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by McF 

L a s t  n i g h t  w e  sat i n  t h e  b a r  of  t h e  Crown c l u t c h i n g  p i n t s  o f  b i t t e r  
and s k e t c h i n g  d iagrams  of  s t o p e s  and l e v e l s .  A f t e r  a d e a l  o f  d e l i b e r a t i o n ,  and no 
small amount of  h e a d - s c r a t c h i n g ,  we d e c i d e d  t h a t  t h e  d a y ' s  3 0 0 f t  + d e s c e n t  i n t o  
a n  unexplored r e g i o n  of  Paddy End mine,  a t  C o n i s t o n ,  was a q u a l i f i e d  s u c c e s s .  The 
d a y ' s  p l a n  had been t o  descend t h e  Funnel  ( I ' l l  t e l l  you what t h a t  is  i n  a minute)  
and e s t a b l i s h  i t s  a s s o c i a t i o n s  w i t h  v a r i o u s  unexp lo red ,  and e x p l o r e d ,  s t o p e s  on 
Top and Middle l e v e l s .  Well, w e  a c h i e v e d  a few o f  t h e  t h i n g s  w e  set o u t  t o  do ,  and 
e s t a b l i s h e d  t h a t  - t h e r e  is no c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  Lake S t o p e ;  Green Ginne l  is  probab ly  
Middle Leve l  masquerading a s  a g r e e n  g i n n e l ;  t h e  Windy S t o p e  is much l a r g e r  t h a n  
anyone e v e r  imagined;  Lake S t o p e  is  a mystery  u n t o  i t s e l f ;  t h e  Windy S t o p e  is prob- 
a b l y  t h e  same s t o p e  as t h e  o t h e r  Windy S t o p e  n e a r  t h e  t o p  o f  Paddy End S h a f t ;  Orange 
Box Corner  i s  d i r e c t l y  below, and a l i t t l e  t o  t h e  r i g h t  o f ,  t h e  p l a c e  t h a t  looked 
a s . t h o u g h  i t  might have been a t u n n e l ;  t h e  Windy S t o p e  p robab ly  c o n n e c t s  w i t h  Deep 
Leve l  th rough  Pudding S t o n e  Leve l ;  Windy S t o p e  is  a v e r y  h a i r y  p l a c e ;  Green G i n n e l ,  
which a l m o s t  c e r t a i n l y  is  Middle Leve l  i n  d i s g u i s e ,  could p o s s i b l y  connec t  w i t h  
Grey Crag L e v e l ;  t h e  p l a c e  t h a t  looked as though i t  might have been a t u n n e l  i s  
d e f i n a t e l y  a t u n n e l ;  t h e r e  s h o u l d  be a c o n n e c t i o n  somewhere between Green Ginne l  
and Lake S t o p e ;  Windy S t o p e  and Lake S t o p e  are i n c r e d i b l y  c l o s e  t o g e t h e r ;  t h e  t u n n e l  
t h a t  r u n  s i n  t o t h e s i d e o f  Windy S t o p e a n d h a s  r a i l w a y  l i n e s  j u t t i n g  o u t  of  i t  is . 

probab ly  Green G i n n e l ,  o r  t h e r e  a g a i n  it c o u l d  be Middle  Leve l ,  h t  i t  d o e s n ' t  
matter because  w e ' l l  never  be a b l e  t o  c l i m b  up t o  i t ;*  ore -pass  which d r o p s  o n t o  
t h e  n o r t h e r n  e x t r e m i t y  of  t h e  Windy S t o p e  s h o u l d  o r i g i n a t e  on Top l e v e l ;  t h e  unex- 
p l o r e d  t u n n e l  i n  t h e  t o p  of  Windy S t o p e  i s  t o o  h i g h  f o r  Top Leve l  and i s  t h e r e f o r e  
Arete Chamber L e v e l ;  Orange Box C o r n e r ,  which is above Green G i n n e l  and below Arete 
Chamber L e v e l ,  is a v e r y  l o n e l y  p l a c e  when viewed from t h e  end o f  a r o p e ;  Woodend's 
Level  d o e s  n o t  c o n n e c t  w i t h  t h e  Windy S t o p e ,  which is j u s t  as  w e l l  f o r  t h e  a d i t  
l i es  b e n e a t h  t h e  s u r f a c e  of  L e v e r s  Water; t h e  Lake S t o p e  i s  t h e  l a s t  chance of 
winning i n t o  t h e  Top Leve l  E x t e n s i o n ;  Green G i n n e l  w i l l  have t o  be  examined more 
c l o s e l y ;  Orange Box C o r n e r ,  which l i es  a d j a c e n t  t o  Lake S t o p e ,  a t  t h e  edge of  t h e  
Windy S t o p e ,  on t h e  Top L e v e l  c r o s s - c u t  a b o u t  a hundred f e e t  from t h e  Through T r i p  
S t o p e ,  w i l l  a l s o  have t o  be examined more c l o s e l y ;  Windy S t o p e  and t h e  Through T r i p  
S t o p e  hade i n  o p p o s i t e  d i r e c t i o n s ;  Top Leve l  E x t e n s i o n  is a m y t h i c a l  l a b y r i n t h  of . 
e n d l e s s  p a s s a g e s  u n a t t a i n a b l e  e x c e p t  through e t e r n a l  c e l i b a c y  o r  h y p n o t i c  r e g r e s s i o n .  

Now I hope you have a b s o r b e d  a l l  t h a t  f o r  y o u ' l l  be asked  q u e s t i o n s  on 
i t  a t  t h e  Chr i s tmas  d i n n e r ,  and i f  you g e t  more t h a n  t h r e e  c o r r e c t  t h a n  you w i l l  
have done r a t h e r  b e t t e r  t h a n  u s  c h a p s  s i t t i n g  round t h i s  t a b l e  i n  t h e  Crown s c r i b b -  
l i n g  d iagrams  on wedding i n v i t a t i o n  e n v e l o p e s  and r a c k i n g  o u r  minds t r y i n g  t o  p i e c e  
t o g e t h e r  t h e  monstrous  th ree -d imens iona l  maze t h a t  is Paddy End. The o n l y  t h i n g  
t h a t  eve ryone  a g r e e s  o n ,  and which is s lowly  becoming a s o r t  of  folk-maxim u t t e r e d  
a f t e r  e v e r y  C o n i s t o n  meet, i s  t h a t  f o r  e v e r y  mystery  unwrave l l ed  a n o t h e r  two t a k e  
its p l a c e ;  i t ' s  l i k e  t h o s e  e q u a t i o n s  w e  l e a r n t  by r o t e  a t  s c h o o l :  t h e  sum o f  t h e  
problems s o l v e d  is  h a l f  t h e  t o t a l  sum of  t h e  problems y e t  t o  be  e n c o u n t e r e d ,  o r :  
f o r  e v e r y  headache t h e r e  is  a n  unequa l  and o p p o s i t e  headache.  The more w e  e x p l o r e ,  
t h e  d e e p e r  w e  d e s c e n d ,  t h e  more c louded  and c o n g e s t e d  becomes t h e  p i c t u r e ;  c o n f u s i o n  
is  t o o  s i m p l e  a word f o r  i t ,  i t  does  n o t  convey t h e  s e n s e  o f  f r u s t r a t i o n  and bewild- 
erment  which is  e x p e r i e n c e d  a f t e r  e v e r y  v i s i t .  

T h e r e  was once  a time when t h i n g s  were s o  much s i m p l e r .  I n  t h e  good o l d  
days  w e  would s a u n t e r  th rough  Paddy End, maybe e x p l o r e  a new t u n n e l  o r  two, bottom 
a s h a f t  o r  a s t o p e ,  t h e n  wander o f f  t o  t h e  pub; sand  boys  were never  h a p p i e r ;  ignor -  
a n c e ,  t o  u s e  a hackneyed e x p r e s s i o n ,  was b l i s s .  Those were t h e  good o l d  d a y s ,  t h e  
wire- ladder  and p i t o n  d a y s ,  t h e  w e t  o v e r a l l s  and waders d a y s ,  when peop le  who owned 
s i t - h a r n e s s e s  were r e g a r d e d  w i t h  mixed f e e l i n g s  o f  awe and s u s p i c i o n .  The good o l d  
days  were r u d e l y  t e r m i n a t e d  i n  1982 when a n  o l d  mine p l a n  became a v a i l a b l e  on t h e  
b l a c k  market .  Now, t h e  o r i g i n a l  p l a n  belonged t o  E r i c  Hol land ;  w e  had a l l  pe rused  
it on t h e  odd o c c a s i o n  when i t  had been unwravel led  ce remonios ly  b e n e a t h  t h e  a n c i e n t  
r a f t e r s  o f  Stainton Hall; t h e n  o u t  o f  t h e  b l u e  C h r i s  J o n e s  sudden ly  began producing 



e x c e l l e n t  c o p i e s  and  s e l l i n g  them on street c o r n e r s .  How C h r i s  a q u i r e d  t h e  o r i g i n a l  
i s  a n o t h e r  mys te ry  af Yh,e C o n i s t o n  c o p p e r  mines  f o r  Eric h a s  a  reputation f o r  b e i n g  
' c a r e f u l '  w i t h  h i s  mine rp lans  - we m o r t a l s  are a l l o w e d  g l i m p s e s  o n l y  on s p e c i a l  - . 
o c c a s i o n s .  

You would t h i n k  i t  would be s a f e  t o  assume t h a t  armed w i t h  mine p l a n s ,  
compasses ,  and  t a p e  m e a s u r e s ,  anyone  o f  a v e r a g e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  c o u l d ,  i n  t h e  s p a c e  o f  
two-and-a-half y e a r s ,  l a y  b a r e  t h e  secrets o f  t h e  C o n i s t o n  c o p p e r  mines ,  o r  a t  least  
form a n  a c c u r a t e  m e n t a l  p i c t u r e  o f  t h e  workings. T h i s  would i n d e e d  have  been t h e  case 
i f  t h e  p l a n s  had been w o r t h  t h e i r  s a l t ,  b u t  i t  soon  became a p p a r e n t ,  when compar ing  
o u r  own rough  s u r v e y s  and j o t t i n g s  w i t h  t h e  bona f f d e  p l a n ,  t h a t  t h i s  ha l lowed  
document b o r e  o n l y  t h e  v a g u e s t  o f  s imilari t ies  t o  t h e  a c t u a l  mine.  T h e r e  seems t o  
be s e v e r a l  r e a s o n s  f o r  t h i s ,  t h e  most  i m p o r t a n t  b e i n g  t h a t  t h e  s u r v e y  was c a r r i e d  
o u t  b e f o r e  t h e  mine c e a s e d  p r o d u c t i o n ,  t h e r e  b e i n g  w o r k i n g s  a c c e s s i b l e  now t h a t  were 
n o t  d r i v e n  a t  t h a t  time; a n o t h e r  f a c t o r  which c a u s e s  a d e a l  o f  c o n s t e r n a t i o n  is  
t h a t  s t o p e s  are n o t  shown, presumably  f o r  c l a r i t y  - o n l y  t h e  main l e v e l s  and  a few 
select b r a n c h e s  are d e p i c t e d  - t h e  p l a n  is  n o t  e x h a u s t i v e  by a l o n g  s h o t .  Another  
r e a s o n ,  and  o n e  t h a t  was h i g h l i g h t e d  by y e s t e r d a y ' s  d e s c e n t ,  was t h e  d e n u d a t i o n  o f  
t h e  main h a u l a g e  l e v e l s  b o t h  by n a t u r a l  f o r c e s  and  t h e  hand o f  man. 

