L.:: 

rc!:,earci~! c~?ci c , : . ; p l ~ :  k i t : i ~ i ~  he \;;,S .l.eil.:irlg 1 1 1 ~ .  ' j ; t l .~il .  nc:j;i:; jlc? st?~ri~e!d i t :  L\"IO ;;C;:.;IS 

I~ei'oi.i. 1 {G:.::; 1,orn i \:'c ! :l wz ' l l ;l! 1 !Lc-~c,k f ' ~ : j - ~ : a ~ t l  to ii Geing publ.i.r;!leil anti h : iyc  t.iie~-c: 
i i; a :iul,.;i;.r: :.La1 t i i s c  o i ~ n t .  i'~:il. C .A "'r. ~:!<-:Iibi!l-:< a I:,rf~c, !;;?<;rl L yer (Iecj.(I::(! c711 i:! t. i \: 1 .: 
!,:<!L" il.~(:> l j : ) ~ ! . : ~  thfj~!:;lj plzx k ~ b j c !  l.i~j>: ~ l ~ g g c ? ; ; t c ( ~ :  ;*!f:!ri;<;'ij.s o f  :m ()Id ?.j;?i,! (;)I, If!<? ( - ) I d  ?+i'I;l. 
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