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The two i!.l:;st,rstions above were t aken  f r m  a n  e a r l y  20 tn  c e n t u r y  +ec,hnicel  book 
9n mininz.  They shcw two s e t h o d s  ~ f  de-watering rni.nes. The f i r s t  s:flows +a.nks o f  
vater  b e i c g  wound o ~ l t  hav ing  f i rs t  bej.ng f i l l e d  a t  tke bottom by a. p u l u o a e t e r ,  a 
r-.noci=tl ?un9. One o f  t h o s e  d e v i c e s  l i f t e d  660 g a l l o n s  pe r  minirte i n  a 1476 f e e t  deep 
r;i;aft. ?ne seca7d i s  a c o n v e n t i o n a l  e i e c t r i c s l l y  d r i v e n  c e n t r i f i ~ ~ p i l  p~mp S - l i f t i n g  
n c,000 , ~ - l l o n s  a g a i n s ~  a head of  540 f e e t ,  30th of  t h e s e  :netho&s were used  i n  i2umbrian 
T1?F?Q. . . 



By McF 
Sunday t h e  3 r d  o f  J u n e  .......... S t a n d i n g  on t h e  s m i t  
o f  t h i s  immense b o u l d e r  p i l e  a t  t h e  f o o t  o f  B47 P i t ,  
l o o k i n g  o u t  i n t o  t h e  d a r k n e s s  o f  a c o l o s s a l  c a v e r n ,  t h e  
l a r g e s t  r e m a i n i n g  worked-out o r e  body i n  t h e  F u r n e s s  
i r o n  ore f i e l d ,  w i t h  t h e  p o s s i b l e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  D a y l i g h t  
Hole .  Had f o l l o w e d  Wickenden f o r  h o u r s ,  t h r o u g h  t h e  
bowels  o f  Ding Dong, a l o n g  t h e  67yd L e v e l  ches t -deep  
i n  water, up t h e  Derby Rise, t o  f i n d  o u r s e l v e s  p e r c h i n g  
i n  t h e  r o o f  o f  t h i s  awesome chamber t h a t  was s o  e x t e n -  
s i v e  o u r  l i g h t s  f a i l e d t o  i l l u m i n a t e  t h e  f a r t h e r  end .  
Yet a n o t h e r  d r a m a t i c  d i s c o v e r y  b e n e a t h  t h e  g r e e n  f i e l d s  

o f  F u r n e s s .  

Mine e x p l o r a t i o n  h a s  had a cheque red  h i s t o r y  i n  F u r n e s s .  U n t i l  q u i t e  
r e c e n t l y  i t  was g e n e r a l l y  a s s u m e d - t h a t  t h e r e  was n o t h i n g  of any  i n t e r e s t  l e f t  t o  
d i s c o v e r  ..... a l l  t h e  v a s t  min ing  s y s t e m s  had e i t h e r  c o l l a p s e d ,  f l o o d e d ,  o r  been 
f i l l e d  w i t h  r u b b i s h ;  F u r n e s s  was a dead  area, i t  was a p l a c e  t o  b e  v i s i t e d  once  
t h e n  i g n o r e d ,  a p l a c e  b e r e f t  o f  its secrets. 

Dur ing  t h e  heady d a y s  o f  t h e  1960s  t h e r e  was a b r i e f  b u r s t  of  a c t i v i t y ;  
a l l  t h e  a c c e s s i b l e  work ings  were e x p l o r e d  a n d  s u r v e y e d  by t h e  F.S.G. and  t h e  
R.R.C.P.C., and  E r i c  H o l l a n d  p u b l i s h e d  h i s  e x c e l l e n t ,  and  much thumbed, g u i d e  book 
Underground i n  F u r n e s s .  The mines  were m o s t l y  small and  u n i n t e r e s t i n g ,  t h e  m a j o r i t y  
be ing  t r i a l s  o r  t h e  r e m a i n s  o f  l a r g e r  work ings  which had f l o o d e d  o r  s u b s i d e d ,  though 
a few were m o d e r a t e l y  e x t e n s i v e  - Pylon  P o t ,  a series o f  chambers  i n  t h e  P a r r o c k  P i t ;  
P i c k s h a f t  Cave,  a workeckout g i n n e l  on  t h e  W h i t r i g g s  D r a i n a g e  L e v e l ;  Ding Dong, a 
maze o f  work ings  a t  t h e  f o o t  o f  t h e  B45 s h a f t  which ,  b e f o r e  i t  was f u l l y  e x p l o r e d ,  
was f i l l e d  w i t h  s c r a p  cars; and  t h e  b i g  daddy o f  them a l l ,  D a y l i g h t  Ho le ,  a mighty  
chamber w i t h  a f i n e  series o f  a t t e n d a n t  work ings .  

The re  were no more s i g n i f i c a n t  d i s c o v e r i e s  till t h e  mid 70s  when P e t e r  
B u r t o n ,  t h e n  a member o f  F.U.G., t h e  s u c c e s s o r s  o f  t h e  F.S.G., descended  a nar row 
c l e f t  on  t h e  h i l l  i n  f r o n t  of  T y t u p  Farm and  found  h i m s e l f  i n  a r e m a r k a b l e  sys t ez i  
o f  chambers  and  l e v e l s .  T h i s  w a s  T y t u p  Mine, a f i n e  example  o f  a F u r n e s s  h e m a t i t e  
mine ,  b ~ t  s h o r t  l i v e d  f o r  t h e  e n t r a n c e  was f i l l e d  i n  by C.C.C. d u r i n g  1983,  one  
o f  s e v e r a l  t o  d i s a p p e a r  b e n e a t h  Ty tup  T i p .  

I n  1979 Mark Wickenden embarked on  t h e  mammoth t a s k  o f  r e o p e n i n g  Ding 
Dong, hop ing  t o  win i n t o  work ings  t h a t  E r i c  a n d  t h e  F.S.G. had mis sed  d u r i n g  t h e i r  
e x p l o r a t o r y  t r i p s  back i n  t h e  ' 6 0 s .  T h r e e  a n d  a  h a l f  y e a r s  la ter ,  i n  A p r i l  '82 ,  
t h e  las t  car body was removed and  Wickenden c r a w l e d  i n t o  t h e  Ding Dong main chamber. 
S e v e r a l  weeks o f  f r e n z i e d  e x p l o r a t i o n  ensued  though no  new major  d i s c o l ~ e r i e s  were 
made. Way down i n  t h e  d e p t h s  t h e  67yd L e v e l ,  t h e  h a u l a g e  t u n n e l  t o  B30 P i t  i n  
Henning V a l l e y ,  t h e  main p i t  i n  t h e  area, was f l o o d e d  t o  t h e  r o o f .  

Ding Dong awakened a new i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  F u r n e s s  i r o n  o r e  mines.  A l l  
manner o f  f o l k  t o o k  up t h e i r  p i c k s  and  s h o v e l s  and  began d i g g i n g  i n t o  o l d  work ings ;  
t h e  wooded s l o p e s  of  Henning V a l l e y  s u d d e n l y  mushroomed w i t h  brand new c r imson  
s p o i l - h e a p s ;  i r o n  f e v e r  had descended  on  t h e  c a v i n g  f r a t e r n i t y ;  t h e  i i e m a t i t e  
R e n a i s s a n c e  was upon u s .  Down i n  Henning V a l l e y  No. , L e v e l  and  t h e  W h i t r i g g s  
Dra inage  L e v e l  were opened ,  b u t  b o t h  t e r m i n a t e d  i n  bad c o l l a p s e s  a s h o r t  d i s t a n c e  
i n .  Then i n  F e b r u a r y  1983,  a f t e r  s e v e r a l  weeks o f  e x t r e m e l y  a c c u r a t e  d i g g i n g ,  Ray 
Bland d ropped  i n t o  t h e  W h i t r i g g s  Horse  L e v e l ,  t h e  main h a u l a g e  r o u t e  o f  t h e  e x t e n -  
s i v e  W h i t r i g g s  Mines.  I n  t h e  e n s u i n g  d a y s  t h o u s a n d s  o f  f e e t  o f  t u n n e l s  were e x p l o r -  
e d ,  s t o p e s  were c l i m b e d ,  o l d  s u r v e y s  r e l i g i o u s l y  s t u d i e d .  It soon  became e v i d e n t  
t h a t  t h i s  w a s  t h e  most  i m p o r t a n t  d i s c o v e r y  s i n c e  t h e  p i o n e e r i n g  d a y s  o f  t h e  ' 6 0 s .  
The mine p a s s e d  under  t h e  s u b s i d e n c e  c r a t e r s  s o u t h  o f  B e l l  H i l l  C o t t a g e s ;  i t  c o u l d  
be  p o s s i b l e ,  w i t h  f u r t h e r  d i g g i n g ,  t o  win i n t o  t h e  High C r o s s g a t e s  Mines and  Ty tup  
Mines.  The p o t e n t i a l  is s t u p e n d o u s .  

I n  t h e  summer o f  '83 t h e  water l e v e l  i n  t h e  bot tom o f  Ding Dong dropped 
two f e e t .  Wickenden, H a r r i s o n ,  and  Mike Maher waded s e v e r a l  hundred  f e e t  i n  t h e  
d i r e c t i o n  o f  t h e  e n t i c i n g  s h a f t  o f  B30 P i t  b u t  were f o r c e d  back when t h e  t u n n e l  
sumped. However, w h i l e  e x p l o r i n g  a s i d e  p a s s a g e  t h e y  found  a rise a s c e n d i n g  a b o u t  
twen ty  f e e t .  They had no  c l i m b i n g  g e a r  s o  t h e y  t u r n e d  back.  Wickenden w a s  c e r t a i n  



t h i s  was t h e  Derby Rise and would a f f o r d  access t o  t h e  r a m i f i e d  workings of t h e  
Derby P i t s  1 & 2.  