L e t  u s  c o n s i d e r  t h i s  l a s t  p o i n t .  T h e r e  are f i v e  h a u l a g e  h o r i z o n s  a t  - 
Paddy End and s e v e r a l  i n t e r r n e d i a t a r y  l e v e l s .  S t a r t i n g  a t  t h e  t o p  w e  have  Arete 
Chamber L e v e 1 , t h e n  Top L e v e l ,  Midd le  L e v e l ,  Grey Crag  o r  H o s p i t a l  L e v e l ,  and  Deep ' 

L e v e l .  U n t i l  v e r y  r e c e n t l y  Arete Chamber L e v e l  was t h o u g h t  t o  h a v e  b e e n  , 
j u s t  a l o c a l  i n t e r m e d i a t a r y  l e v e l  b u t  e v i d e n c e  o f  i t  h a s  been  found  i n  t h e  open 
s t o p e  on t h e  brow a b o v e  L e v e r s  Water, now c a l l e d  Brow S t o p e  f o r  c o n v e n i e n c e ,  and  
a l s o  i n  t h e  F u n n e l  (Ah, t h e  F u n n e l ,  I ' l l  t e l l  you what  t h a t  is i n  a c o u p l e  o f  s e c s ) .  
N e i t h e r  Arete Chamber L e v e l ,  which is v e r y  a n c i e n t ,  n o r  t h e  E l i z a b e t h a n  work ings  
a r o u n d  and  above  i t ,  are d e p i c t e d  on t h e  p l a n .  Top L e v e l  is e x t r e m e l y  e x t e n s i v e ,  
many t h o u s a n d s  of  f e e t  o f  p a s s a g e s  which are shown on t h e  p l a n  have  s o  f a r  evaded 
d i s c o v e r y ;  i t ' s  n o t  t h a t  w e  d o n ' t  know where t o  l o o k ,  w e  d o ;  t h e  Top L e v e l  E x t e n s i o n  
l i es  b e h i n d  a d e v a s t a t i n g  c o l l a p s e  on t h e  main h a u l a g e  r o a d  and o u r  e n e r g i e s  o f  l a t e  
have  been  c o n c e n t r a t e d  on t r y i n g  t o  by-pass t h i s  c o l l a p s e  v i a  t h e  s t o p e s .  We found 
no s i g n  o f  Top L e v e l  down Brow S t o p e ,  j u s t  a c o u p l e  o f  t i m b e r  p l a t f o r m s  and some 
f a l s e  f l o o r s ;  w e  assumed t h a t  r o o f  f a l l s  had swep t  t h e  l e v e l  away. I n  t h e  Windy 
S t o p e  t h e r e  was no e v i d e n c e  e i t h e r ,  n o t  e v e n  a s p l i n t e r  o f  wood n e v e r  mind a f a l s e  
f l o o r ,  b u t  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  p l a n  Top L e v e l  r a n  t h r o u g h  i t .  Roof f a l l s  a g a i n  p e r h a p s ?  
.... b u t  n o ,  t h e  s t o p e  was c l e a n  and  t h e  r o o f ,  i n  p l a c e s ,  q u i t e  s o l i d ;  Top L e v e l  h a s  
been s t r i p p e d ,  removed by t h e  m i n e r s ,  t i m b e r s  and  ra i l s  s p i r i t e d  away t o  secret 
p l a c e s .  Midd le  L e v e l ,  which  was q u i t e  e x t e n s i v e ,  h a s  been  s e v e r l y  b u t c h e r e d .  Huge 
b l o c k s ,  t e n s  o f  f e e t  a c r o s s ,  have  c o l l a p s e d  i n  on i t ,  smashed t h r o u g h  i t ,  f a l l e n  
o u t  o f  i t ,  f l a t t e n e d  i t ,  and  d a n g l e  o v e r  i t .  Grey Crag  L e v e l ,  by compar i son ,  is  i n  
r e a s o n a b l e  r e p a i r  and  c a n  be  t r a v e r s e d  f o r  a l m o s t  i ts  e n t i r e  l e n g t h .  T h e r e  are 
several b a d l y  s h a t t e r e d  r e g i o n s ,  some q u i t e  h a i r y ,  t h e s e  b e i n g  c o n f i n e d  t o  areas 
o f  s t o p e d  ground.  Deep L e v e l  is  b a d l y  c r u s h e d  a t  Paddy End and no r o u t e  a l o n g  i t  
h a s  been  found .  

So  t h i n g s  are n o t  q u i t e  as  s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d  as  t h e y  f i r s t  a p p e a r .  Now 
l e t  u s  c o n s i d e r  t h e  f i r s t  and  t h e  s e c o n d  p o i n t s  c o g e t h e r .  S e v e r a l  hundred  fee t  n o r t h  
o f  t h e  c o l l a p s e d  e n t r a n c e  o f  Top L e v e l  (Top L e v e l  i s  e n t e r e d  n o t  t h r o u g h  t h e  a d i t  
b u t  f rom a b o v e ,  down t h e  s t o p e s )  is  a c r o s s - c u t  r u n n i n g  west. T h i s  c r o s s - c u t  is ,  
a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  p l a n ,  i t s e l f  i n t e r s e c t e d  by two v e i n s  a l o n g  which Top L e v e l  h a s  -. 
been d r i v e n .  S o  much f o r  t h e  p l a n .  I n  r e a l i t y  t h e  c r o s s - c u t  h a s  been  i n t e r s e c t e d  by 
no  less t h a n  FIVE v e i n s ,  a l l  o f  which  h a v e  been  s t o p e d  away. It i s  p r a c t i c a l l y  
i m p o s s i b l e  t o  relate t h e s e  f i v e  s t o p e s ,  and  t h e i r  l e v e l s ,  t o  a n y t h i n g  d e p i c t e d  on . 
t h e  p l a n ;  t h e  Through T r i p  S t o p e  b e a r s  a vague  r e s e m b l e n c e  t o  t h e  most  n o r t h e r l y  
l e v e l ,  and  t h e  o t h e r ,  drawn as a s t r a i g h t  l i n e ,  is  e i t h e r  Windy S t o p e  o r  Lake S t o p e .  
T h i n g s  c o u l d  be  s p i c e d  up now i f  t h e  names o f  t h e  v e i n s  were t o  be i n t r o d u c e d ;  t h i s  
i s  even  more c o n f u s i n g  t h a n  t h e  s t o p e s  and  l e v e l s .  Accord ing  t o  t h e  p l a n  t h e  most  
l i k e l y  name f o r  t h e  v e i n  which  r u n s  t h r o u g h  t h e  Windy S t o p e  i s  New S o u t h  Ve in ,  b u t  
t h e  o t h e r  Windy S t o p e ,  t h e  o n e  t h a t  a b u t s  o n t o  t h e  Pudd ing  S t o n e  L e v e l  is  on t h e  
S o u t h  Vein.  T h i s  would s u g g e s t  t h a t  t h e  two are n o t  c o n t i g u o u s  b u t  o u r  e v i d e n c e  
s u g g e s t s  o t h e r w i s e .  P e r h a p s  S o u t h  Vein  s p l i t s  as  it r u n s  n o r t h ,  t h e  l e f t  hand b r a n c h ,  
New S o u t h  Ve in ,  r u n n i n g  t h r o u g h  b o t h  o f  t h e  Windy S t o p e s ,  t h e  o t h e r  t o  Lake S t o p e .  
T h a t  is j u s t  a t h e o r y .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I ' l l  b o t h e r  w i t h  t h e  o t h e r  v e i n s .  



By now you may h a v e  a n  i d e a  o f  what  we're u p  a g a i n s t  ( t h o s e  o f  you s t i l l  
r e a d i n g  t h i s  a r t i c l e ,  t h a t  i s ) .  T h i n g s  t h a t  s h o u l d  n o t  e x i s t  down Paddy End are 
p r e s e n t  i n  t h e i r  d o z e n s ,  c o m p l e t e  l e v e l s  h a v e  d i s a p p e a r e d  w i t h o u t  trace, s t o p e s  
a n d  t u n n e l s  have  c o l l a p s e d ,  huge  p i l e s  o f  d e a d s ,  and  t h e r e  must  b e  t h o u s a n d s  o f  
t o n s ,  h a v e  s u b s i d e d  a n d  added  t o  t h e  c o n f u s i o n  ( d e a d s  - waste r o c k  s t a c k e d  under-  
g round  t o  s a v e  b e i n g  c a r t e d  o u t ) .  A l l  t h i s  h a v o c  is  s p r e a d  o v e r  a v e r t i c a l  d i s t a n c e  
of 750ft and on half a dozen ident ica l  veins which run para l l e l ,  and i n  ciose prox- 
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o t i o n  o f  w i n n i n g  
i n t o  t h e  Top L e v e l  E x t e n s i o n ,  t h e  e l u s i v e  l o s t  t u n n e l  which  w i n d s  t h r o u g h  t h e  ram- 
i f i c a t i o n s  o f  Paddy End a n d  v e e r s  o f f  u n d e r  Brim F e l l .  E n t h u s i a s m  was r o u s e d  when 
on Boxing  Day 1982  a CAT work p a r t y  dug  t h r o u g h  a c o l l a p s e  on t h e  Top L e v e l  c r o s s -  
c u t  a n d  d i s c o v e r e d  6 3 3 f t  o f  p a s s a g e s  and  s e v e r a l  more s t o p e s .  One o f  t h e s e  s t o p e s  
was d r i v e n  o n  t h e  Belman H o l e  V e i n ,  e a s i l y  i d e n t i f i a b l e  b e c a u s e  o f  i ts  d i s t i n c t  
a n g l e  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  o t h e r  v e i n s ,  b u t  t h e  r e m a i n i n g  s t o p e s ,  and  q u i t e  a d e c e n t  
l e n g t h  o f  t h e  6 3 3 f t  o f  t u n n e l s ,  do  n o t  e x i s t  o n  t h e  p l a n .  The r o u t e  o n  i n t o  Brim 
F e l l  is b l o c k e d  by a  t r e m e n d o u s  c o l l a p s e ,  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  which r e n d e r s  i t  e x c e e d i n g l y  
d a n g e r o u s  t o  d i g .  

