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E l e c t r i c  Trac t ion  at Greenside P e t e r  Holmes 

The recen t  t r i p  t o  Greenside prompts me t o  wr i t e  a few notes  on t h e  

e l e c t r i c  locomotives t h a t  were used the re .  The e a r l i e s t  loco  on t h e  s i t e  is  

of p a r t i c u l s r  i n t e r e s t  a s  it is be l ieved  t o  have been t h e  f i r s t  e l e c t r i c  

loco  i n  any B r i t i s h  mine4 it c e r t a i n l y  predated Kellow's 1904 loco  at 

Croesor quarry f o r  which t h e  t i t l e  of " f i r s t "  has been claimed. 

The Greenside t r o l l e y  locomotive was int roduced i n  1892 f o r  haulage i n  
t 

t h e  Lucy l e v e l ,  a s  pa r t  of t h e  b i c  e l e c t r i f i c a t i o n  scheme which was going 

on 2.t t h e  mine a t  t h a t  time. It was descr ibed i n  t h e  " E l e c t r i c a l  Review" of 

f,ugust 26th,  1892. The b u i l d e r s  were t h e  General Ei lect r ic  Power and Trac t ion  

Co. Ltd. of Kent ish  Town, who t o  t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge had no connection 

w i th  t h e  present-day GEC o rcan i sa t i on ,  as they  were l i q u i d a t e d  i n  1894. The 

Greenside loco  was probably t h e  only one t hey  b u i l t .  

I have t r aced  t h e  wood engraving from "? i l ec t r i ca l  Review" and t h i s  appears  

on t h e  cover of t h i s  i s sue .  The accompanying t e x t  w a s  as followsr 

"The F-ccompanying i l l u s t r a t i o n  r ep re sen t s  an e l ec t r i ca .1  locomotive 

r e c e n t l y  made by t h e  General E l e c t r i c  Power and Trac t ion  Company, Limited, 

e t  t h e i r  Kentish Town works, and i s  pa r t  of a l a r g e  i n s t a l l a t i o n  suppl ied  

t o  t h e  Greenside !*lining Compzny, Cumberland. The locomotive is f o r  mining 

work unde r~ round ,  t h e  road on which it runs  be ing  i n  some plzces  2s narrow 

as 3 2  inches ,  t h e  gzuTe of t h e  r a i l s  be inc  22 inches.  

It w;.s found impossible i h  t h e  small  space a v a i l a b l e  t o  plece t h e  motor 

a c r o s s  t h e  frame wi th  i t s  s h e f t  p a r a l l e l  t o  t h e  ax l e s ,  s o  it was arranged 

p a r a l l e l  t o  t h e  r a i l s .  Three reduc t ions  of gea r ing  a r e  employed, one 

n e c e s s a r i l y  being through bevel gearing.  The whole framework of t h e  machine 

i s  hinged from t h e  d r i v i n g  a x l e ,  which is made extremely s t r o n g  f o r  t h e  

purpose, t h e  weight on t h e  o t h e r  wheels be ing  taken  t h r o w h  s t r o n g  s p i r a l  

s p r i n g s  on t h e  t o p  of  gun metal a x l e  brasses .  

The design of t h e  'Immischl motor, as shown, w a s  chosen o w i n ~  t o  t h e  

p r o t e c t i o n  a f forded  t o  t h e  f i e l d  windings by t h i s  t y p e  of machine. 