The Derby P i t s  are s i t u a t e d  on a tongue of  l a n d  which i s ,  i n  e f f e c t ,  
sandwiched be tween- lands  owned by t h e  Duke of Buccleuch (hence t h e  B p r e f i x  on t h e  
p i t  numbers) .  I n  t h e  d i s t a n t  p a s t  t h e r e  was a  famous c o u r t  b a t t l e  between t h e  dukes  
of Buccleuch and Derby, brought a b o u t  by t r e s p a s s  underground,  miners  a b s t r a c t i n g  
o r e  from ne ighbour ing  r o y a l t i e s  e t c . ,  s o  it was known t h a t  a l l  t h e s e  workings were 
i n t e r c o n n e c t e d .  

i n  May 1984 t h e  wa te r  of  t h e  67yd Leve l  was a g a i n  low enough t o  a l l o w  
a c c e s s  t o  t h e  Derby R i s e .  L a t e  one  sunny a f t e r n o o n  Wickenden and P r i o r  s c a l e d  t h e  
rise and emerged i n  a  n e s t  of  e x t r e m e l y  complex workings ,  known t o  be t h o s e  of  t h e  
Derby P i t  No. 1. They headed s o u t h  and d i s c o v e r e d  a g i g a n t i c  chamber, s i te  of  a 
v a s t  o r e  body on t h e  L i n d a l  Moor Main Vein. I n  t h e i r  e x c i t e m e n t  t h e y  had d i f f i c u l t y  
r e t r a c i n g  t h e i r  s t e p s ;  i t  was one o ' c l o c k  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  morning when they  f i n a l l y  
cl imbed t o  g r a s s .  

A f o r t n i g h t  later  Wickenden r e t u r n e d ,  a l o n g  w i t h  J o n e s ,  Maher, and MC- 
Fadzean,  c o n f i d e n t  he was go ing  t o  win i n t o  more new ground. A f t e r  s t u d y i n g  t h e  
o l d  s u r v e y s  he  had r e a l i s e d  t h a t  on t h e  p r e v i o u s  t r i p  n o t  o n l y  had he  won i n t o  t h e  
Derby workings ,  b u t  had passed  r i g h t  through and back i n t o  Buccleuch on t h e  o t h e r  
s i d e .  S p i r i t s  were h i g h ;  a t  l as t  t h e  F u r n e s s  mines were y i e l d i n g  t h e i r  d a r k  s e c r e t s ;  
t h i n g s  were t a k i n g  o f f  i n  a n  i m p r e s s i v e  way. I n  t h e  b i g  chamber Wickenden p o i n t e d  
o u t  t h e  s h a f t  of  B47 P i t ;  w e  c o u l d  see i t  r i s i n g  h igh  above o u r  heads  t o  a  b lockage 
a b o u t  s i x t y  f e e t  up where a l o a d  of o l d  l o r r y  t y r e s  had jammed ( F u r n e s s  f a r m e r s  a r e  
n o t o r i o u s  f o r  dumping r u b b i s h  i n  o l d  s h a f t s ) .  We s p e n t  many hours  e x p l o r i n g  a l o n g  
t h e  main v e i n  and i t s  a t t e n d a n t  workings;  a t  one p o i n t  we s c a l e d  a n  a i r  p i p e  up a n  
o r e  p a s s  and found two wooden b o g i e s ,  i n  p e r f e c t  c o n d i t i o n .  There  i s  sti l l  much 
ground t o  e x p l o r e  i n  t h i s  area, we d i d  n o t  have time t o  examine e v e r y t h i n g .  We con- 
c e n t r a t e d  on t h e  Buccleuch workings  hoping t o  f i n d  a way i n t o  B30 P i t ;  a t  t h e  near-  
est p o i n t  w e  were w i t h i n  a few hundred f e e t  of  t h e  s h a f t .  The Derby workings remain,  
f o r  t h e  most p a r t ,  unexplored.  

On t h e  weekend 9 t h  and 1 0 t h  of  J u n e  C.A.T. s u c c e s s f u l l y  i n s t a l l e d  
s teel  p i p e s  i n  t h e  Ding Dong e n t r a n c e  s h a f t ,  t h e r e b y  e n s u r i n g  a c c e s s  t o  B45, B47, 
Derby P i t s ,  and who knows what else, f o r  a l o n g  t i m e  t o  come. Mine e x p l o r a t i o n  is , .  

e n j o y i n g  a n  i n c r e d i b l e  r e v i v a l  i n  F u r n e s s ,  t h e  d i s c o v e r i e s  of t h e  p a s t  two y e a r s  
have l a i d  b a r e  v a s t  t r a c t s  o f  new and e x c i t i n g  ground. And t h i s  is j u s t  t h e  beginn- 
i n g  - t h e  scope  is  e n d l e s s .  

F.S.G. - F u r n e s s  S p e l a e o l o g i c a l  Group. 
R.R.C.P.C. - Red Rose Cave and P o t h o l e  Club.  
F.U.G. - F u r n e s s  Underground Group. 



Ding Dong Work Meet, 9 t h  & 1 0 t h  J u n e  1984.  

by Mike M i t c h e l l  

Members p r e s e n t .  S a t :  M a r t i n  Maher, Mike M i t c h e l l ,  Alen McFadzean, John  Crammond, 
Mark Wickenden, Max Dobie ,  Ken B a t t e r s b y ,  Alan Westall, C h r i s  J o n e s ,  L indsay  H a r r i s o n ,  
Sun: as above  less A. Westall & C. J o n e s  and  p l u s  E r i c  H o l l a n d ,  S t u a r t  C o l e  and 
Dave B l u n d e l l .  

S a t .  9 t h  J u n e :  A s  t e s t i m o n y  o f  t h e  h i g h e r  s t a n d a r d s  o f  a b i l i t y  a c h i e v e d  by C.A.T. 
members, ( n o  d o u b t  due  t o  t h e  s u c c e s s  o f  t h e  L i t t l e  Langda le  S.R.T. m e e t ) ,  t h e  g r a d e  
o f  ' E '  appended t o  t h e  Ding Dong work meet by Alen  must have  p r e s e n t e d  no c h a l l e n g e  
t o  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  members as t h e y  d e c i d e d  t o  g i v e  i t  a m i s s .  N e v e r t h e l e s s  t h e r e  
was p l e n t y  o f  s t i m u l u s  f o r  e x c i t e m e n t  w i t h  a l i t t l e  d a n g e r  p e r h a p s ,  as l e n g t h s  of  
p i p e  we igh ing  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  t e n  hundredwe igh t  d a n g l e d  ominous ly  on  t h e  end  o f  
c h a i n s  and  S.R.T. r o p e .  

The day s t a r t e d  w i t h  Alen and I c o l l e c t i n g  a g e n e r a t o r  f rom Vibroplant -Barrow t o  
r u n  t h e  two e lec t r ic  w e l d e r s  p r o v i d e d  by M a r t i n  and  m y s e l f .  M a r t i n  was a l i t t l e  
l a t e  a r r i v i n g  b u t  t h e  t o p  o f  h i s  m i n i  was e v e n t u a l l y  s p o t t e d  j u s t  above  t h e  b l a d e s  
o f  g r a s s  coming a c r o s s  t h e  f i e l d .  When h e  g o t  t o  t h e  s h a f t  t o p  and empt i ed  h i s  car 
you would have  sworn P i c k f o r d s  had a r r i v e d ,  w e l d i n g  p l a n t  and  t o o l s ,  crow b a r s  and 
winch b a r s ,  s e v e r a l  hundredwe igh t  o f  metal ' D '  hoops  and a s s o r t e d  chunks  o f  s teel  
f o r  w e l d i n g  t o  t h e  p i p e s ,  a number o f  S.R.T. r o p e s  and  a c c e s s o r i e s ,  v a r i o u s  o t h e r  
o b j e c t s  o f  d u b i o u s  i d e n t i t y  and  o f  c o u r s e  h i s  l u n c h .  

Work was soon  under  way and  t h e  f i r s t  problem was t h e  t e x t u r e  o f  t h e  g r e e n  p l a s t i c  
c o a t i n g  on  t h e  p i p e s .  T h i s  was s o  h a r d  t h a t  i t  had t o  be c h i s e l l e d  o f f  i n  o r d e r  t o  
weld t h e  l o w e r i n g  hoops  on .  John  p l a y e d  a n  i m p o r t a n t  p a r t  i n  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n .  The 
n e x t  problem was t o  s e c u r e  t h e  winch i n  s u c h  a p o s i t i o n  t h a t  t h e  5 0 f t .  c a b l e  was 
l o n g  enough t o  r e a c h  down a 3 5 f t .  h o l e  and  y e t  f a r  enough away t o  be  s a f e l y  anchored  
and n o t  f o l l o w  t h e  p i p e  down; s h o u l d  o u r  e n t h u s i a s m  t o  ' g e t  on  w i t h  i t '  p rove  
g r e a t e r  t h a n  o u r  a b i l i t y .  A c h a i n  b l o c k  was t h e n  s e c u r e d  t o  t h e  t r u s t y  a s h  tree, 
t h e  f i r s t  hoops  welded on and w e  were r e a d y  t o  s tart .  