And s o ,  t h i s  summer, t h i n g s  r e m a i n e d  much t h e  same on Top L e v e l  a s  t h e y  
d i d  a f t e r  t h a t  Boxing Day meet. I f  w e  w e r e  t o  win i n t o  t h e  E x t e n s i o n  t h e n  t h e  b u l l  
would h a v e  t o  b e  t a k e n  by t h e  h o r n s .  We had  t h r e e  c h b n c e s  o f  s u c c e s s ,  t h e  f i r s t  was 
t o  f i n d  a c o n n e c t i o n  down t h e  Brow S t o p e  which would by-pass  t h e  c o l l a p s e ,  t h e  
s e c o n d  was t o  d i g  t h r o u g h  t h e  c o l l a p s e ,  b u t  t h i s  was a l a s t  r e s o r t ,  t h e  t h i r d  was 
t o  f i n d  a c o n r i e c t i o n  down t h e  F u n n e l  (Ah, t h e  F u n n e l ,  j u s t  b e a r  w i t h  me f o r  a w h i l e  
l o n g e r )  b u t  t h i s ,  as i t  h a p p e n s ,  was a l s o  a l a s t  r e s o r t .  M i t c h e l l ,  Wickenden,  Webb, 
a n d  m y s e l f ,  d e s c e n d e d  t h e  Brow S t o p e  o n  Augus t  t h e  1 9 t h  1984  b u t  d rew a b l a n k .  T h e r e  
was a f a l s e  f l o o r ,  j u s t  o u t  o f  r e a c h ,  which  ~ i g h t  h a v e  been a b r a n c h  o f  Top L e v e l ,  
b u t  i t  was h e a d i n g  i n  t h e  wrong d i r e c t i o n .  However,  we d i d  f i n d  a b r a n c h  o f  ( w a i t  
f o r  i t )  t h e  M i d d l e  L e v e l  E x t e n s i o n ,  b u t  i t  was v e r y  s h o r t  a n d  t e r m i n a t e d  i n  a  b l i n d  
h e a d i n g .  S o  much f o r  Brow S t o p e .  Now o n l y  two a v e n u e s  w e r e  open  t o  u s :  t h e  d i g  a n d  
t h e  F u n n e l .  IJe plumped f o r  t h e  F u n n e l .  

T h o s e  o f  you who h a v e  b e e n  w a l k i n g  i n  t h e  C o n i s t o n  f e l l s  and  h a v e  
v i s i t e d  L e v e r s  Water, e v e n  i f  you h a v e  o n l y  b e e n  o n c e  o r  twice, w i l l  be  a q u a i n t e d  
wi.th t h e  F u n n e l .  It i s  a n  e v i l  b l a c k  h o l e  t h a t  l u r k s  a b o v e  t h e  s o u t h e r n  b a n k s  o f  
t h e  t a r n ,  a s t e e p - s i d e d  crater o f  b o u l d e r - c l a y  which p l u n g e s  i n t o  t h e  d e p t h s  o f  t h e  
mounta in  and  f rom which  e m a n a t e  d r a u g h t s  o f  c h i l l ,  damp a i r .  Grown men s h u d d e r  when 
t h e y  b e h o l d  t h e  F u n n e l ,  m o t h e r s  c l u t c h  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  t o  t h e i r  bosoms, p a r t i e s  o f  
s c h o o l  b o y s  l o b  r o c k s  down a n d  l i s t e n  i n  s i l e n c e  as t h e  sound  o f  c r a s h i n g  s t o n e s  
g e t s  f a i n t e r . . . . . a n d  f a i n t e r . . . . . a n d  f a i n t e r .  No o n e  h a s  e v e r  e x p l o r e d  t h e  F u n n e l ,  
t h e y  h a v e  n e v e r  had  a n y  d e s i r e  t o ,  a n y  need  t o .  T h e r e  is  n o t h i n g  e n t i c i n g  a b o u t  t h e  
F u n n e l ,  i t  is  a n  h o r r e n d o u s  a n d  a m o r t i f y i n g  wound i n  t h e  f e l l  s i d e ;  and  t h a t  is  
t h e  t o p  a n d  t h e  b o t t o m  o f  i t .  



So y e s t e r d a y  morn ing ,  i n  t h e  wind and  t h e  d r i z z l e ,  we c a r r i e d  o u r  g e a r  
up t h e  rocky  r o a d  from t h e  B.N.S.C. h u t  t o  L e v e r s  Water and  s u r v e y e d  t h e  h o l e  wi th-  - 
d i r e  m i s g i v i n g s .  Nike  N i t c h e l l  r i g g e d  up t h e  f i r s t  p i t c h ,  b e l a y i n g  t h e  r o p e  t o  t h e  
' d a n g e r '  s i g n  someone had t h o u g h t f u l l y  p l a n t e d  on t h e  r i m  o f  t h e  c r a t e r .  On t h e  
way down t h e  c r a t e r  we examined a t i n y  h o l e  i n  t h e  b o u l d e r - c l a y ,  which w e  had ob- 
s e r v e d  some months p r e v i o u s l y .  We p u l l e d  t h e  c l a y  away a n d ,  b e h z ~ l d ,  t h e r e  was a 
l e v e l  r u n n i n g  o f f  t owards  t h e  t a r n  and  d r a u g h t i n g  n i c e l y .  T h e r e  was no time t o  d i g  
i n t o  i t  p r o p e r l y  s o  we l e f t  i t  f o r  a n o t h e r  day and proceeded  c a r e f u l l y  t owards  t h e  
mouth o f  t h e  Funne l .  Now a t  t h e  bo t tom of  t h e  c r a t e r  t h e  c l a y  g i v e s  way t o  bedrock  
and  plummets o v e r  a  kn i f e - edge  i n t o  a s t o p e .  We had a n t i c i p a t e d  t h a t  t h i s  edge  o f  
r o c k  might  damage o u r  S.R.T. r o p e  s o  w e  had b r o u g h t  a l o n g  t h e  u l t i m a t e  i n  r o p e  pro- 
t e c t o r s  - a  l e n g t h  o f  Mike M i t c h e l l ' s  bedroom c a r p e t  ( d e e p  c r i m s o n )  which he  had 
removed from unde r  t h e  wardrobe  e a r l y  one  morning when B a r b a r a  was o u t  s h o o t i n g  
r a b b i t s .  The c a r p e t  worked a t r e a t ,  and w e  a l l  remembered t o  wipe o u r  f e e t  b e f o r e  
s c u t t l i n g  o v e r  i t .  

About f o r t y  f e e t  down w e  a l i g h t e d  on  a  huge chock s t o n e  which had 
dropped  o u t  o f  t h e  hang ing  w a l l ,  s o  F leming  i n fo rmed  u s ,  d u r i n g  l a s t  w i n t e r ' s  
s t o r m s .  We hammered i n  a  b o l t  and  set o f f  down t h e  n e x t  p i t c h ,  which was 1 6 3 f t  deep .  
6 0 f t  down t h i s  p i t c h  w e  p o s i t i o n e d  a hang ing  b e l a y  t o  g i v e  u s  more p r o t e c t i o n ;  lOOft  
down we r a n  o u t  o f  r o p e  and  F leming  had t o  l a s h  a n o t h e r  one  on w h i l e  s t r a d d l i n g  t h e  . 
s t o p e  ( i t  was m u t u a l l y  a g r e e d  by a l l  t h o s e  who were o b l i g e d  t o  n e g o t i a t e  t h i s  k n o t  
t h a t  P e t e r  F leming  c o u l d  do  worse  t h a n  t o  i n v e s t  i n  a n  S.R.T. i n s t r u c t i o n  manual .  
The k n o t  resembled  one  o f  t h o s e  woven r o p e  f e n d e r s  t h a t  a r e  p l a c e d  o v e r  t h e  bows . 
o f  t u g  b o a t s ) .  We l a n d e d  on che  f l o o r  o f  t h e  s t o p e ,  which was p i l e d  w i t h  d e b r i s  
f rom a b o v e ,  and e x p l o r e d  i n  a  n o r t h - w e s t e r l y  d i r e c t i o n  down a  b o u l d e r  p i l e  and  i n t o  
a chamber whe re ,  2 5 f t  above  u s ,  we obse rved  a t u n n e l  e n t e r i n g  from t h e  hang ing  w a l l .  
T h e r e  were r s i i w a y  l i n e s  p r o t r u d i n g  from t h e  t u n n e l .  We are o f  t h e  u n d e r s t a n d i n g ,  
a f t e r  h a v i n g  dLscus sed  t h e  matter a t  some l e n g t h ,  t h a t  what  w e  l ooked  up a t  was a 
branch  o f  MiddLe L e v e l .  

T r a v e l l i n g  s o u t h - e z s t  f rom t h e  f o o t  o f  t h e  p i t c h  w e  found  a 6 5 f t  s h a f t  
d r o p p i n g  i n t o  a n o t h e r  s t o p e ,  a c t u a l l y  i t  w a s  a c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  t h e  e n t r a n c e  s t o p e ,  
j u s t  a n o t h e r  s t e p  down. We descended  t h i s  and  found  o u r s e l v e s  i n  a n  area o f  b a d l y  
s h a t t e r e d  ground .  We were p i c k i n g  o u r  way bet wee^ m a s s i v e  chock  s t o n e s  when F leming  
p roc l a imed  t h a t  h e  had been h e r e  b e f o r e :  t h i s  was ;he Wlndy S t o p e  h e  had e x p l o r e d  
from t h e  Top L e v e l  c r o s s - c u t  two summers a g o ,  and  s u r e  enough ,  4Of t  above  u s ,  we 
s p o t t e d  t h e  Green  G i n n e l  w i t h  i t s  f i n e  m a l a c h i t e  w a t e r f a l l .  W 2  were dumbfounded; 
t h i s  was t h e  l a s t  p l a c e  w e  had e x p e c t e d  t o  f i n d  o u r s e l v e s .  Then e v e r y t h i n g  began t o  
f a l l  i n t o  p l a c e  - t h e  Windy S t o p e  was s o  windy because  i t  connec t ed  d i r e c t l y  w i t h  
t h e  s u r f a c e ;  t h e r e  was a t e r r i f i c  t h rough -d raugh t  f rom t h e  Funne l  down t o  Middle  
L e v e l  and  beyond,  y e s  beyond,  f o r  we d i s c o v e r e d  a n o t h e r  s h a f t  which w e  t h i n k  d r o p s  
down t o  Grey Crag  L e v e l ,  b u t  we l e f t  t h a t  f o r  a n o t h e r  day .  