The motor i s  s e r i e s  wound f o r  a d i f f e r e n c e  of  p o t e n t i a l  of 200 v o l t s ,  

and develops  15 brake HOP, at 1000 r evo lu t ions  per  minute, The l eng th  of  t h e  

road  is 1,200 yards ,  and t h e  cu r r en t  is c o l l e c t e d  from two bare  copper w i r e s  

c a r r i e d  on i n s u l a t o r s  overhead. The E.K.F. is  reduced from 500 v o l t s  t o  200 

v a l t s  by means of a motor t rans former  placed at one end of  t h e  l i n e .  The whole 

i n s t a l l a t i o n  is rendered doubly i n t e r e s t i n g  from t h e  f a c t  t h a t  a copious 

n a t u r a l  supply of water  on t h e  s i d e  of  a h i l l  i s  u t i l i s e d  as a prime source 

of power t o  d r i v e  a l a r g e  'Vortex' t u r b i n e ,  t h e  water  be ing  conveyed down 

t h e  h i l l  through 15-inch pipes.  A bu i ld ing  has  been e r e c t e d  on t h e  h i l l s i d e  

of t h i s  w i ld  looking  country,  i n  which t h e  t u r b i n e  d r i v e s  an ' Immis~h*  



A-?ale dynnno t:hi ch  devel opr, 100 el e c t r i c z l  H.P. n t  ::bout -600 r evo lu t  i nns 

pe r  minute. T h e  dynn.mo is compound wound with ;. krorkjng difference of 

o o t e n t i a l  of 600 v o l t s ,  2nd s u p p l i e s  current  ?l so  f o r  motors d r i v i n e  pumpinc 

nnd winding pli-.nts bes ides  l i g h t i n g  t h e  c o l l i e r y  both above and below ground." 

I d i d n ' t  know Greenside Mine w a s  a co l l i e ry!  zut t h e  z r t i c l e  says so ,  i n  

blaclc and white. 

The GEPT loco k;is r e b u i l t  at  Greenside ~ e v e r a l   time^; t h e  f o u r  v e r t i c a l l y -  
I 

sprung cur ren t  c o l l e c t o r s  were rep laced  by e p a i r  of sprung pole  collectors, 

t r o l l e y b u s  s t y l e .  Presumzbly two overhead v i r e s  were used because it w a s  

e z s i e r  t o  s t r i n g  a second wi r e  from t h e  roof  of t h e  l e v e l ,  then  t o  bond a l l  

t h e  r a i l  j o i n t s  t o  ensure  a decent ea r th .  It would al.so ?void co r ros ion  

t r o u b l e s  due t o  s t r z y  cu r r en t s .  La t e r  photos of t h e  l oco  show a round-tonped 

bonnet over t h e  motor, i n s t ekd  of squzre ,  and t h e  wooden b u f f e r  beams s e n t  

through var ious  d i f f e r e n t  d e s i p s ,  probr-b3y hew-use they  wore out ouickly.  

I hnve read t h a t  t h e  GEPT l o c o  w a s  scrapned i n  1936, but it ectu::lly 

l z s t e d  u n t i l  1938 and v:es photo,grzphed i n  t h z t  year  by members of t h e  

Kewcomen Society.  f.s p.zrt of t h e  re-er;uippiny; of t h e  mine, t h e  B a s s i n ~ h ; . l l  

Lyndic?.te accuired ; nek: l oco  i n  Februery 1938 end sc r~ .p :~ed  t h e  o ld  one 

l z t e l .  t h e  semc yeer. The new one was c-nother overhez.d t r o l l e y  t y p e ,  b u i l t  by 

; . in!rovc e.nd ilogers Ltd. (%it isii X lec t r i c  ~ c h i c l e z )  of T,iverpool, nnd 

c!e: i z ~ ; e ?  t o  u s e  t h e  e x i s t i n g  syste:n of ovcrl1eti2 v:ires. The only pfiotc of it 

1 h;.ve ceen is  an i n d i s t i n c t  one i n  ":line znd  Qu i r ry  Lhgineering" from 

vhich t h e  sketch \.:as t r aced .  



'l'he 2r i r1c; i  r.:il ext  e rn ;  l. d i f  f'erc:nc.c bc:tk:ecn t h e  two t r o !  l ~y l o c o s  vas t h a t  

t?~c-: CLPT ;,:-cl t i l e  \ :heels  colipled by oiit:;idr: c o u p l i n g  r o d s  1iP.c i? stt;.rn l o c o ,  

w l l j  l ( .  t l ~ c -  1:/?1;'$ 1,: d t ~ o  ; : i o t ~ r :  rricl t h e r e f o r c  no  c o u : ~ l i n ~  bctv;~,cr: t h c -  :.?l c c . .  