The c h i l d r e n  who l o n g  a g o  c h r i s t e n e d  No. 45  p i t  "Ding Dong" may have  u n c o n c i o u s l y  
l o o k e d  i n t o . t h e  f u t u r e  f o r  itwas D I N G  DONG a l l  damn way! However, t h e  f i r s t  and  
l o n g e s t  p i p e  was o n l y  a few f e e t  down when i t  was found t h a t  t h e  winch c a b l e  had 
g o t  i n a d v e r t e n t l y  t w i s t e d  on  t h e  drum (some s a i d  i t  was MY f a u l t ) .  T h i s  meant  
r e l i e v i n g  t h e  c a b l e  o f  i ts  w e i g h t  f o r  a s h o r t  time. We a t t e m p t e d  t o  h a u l  t h e  p i p e  
back  b u t  t h i s  t e n d e d  t o  p u l l  t h e  winch a n c h o r s  o u t  o f  t h e  g round ,  s o  w e  d e c i d e d  t o  
see i f  S.R.T. is  a l l  i t ' s  c r a c k e d  up  t o  be  and t i e d  o u r  huge p i p e  o n t o  a r o p e ,  
e v e n t u a l l y  managing t o  t r a n s f e r  t h e  w e i g h t  f rom t h e  s teel  c a b l e .  The r o p e  used  was 
made up o f  two l e n g t h s  k n o t t e d  t o g e t h e r  and  as t h e  l o a d  was t a k e n  up i t  s q u e a k e d ,  
s t r e t c h e d  and g roaned  ominous ly .  (At  t h i s  p o i n t ,  f o r  some r e a s o n ,  s e v e r a l  p e o p l e  
found work t o  do  e l s e w h e r e  and  l e f t  t h e  immedia te  a r e a ) .  The o p e r a t i o n  was s u c c e s s f u l .  
Soon t h e  winch was back i n  command and t h e  p i p e  on  i ts  way down (and  p e o p l e  came 
back) .  When t h e  p i p e  was a few f e e t  f rom t h e  bot tom and  i n  a v e r t i c a l  p o s i t i o n  t h e  
c h a i n  b l o c k  i n  t h e  tree, working  o p p o s i t e  t h e  winch ,  was used  t o  swing t h e  p i p e  
i n t o  t h e  c o r r e c t  p o s i t i o n  o v e r  t n e  manhole i n  t h e  c o n c r e t e  p l a t f o r m .  Mark and  Alen  
t h e n  went  down t o  make t h e  f i n a l  a d j u s t m e n t s  and  t h e  p i p e  was dropped i n t o  p o s i t i o n .  
T h i s  method proved v e r y  s u c c e s s f u l  and  was used  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  j o b ,  a c h i e v i n g  b u l l s -  
e y e  a c c u r a c y  on a l l  b u t  o n e  o c c a s i o n .  

Having g o t  t h r e e  p i p e s  i n t o  p o s i t i o n  and  one  j o i n t  welded (some b a c k - f i l l i n g  was 
done  a t  t h i s  s t a g e  t o  s t a b a l i s e  t h e  work s o  f a r  and  Mark c e r e m o n i o u s l y  t h r e w  t h e  
f i r s t  chunk o f  car back  down t h e  s h a f t ) ,  a t  a b o u t  q u a r t e r  p a s t  t e n ,  f e e l i n g  q u i t e  
s a t i s f i e d  and  r a t h e r  t i r e d ,  w e  went t o  The N e w  I n n ,  b u t  a p p a r e n t l y  one  o f  t h e  'wee' 
d o g g i e s  was q u i t e  un impres sed  and peed on Y a r t i n ' s  b o o t s .  

1 0 t h  J u n e :  A g l o r i o u s  Sunday morning  found  eve rybody  r e a d y  f o r  a c t i o n  a g a i n .  John  
was p o i s e d  r e a d y  w i t h  hammer and  c h i s e l  and  Alen  had g o t  t h e  g e n e r a t o r  back on  s i te .  



It  had been removed f o r  sa fe -keep ing  o v e r n i g h t .  Mark a r r i v e d  l a t e r  l o o k i n g  l i k e  
h e ' d  s l e p t  i n  a play-pen w i t h  a n  Old E n g l i s h  Sheepdog. ( S a i d  h e ' d  j u s t  come from 
c h o i r  p r a c t i c e !  ) 

The p i p e s  soon began t o  r o l l  down and t h e  a i r  t u r n e d  b l u e  w i t h  welding fumes 
a s c e n d i n g  from t h e  s t e a d i l y  growing 'chimney ' .  Sparks  showered down i n s i d e  and 
o u t s i d e  t h e  p i p e s  as t h e  j o i n t s  were welded from bo th  s i d e s .  S i n c e  I was working 
below M a r t i n ,  I g o t  q u i t e  w o r r i e d  t h a t  my mop o f  golden h a i r  might go up i n  f lames!  
Alen and Max bo th  showed t h e i r  s k i l l  a t  welding and Max t a u g h t  Mark how t o  p i c k  
up a h o t  welding r o d  bare-handed (Mark ' s  b a r e  hand,  t h a t  i s ! )  The rest of  t h e  o l d  
c a r s  and s c r a p  were dumped down t h e  h o l e  d u r i n g  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  t h e  day and i t  became 
a p p a r e n t  t h a t  i t  is going t o  t a k e  a l o t  o f  f i l l i n g  t o  b r i n g  up t o  s u r f a c e .  Any 
s u g g e s t i o n s  f o r  f i l l i n g ?  

The p i p e  i n s t a l l a t i o n  was completed and welded a b o u t  9pm and as you w i l l  see when 
you v i s i t ,  E r i c ' s  measur ing l e a v e s  n o t h i n g  t o  be d e s i r e d  - he even a l lowed  f o r  t h e  
amount t h e  tree would grow i n  t h e  t i m e  s i n c e  t h e  c o n c r e t i n g  ( h e  s a y s ) .  

I t h i n k  t h a t  everyone working on t h i s  p r o j e c t  h a s  shown what c a n  be done w i t h  
e n t h u s i a s m ,  b u t  I t h i n k  a s p e c i a l  t h a n k s  is  due t o  M a r t i n  Maher f o r  t h e  e f f o r t  he 
h a s  p u t  i n  and t h e  equipment s u p p l i e d  o r  loaned  by h imse l f  o r  h i s  f a t h e r  and w i t h o u t  
which t h i s  p a r t  of t h e  job may never  have been completed.  

The L i f e  and Work of  t h e  Nor the rn  Lead Miner - by A R a i s t r i c k  and 

A R o b e r t s .  £12.95. P u b l i s h e d  by N.M.R.S. and Beamish Museum. 

' T h i s  is  a welcome a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  bookshe lves  of  anyone who h a s  done 
any e x p l o r a t i o n  i n  t h e  North  Pennine  O r e f i e l d .  It c o n t a i n s  around 200 photographs  
many of which have n o t  been p u b l i s h e d  b e f o r e .  I n  a d d i t i o n  it h a s  q u i t e  a  number of  
photographs  of  v a r i o u s  a s p e c t s  of Greens ide  Mine and Thonthwai te .  

The o n l y  grumbles I have is t h a t  o n l y  a  few of  t h e  photographs  are 
d a t e d  and a l s o  t h a t  many of  t h e  modern photographs  are of r a t h e r  mundane t h i n g s  
and do n o t  t r u l y  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  w e a l t h  of  s u b j e c t s  which are s t i l l  a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  
modern e x p l o r e r .  But s t i l l  ~ d e f i n a t e l y  a must. 

J o u r n a l  No. 2 .  

T h i s  is coming a l o n g  n i c e l y  and w i l l  r ough ly  f o l l o w  t h e  fo rmat  of 
No. 1 (which by t h e  way is  be ing  r e p r i n t e d )  a l t h o u g h  I hope t o  have t h e  q u a l i t y  
of  p a p e r ,  e t c . ,  improved. A r t i c l e s  which w i l l  be i n c l u d e d  a r e  P a r t  I1 of P e t e r  
F leming ' s  h i s t o r y  o f  e x p l o r a t i o n  i n  t h e  Copper Mines,  a h i s t o r y  and s u r v e y  of  t h e  
Borrowdale Wad Mines by Dave B r i d g e ,  more on F u r n e s s  I r o n  Mines,  t r a n s p o r t  of  min- 
erals i n  t h e  1 6 t h  and 1 7 t h  c e n t u r y ,  a h i s t o r y  of  t h e  Conis ton  Copper Mines by E r i c  
Hol land ,  more on b a t s  and many o t h e r  t h i n g s .  But d o n ' t  t h i n k  your work on t h a t  p e t  
mine of  yours  i s n ' t  wanted.  Act now, c o n t a c t  me ( C h r i s  J o n e s )  and l e t  u s  g e t  it 
i n t o  p r i n t  f o r  you. 

For  t h o s e  of  you who are on t h e  l o o k  o u t  f o r  new mining books t o  add 
t o  your c o l l e c t i o n  you c o u l d  do worse t h a n  t o  send  f o r  a  list from t h e  Yorksh i re  
Da les  Railway Museum, Embsay S t a t i o n ,  Embsay, S k i p t o n ,  North  Yorksh i re  BD23 6AX. 
P l e a s e  e n c l o s e  a S.A.E. They have many e x c e l l e n t  t i t l e s  i n  s t o c k  ( i n c l u d i n g  t h e  
Mine E x p l o r e r ) .  B e t t e r  st i l l  pay them a v i s i t  i f  y o u ' r e  i n  t h e  area. 



M E E T S  R E V I E W  
The wind was moaning i n  t h e  b a r e  trees of Mungr i sda le ,  snow l a y  deep 

on t h e  f i e l d s ,  t h e  sky  was b l a c k  and t h r e a t e n i n g .  Car rock  F e l l  was l o s t  i n  t h e  
c l o u d s ,  b l i z z a r d s  r aged  on t h e  c r a g s .  So much f o r  t h e  weather  on t h e  1 5 t h  o f  Jan- 
u a r y .  I t  was g a l l i n g  t o  have t r a v e r s e d  t h e  whole of  t h e  Lake Distr ict ,  most ly  i n  
t h i r d  g e a r ,  t o  w i t h i n  f i v e  miles o f  Sandbeds Mine o n l y  t o  f i n d  t h e  road  blocked a t  
Mungr isdale  on t h e  'S '  bend by S t  K e n t i g e r n ' s  church .  We p u l l e d  t h e  v e h i c l e s  i n t o  
a lay-by and h e l d  a  c o u n c i l  o f  war, fo l lowed  by a snowba l l  f i g h t .  

T h i s  was t h e  f i r s t  time w e  had been b e a t e n  by t h e  wea the r .  Odin was n o t  
s m i l i n g  on u s .  We a g r e e d  t o  t u r n  a b o u t  and t r y  o u r  l u c k  e l s e w h e r e ,  pe rhaps  a mine 
n e a r  t h e  main road  o r  a  c a f e  i n  Keswick. But Fleming was hav ing-none  of t h a t :  "Let 
u s  f o r g e  on , "  he  c r i e d ,  h i s  h a i r  wi sp ing  i n  the g a l e ,  and would have  walked o f f  i n t o  
t h e  m i s t  c l u t c h i n g  h i s  s h o v e l  and bai t -box had w e  n o t  p inned him down and bound 
him w i t h  ba le r - twine .  S t e r n  measures  i n d e e d ,  b u t  i t  was f o r  h i s  own good. We t u r n e d  
around and headed s o u t h ;  i t  was l i k e  Napoleon 's  retreat from Moscow b u t  w e  were i n  
good humour because  Dave Blundell  d rove  h i s  c a r  i n t o  a s n o w d r i f t  and c o u l d n ' t  g e t  
o u t .  