We set  o f f  back  up  t h e  6 5 f t  p i t c h ,  o u r  minds m u l l i n g  o v e r  o u r  d i s c o v e r -  
i e s ,  a n d  d i s a p p o i n t e d  a t  n o t  w inn ing  i n t o  t h e  Top L e v e l  E x t e n s i o n .  On t h e  way up  
t h e  1 6 3 f t  p i t c h  t h e r e  was a moment o f  e x c i t e m e n t  when a m e m D e r  n o t i c e d  a t u n n e l ,  
on  t h e  Top L e v e l  h o r i z o n ,  e n t e r i n g  t h e  s t o p e  a b o u t  3 0 f t  t o  h i s  r i g h t .  Could t h i s  be 
t h e  E x t e n s i o n ?  No, i t  w a s  Orange  Box C o r n e r ;  a p p r o a c h i n g  i t  from t h i s  o b s c u r e  a n g l e  
i t  had l ooked  w i l d l y  e n t i c i n g . - k v e l  w i t h  t h e  hang ing  b e l a y  Wickenden obse rved  ano th -  
er t u n n e l  r u n n i n g  i n t o  t h e  s i d e  o f  t h e  s t o ? e .  We t h i n k  t h i s  was Arete Chamber L e v e l .  
T h i s  w a s  a l s o  j u s t  o u t  o f  r e a c h  ..... s o  w e  l e f t  i t  f o r  a n o t h e r  day .  

We c l imbed  t o  g r a s s  a t  8:30pm a f t e r  a b o u t  nine-and-a-half  h o u r s  under-  
g round .  It had s t o p p p e d  r a i n i n g ,  n i g h t  was f a l l i n g  f a s t ,  w e  f i n i s h e d  Dennis  Webb's 
lemonade and  made f o r  t h e  Crown. = .  

So t h e  Funne l  h a s  been bo t tomed,  t h a n k  God. Now w e  c a n  f o r g e t  a b o u t  it * 
f o r  a w h i l e .  The e l u s i v e  Top L e v e l  E x t e n s i o n  seems t o  be  f u r t h e r  away t h a n  e v e r ,  
p e r h a p s  w e ' l l  n e v e r  b r e a k  i n t o  i t ,  b u t  i t  g i v e s  u s  some th ing  t o  s t r i v e  f o r ;  one  d a y ,  
who knows, we migh t  s t u m b l e  a c r o s s  it when we're least  e x p e c t i n g  t o ,  t h a t  seems t o  
be  t h e  way o f  t h i n g s  a t  C o n i s t o n .  And w h a t ' s  t h e  n e x t  s t e p ?  ..... Lake S t o p e  f o r  w e  

have  n e v e r  been  t o  t h e  bo t tom o f  i t .  T h e r e  won ' t  be  a n y t h i n g  t h e r e ,  n o t  on t h e  Top 
L e v e l  h o r i z o n  anyway. No, t h e  o n l y  s u r e  way o f  w inn ing  i n t o  t h e  E x t e n s i o n  i s  t o  d i g  
t h r o u g h  t h e  c o l l a p s e  on t h e  main h a u l a g e  r o a d ,  o f  t h a t  I am q u i t e  s u r e .  But  I c o u l d  
be  proved  wrong. ........................... i t  wou ldn ' t  be  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e .  



- S y z b ~ l s  f o r  use  with p lans  f o r  aba~doned  metal n ines  i n  CAT n u b l i c a t i o n s ,  a s  supeeatcd 

by '; .A.::.h.G. Use Grdnarice Survey syl,~bols f o r  suriace f e a t u r e s .  Please use t::ese i f  . -  
yau in tend  sending p l aqs  i n  t o  the  Journa l .  

0 0 Depth and naTe i f  hown 
i n f o m t i o n  on i t s  use. Shaft (at s u r f i c e ) .  

shape 'd-winding , P-pumping , X-manway , 
V-vent i la t ion Sh, If dual-role  
then uae proilp o f  symbols. T i ~ f t  F i l l e t .  

Tunnel L+inine 

- Timber S e t s  
Y 

Winze ( ~ z ) o r  Sunp (S)- p l u s  
depth  and naae i f  kqovn. 

Riee - 2 l u s  h e i c h t  and name 
i f  known, ? z i s e  

Tau1 t 

- ~ o u n d a r y  o f  F ine  

S a c k f i l l e d  Level 

Fau l t  i n d i c a t e d  by s o l i d  l i n e .  
Di rec t ion  and v e r t i c a l  d i sp l ace  , 

ment,in metres  on Downthrow. - Part . . . .  - 
aoof f a l l  - C m p l c t e  

Reof f a l l  - P a r t i a l  Black area d e p i c t s  water. 

C o r ~  t inues llnsurveyed i: *::!; 

Lmtinueo  Unexplored +. ..... - . ..:? ~ a s / ~ l o o d e d e t c .  

Level shown i n  met res  

= '  3umey S t a t i o n  

SE::TI 3;;s - - 

Proveri i n  s o l i d  

Unproven i n  broken 

L F r i t  of  Stope 



- .  
Soof supported on e t e ~ l e s .  

.. ~ u m i n g  from f a r  s i d e  of s e c t i o n  away f r c ~  
viewer. 

d R a n i n 6  from nea r  s i d e  of s e c t i o n  towards 
viewer.  

C m s s c u t  Driven both ways. 

S e c t i o n  marker on p l an  Used t o  d e p i c t  s e c t i o n  ( s e e  e x a ~ ~ l e )  

Water Shown as b l ack  i n f i l l  i n  l eve l ,  ho l e  

1 an6 s h a f t  (~ari as water )  

-F rr BERSON M INE ,m,,,,,,,,,, Sccmorl I 



Notee on Drawing Surveys. 

Grading. 

Grade 1. A rough sketch of low accuracy drawn frorn memory. 

Grade 11. A rough magnetic survey with d is tances  t o  within 50 cm. (hor izonta l  and 

v e r t i c a l )  and t o  within 2$O. A clinometer must be u a e d ~ i n  passage8 witn 

an appreciable slope. 
0 Crade 111. An accurate  magnetic survey t o  10 cn. and l . 

Grade TV. A survey based on the  use of a theodol i te  ins tead  of a compass. 

Scale. 

This can be any convenieqt s ca l e ,  preferably  metric. Horizontal and v e r t i c a l  can be 

d i f f e ren t .  

%its Again! 

Some weeks ago Mike Xi t che l l  and myself (~h r i s    ones) obtained a permit t o  v i s i t  the 

Scordale Xines near  Apoleby on a mission f o r  the N.C.C. t o  survey f o r  bats. The 

va l l ey  has been badly knocked around and i t  ia  very d i f f i c u l t  t o  f i n d  anything on 

the surface. Underground t'ne a to ry  is l i t t l e  b e t t e r ,  they ars i n  a sor ry  s t a t e  due 

t o  mineral c o l l e c t o r s  who have l e f t  rubbieh everywhere but worse tbum t h i s  have pul led 

down pack w a l l s  and s tored  deada t o  leave a p ic tu re  of des t ruc t ion .  This has l e f t  

?any of the  mines i n  a dangerous s t a t e .  However it  appears t h a t  our f n r r y  f r i ends  

had been r e s iden t  i n  one of the  mines, probably h iberna t ing  there  judging by the  

droppings. I n  another  area we found a l i v i n g  specimen and on a l a t e r  t r i p  I i d e n t i f i e d  

t h i s  as a r a r e  Daubenltons ba t .  The m i l i t a r y  have agreed t o  put  ba t  ga t e s  05 both of 

these loea,$ions which hopeful ly w i l l  prevent dis turbance and a l s o  s top  f u t u r e  destruc- 

t ion .  Last  time I was up the re  I found a couple of c o l l e c t o r s  a t  work jmt with torches 

and no pro tec t ive  headgear! 

Later  on we v i s i t e d  some bhrytee mines r i g h t  up on the Zscarprnent which again have 

been badly knocked about,  t h i s  time from the m i l i t a r y ,  who seem t o  have pounded the  

area with blank 80 m s h e l l s  which are sca t t e red  i n  profusion everywhere. Not only 

t;wt but there  were a l l  s o r t s  of  s t range  metal ob jec t s  around but  I couldn ' t  persuade 

Mike t o  pick them up. The mines themselves cons i s t  of aeveral  deep sha f t s ,  some with 

the twieted metal remains of headframes which p ierce  three  p a r a l l e l  vein8 and a l s o  a 

few ad i t e .  I hope t o  have a f u l l e r  account i n  the next journal.  

Only one word of advice i f  you fancy v i s i t i n g  these  mines - don't .  F i r s t l y  you do need 

a pass from the  range o f f i e e r  t o  avoid g e t t i n g  ca r r i ed  away by the m i l i t a r y  pol ice  and 

secondly you need to  pick a day when the re  i a  no f i r i n g  i n  progress. The a r e a  is not 

only used f o r  heavy a r t i l l e r y  p rac t i ce  but a l s o  f o r  small-arms t r a i n i n g  and troop 

manoeuvre8 of ten  with l i v e  a m n i t i o n .  