So i f  you f'ini'i n plroto of a t r o l l e y  l o c o  at G r e e n s i d e ,  loo:: c . t  t h ;  v:hcels. I f  

i t  117.s counliny:  r o d s  it is t h e  GEPT machine, no  r n ~ ~ t t e r  whzt eh; pe t h e  body is. 

The overhe:..d v: i res  had xooden s k i r t i n c  ho::,rds f i t t e d ,  p robzb ly  t o  prevent  

n c o p l e  t:.ngin,- t h e i r  he::,ds e n d , e l e c t r o c u t i n g  t h e m s e l v e s ,  as t h e  c;irer, v:erc. only  

::bout f i v e  f e e t  above r z i l  l e v e l .  )>:.rly pbo t s  shot; n o  s u c h  b o m d s ,  s o  e i t h e r  

p e ~ g l e  s e r e  sm:.ller i n  t h o s e  d r y s  o r  t h e y  j u s t  t o o k  more c?.re \:hen I-:clking 

n e n r  t h e  wi re s .  I n c i d e n t z l l y  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  men r o d e  t o  \:or!* i n  t h e  

\:eron:; and F+ photo  o f  t h i s  e x i s t s  somev:llere. 

Yet!-cen 1938 ;-nd 1957,  ;!in,orove ~ . n d  R o ~ c r s  suy , ;~ l i ed  f i v e  1% t o n  h c t t e r y  

e l e c t r i c  l o c o s  f o r  u s e  i n  t h e  d e e p e r  l e v e l s  o f  t h e  mine,  :):=rticul ~ r l y  on t h e  

175 fathom l e v e l .  The 1938 t r o l l e y  l o c o  v:zs zl!,vzys used  i n  t h e  Lucy l c v e l ;  

i n  &bout 1950 t h e  overhezci. l j i r e  sys tem w2.s s c r z p p e d  2nd t h e  Lucy l o c o  1.rz.s 

c o n v e r t e d  t o  b c t t e r y  po1;er. T h i s  b r t t e r y  h;id i.. c r p : ~ c i t y  o f  290 !:/h t.l-,ile t h e  

s n c . l l e r  l o c o =  hzd. E. b a t t e r y  c;.p;..city of 240 ~ j h .  

- P- - - - 

llhen G r e e n r i d e  c l o s e d  i n   bout 1962, t h e  ex-0verhee.d l o c o  of  1938 was 

s o l d  t o  t h e  lie-rd;..le Le;& C o .  - cen  enyone s2y zt which  mine? It r e c e n t l y  

eade& i t s  ci~ys: ;lt t h e  Ctrnbn lrer.lr, ~ i n e  i n  I iezrdz le .  The s m r - l l e r  G r e e ~ s i d e  

l o c o s  vere  s o l d  t o  v~ . . r io i~ r .  n?.ncrz;  one went t o  ?.'lcl;echnic's r-.t Uricgeth , , .  one 

t o  Yorcc Crag, 2nd one t o  I?l;..nchlr,nd F l u o r  Flines &t e i t h e r  Grove I:?.ke o r  