We dec ided  t o  t r y  o u r  l u c k  a t  Rachel  Wood Mine on t h e  banks o f  Bassen- 
t h w a i t e  Lake. A s  w e  d rove  towards  Keswick t h e  snow g o t  h e a v i e r  and t h e  wind s t r o n g e r .  
Nasty banging n o i s e s  i s s u e d . f r o m  t h e  rear o f  McFadzean's l a n d r o v e r  where Fleming,  
now gagged and s e c u r e l y  f e t t e r e d ,  was t h r a s h i n g  a b o u t  i n s a n e l y .  I n  t h e  end w e  had 
t o  f i l l  h i s  mouth w i t h  snow, and j u s t  f o r  good measure C l a r e  Dobie sat  on h i s  c h e s t .  

Rachel  Wood Mine proved t o  be i n t e r e s t i n g  though n o t  ve ry  e x t e n s i v e .  
We were underground a b o u t  two h o u r s  and i n  t h i s  t i m e  gave  i t  a t h o r o u g h  go ing  o v e r ,  
and even succeeded i n  do ing  some o r i g i n a l  e x p l o r a t i o n .  M a r t i n  Maher s c a l e d  a  c o u p l e  
of  ladderways  b u t  f a i l e d  t o  win i n t o  any of t h e  h i g h e r  l e v e l s ,  and Fleming,  now i n  
a more s t a b l e  f rame o f  mind, c l imbed t o  t h e  t o p  o f  a r a t h e r  huge and shaky s t o p e ,  
where h i g h  above a compressed-a i r  p i p e  c o u l d  be s e e n  r u n n i n g  o f f  i n t o  t h e  d a r k n e s s .  

t u r e  o f  t h e  mine was t h e  o f f - l o a d i n g  a p p a r a t u s  
i n  s i t u  a t  t h e  t o p  o f  a n  i n t e r n a l  
s h a f t .  T h i s  was a hinged d e v i c e  f o r  
t i p p i n g  up t h e  k i b b l e s  as t h e y  reach-  
e d  t h e  t o p ,  and was s t i l l  i n  working 
o r d e r .  The s h a f t  had been p a r t i t i o n -  
ed a t  one  t i m e ,  one  h a l f  f o r  r a i s i n g  
o r e ,  t h e  o t h e r  hous ing  a ladderway.  
The s h a f t  was f i l l e d  t o  t h e  c o l l a r  
w i t h  i n c r e d i b l y  c l e a r  water. I t  look- 
e x t r e m e l y  i n v i t i n g .  S h a l l  have  t o  
r e t u r n  w i t h  my mask and cozzy.. 

The snows were s t i l l  w i t h  u s  on t h e  29ch when members m e t  f o r  a t o u r  
of  t h e  s l a t e  mines  on C o n i s t o n  Old Man. The meet l e a d e r ,  a chap c a l l e d  Westall, 
f a i l e d  t o  t u r n  up. Rumour h a s  i t  he  went s k i i n g  i n s t e a d .  The team t r u d g e d  o f f  up 
t h e  m i n e r s '  t r a c k  wear ing snow-goggles on t h e i r  heads  and t e n n i s  r a q u e t s  on t h e i r  
f e e t ,  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  l o c a t e  t h e  numerous a d i t  p o r t a l s  which were b u r i e d  benea th  t h e  
d r i f t s .  

Member Dennis  Webb had a tough time. Dennis ,  who is o u r  smallest member 
( y e s  f o l k s ,  even smaller t h a n  P e t e r  B l e z a r d j ,  found i t  was easier t o  t u n n e l  th rough  
t h e  snow t h a n  walk o v e r  i t .  But e v e n t u a l l y  e x h a u s t i o n  overcame him and Lindsay 
Harr isonwas  o b l i g e d  t o  p i c k  him up and c a r r y  him i n  h i s  rucksack .  Now t h a t ' s  what 
I ca l l  team s p i r i t !  

The team s p e n t  t h e  a f t e r n o o n  e x p l o r i n g  t h e  v a s t  c a v e r n s  on t h e  e a s t e r n  
s i d e  o f  t h e  Old Man. There  is  a good d e a l  o f  abandoned t a c k l e  i n  t h e s e  mines ,  s t eam 
winches ,  b o g i e s ,  d r i l l - s t e e l s ,  e t c . ,  a l l  of  which h e l p e d  t o  s p i c e  up what proved 
t o  be a  ve ry  i n t e r e s t i n g  day. And t o  round o f f  t h e  p roceed ings  t h e y  v i s i t e d  T a y l o r ' s  
L e v e l ,  s c e n e  of t h e  Boxing Day d i g ,  and had t o  smash t h e  i c e  t o  g e t  i n .  



On t h e  1 9 t h  o f  F e b r u a r y  Dave Blundel l ,  h a v i n g  dug h i s  car o u t  o f  t h e  
s n o w d r i f t  a t  M u n g r i s d a l e ,  l e d  a meet i n  t h e  Bor rowda le  Wad Mines ,  t h o s e  d e l i g h t f u l  . 

~ r a p h i t e  work ings  on  t h e  f e l l s i d e  above  S e a t h w a i t e  Farm. A j o l l y  good day  was had 
by a l l ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e r e  was q u i t e  a l o t  o f  s t a n d i n g  a r o u n d  w h i l e  t h e  p i t c h e s  were 
r i g g e d ,  and  e v e r y o n e  g o t  a tho rough  s o a k i n g .  Members had a poke a b o u t  i n  t h e  uppe r  -. 
l e v e l s ,  G r a t o n ' s  S t a g e ,  H a r r i s o n ' s  S t a g e ,  and  G i l l ' s  S t a g e ,  b e f o r e  a b b i n g  down t o  
F a r e y ' s  S t a g e ,  Old Men's  S t a g e  (where  t h e r e  i s  a f i n e  example  o f  a c o f f i n  l e v e l ) ,  
and  f i n a l l y  G i l b e r t ' s  L e v e l .  

We had d e c i d e d  months  earl ier  t o  e x p l o r e  a series o f  l e v e l s  be tween 
Old Men's S t a g e  and  G i l b e r t ' s  L e v e l  b u t  b e c a u s e  time was r u n n i n g  o u t  t h i s  i d e a  was 
abandoned i n  f a v o u r  o f  g o i n g  t o  t h e  pub. A shame r e a l l y ,  b u t  t h e y  w i l l  s t i l l  be 
t h e r e  f o r  some meet i n  t h e  f u t u r e .  

Have i n c r e d i b l y  v i v i d  memories  o f  o u r  f i r s t  e v e r  meet i n  t h e  Wad Mines 
way back  i n  1980.  The  day  was m a r r e d ,  o r  e n l i v e n e d  depend ing  on  how you wan t  t o  
l o o k  a t  i t ,  by a s e r i e s  o f  a c c i d e n t s ,  a l l  o f  which  were p o t e n t i a l l y  f a t a l ,  b u t  f rom 
which t h e  v i c t i m s  walked  away u n s c a t h e d .  T h e s e  a c c i d e n t s  were c a u s e d  by wad, which 
i s  p u r e  g r a p h i t e ,  a c c u m u l a t i n g  on t h e  r o p e s  and  c o n s i d e r a b l y  r e d u c i n g  f r i c t i o n .  
Members who u n w i t t i n g l y  h u r t l e d  down s h a f t s  a n d  p e e l e d  o f f  t h e  s i d e s  o f  s t o p e s  were, 
i n  o r d e r  of  a r t i s t i c  merit, S t u a r t  C o l e ,  Mike M i t c h e l l ,  P e t e r  Dawes, and  E r i c  (my 
God I ' v e  b u r s t  a main a r t e r y )  H o l l a n d .  We have  n o t  had t h i s  t r o u b l e  s i n c e ,  p e r h a p s  
b e c a u s e  w e  now u s e  p r o p e r  c a v i n g  r o p e  as  opposed  t o  t h e  second-hand c l o t h e s  l i n e s  
E r i c  u s e d  t o  p u r c h a s e .  

On t h e  4 t h  o f  March w e  had  a d o u b l e  d i g ,  which  f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  
Mike M i t c h e l l  is h a l f  a q u a d r u p l e  d i g  ( s e e  p a r a g r a p h  a b o u t  t h e  t r a i n i n g  m e e t ) ,  up 
a t  t h e  Paddy End w o r k i n g s  o f  t h e  C o n i s t o n  Copper Mines .  One g r o u p  t a c k l e d  t h e  Grey 
C r a g  L e v e l  e n t r a n c e  w h i l e  t h e  o t h e r  g r o u p  a b s e i l e d  down South $ h a f t  on  a n  a t t e m p t  
t o  d i g  i n t o  Deep L e v e l .  Bo th  d i g s  were u n s u c c e s s f u l ,  Grey C r a g  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  o v e r -  
whelming masses o f  b o u l d e r  c l a y .  Down S o u t h  S h a f t  a g r e a t  q u a n t i t y  o f  r o c k  was 
s h i f t e d  b u t ,  a las ,  t h e  e l u s i v e  Deep L e v e l  i s  s t i l l  o u t  of  r e a c h .  However, a l l  is  . 
n o t  l o s t  f o r  t h e  d i g g e r s  h a v e  vowed t o  r e t u r n .  It is  hoped t h a t  Deep L e v e l ,  which  
a t  t h e  f o o t  o f  S o u t h  S h a f t  was d r i v e n  as a c r o s s c u t  t h r o u g h  s o l i d  r o c k ,  w i l l  b e  
i n t a c t  a n d  p r o v e  t o  b e  t h e  m i s s i n g  l i n k  be tween t h e  Paddy End and  Red Dell w o r k i n g s . .  