BLACK LIST SLACK LIST 5UCK LIST  LACK LIST ELACK LIST BLACK LIST SLACK LIST BLACK . . 
Members who have  l e d  seets s i n c e  J a n u a r y  1983 and have  n o t  s u b m i t t e d  

a n  a c c o u n t  t o  t h e  Keets S e c r e t a r y  f o r  i n c l u s i o n  i n  t h e  Log Book are: 

E r i c  Hol land  
Alan Westall 
P e t e r  Fleming 
>l ike M i t c h e l l  
C h r i s  J o n e s  
Geof Cram 
Dave B l u n d e l l  
Nark Wickenden 
P la r t i n  Maher 
Ewzn Caneron 

"A meet l e e d e r  s h o u l d  comple t e  a f u l l ,  b u t  n o t  n e c e s a r i l y  l o n g  r e p o r t  
o f  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  and ach ievemen t s  a t  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  o f  t h e  meet. The r e p o r t  s h o u l d .  
b e  headed by t h e  l o c a t i o n / n i n e  s i t e ,  d a t e ,  and l e a d e r ' s  name. The i n f o r m a t i o n  
s h o u l d  c o n t a i n  d e t a i l s  o f  any  new areas e n t e r e d  by " f o r c e d  e x p l o r a t i o n ' '  i .e.  d i g g i n g ,  
c l i n ib ing ,  o r  d e s c e n d i n g ;  whether  any  s u r v e y i n g  o r  photography was done and  by whom;. 
A r e c o r d  s h o u l d  b e  made o f  any  a r t i f z c t s  and i f  removed r e c o r d  who d i d  s o .  An in-  
d i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  number o f  menbers  and  g u e s t s  a t t e n d i n g  s h o u l d  a l s o  b e  given. ' '  

The Log Book is a v a i l a b l e  f o r  r e f e r e n c e  t o  a l l  members. 

ALPINE SLIDE EVENING 

P e t e r  Fleming w i l l  be  showing h i s  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  A lp ine  s l i d e s ,  t a k e n  
o v e r  many y e c r s  on h i s  numerous c l i m b i n g  h o l i d a y s  i n  t h e  A lps ,  a t  t h e  Red L i o n ,  
Dalton-in-Furness,  on  Wednesday t h e  1 4 t h  o f  November a t a 8 p n .  The re  w i l l  be a small 
c h a r g e ;  c11 proceeds  w i l l  go t o  c l u b  funds .  

The i n v i t e t i o n  is open t o  non-members. 

A.G.MI and DINNER 

The Annual G e n e r a l  E e e t i n g  and C h r i s t m a s  Dinner  w i l l  be  h e l d  a t  t h e  
Fa rmer s '  Arm, Lowick, on  S a t u r d a y  t h e  8 t h  o f  December. T h i s  y e a r ' s  g u e s t  s p e a k e r  
w i l l  be John  Wyat t ,  Ch ie f  N a t i o n a l  P a r k  Ranger,  and  a u t h o r .  

The Dinne r  is,  w i t h o u t  f a i l ,  a good do. New members - p l e a s e  d o n ' t  be 
p u t  o f f ,  t h i s  e v e n t  is f r i e n d l y ,  i n f o r m a l ,  and  a good chance  t o  meet o t h e r  nembers 
and  o f f i c e r s .  

A l l  menbers  w i l l  r e c e i v e  menus and  booking s l i p s  f rom Maureen S t o n e  
n e a r e r  t h e  e v e n t .  

ELECTION OF OFFICERS - The e l e c t i o n s  w i l l  b e  h e l d  a t  t h e  A.G.M. i m -  
e d i a t e b y  p r i o r  t o  t h e  d i n n e r .  P r o p o s z l s  and n o n i n a t i o n s  t o  t h e  Chairman, a t  t h e  
A.G.M. 

P o s t s  i n c l u d e :  Chairman 
S e c r e t a r y  
T r e a s u r e r  and  Membership S e c r e t a r y  

' S  v 
Meets S e c r e t a r y  
T a c k l e  Master 
J o u r n a l  E d i t o r  
Newsletter E d i t o r s  
5 Committee Members 



C.O.Y.R.U. is ,KO! 

Mike Mitchel l s  baby has been sucess fu l ly  de l ivered  a f t e r  a long  and d i f f i c i ~ l t  confine- 

ment. It is t o  be ca l l ed  C.O.3.R.U. (Cmbrian Ore >lines Xescue u n i t ) .  Despite h i s  

incredib ly  advanced years  t'ne f a t h e r  is  sa id  t o  be doing well. 

The f i r s t  rescue p rac t i ce  of t h i s  season  too^ place r ecen t ly  i n  one of the nuneroua 

disused slate qua r r i e s  t h a t  abound i n  the Y&nbere val ley.  Five members of the team 

were present ,  ?like, Cordon, C h r i s ,  Alen and Mike ( ~ a h e r ) .  This  waa combined with a 

p rac t i ce  of the  Kendal Xountain Rescue Team and the  f i r s t  ha l f  of the  day wae spent 

with then searching f o r ,  and recovering a casual ty  froxl t he  r idge  above Raineborrow 

Cove. Thei r  e f f o r t s  xere p a r t l y  hampered by the  poor rad io  communizations which they 

possessed and down at  the base the  search procedure w a s  punctuated by severa l  feeble 

c r i e s  on the  r ad io  f o r  the a t h e r  ha l f  of t he  team t o  t a l k  t o  them. Despite t h i s  the 

recovery was accompliehedin good time. 

I n  the  afternoon Mike  i itch ell) had devised a p a r t i c u l a r l y  f i end i sh  rescue f o r  u s  

t o  perform. The scenario is t h a t  a f o o l i s h  fell-walker (makes a c'nange from v i r g i n s  

I suFpose) has coine down o f f  the  mountain i n  the  c l a g  and ha8 f a l l e n  over the  edge of 

the  quarry and down a s h a f t ,  a f a l l  of about 80 f t .  onto a p i l e  of waste rock,&nd has 

miraculously f a i l e d  t o  k i l l  himself.  The idea  i s  t o  lower a s t r e t c h e r  down from the  

toy and haul him out.  Sounds simple, eh? Well i t  probably would be but  f o r  the lack of 

s u i t a b l e  belays,  but  they f i n a l l y  s e t t l e d  f o r  twelve pound  anchors and ar very 

r o t t e n  rowan t r e e .  To these  extremely dubious belaye were joined the  ropes, s u f f i c e  

t o  say these  were used with the usual  Xike Mitchel l  eye f o r  s a f e t y  and needed an H.N.C. 

i n  advanced crochet work t o  s o r t  out.  

F i r s t  man dom w a s  C h r i s  who loca ted  the  casua l ty  and ca l l ed  f o r  a s t r e t che r .  This  w a s  .- 
duly de l ivered  by Alen who Mike had wisely decided t o  renove from the head of the  p i t c h  

f o r  reasons which I dare  not  repeat .  The s t r e t c h e r  w a s  a 'Be l l ' ,  exce l len t  f o r  mountain 

rescue but  as w a s  l a t e r  found not  eo good underground. The casual ty  was Pete,  a member 

of t he  Northumbrian M.3.T. who viewed with g r e a t  aus?icion h i s  two yellow-clad rescuers  

who were busy s t rapping  him i n t o  a s t r e t c h e r  which n e i t h e r  had used before and who were 

making f u s e f u l l  comments l i k e  " i f  he s l i p s  out  it'll be j u s t  l i k e  a b u r i a l  a t  seaf1. 

Despite Pete  at tempting seve ra l  breaks f o r  freedom the two rescuers  soon had him 

straoped down. The plan wae t h a t  Aien w .uld pruesik up a rope r ~ n n i n g  over a pul ley  

a t  the  to? t o  grovide a counterueight wh i l s t  C h r i s  would a c t  a s  'Barrow Boy1 and 

guide theos t re tcher  up the g i tch .  The haul ing team at the  top had been a u e e n t e d  by 

severa l  Sendal team rnenbers. And so  the  s t r e t c n e r  and Chr is  s e t  of f  up the face. 

Unfortlmately Alen ms unable t o  keep up with the  b r i sk  r a t e  of ascent  of the s t r e t c h e r  

and the air became ~ u n c t u a t e d  with grunts ,  shouts ,  cursea and groans from below, a l l  

a ruse no doubt t o  impress h i s  son wno had a r r ived  above. The s l i g h t l y  s tacca to  progresb 

of the  s t r e t c h e r  had by t h i s  time got  its contents  sweating and blubbering about urgent 

appointments elsewhere and C h r i e l s  attempt6 t o  a l l a y  h i s  f e a r s  w i t h  t a l e s  of unsucessful - r 



1 C 

r e s c u e s  ne had seen seeaed t o  nave no e f f e c t .  So tr.e l i f t i ? ?  continsled a ~ a c e  and t h e  

s t r e t c h e r  s lowly ascenned t o  t h e  p i t c h  head. Thankful ly  by t h i s  t i ~ e  Alens g i b b e r i n c s  

had d i e d  away. i i t h  a niTn'ni;~ f i n a l  neave t h e  s t r e t c . , e r  w a s  puileci c v e r  t n e  toil ar?a 

t h i s  was c l o s e l y  followed by C h r i s  wnose v . ) i ce  had r i s e n  s e v e r a l  o c t a v e s  d.;e t o  h i s  

f in ,ers  be ing  t racped  jetwoe9 tr!e r9pe  and t n e  rock face .  ;ir,en tile tea.n at teniptea t o  

g e t  P e t e  o u t  o l  t h e  s t r e t c n e r  tiiey d i scovered  tnat Aien and ~ C h r i s  nad :ouna a ~ e w  wa,y 

t o  s t r a p  him i n  and t n e y  were lmaole  t 3  r e l e a s e  h l ?  wi thoxt  a c ~ e a t  d e a l  o f  c l l r s ing  

and s t r u g g l i n g .  

Desoi te  t h e  see'iiing kuxo? : ro~s  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  p r z c t i c e  i t  brorlg'nt ho:ne t h e  e n o r n i t y  

of having t o  rescue  someme f r o 3  a d i f f i c u l t  mine. 'This was a , ~ o o d  open x i n e  w i t h  l o t s  

of roon t o  work i n  but  iva j i -?e  t r y i n z  t o  b r i g 3  soneor,e U? t n e  7L0 f 'eet  o f  ve ry  shaky 

e o ~ s t r i c t e d  pasezzeway iri Greenside o r  t h r a y l ~ n  t n e  +. icht  squeezes  and d u c < s  i n  

T i l b e r t h w a i t e  Tine .  ? h i s  rni,gnk be an  a l ~ o s t  i q p o s s i b l e  t a s k  bu t  i t  nay be t h e  m f o r t u n a t e *  

v i c t i m s  on ly  hoge. Y i t h  t h e  i n c r e ~ s e d  use  o f  d i s u s e d  n i n e s  as a l e i s s r e  f a c i l i t y  i t  
. - 

is h i s h l y  l i k e l y  t h a t  t h e  un th inkab le  n i g h t  hapgen and i t  i s  then t n a t  C.O.X.R.U. 

may be an  inva luab le  l i f e l i n e .  v 

A r t i c l e s  a r e  s t i l l  r e q u i r e d  f o r  i f ic lus ion i n  tine n e x t  j o u r n a l  and a l s o  I would be 

? leased  t o  s e e  any p r i n t s  o r  t r a n s p a r e n ~ i e s  of s u i t a b l e  q u a l i t y  f o r  t h e  f r o n t  c v r e r ,  , 

so  hunt  tnrough your c o l l e c t i o n .  C 3 J .  