On t h e  2 5 t h  o f  March McFadzean, armed w i t h  a b a l e  o f  i n d u s t r i a l  t o w e l s  
and  a 4 5  g a l l o n  drum o f  S w a r f e g a ,  was s e e n  s t a g g e r i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e  woods be tween 
Mar ton  a n d  L i n d a l  t o w a r d s  t h e  r e n d e z v o u s  p o i n t  f o r  t h e  W h i t r i g g s  H o r s e  L e v e l  meet. 
F u r n e s s  i r o n  o r e  mines  are n o t  n o t e d  f o r  t h e i r  c l e a n n e s s ;  McF had been  i n  W h i t r i g g s  
b e f o r e  and  was n o t  g o i n g  t o  be  c a u g h t  o u t  a g a i n .  

Aha, t h e y  a l l  l a u g h e d  when t h e i r  meet l e a d e r  drew f rom h i s  pack  two 
s p a r e  sets o f  wellies,  a n  i n f l a t a b l e  a c i d  b a t h ,  and  a pneumat i c  c a u l k i n g  hammer. 
" S u r e l y  it  c a n ' t  be  t h a t  d i r t y , "  t h e y  guf fawed.  S u r e l y  it  c a n ,  t h o u g h t  McFadzean 
t o  h i m s e l f .  A f t e r  p a i n s t a k i n g l y  e x p l a i n i n g  t h a t  t h e  mine  had n o t  been  d e s c r i b e d  on  
t h e  meets l is t  as "Hor rendous ly  f i l t h y "  p u r e l y  f o r  d r a m a t i c  e f f e c t ,  McF l e d  t h e  
g r o u p  t h r o u g h  t h e  woods t o  t h e  e n t r a n c e  d i g ,  which  is a n  i m i t a t i o n  b a d g e r ' s  h o l e  
e x c a v a t e d  by Ray Bland  ( a  famous  F u r n e s s  r e c l u s e )  and  s i t u a t e d  a b o u t  t w e n t y  f e e t  
f rom t h e  o b l i t e r a t e d  e n t r a n c e  o f  M a r g a r e t  Mine,  t h e  l a s t  h e m a t i t e  mine t o  be  worked 
on  t h e  F u r n e s s  p e n i n s u l a r .  I n c i d e n t l y ,  "Hor rendous ly  f i l t h y "  t u r n e d  o u t  t o  b e  t h e  
u n d e r s t a t e m e n t  o f  t h e  y e a r .  

W i t h i n  m i n u t e s  w e  were t h r a s h i n g  t h r o u g h  f l a t - o u t  crawls i n  o o z i n g  
i n c h e s  o f  s p l e n d i d  r e d  mud. One crawl was s o  t i g h t  w e  were f o r c e d  t o  remove lamp 
ce l ls  and  h e l m e t s  t o  g e t  t h r o u g h .  G l o r i o u s  f u n .  T h i s  was f o l l o w e d  by a p o o l  o f  
l i q u i d  h e m a t i t e  i n t o  which  u n w i t t i n g  members were l u r e d  l i k e  l ambs  t o  t h e  s l a u g h t e r .  
Even g r e a t e r  f u n .  T h e r e  t h e n  e n s u e d  s e v e r a l  h o u r s  o f  s l i p p i n g  and  t h r u t c h i n g  b e n e a t h  
t h e  g r e e n  f i e l d s  o f  W h i t r i g g s ,  a f t e r  which  t h e  t w e l v e  members emerged i n t o  d a y l i g h t  
and  c o l l a p s e d  i n  t h e  t u r f  o f  Henning  V a l l e y .  We had s e e n  a classic example  of  a 
h e m a t i t e  mine and  f e l t  b e t t e r  f o r  i t .  Amongst t h e  numerous a r t i f ac t s  w e  n o t e d  were: 
s h o v e l s ,  p i c k s ,  d e t o n a t o r  b o x e s ,  n a i l s ,  b u c k e t s ,  and  a H a r t l e y ' s  b e e r  b o t t l e .  

On A p r i l  F o o l s '  Day a dozen  o r  s o  l i k e l y  c a n d i d a t e s  t u r n e d  up a t  Bar  . a 

P o t  f o r  t h e  a n n u a l  c a v i n g  meet. T h i s  meet was l e d  by M a r t i n  Mahe r , a  c a v e r  o f  l o n g  
s t a n d i n g  ( o r  l o n g  c r a w l i n g ,  as t h e  case may b e )  and  C h r i s t o p h e r  D.  J o n e s ,  who claims 



he works a t  Wherns ide  Manor Cav ing  C e n t r e  d u r i n g  h i s  h o l i d a y s  as a n  i n s r t u c t o r ,  
t hough  r e l i a b l e  s o u r c e s  i n f o r m  me h e  is t h e  d i s h w a s h e r  a n d  t o i l e t  a t t e n d a n t .  

Most p e o p l e  went  down Bar  P o t  and  i n t o  t h e  main  chamber o f  Gaping  G i l l ,  
t hough  a small part-y e n t e r e d  by D i s a p p o i n t m e n t  P o t  and  c o m p l e t e d  t h e  t h r o u g h - t r i p .  
T h e r e  was h a r d l y  a n y  water i n  t h e  main chamber ,  F e l l  Beck b e i n g  nowt b u t  a t r i c k l e .  
On t h e  way o u t  t h e r e  was a d e a l  o f  t h r u t c h i n g  a b o u t  on  t h e  f i n a l  p i t c h ,  which  i s  
e x c e e d i n g l y  t i g h t ,  a n d  much w a i l i n g  a n d  g n a s h i n g  o f  t e e t h .  

EASTER, t h e  meets list s a i d ,  mines  i n  t h e  SCOTTISH HIGHLANDS. T h e r e  
w e  were a t  2 i n  t h e  morning  p r o d d i n g  t h e  t u r f  o f  t h i s  F o r e s t r y  Commision c a m p s i t e  
s e a r c h i n g  f o r  a d r y  p l a c e  i n  which  t o  p i t c h  t h e  t e n t s .  A s  i t  happened no d r y  p l a c e s  
were t o  b e  found  s o  w e  moored them t o  tree s tumps  and  d u s t b i n s .  Ah, w e  t h o u g h t  as 
w e  bedded down f o r  t h e  r e m a i n d e r  o f  t h e  n i g h t ,  o u r  w o r r i e s  are o v e r .  Wrong. Our 
w o r r i e s  were c e r t a i n l y  n o t  o v e r ,  t h e y  had n o t  begun.  Odin  w a s  w r a t h f u l  and  s e n t  
amongs t  u s  a winged messenge r  t o  p l a g u e  u s  and  wreak  havoc, 

8 o '  c l o c k  Good F r i d a y  morn ing ,  w e  l a y  d o z i n g  i n  o u r  s l e e p i n g - b a g s ,  
when s u d d e n l y  t h e  p e a c e  was s h a t t e r e d  by a man s c r e a m i n g  i n  a German a c c e n t .  We 
peeped f u r t i v e l y  unde r  o u r  f l y s h e e t s  and  b e h e l d  t h i s  s t r a n g e  f i g u r e  s t a n d i n g  o v e r  
J o n e s y ' s  t e n t  d r e s s e d  i n  a n  SS u n i f o r m  a n d  J a c k  B o o t s .  "Vot do  you mean by camping 
h e r e ,  E n g l a n d e r  sve in-hunds?"  t h e  man c r i e d ,  h i s  b l a c k  mous t ache  t w i t c h i n g  n e r v o u s l y ,  
and  b e n d i n g  down h e  d r a g g e d  J o n e s y  f rom h i s  t e n t  and  marched him o f f  t o  a d r a b  
c o n c r e t e  b u i l d i n g  a b o v e  t h e  d o o r  o f  which  was a s i g n  t h a t  s a i d  WARDEN'S BUNKER. 
What was happen ing?  Where on  e a r t h  had w e  camped? Over b r e a k f a s t  w e  g a v e  t h e  matter 
much d i s c u s s i o n .  Then a f t e r  a n  h o u r  J o n e s y  r e t u r n e d ,  w h i t e  f a c e d  and  s h a k i n g  f e e b l y ,  
f i n g e r  n a i l s  wrenched o u t  a n d  a number t a t t o o e d  o n  h i s  arm. I t  t r a n s p i r e d  w e  had 
camped o n  t h e  F o r e s t r y  Commission c a m p s i t e  a l r i g h t ,  b u t  i t  was u n d e r  t h e  management 
o f  t h e  Ca ravan  C lub .  S i g h s  o f  h o r r o r .  Yes, t h i s  was a h i g h - s e c u r i t y  c a m p s i t e ,  t h e  
Maze P r i s o n  o f  t h e  Wes te rn  H i g h l a n d s  ............... S t a l a g  L u f t  G len  Coe. 

A t  a b o u t  9  o '  c l o c k  Ewan Cameron, o u r  n a t i v e  g u i d e ,  t u r n e d  up on  h i s  
m o t o r b i k e  b u t  was i m m e d i a t l e y  p u r s u e d  a r o u n d  t h e  camp p e r i m e t e r  b y . t h e  warden i n  a 
t i g e r  t a n k .  We c h e e r e d  and  r a t t l e d  o u r  t i n  c u p s  a s  Ewan opened  up h i s  t h r o t t l e  and  
s a i l e d  o v e r  t h e  f e n c e  i n  a b l u r  o f  chromium, d i s a p p e a r i n g  up  t h e  g l e n  i n  a h a i l  o f  
machine-gun f i r e .  Ah, a blow f o r  f r eedom,  s u c h  is t h e  s p i r i t  o f  t h e  o p p r e s s e d .  A t  
11 o '  c l o c k ,  h e a r t e n e d  by Ewan's  show o f  d e t e r m i n a t i o n ,  we made o u r  own e s c a p e  b i d  
and  c r a s h e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  g a t e s  i n  o u r  r e n t e d  t r a n s i t  v a n ,  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  s c o r c h  marks 
o f  Ewan's  t y r e s  a l l  t h e  way t o  Tyndrum. 

The l e a d  mines  a t  Tyndrum were worked f rom E l i z a b e t h a n  times r i g h t  up 
t o  t h e  1920s .  Two l e a d - b e a r i n g  v e i n s  were worked f rom t h e  v a l l e y  f l o o r  t o  t h e  r i d g e  
o f  S ron  nan  C o l a n ,  much o f  t h e  i n t e r m e d l a t e r y  g round  b e i n g  c o m p l e t e l y  s t o p e d  away, 
r e s u l t i n g  i n  huge  d a r k  chasms p l u m n e t t i n g  d e e p  i n s i d e  t h e  moun ta in .  We s p e n t  most  
o f  t h e  d a y  e x p l o r i n g  t h e  two l e v e l s  which  are s t i l l  o p e n ,  f i n d i n g  t h e s e  t o  be  q u i t e  
e x t e n s i v e  and  t h o u r o u g h l y  r e w a r d i n g .  T h e s e  l e v e l s  were d r i v e n  on  t h e  Hard Ve in ,  a 
NE/SW r u n n i n g  v e i n  which  h a d e s  SE, b u t  t h e r e  are c r o s s c u t s  t o  t h e  C l a y  Vein  e v e r y  
few hundred  f e e t ,  b u t  t h i s ,  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  v e i n s t o n e ,  was found  t o  
b e  c o l l a p s e d  a l m o s t  i n  i t s  e n t i r i t y .  The mine was l a s t  worked by a n  A u s t r a l i a n  
company who, it seems, s a n k  a c o n s i d e r a b l e  m o u n t  o f  mocey in to  t h e  v e n t u r e  f o r  t h e  
t i m b e r i n g  i n  t h e  s t o p e s  and  l e v e l s  is v e r y  i m p r e s s i v e  and  s t i l l  i n  a r emarkab ly  
good c o n d i t i o n .  You c a n  a c t u a l l y  smell t h e  c r e o s o t e  i n  some p a r t s  o f  t h e  mine. Ewan 
h a s  p i o n e e r e d  t h e  e x p l o r a t i o n  work a t  Tyndrum, d i g g i n g  h o l e s  h e r e  and  t h e r e ,  bottom- 



i n g  s h a f t s ,  e t c . ,  and  had a l m o s t  e x h a u s t e d  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  o f  t h e s e  two l e v e l s .  1 s a y  
' a l m o s t '  b e c a u s e  t h e r e  was a 6 0 f t  l adde rway  a t  t h e  end  o f  t h e  h i g h e s t  l e v e l ,  a t  t h e  . 

t o p  o f  which was a t r a p d o o r .  No o n e ,  Ewan i n f o r m e d  u s ,  had e v e r  been  a b l e  t o  open 
t h i s  t r a p d o o r .  He m i g h t  as  w e l l  h a v e  s a i d  t h e r e  was a g o l d e n  f l e e c e  a t  t h e  t o p  of  
t h e  l a d d e r  f o r  i t  a t t r a c t e d  c l u b  members l i k e  a l i g h t  a t t r a c t s  moths.  I w a s n ' t  
p r e s e n t  when t h e  door  f i n a l l y  y i e l d e d ,  I was down below t a k i n g  p h o t o s  o f  a b a t t e r y  
o f  o r e  h o p p e r s ,  b u t  I h e a r d  o n  t h e  g r a p e  v i n e  P e t e r  Dawes smashed h i s  way t h r o u g h  
w i t h  h i s  head .  Some c a r e f u l  e x p l o r a t i o n  e n s u e d  c u l m i n a t i n g  i n  t h e  d i s c o v e r y  of a n  
i m p r e s s i v e  s t o p e ,  s e v e r a l  s h o v e l s ,  a bogey ,  and  a heap  o f  g e l i g n i t e  w i t h  d e t o n a t i n g  
c o r d  a n d  d e t o n a t o r s .  A l l  good mouldy s t u f f .  

T h a t  n i g h t  t h e  h e a v e n s  opened  and  S t a l a g  L u f t  G len  Coe was t r a n s f o r m e d  
i n t o  a b o a t i n g  l a k e .  We a n c h o r e d  o u r  t e n t s  t o  b o u l d e r s  and  gun emplacements  a n d  
w i t h  t h e  g r a c e  o f  God w e a t h e r e d  t h e  s t o r m .  M a r t i n  Maher was n o t  s o  l u c k y  a n d  h i s  
t e n t  f l o a t e d  away; i n  t h e  morning  i t  was c a p t u r e d  by t h e  enemy, towed o u t  i n t o  t h e  
m i d d l e  o f  t h e  s i t e ,  a n d  u s e d  a s  a t a r g e t  f o r  E-Boat p r a c t i s e .  

S p i r i t s  we re  low,  S a t u r d a y  was g r e y  and  c o l d .  The E n g l i s h  c o n t i n g e n t  
paced  e n d l e s s l y  round t h e  p e r i m e t e r  f e n c e  l o o k i n g  f o r  a weak s p o t ,  t h e  Achi l les  Heel 
B l e z a r d  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  t u n n e l  h e  had been  d i g g i n g  f rom t h e  t o i l e t  b l o c k  had 
f l o o d e d  d u r i n g  t h e  n i g h t ,  n o t  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  t o r r e n t i a l  r a i n ,  b u t  b e c a u s e  P h i 1  
M e r r i n  l e f t  a shower  t u r n e d  on .  Meanwhi l e ,  down a t  t h e  o t h e r  end o f  t h e  c a m p s i t e ,  
Angela  Wi l son  a n d  Dave B r i d g e  had c o n s t r u c t e d  a v a u l t i n g  h o r s e  f rom o l d  packing-  
cases and  were busy d r a g g i n g  i t  t o w a r d s  t h e  f e n c e .  Yes, t h o s e  were d e s p e r a t e  d a y s .  
But  w e  r e f u s e d  t o  be  b e a t e n .  

A t  10:OO h o u r s  t h e  s e n i o r  B r i t i s h  o f f i c e r  ( a - p o s t  w h i c h . F l e m i n g  and  
M i t c h e l l  f o u g h t  o v e r  l i k e  cat  a n d  dog)  c a l l e d  a m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  e s c a p e  commi t t ee .  
I t  was d e c i d e d  t h a t  we would c r a s h  t h e  g a t e  a g a i n :  t h e  Huns would n o t  be  e x p e c t i n g  
t h i s  as i t  was t o o  o b v i o u s .  The p l a n  worked.  We headed  n o r t h  f o r  S t r o n t i a n .  

Ewan had been  i n  t o u c h  w i t h  t h e  mine  manager  a t  S t r o n t i a n ,  we were . 
c o n d u c t e d  a r o u n d  t h e  o p e n c a s t  s i t e ,  b u t  n o t  a l l o w e d  unde rg round .  The mine h a s  been  . 
o p e r a t i o n a l  f o r  a y e a r ,  a n d  i t  is o b v i o u s  f rom t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  t h e  p l a n t ,  mach ine ry ,  
e tc . ,  t h a t  no small amount o f  money h a s  been  pumped i n t o  i t .  B a r y t e s  is  t h e  m i n e r a l  . 
t h e y  are a f t e r  and  are, a t  t h e  moment, p r o d u c i n g  500 t o n s  p e r  week. Most o f  t h e i r  
p r o d u c t i o n  comes f rom t h e  o p e n c a s t  on t h e  o u t c r o p  o f  t h e  S t r o n t i a n  Main V e i n ,  t hough  
t h e y  have  d r i v e n  a  l e v e l  d e e p  i n t o  t h e  h i l l s i d e  a n d  hope  t o  deve lopeunde rg round  on  
a l a r g e  s c a l e .  

We were p r e t t y  peeved  t h a t  we c o u l d n ' t  g e t  unde rg round  s o  we d e c i d e d  
t o  f o l l o w  t h e  v e i n  e a s t  o v e r  t h e  moun ta in  t o  a n  o l d  mine  on  t h e  s l o p e s  o f  Druim 
Garbh .  It was a good two-mile h i k e ,  b u t  p l e a s a n t  enough.  Once t h e r e  w e  found  t h e  
w o r k i n g s  had m o s t l y  run- in  a n d  o n l y  a c o u p l e  o f  s h o r t  l e v e l s  and o n e  s h a l l o w  s h a f t  
we re  a c c e s s i b l e .  Lead was mined h e r e  d u r i n g  t h e  l a s t  c e n t u r y ,  and  j u d g i n g  by t h e  
l a r g e  amounts  o f  s p o i l  p i l e d  o n  t h e  banks  o f  A l l t  F o i t h  Dhomhail ,  t h e  Smiddy Vein 
was worked e x t e n s i v e l y .  T r i a l s  were a l s o  d r i v e n  o n  L e v e l  Ve in ,  High Ve in ,  Antimony 
Ve in ,  and  Nor th  Ve in .  

T h a t  e v e n i n g ,  w h i l e  e n j o y i n g  a C h i n e s e  meal i n  F o r t  W i l l i a m ,  t h e  SS 
b u r s t  i n t o  t h e  r e s t a u r a n t  a n d  d r a g g e d  u s  back  t o  t h e  s i t e .  A s e v e r e  blow t o  moral! 
How d i d  t h e y  know we were t h e r e ?  Did we h a v e  a n  i n f o r m e r  i n  o u r  r a n k s ?  P e r h a p s  we 
had been  b e t r a y e d  by t h a t  H i g h l a n d  p a r t i s a n  c h a p p i e  who t r i e d  t o  t h i e v e  McFadzean f s  
s t o o l  i n  t h e  b a r  o f  t h e  B a l l a c h u l i s h  H o t e l ,  o r  maybe t h a t  r e d - h a i r e d  wi ld-eyed  l a d y  
o f  t h e  n i g h t  who a p p r o a c h e d  Mike Maher and  s a i d ,  i n  s u l t r y  t o n e s :  "Hey Jimmy, Ah'm 
y o u r s  £ e r  a qu id . "  (money well s p e n t ,  Mike?)  