S t i l l  on t h e  s u b j e c t  of t h e  j a u m a i ,  242 ' s  f a z e  is  spread ing .  I i a v e  r e c e n t l y  had 

word f ro?  t h e  c o l o n i e s  t h a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  of Saskatchewen wisnes  t o  subscr ibe .  

Zow d i d  t -ey g e t  t o  'mow? 

Three le5qed 9ope Technique ? 

3 e  ',Inher cous ins  have r e c e n t l y  r e t u n e d  from 9. ' f a c t - f i n d i n g  t , u r t o f  t h e  mines and 

pu5s of t n e  I s l e  of [.:an wi+h woundr?ns t a l e s  o f  bottc:rlless chasas ,  rnachiqery beyond 

t : ~  Sol~nds of i n a g i n a t i o n . .  .wel l  myway, i t  m ~ s t  be good because t n e ' r e  q 1 a q n i . l ~  a 

r e t u r n  t r i p .  Zould t h i s  be t h e  s t a r t  of a n o t h e r  cZ4T o v e r s e a s  t o s r  3o~e t im.e  i n  t h e  F ~ t i l r e ?  

- b ~ r e n t l y  t h e  l o c a l  S.?.?.  eth hods l e a v e  so;?ething t o  be riesired.  

I an  loor.i?a f o r  a con;. a f  7ne L e o l o ~ i c a l  j l lrveys "Specia l  ? e ? o r t s  t.ie ' ~ [ j n e m l  

='esources of G.3. Vol. 17. The Lead, Zinc ,  Zopger arid : J i ~ - ~ a l  Gres of  <co t land .  

by S.:JeT:lilsoq. (1321) t o  coinplete so3e work. I f  anyone kas  a. copy could  t'ney k-ive .ile 3 .  

a b e l l .  2 n r i s  ~one5!0224)630?2. 

t e w s i e i t c r .  

Anyone wish inc  t o  c o n t r i b l ~ t e  t ; ~  t'ne n e x t  c;py of t h i s  n e w s l e t t e r  w i t ?  a:?;r s n o r t  

a r t i c l e s ,  b i t s  o f  in fo rmat ion ,  z ~ s s i p ,  e i c .  s h z u l a  k;es them t o  e i t h e r  Alen KcF2dzea.l 

o r  '>hr is  J o n e ~ .  The n e x t  i s s u e  w i l l  p robably  be a C h r i s t ~ n a s  S_?ec ia l  s o  anytinin; f e s t i v e  

wo:lld be welcor~e. 



By gum, it 's good t o  g e t  home aga in .  Two late n i g h t s  up a t  A s h f e l l  Farm, 
l o n g  t r e k s  beneath t h e  g rouse  moors of  Swaledale,  and Anne Danson's farmhouse 
r e c i p e  vindaloo c u r r y  have knocked t h e  s t u f f i n g  o u t  of  me......not t o  mention tree- 
l e v e l l i n g  gales blowing o n e ' s  f l a t  c a p  i n t o  t h e  nex t  v a l l e y ,  C h r i s  Jones '  death-wish 
d r i v i n g ,  and c o n s t a n t  e f f o r t s  t o  r e p e l  t h e  amorous advances o f  Ken B a t t e r s b y ' s  dog 
whi le  locked i n  t h e  back of a Ford F i e s t a  w i t h  t h e  f i l t h y  beas t  ( t h e  dog, n o t  Ken). 
It w i l l  be a r e l i e f  t o  g e t  back t o  t h e  q u a r r y  i n  t h e  morning and smash some rocks .  
S t i l l ,  c a n ' t  complain,  one has t o  s u f f e r  h a r d s h i p  when one is a s e n i o r  j o u r n a l i s t  
on a c rusad ing  news-sheet, g o t  t o  be up t h e  f r o n t  braving t h e  e lements  wi th  pen and 
waterproof paper.  

It seems a long  t i m e  s i n c e  May, which is where I l e f t  o f f  i n  t h e  las t  
review. So many t h i n g s  have happened s i n c e  t h e n ,  what w i t h  h o l i d a y s  and one t h i n g  
and a n o t h e r ,  t h a t  t h e  menta l  s t i m u l u s  r e q u i r e d  t o  summon memories of  t h o s e  summer 
meets is s a d l y  l ack ing .  But I ' l l  endevour t o  do my b e s t .  

On wi th  t h e  show. * * * * * * 
27th  of  May .......... 'Who is t h a t  funny man wi th  t h e  r e d  face?"  s a i d  

CAT members t o  each o t h e r  as they  f loundered  about  i n  Warton Crag Mine. "A funny 
man," s a i d  I ,  "With a red face?". "Yes," t h e y  r e p l i e d ,  "A r e d  f a c e ,  a Tyrolean hat ,  
a r a t h e r  lumpy herdwick swea te r ,  brown moleskin t r o u s e r s ,  and a whi te  fore ign- looking 
van t h a t  cou ld  do w i t h  a wash.". "Dunno ,l1 s a i d  I, "Perhaps h e ' s  t h e  land-owner. ". 
"Don't t h i n k  so , "  s a i d  t h e y ,  ". . . t h ink  h e ' s  one of us.". "Can't be," s a i d  I, " t h e r e ' s  
no one i n  t h e  c l u b  who f i t s  t h a t  d e s c r i p t i o n ,  n o t  a man w i t h  a r e d  f a c e  and a Tyrol- 
ean h a t  and a lumpy herdwick sweater. Mind you, t h e r e  used t o  be.". "There used t o  
be?" s a i d  they ,  "Pray t e l l  u s  more. ". "A long time ago,  'l s a i d  I, "when t h e  world 
was young and B r i t a n n i a r u l e d  t h e  waves, t h e r e  was indeed a man i n  t h i s  venerable  
s o c i e t y  who had a r e d  f a c e ,  a t y r o l e a n  h a t ,  and a lumpy herdwick sweater. H i s  name 
was E r i c  Holland.  But many y e a r s  ago he d i sappeared  wi thou t  trace, never  t o  be 
seen  again.". "Then who is t h a t  funny man over  t h e r e ? "  s a i d  t h e y ,  c u r i o s i t y  aroused.  
"Ah," s a i d  I, "that is j u s t  a man who l o o k s  remarkably l i k e  E r i c  Holland. But it 
c a n ' t  be t h e  real E r i c  Holland f o r  he h a s n ' t  been on a CAT meet s i n c e  1904." 

And s o ,  on May t h e  27th ,  a whole army of members was shown through t h e  
hemat i t e  mines of  Warton Crag by a man who looked remarkably l i k e  E r i c  Holland. 
T h i s  imposter  took them i n t o  two l e v e l s ,  one of which had a n  i r o n  g a t e  on t h e  e n t r -  
ance ,  t h e  o t h e r  which was e n t e r e d  through a n a s t y  crawl. There  were no p i t c h e s ,  
e v e r y t h i n g  was easy  and h o r i z o n t a l ,  and compared t o  t h e  hemat i t e  mines of Furness ,  
t h i n g s  were r e l a t i v e l y  c l e a n .  The meet l e a d e r  s a i d  h i s  name was E r i c  Holland,  t h e  
l y i n g  toad .  I j u s t  hope t h e  real E r i c  d o e s n ' t  g e t  hold  of  him 'cause  blood w i l l  
f l y  then! 

Towards t h e  end of  June  w e  had a weekend up a t  Nenthead. On t h e  Saturday 
P e t e r  Fleming l e d  a p a r t y  i n t o  Smallcleugh Mine t o  look  f o r  some new workings i n  
t h e  v i s c i n i t y  of t h e  Ballroom f l a t s .  No new ground was covered.  T h i s  is t h e  second 
t i m e  Fleming h a s  l e d  a p a r t y  i n t o  t h i s  area o f  t h e  mine i n  s e a r c h  of  new t e r r i t o r y .  
L e t ' s  hope t h a t  n e x t  time he  g e t s  it r i g h t .  

On Sunday members were t r e a t e d  t o  t h e  d e l i g h t f u l  Smallcleugh-to-Rampgill 
through t r i p ,  ano the r  of  Fleming 's  f e t i s h e s .  Mike Maher and C l a r e  Dobie n e a r l y  
came t o  g r i e f  whi le  a b s e i l i n g  down t h e  connec t ing  s h a f t .  There was s o  much mud 
c l a g g i n g  t o  t h e  rope  t h a t  t h e i r  f igure -8  descenders  were v i r t u a l l y  i n e f f e c t u a l .  
Sunday wasn ' t  C l a r e ' s  day; on t h e  way o u t  of  Rampgill s h e  t r i p p e d  and knocked t h e  
wooden g a t e  o f f  its hinges .  Her husband, Max, s a i d  it  reminded him of  one of  t h o s e  
s a f a r i  f i l m s  where you see r h i n o s  c r a s h i n g  i n t o  t h e  s i d e s  of  Land Rovers. 

A s  u s u a l  w e  s p e n t  t h e  weekend a t  C h e r r y t r e e  Cot tage  wi th  t h e  i n d e s t r u c t -  
i b l e  Helen Sher lock,  h o s t e s s ,  cook, chambermaid, and c h i e f  chucker-outer.  She 
banished Wickenden t o  t h e  veranda where he c o u l d n ' t  do sny damage ( o r  s o  s h e  
thought) .  Poor o l d  Mark bedded down w i t h  t h e  f u s h i a s  and geraniums. 