L a t e r  t h a t  n i g h t  o u r  m o r a l  r e c e i v e d  a n o t h e r  d e a d l y  blow. M a r t i n  Maher,  
M i k e ' s  c o u n t r y  c o u s i n ,  w h i l e  a t t e m p t i n g  a n  e s c a p e  b i d ,  was c a u g h t  i n  t h e  beam o f  a 
s e a r c h  l i g h t  and  marched o f f  t o  t h e  w a r d e n ' s  bunke r .  He was n e v e r  s e e n  a g a i n .  We 
have  s i n c e  l e a r n e d ,  f rom a g u a r d  B l e z a r d  managed t o  b r i b e  w i t h  a copy o f  t h e  Mine 
E x p l o r e r ,  t h a t  he  was t r ans fe r r ed  t o  t h e  h i g h - s e c u r i t y  wing of  S t a l a g  L u f t  E i l e a n  
Donnan. Rumour h a s  it t h a t  Piaher h a s  formed a n  e s c a p e  commi t t ee  i n  t h i s  a n c i e n t  
S c o t t i s h  cast le  and  i s  busy c o n s t r u c t i n g  a g l i d e r  h i g h  i n  t h e  r a f t e r s .  

Sunday morning  dawned g l o r i o u s  and  g o l d e n ,  t h e  a i r  w a s  as clear as  a 



b e l l .  On accoun t  of t h i s  f a v o u r a b l e  t u r n  i n  t h e  weather  we s p l i t  i n t o  two g r o u p s ,  . . 
t h e  l a r g e s t  of  which would t r a v e r s e  t h e  Aonach Eagach r i d g e  from e a s t  t o  west whi le  
t h e  remainder  ( t h e  P u r i s t s )  would have a  c r a c k  a t  some a l l u r i n g  s h a f t s  back a t  
Tyndrum. The D i s s e n t e r s ,  c l a d  i n  tweed b reeches  and w i e l d i n g  i c e  a x e s  and knobbly 
b o o t s ,  marched o f f  i n t o  t h e  h e a t h e r  w h i s t l i n g  "I l o v e  t o  go a-wandering", e n e r g e t i c -  
a l l y  t w i r l i n g  t h e i r  v a r n i s h e d  b l a c k t h o r n  walking s t i c k s ,  and ramming b i n o c u l a r s  
i n t o  t h e i r  e y e s  e v e r y  t ime  a  crow f l e w  o u t  of a  c r a n n i e .  

Back a t  Tyndrum t h e  S.A.S. ( S p e c i a l  A b s e i l i n g  Squad) s t r u g g l e d  lOOOft 
t o  t h e  t o p  of t h e  Sron nan Colan r i d g e  and lowered a 1 5 0 f t  rope  down a d a r k  and 
awesome s h a f t .  Ewan had been partway down t h i s  b e f o r e  b u t  had never  reached t h e  
bottom; t h i s  t ime he abbed down a b o u t  lOOft t o  a s t a n c e  where ,  he informed u s ,  t h e  
r o p e  would have t o  be re-belayed.  We j o i n e d  him down t h e r e  and M i t c h e l l  s e t  a b o u t  
r i g g i n g  t h e  n e x t  p i t c h .  

The s t o p e / s h a f t  w e  had abbed down proved t o  be r a t h e r  u n s t a b l e  and 
o c c a s i o n a l l y  a  rock  o r  two came w h i s t l i n g  o u t  of  t h e  d a r k n e s s .  We were a l l  crammed 
on t h i s  t i n y  s t a n c e  and were ,  t o  a ve ry  l a r g e  e x t e n t ,  a t  t h e  mercy of  t h e  mine. We 
had a good l a u g h  when Mer r in  g o t  c lonked  on t h e  f o o t  w i t h  a  c o b b l e ,  b u t  when a  lump 
of  v e i n s t o n e  t h e  s i z e  of  a f o o t b a l l  knocked J o n e s y  t o  t h e  ground we t i g h t e n e d  o u r  
c h i n - s t r a p s  and cowered a g a i n s t  t h e  w a l l .  Poor o l d  Jonesy  had t h e  wind knocked o u t  
o f  him; b u t  he  w a s n ' t  h u r t  t o o  badly  f o r  t h a t  n i g h t  he was showing t h e  barmaids t h e  
b r u i s e s  on h i s  s h o u l d e r .  

The n e x t  p i t c h  was 6 0 f t  t o  a blockage.  No way on. CuriouSly enough, way 
down a t  t h e  bottom of  t h i s  e v i l  s t o p e ,  1 6 0 f t  benea th  t h e  s u r f a c e ,  was a b r i l l i a n t  
w h i t e  d r i f t  of pure  d r i v e n  snow. There  was n o t h i n g  else t o  s e e  s o  w e  p r u s s i c k e d  o u t ,  
and t h a t  i n  i t s e l f  was worth  go ing  down t o  watch what w i t h  J o n e s y  and h i s  smashed 
s h o u l d e r ,  Merr in  w i t h . h i s  f o o t  i n  a s l i n g ,  Long John Cameron and h i s  gammy l e g ,  and 
M i t c h e l l  p u f f i n g  and blowing and s a y i n g  he was t o o  o l d  f o r  t h i s  c a p e r  - what a bunch! 

The D i s s e n t e r s  had a m a r v e l l o u s  day on t h e  r i d g e  though t h e y  s a i d  t h e  
r o u t e  from Meall Dearg t o  Sgor  nam F i a n n a i d h  was very  crowded, l o t s  o f  w a l k e r s  and 
c l i m b e r s  t a k i n g  advan tage  of  t h e  wea the r .  S t i l l ,  t h e y  had i m p r e s s i v e  sun- tans ;  t h e  
r e s t  of u s  were q u i t e  j e a l o u s .  

Monday morning,  1 1 : O O  h o u r s ,  and t h e  G r e a t  Escape swung i n t o  a c t i o n .  
M i t c h e l l ,  t h e  s e n i o r  B r i t i s h  o f f i c e r  (Fleming was d e l i r i o u s  w i t h  swamp f e v e r ) ,  l u l -  
l e d  t h e  warden i n t o  a f a l s e  s e n s e  o f  s e c u r i t y  by p l a y i n g  "It's a l o n g  way t o  Tip- 
e r a r y "  on h i s  mouth-organ w h i l e  t h e  rest of  u s  sn ipped  th rough  t h e  barbed-wire 
f e n c e  i n  a  l a s t  d e s p e r a t e  b id  f o r  freedom. And we made it.  Once c l e a r  o f  t h e  camp 
we changed i n t o  home-made p e a s a n t s '  c l o t h i n g  (Mer r in  would i n s i s t  on wear ing a b lack  
even ing  d r e s s  w i t h  matching s h o e s  and handbag) and headed east a c r o s s  t h e  w i l d e r n e s s  
o f  Rannock Moor towards  C r i a n l a r i c h .  

We s topped  f o r  l u n c h  on t h e  s o u t h  bank of  Loch Tay where t h e r e  was a 
v e r y  i n t e r e s t i n g  copper  mine. The mine was mos t ly  o p e n c a s t  bu t  t h e r e  were t h e  rem- 
a i n s  of  s e v e r a l  l e v e l s ,  v e r y  s h o r t  and d r y ,  and one o r  two l a r g i s h  chambers i l lum-  
i n a t e d  by s u n l i g h t  f i l t e r i n g  down t h r o u g h  t h e  workings .  There  were ample specimens 
o f  c h a l c o p y r i t e  and b o r n i t e  s c a t t e r e d  on t h e  s p o i l - h e a p s ;  we passed a l e i s u r e l y  
hour poking a b o u t  and smashing r o c k s  w i t h  hammers. Then i t  was doon t a e  t h e  l o c h  
f o r  a wander th rough  t h e  r u i n s  of t h e  m i l l  where t h e  copper  was smel ted .  There  was 
n o t  a  g r e a t  d e a l  t o  s e e ,  a few tumbled b u i l d i n g s  and a  waterwheel  p i t ,  t h e  r u i n s  
o f  a wooden j e t t y  from where t h e  copper  was s h i p p e d ,  b u t  i t  was a n  i d e a l  p l a c e  f o r  
a p i c n i c  and t h e  views a l o n g  t h e  l o c h  were i n s u r p a s s a b l e .  

I n c i d e n t l y ,  f o r  t h o s e  members who a r e  n o t  aware  of  t h i s  f a c t :  t h e  r i v e r  
Tay,  which f lows  o u t  o f  Loch Tay,  i s  t h e  premier  sa imon-f ishing r i v e r  i n  t h e  B r i t i s h  
I s l e s  ( i n f o r m a t i o n  donated by P e t e r  -thislll-stop-the-conversation- Fleming) .  

To round o f f  t h i s  a r t i c l e  I ' l l  j u s t  s c r i b b l e  a few l i n e s  a b o u t  t h e  
S.R.T. t r a i n i n g  meet i n  C a t h e d r a l  Cavern.  We were a b i t  s c e p t i c a l  a b o u t  i n c l u d i n g  
t h i s  i n  t h e  meets  l i s t  f o r  we have l e a r n t ,  from p a s t  e x p e r i e n c e ,  t h a t  t h e  o n l y  
peop le  who t u r n  up f o r  t h e s e  e v e n t s  a r e  t h o s e  who are q u i t e  a d e p t  a l r e a d y  and d o n ' t  
need t o  p r a c t i s e .  Which j u s t  goes  t o  show t h a t  we c a n ' t  be r i g h t  a l l  t h e  t i m e ,  f o r  
on t h e  1 9 t h  o f  May a fo rmidab le  army of  n o v i c e s  g a t h e r e d  a t  t h e  f o r d  i n  L i t t l e  Lang- 
d a l e ,  s e e k i n g  i n s t r u c t i o n  from t h a t  guru  of mountain c r a f t ,  Mike M i t c h e l l .  