Now t h e n ,  I was s c r a t c h i n g  my head  a n d  wonder ing  what  I c o u l d  write 
a b o u t  t h e  H e l v e l l y n  Mine meet when I s u d d e n l y  remembered t h a t  my f o r e i g n  c o r r e s p o n p  . 
d e n t  had a l r e a d y  done  t h e  j o b  f o r  me. F o r e i g n  c o r r e s p o n d e n t ?  I h e a r  you a l l  g a s p  
i n c r e d u l o u s l y .  Yes, f o r e i g n  c o r r e s p o n d e n t  - Ronnie  C a l v i n  f rom C l e a t o r  Moor. Poor  
o l d  R o n n i e ' s  been made r e d u n d a n t  a f t e r  a l i f e t i m e  down t h e  p i t ,  s o  now t h a t  h e ' s  
g o t  a  b i t  o f  time o n  h i s  h a n d s  h e ' s  been  k e e p i n g  me up t o  d a t e  w i t h  g o i n g s  on a t  
Ha ig  C o l l i e r y ,  a n d  now h e ' s  come up w i t h  t h i s  meet r e v i e w .  Mind you ,  I s u p p o s e  you 
h a v e  t o  d o  s o m e t h i n g  c o n s t r u c t i v e  t o  t a k e  your  mind o f f  t h i n g s  when you l i v e  i n  
C l e a t o r  Moor. Anyway, H e l v e l l y n  H i n e  - we s p l i t  i n t o  two g r o u p s ;  t h e  ' A '  t eam went  
i n t o  No.1 L e v e l  a n d  a b b e d  down t o  No.2 L e v e l ,  t h e  e n t r a n c e  o f  which  is  c o l l a p s e d .  
The ' B '  t eam a t t e m p t e d  t o  d i g  t h r o u g h  t h e  c o l l a p s e  f r o m  t h e  o u t s i d e  a n d  e s t a b l i s h  
c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  ' A '  t eam.  Got  t h a t ?  T a k e  i t  away, Ronnie .  

Members of the C.A.T. thought they had found the (Mole) 

belonging to Norpek, but the thing in a McFadzean Wellington 

turned out to be a dead mouse accompanied by a horde of 

maggots. The rare old miners dance he performed on finding 

these, was thoroughly enjoyed by the members present. It was 

the first time they had seen the 'welly ~ance'. This is a 

grand way for future meet leaders to start the meet off. 

So, off up the fell to the Dig. Digger Danson was first to 

start digging on getting the locatlon from McFadzean. She 

was joined by farmer Blezzard and that old collier, Calvin, 

along with Ian Tyler and his buddy Dave Blundell. Ann was 

like a human mole and good progress was made. Timber and 

old rails were scrounged from the tips, and soon the hole 

had the look of a Nuclear fallout shelter. Backs bent, bums 

and heads right in the hole. Shouts of 

 r re you cloth luggedt' - but alas, no answer. 

So up the fell to the top level. Blundell and Calvin were 

l1 huffing and puffing. Way back, as usual, Calvin says its 

all that coal dust", which he finds hard to understand as he 

has only been underground for thirty three years. On 

reaching the top level - "Shall we follow the water that is 



coming " ~ e s "  shouted fanner Blezzard, "but I will have 

t o  go easy because i t s  my backf H e  had been t o l d  before not 

t o  ca r ry  such a heavy wal le t  and h i s  pockets f u l l  of rocks. 

So, we followed the  water. "This looks good" c r i ed  Ian 

Tyler. "I have found Bed Rock" - so it w a s  d ig ,  d ig ,  d ig ,  

but no l eve l  w a s  found. While Pe ter  Blezzard was g e t t i n g  

the  sun on h i s  bad back, o r  so he s a i d ,  he shouted an order 

" ~ i g  t o  your l e f t ,  it w i l l  be there". But a f t e r  a l o t  of 

muck was s h i f t e d  and knees g e t t i n g  sore ,  we were joined by 

Mike Mitchell  and a Captain Oats who, on looking at the  flow 

water, s a i d  '%ig t o  your Right1'. This gave us  f r e s h  hope 

and with Captain Oats rushing in to  t h e  Dig, he c r i e d  out "I 

have found timber t o  t h e  r i g h t .  l I 

This was l i k e  a miracle cure t o  farmer Blezzard. So, 

fo rge t t ing  about h i s  bad back, he got  i n t o  the  Dig. Short ly  

a f t e r ,  a p iece  of timber w a s  brought out. This was t en  

inches long, 1% inches wide by quar t e r  of a ha l f  inch deep. 

It was by then t h a t  t h e  well  known Meet Leader and s l a t e  

s p l i t t e r  came on the  job. "What are your digging here f o r ,  

when t h e  l eve l  i s  twenty yards t o  your Right". He got  no 

thanks f o r  these remarks, only h i n t s  of how would he l i k e  

t o  pick h i s  t e e t h  up wi th  broken f ingers ,  and d id  he l i k e  

hosp i t a l  food. 

In August we had a meet at the Back Strings, Coniston copper mines, 
to explore some of the deep stopes near Levers Water. 'Back Strings' is the name 
applied to the mineralised veins which run along the top of the crag at Paddy End 
Mine, also known as Simon's Nick a£ ter an Elizabethan miner who blew himself to 
pieces down in the workings. Two different attempts to explore new ground took 
place, members splitting 'into two groups. The first group tackled Brow Stope (I have 
dealt with this in the article entitled The Funnel) while the other, under the 



gu idence  of Peter Fleming,  c a r r i e d  o u t  some i m p o r t a n t  work i n  t h e  Through T r i p  
S topes .  The meet was ve ry  w e l l  a t t e n d e d  and most f o l k  went underground, - though s o w  . 
took  advan tage  of  t h e  weather  and went f o r  a d i p  i n  t h e  t a r n .  

On t h e  g r a s s y  r i d g e  above  Simon 's  Nick t h e r e  is a t i n y  s h a f t  which 
d r o p s  i n t o  t h e  Through T r i p  S t o p e s .  I t  had neve r  been descended b u t  we knew t h a t  
i t  dropped i n t o  Arete Chamber because  d a y l i g h t  c a n  be g l impsed  from t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  
9 0 f t  p i t c h  which g i v e s  access t o  Top Level .  The re  was a s l i g h t  chance  t h a t  between 
t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  s h a f t  and Arete Chamber t h e r e  were a n c i e n t  work ings ,  d a t i n g  back t o  
E l i z a b e t h a n  times, which had n o t  been e x p l o r e d .  Dennis  Webb a b s e i l e d  down t h e  s h a f t .  
He d i d n ' t  d i s c o v e r  any  new ground b u t  was v e r y  impres sed  w i t h  t h e  s i g h t  o f  t h e  
l i g h t s  o f  h i s  comrades (who had descended t h e  s t o p e s  by t h e  normal  r o u t e )  some in -  
c a l c u l a b l e  d i s t a n c e  below him. Dennis  d i d n ' t  have  enough rope  t o  j o i n  them So he  
was o b l i g e d  t o  r e t u r n  t h e  way he  came. T h i s ,  o f  cou r se ,was  a n  e x e r c i s e  i n  team work. 
O the r  members who t o o k  p a r t  were: C.D. and  C.H. J o n e s ,  Andy C a r t e r ,  I a n  T y l e r ,  
Dave B l u n d e l l ,  t h e  Dobies ,  Alan Westall, and Fleming.  I f  I have omi ted  anyone ,  
p l e a s e  a c c e p t  my a p o l o g i e s .  

Unper turbed  by h i s  retreat from t h e  Through T r i p  S t o p e s ,  Dennis  later 
jo ined  M i t c h e l l ,  Wickenden, and McF down Brow S tope .  Fo r  a l i t t l e  b l o k e  he h a s  a 
l o t  o f  ene rgy .  

And t h a t  b r i n g s  u s  t o  las t  weekend, t h e  8 t h  and 9 t h  o f  September ,  when 
t h e  a le  and t h e  c u r r y  f lowed f r e e  and t h e  f l a g  f l o o r s  o f  A s h f e l l  Farm echoed t o  t h e '  
sounds  o f  merr iment .  Th ings  g o t  o f f  t o  a good s t a r t  on F r i d a y  n i g h t  w i t h  P h i l  Murphy? 
from Leeds ,  a c c u s i n g  t h e  humble e d i t o r s  o f  t h i s  d i a b o l i c a l  r a g  a b o u t  w r i t i n g  s land- '  
e r o u s  r emarks  a b o u t  him i n  a p r e v i o u s  Meets Review. It seems I h i n t e d  t h a t  he  was 
o v e r - c a r e f u l  w i t h  h i s  money, and  t h a t  h e  had neve r  a c t u a l l y  been s e e n  t o  spend any.  
Well j u s t  t o  p u t  t h e  r e c o r d  s t r a i g h t ,  t h a t  n i g h t  i n  t h e  F a t  Lamb (a  pub on  t h e  moors 
somewhere between Whitehaven and  Whi tby) ,  he  p u t  h i s  hand i n  h i s  pocket  and bought  
a round.  A n o b l e  j e s t u r e .  Next time though,  P h i l ,  I ' l l  have  a p i n t .  I d i d n ' t  realise 
t h e y  s t i l l  s o l d  b e e r  i n  g i l l s .  

On S a t u r d a y  a b o u t  a dozen  peop le  t u r n e d  up i n  Gunners ide  G i l l ,  Swa leda l e ,  
f o r  t h e  S i r  F r a n c i s  L e v e l  t r i p .  S i r  F r a n c i s  L e v e l  was d r i v e n  t o  d r a i n  water from 
workings  on  t h e  F r i a r f o l d  Vein and is t h e  b e s t  p a r t  o f  a mile i n  l e n g t h .  The re  is 
a bed r o o f  f a l l  j u s t  w i t h i n  t h e  e n t r a n c e ,  and beyond t h i s  t h e  water is  4 f t  deep ,  
m a i n t a i n i n g  t h i s  d e p t h  f o r  many hundreds  o f  f e e t  u n t i l  it g r a d u a l l y  d r o p s  t o  knee- 
d e p t h .  Everyone had a w e t s u i t ,  eve ryone ,  t h a t  is, e x c e p t  Ken B a t t e r s b y  who wore 
tweed c l i m b i n g  b r e e c h e s  and  a wolly p u l l y .  A f t e r  emerging  from t h e  water a t  t h e  end 
o f  t h e  l e v e l  I a sked  him how he  f e l t .  "Cold as a w i t c h ' s  tit," s a i d  t h e  Ba t  t h rough  
c l enched  t e e t h  as h e  s q u e l c h e d  o f f  i n t o  t h e  d a r k n e s s .  