J o n e s y  a n d  I t u r n e d  up e a r l y  t o  h e l p  Mike r i g  a l l  t h e  r o p e s  and  
s e c u r e  r o c k - b o l t s  e t c .  A c t u a l l y ,  t h i s  was j u s t  a n  e x c u s e  t o  t r y  o u t  M i k e ' s  g o o d i e s  .- 

b e f o r e  e v e r y o n e  else a r r i v e d  s o  t h a t  w e  w o u l d n ' t  make s p e c t a c l e s  o f  o u r s e l v e s  l a t e r  - 

i n  t h e  day .  Got t o  k e e p  up  a p p e a r a n c e s ,  you know. We r i g g e d  f o u r  p i t c h e s ,  a l l  a b o u t  
5 0 f t  h i g h :  t h e  f i r s t  was a f r e e  a b s e i l ,  t h e  s e c o n d  a n  a b s e i l  t h a t  was re -be l ayed  
half-way down ( o b j e c t  t o  manoeuvre p a s t  t h e  b e l a y  w i t h o u t  f a l l i n g  t o  o n e ' s  d e a t h ) ,  
t h e  t h i r d  a f r e e - h a n g i n g  a b s e i l  w i t h  a k n o t  i n  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  t h e  r o p e  ( o b j e c t  t o  
manoeuvre p a s t  t h e  k n o t  - d e f i n i t e l y  n o t  as e a s y  as i t  s o u n d s ) ,  a n d  t h e  f o u r t h  a 
l a d d e r  p i t c h .  P r i o r  t o  b e i n g  f a s t e n e d  on  t h e  r o p e s  a n d  hoofed  o v e r  t h e  e d g e ,  members 
were b r i e f e d  i n  t h e  f i n e r  p o i n t s  of  S.R.T. ( s i n g l e  r o p e  t e c h n i q u e )  by Mike,  who 
a l s o  g a v e  d e t a i l e d  i n s t r u c t i o n s  o n  t h e  t y i n g  o f  v a r i o u s  k n o t s ,  f i g u r e - e i g h t ,  b o w l i n e ,  
and  o n e  v e r y  d u b i o u s  spec imen  which h e  c a l l e d  a  "Half  a d o u b l e - f i s h e r m e n ' s  kno t . "  
T h i s  o n e  had them p u z z l e d .  " S u r e l y , "  s a i d  a b y s t a n d e r ,  "Half a d o u b l e - f i s h e r m e n ' s  
k n o t  is  s i m p l y  a  f i s h e r m e n ' s  kno t . "  Mr M i t c h e l l  had no answer  t o  t h a t ,  b u t  i t  was 
n o t e d ,  la ter  t h a t  n i g h t ,  w h i l e  s t a n d i n g  i n  t h e  b a r  o f  t h e  Crown, h e  o r d e r e d  t h r e e  
t h i r d s  o f  a p i n t  o f  b i t t e r ,  50% o f  a l a r g e  g i n  & t o n i c ,  a n d  a s i x t h  p a r t  o f  a dozen  
p a c k e t s  o f  S a i l o r - b o y  porky  s c r a t c h i n g s .  C u r i o u s  b e h a v i o r  i n d e e d .  

The a b s e i l i n g  went  w e l l .  By t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  a f t e r n o o n  w e  had members, 
who had n o t  p r e v i o u s l y  been  on  a  r o p e ,  a b b i n g  down 1 5 0 f t  p i t c h e s ;  a n d  L o u i s e  Hemsley 
g o t  s o  e x c i t e d  s h e  had t o  b e  d i s s u a d e d  f rom r i d i n g  down t h e  q u a r r y  f a c e  on h e r  
b i c y c l e  w i t h  ' d e s c e n d e r '  c l i p p e d  t o  t h e  h a n d l e - b a r s .  Good f o r  a l a u g h .  But  t h e  o n e  ". 
t h a t  had  most  p e o p l e  s n o o k e r e d  was t h e  f r e e - h a n g i n g  r o p e  w i t h  t h e  k n o t  i n  t h e  m i d d l e .  
Anne Danson had a c r a c k  a t  t h i s  a n d , m e q u e n t l y ,  s p e n t  t h e  d u r a t i o n  o f  t h e  a f t e r -  
noon s u s p e n d e d  3 0 f t  a b o v e . t h e  q u a r r y  f l o o r  w i t h  a bemused e x p r e s s i o n  on h e r  f a c e .  
To round-  o f f  t h e  day  e v e r y o n e  had a~ go  a t  p r u s s i c k i n g  back  up t h e  r o p e s .  

"W.., .-,,? - . :. . .  ' . . - --.c . ' ? '  . ; ... 
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J u s t  a few words  o f  e x p l a n a t i o n  f o r  t h o s e  members who were n o t  p r e s e n t  
o n  t h e  S c o t t i s h  meet b u t  who are a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  F o r e s t r y  Commiss ion ,or  members . 
o f  t h e  Ca ravan  Club:  w h i l e  camped o n  t h e  G len  Coe s i t e  C.A.T. members were h a r a s s e d  - 
by t h e  warden t o  s u c h  a d e g r e e  t h a t  o n e  o f  o u r  number was o b l i g e d  t o  i n f o r m  him 
t h a t ,  on r e t u r n  t o  Eng land ,  h e  would be  s u b m i t t i n g  a c o m p l a i n t  t o  h i s  s u p e r i o r s .  
The w a r d e n ' s  a t t i t u d e  was i n t i m i d a t o r y ,  v i n d i c t i v e ,  and  t o t a l l y  u n w a r r a n t e d ;  w e  
a b i d e d  by t h e  camp r e g u l a t i o n s  as f a r  as was p o s s i b l e ,  a n d  were o n e  o f  t h e  q u i e t e s t  
a n d  t i d i e s t  g r o u p s  on  t h e  s i t e .  Through t a l k i n g  t o  o t h e r  camper s  w e  became aware 
t h a t  t h i s  a u t h o r i c a r i a n  a t t i t u d e  was n o t  c o n f i n e d  t o  o u r  g r o u p ,  b u t  i t  t r a n s p i r e d  
e v e r y o n e  who p i t c h e d  a t e n t  on  t h a t  c a m p s i t e  was s u b m i t t e d  t o  t h e  same t r e a t m e n t .  
NOT SO THE CARAVANNERS:they c o u l d  n o t  p u t  a f o o t  wrong;  t h e i r  d o g s  c o u l d  b a r k  a l l  
n i g h t ,  t h e i r  r a d i o s  b l a r e  a l l  d a y .  

Whether  i t  i s  t h e  o f f i c i a l  p o l i c y  o f  t h e s e  b o d i e s  t o  impose  d o u b l e  
s t a n d a r d s  on t h e i r  p a y i n g  c u s t o m e r s ,  w e  know n o t ;  what  we do  know is t h a t  t h i s  
s o c i e t y  w i l l  n e v e r  a g a i n  a d v i s e  its members t o  camp o n  a F o r e s t r y  Commission o r  
Ca ravan  C l u b  s i t e .  

BOOK co~r9EA 
We are p l e a s e d  t o  announce  a s p e c i a l  o f f e r  ............ 

The Lead Mine r s  o f  t h e  N o r t h e r n  P e n n i n e s  - by C . J .  Hunt ( r e - p r i n t ) .  

A H i s t o r y  o f  Lead Mining  i n  t h e  P e n n i n e s  - by A.  R a i s t r i c k  and  B. J e n n i n g s .  

Both  o f  t h e  a b o v e  r e t a i l  a t  £15 e a c h ,  t hough  a d i s c o u n t  i s  a v a i l a b l e  

t h r o u g h  t h e  T r u s t .  F o r  d e t a i l s  p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  Maureen S t o n e ,  Old S t a i n t o n  Hall, 

S t a i n t o n ,  Da l ton - in -Furnes s ,  Cumbr ia ,  o r  r i n g  (0229)  62036.  



I n  Newsletter No. 4  w e  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  Haig  P i t ,  i n  Whi tehaven ,  was o n  
t h e  N.C.B, h i t - l i s t  and  t h a t  t h e r e  would be  mass r e d u n d a n c i e s  t h i s  summer. Details 
have  now f i l t e r e d  t h r o u g h ;  t h e  p r o s p e c t s  f o r  Haig  are g r i m  i n d e e d .  

C o a l  p r o d u c t i o n  c e a s e d  on Monday t h e  4 t h  o f  J u n e  when t h e  las t  s h e a r  
was removed f rom H a i g ' s  las t  l o n g w a l l  f a c e ,  240.  A l l  t h e  c h o c k s  a n d  equ ipmen t  have  
been removed from 238 Face  and  239 F a c e ,  and  t h e s e  f a c e s  are now b e i n g  s e a l e d  o f f .  
On t h e  4 t h  o f  August  425  men w i l l  be  made r e d u n d a n t ,  t h e n  a f u r t h e r  6 5  men b e f o r e  
t h e  end  o f  t h e  month,  l e a v i n g  185. Once a l l  t h e  s a l v a g e  work is c o m p l e t e  and  a new 
bunker  i s  b u i l t  on  t h e  S o u t h  S i d e ,  t h e s e  men w i l l  go on  deve lopmen t  work. 

Now t h e n  l a d i e s  ............ d o n ' t  miss t h i s  g r a n d  fund  r a i s i n g  e v e n t .  
While  t h e  Yanks are c e l e b r a t i n g  t h e i r  i n d e p e n d a n c e  you c a n  be e n j o y i n g  y o u r s e l v e s  
a t  a PIPPA- DEE p a r t y  a t  M a r g a r e t  C o l e ' s ,  C o l t  House,  C o l t  House Lane ,  U l v e r s t o n ,  
Cumbria.  T e l .  ( 0229)  53482.  T h i s  i n v i t a t i o n  is  a l s o  open  t o  a n y  i n t e r e s t e d  gen t l emen .  

4 t h  o f  J u l y  1984 

C h r i s t m a s  c a r d  a n d  small g i f t  c a t a l o g u e s  are a v a i l a b l e  t o  members who 
w i s h  t o  do  some f u n d  r a i s i n g .  F o r  c a t a l o g u e s ,  p l e a s e  g e t  i n  t o u c h  w i t h  Maureen 
S t o n e  (0229)  62036. A l l  o r d e r s  t o  Anne McFadzean, 7 S i l v e r  S t r e e t ,  Mar ton ,  U l v e r s t o n ,  
Cumbria.  
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