A t  t h e  end of t h e  l e v e l  t h e r e  is a l a r g e  chamber which accomodates  t h e  
winding  equipment  o f  a n  underground s h a f t .  T h i s  r e a l l y  i s  a s p e c t a c u l a r  p l a c e :  
pho tos  o f  i t  c a n  be s e e n  i n  v a r i o u s  mining  books. The re  is a winding  drum, head- 
f rame,  s h e a v e  whee l s ,  h y d r a u l i c  winding  and  pumping e n g i n e s ,  and  a p i t  c age  - a l l  
i n  s i t u .  T h i s  s h a f t  was sunk  t o  tes t  t h e  v e i n  a t  d e p t h ,  b u t  t h e  whole o p e r a t i o n  1 
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proved t o  be  uneconomical  and  was abandoned a f t e r  a few s h o r t  y e a r s .  
The last  time w e  v i s i t e d  t h i s  p l a c e  t h e  main l e v e l  was blocked  beyond 

t h e  s h a f t ,  b u t  w e  n o t i c e d  someone had dug a way th rough .  The l e v e l  c o n t i n u e d  f o r  
a few f e e t  t o  a n o t h e r  b lockage ;  t h i s  one  had n o t  been dug,  s o  w e  had a go. A f t e r  a n  
h o u r ' s  d i g g i n g , ,  ( v a l i a n t  e f f o r t s  h e r e  by Fleming,  Hewer, Webb, and  Moore),  t h e  team. 
won i n t o  unexp lo red  ground and  fo l lowed  t h e  l e v e l ,  t h rough  ches t -deep  water, t o  F 

a p a r t i a l  c o l l a p s e  a b o u t  5 0 0 f t  beyond t h e  s h a f t .  On t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  o f  t h i s  c o l l a p s e  
t h e  water had backed-up t o  t e n  i n c h e s  from t h e  a r c h e d  masonry r o o f .  The re  was a ,, 
g e n e r a l  l a c k  o f  en thus i a sm t o  e x p l o r e  any  f u r t h e r ,  b u t  e v e n t u a l l y  a b o l d  s t r a p p i n g  
l a d  s t e p p e d  fo rward  ( C h r i s  Moore, f rom Mil lom) ,  c r awled  o v e r  t h e  c o l l a p s e ,  and s l i d  
head  f i r s t  i n t o  t h e  water l i k e  a n  o t t e r .  Ten m i n u t e s  e l a p s e d  b e f o r e  h e  r e t u r n e d  t o  
i n fo rm u s  t h a t  t h e  l e v e l  was comple t e ly  b locked  s e v e r a l  hundred f e e t  down t h e  pass-  
age .  While  a l l  t h i s  was t a k i n g  p l a c e  Mike M i t c h e l l  was do ing  a b i t  o f  e x p l o r i n g  on 
h i s  own. Having dug th rough  some s h a l y  material i n  a n o t h e r  masonry-l ined p a s s a g e  
he  d i s c o v e r e d  n o t h i n g  less t h a n  two s p a r e  s h e a v e  whee l s  f o r  t h e  s h a f t  winding  g e a r  
and a mass ive  cog  wheel .  Hats o f f  t o  Mike......he g e t s  t h e  CAT award f o r  t h e  p e r s o n  
most l i k e l y  t o  succeed  i n  l i f e ;  C h r i s  Moore g e t s  t h e  award f o r  Dunkirk S p i r i t .  



Sa tu rday  n i g h t  s h a l l  be  emblazoned i n  CAT h i s t o r y  as t h e  Famous Curry  
r Night .  F i f t e e n  peop le  sat down i n  t h e  f r o n t  room o f  A s h f e l l  Farm t o  a s u p e r b  candle-  

l i t  d i n n e r  c r e a t e d  by h o s t e s s  Anne Danson. The d i n n e r  was c a n d l e - l i t  because  some 
i d i o t ,  c l a i m i n g  t o  be a n  e l e c t r i c i a n ,  tampered w i t h  t h e  consumer u n i t  and blew t h e  
ends  o f f  h i s  wire c u t t e r s .  A f t e r  t h e  meal everyone  r e p a i r e d  t o  t h e  F a t  Lamb t o  be 
t r e a t e d  t o  a round o f  cashew n u t s  by m i l l i o n a i r e  and p h i l a n t h r o p i s t  P h i 1  Murphy. 

Now whether  i t  was t h e  bee r  i n  t h e  F a t  Lamb, or t h e  a f t e r - e f f e c t s  o f  
t h e  c u r r y ,  o r  pe rhaps  even  t h e  f u l l  moon, I d o n ' t  know, bu t  s t r a n g e  t h i n g s  happened 
i n  t h e  wee small h o u r s  when a l l  s e n s i b l e  f o l k  were i n  bed. Who was t h a t  p a s s i o n a t e  
woman wandering i n  t h e  dew-soaked g r a s s ,  and t h a t  f r a n t i c  l o v e r  p u r s u i n g  h e r  a c r o s s  
t h e  ben igh ted  moors? The g h o s t s  o f  Cathy and H e a t h c l i f f e ,  v o i c i n g  t h e i r  p l a i n t i v e  
cries as t h e  wind howled th rough  t h e  trees o f  Ravens tonedale?  No, it was C l a r e  and 
Max Dobie up t o  misch ie f  i n  t h e  c a r p a r k .  "Bloody n o i s y  s o d s , "  s a i d  Mike M i t c h e l l ,  
e a r l y  Sunday morning,  " T h a t ' s  t h e  last  time I p i t c h  my t e n t  n e x t  t o  t h e i r s .  U s  o l d  
f o l k  need o u r  s l e e p . "  

On Sunday morning w e  d rove  o v e r  t o  Arkenga r thda le  and had a walk around 
t h e  s i t e  o f  Shawside Mine (? ) .  We were s i t t i n g  i n  t h e  s u n ,  d r e s s e d ,  l e t  it be known, 
i n  o u r  Sunday b e s t  and n o t  o u r  mining  g e a r ,  o u t s i d e  t h e  mouth o f  a n  open a d i t  when 
M i t c h e l l  s p o t t e d  t h i s  r a t h e r  smar t - looking  chap s t r i d i n g  manful ly  th rough  t h e  brack- 
en  i n  o u r  d i r e c t i o n ,  s e n d i n g  g rouse  and  p h e a s a n t s  c l a t t e r i n g  i n t o  t h e  a i r  as he  
fo rged  towards  us .  We f e l l  i n t o  a n  uneasy s i l e n c e  as he  approached,  e y i n g  him w a r i l y  
as h i s  g reen  wellies t r ampled  h e a t h e r  and l i n g .  

"I s a y ,  you f e l l o w s , "  h e  be l lowed,  "Who are you? What do  you want? And 
what are you doing?" 

We sat i n  s i l e n c e .  
"Do I have t o  r e p e a t  myse l f ?  Who are you? What do you want? And what 

are you do ing?  You t h e r e ,  t h e  f e l l o w  w i t h  t h e  s p e c t a c l e s  and t h e  f u l l  set. What are 
you do ing  on my l a n d ,  damn you?" 

"We're t a k i n g  t h e  morning a i r .  Right?"  answered Westall, removing a 
b l a c k  notebook from h i s  j a c k e t  pocke t .  

A;1ai so, on t h e  g r o u s e  moors o f  Arkenga r thda le ,  on a b r i g h t  and breezy  
day i n  September,  we c s n e  f a c e  t o  f a c e  w i t h  one o f  t h e  3%, a blue-blooded specimen 
o f  t h e  a r i s t o c r a c y .  T h i s  was no gaize-keeper s t a n d i n g  b e f o r e  u s  i n  h i s  c a v a l r y - t w i l l  
t r o u s e r s ,  Barbour j a c k e t ,  and s c h o o l  t i e ,  no lowly  g rouse  b e a t e r ,  t h i s  was t h e  
l a i r d  h i m s e l f ,  2nd l o o k i n g  f o r  a l l  t h e  world zs i f  he had j u s t  s t e p p e d  o f f  t h e  f i l m  
set of  Br ideshead  R e v i s i t e d .  The s i t u a t i o n  WES g e t t i n g  g r i n :  W e s t a l l ,  whose p o l i t i c s  
are a l i t t l e  t o  t h e  l e f t  o f  Karl M a r x f s ,  was a b o u t  t o  l aunch  i n t o  a d i a l o g u e  which 
would have been no doub t  u n p r i n t a b l e ;  had M i t c h e l l  riot r i s e n  t o  t h e  o c c a s i o n ,  tugg- 
i n g  h i s  f o r e l o c k  (which is n o t  e a s y  when y o u ' r e  b a l d  - jolce c o u r t e s y  o f  C h r i s  J o n e s )  
and  e a s e d  t h e  t e n s e  a tmosphere  w i t h  wise c o u n s e l ,  we would have been c l apped  i n  
i r o n s  and thrown i n  t h e  Tower. T h i s  e n c o u n t e r  w i t h  t h e  n o b i l i t y  concluded w i t h  
back-s lzpping  on  bo th  s i d e s ,  l o t s  o f  "what-hot's and  "carry-on-chsps", and bo th  l 

p a r t i e s  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e i r  p u r s u i t s  i n  t h e  b e s t  o f  s p i r i t s .  (The l a i r d  was c a r e f u l  
t o  p o i n t  o u t  t h a t  w e  c o u l d  v i s i t h i s  n i n e s  any t ime  e x c e p t  i n  t h e  n e s t i n g  s e a s o n  f o r  
he  d i d n ' t  wznt u s  d i s t u r b i n g  h i s  l i t t l e  baby g rouse .  He a l s o  informed u s  t h a t  t h e  
mines on h i s  l a n d  were d u l l  and  u n i n t e r e s t i n g ,  and d i r e c t e d  u s  t o  some on t h e  oppo- 
s i t e  s i d e  o f  t h e  v a l l e y  which,  i n c i d e n t l y ,  belonged t o  t h e  Duke o f  Nor fo lk ) .  

We took  t i f f i n  on t h e  o p p o s i t e  moor t h e n  g o t  changed i n t o  o u r  g e a r .  We 
s e a r c h e d  h i g h  znd low f o r  t h e  Duke o f  Norfo lk  b u t  had no l u c k .  The remainder  o f  t h e  
a f t e r n o o n  was s p e n t  e x p l o r i n g  Mould 's  Leve l ,  which l e d  i n t o  a n  e x t e n s i v e  sys tem o f  
l e a d  workings.  The re  was n o t h i n g  i n t e r e s t i n g  underground,  i n f a c t  Murphy d e s c r i b e d  
t h e  p l a c e  as a n  e l o n g z t e d  sewer p i p e  ( h e ' s  n o t  t i g h t  w i t h  h i s  r emarks ) .  

The day ended w i t h  a walk around t h e  n i n e s  o f  t h e  Kisdon Gorge, n e a r  
Keld,  and sausage  and c h i p s  i n  t h e  C r o s s  Keys a t  Tebay. 

EDITORS - Alen McFadzean and C h r i s t o p h e r  D. J o n e s  