by McF 

On t h e  5 t h  o f  May a C.A.T. a b s e i l i n g  team won i n t o  a  t u n n e l  i n  t h e  
s t o p e s  of  t h e  Alma o r e - s h o o t ,  i n  G r e e n s i d e  Lead Mine, and e s t a b l i s h e d  beyond doubt  
t h e  e x a c t  l o c a t i o n  of  t h e  A l m a  L e v e l ,  t h e  main l e v e l  which t r a v e r s e d  t h e  n o r t h e r n  
r e a c h e s  o f  t h e  mine. T h i s  is a v e r y  s i g n i f i c a n t  d i s c o v e r y ;  f i r s t l y ,  because  i t  is  
now p o s s i b l e  t o  relate o u r  knowledge of  t h e  mine t o  t h e  o l d  p l a n s  w i t h  a c e r t a i n  
d e g r e e  o f  a c c u r a c y ,  and s e c o n d l y ,  b e c a u s e  i t  i n c r e a s e s  o u r  c h a n c e s  o f  winn ing  
i n t o  t h e  e v e r  e l u s i v e  48fm L e v e l ,  t h e  mag ica l  t u n n e l  which s h o u l d ,  by r i g h t s ,  
d e l i v e r  u s  t o  t h e  Willie S h a f t  aqd  t h e  c o l o s s a l  areas o f  s t o p e d  ground which were  
worked o u t  d u r i n g  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  ( s e e  t h e  d iagram i n  Newsletter No.7). 
S u n d a y ' s  campaign i n  t h e  s t o p e s  o f t h e  A l m a ,  a l t h o u g h  n o t  r e v e a l i n g  a g r e a t  d e a l  

' 

o f  new g round ,  h a s  i n c r e a s e d  o u r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of  t h i s ,  L a k e l a n d ' s  l a r g e s t  and 
most  s e c r e t i v e ,  mine. 

There  was a good t u r n  o u t ,  t h e r e  a lways  is  f o r  G r e e n s i d e ,  t h i r t y - t w o  
p e o p l e  making t h e  d e s c e n t  i n  November 1983;  t h e  number on t h i s  o c c a s i o n  w a s  
n i n e t e e n ,  t w e l v e  members c o m p l e t i n g  t h e  f u l l  d e s c e n t  of  7 4 0 f t  on m i n e r s '  l a d d e r s  
t o  t h e  Lucy Tongue L e v e l ,  w h i l e  t h e  r ema in ing  seven :  G i l c h r i s t ,  J o n e s ,  L i n g s ,  
McFadzean, M i t c h e l l ,  Moore, a n d  T y l e r ,  l a d e n  w i t h  r o p e s  and  h a l o g e n  s p o t - l i g h t s ,  
probed t h e  e n v i r o n s  o f  t h e  A l m a .  

The A l m a  is t h e  smallest of  t h e  t h r e e  g r e a t  o r e  b o d i e s  which rise 
above  t h e  Lucy Tongue L e v e l  a n d  w a s  worked s p o r a d i c a l l y  f rom i ts d i s c o v e r y ,  
t o w a r d s  t h e  end o f  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  up t o  t h e  f i n a l  d a y s  o f  t h e  mine i n  
1962.  The o r e  h a s  been s t o p e d  away o v e r  a v e r t i c a l  d i s t a n c e  o f  f ive -hundred  f e e t ,  
which  a c c o u n t s  f o r  a l m o s t  t h e  e n t i r e  e x t e n t  o f  ground between t h e  Low Horse  L e v e l  
and  t h e  Lucy Tongue L e v e l .  The  l a d d e r w a y ,  down which access t o  t h e  Lucy Tongue 
L e v e l  i s  g a i n e d ,  p a s s e s  t h r o u g h  t h e  A l m a  i n  its own series of  s h a f t s ,  f o r  t h e  
most  p a r t  s e p a r a t e d  from t h e  s t o p e s  by a narrow r o c k  wal l ,  b u t  a t  one  p o i n t  
a c t u a l l y  descend ing  on t h e  f o o t w a l l  o f  t h e  ve in .  And i t  was a t  t h i s  open p l a c e ,  
where  t h e  l a d d e r s  are f i x e d  t o  r i c k e t y  s t a g i n g s  s l u n g  a c r o s s  t h e  s t o p e ,  t h a t  w e  
commenced o u r  e x p l o r a t i o n .  

There  is an i m p r e s s i v e  l e v e l  h e r e ,  equipped w i t h  h o p p e r s ,  a n  o r e  t u b ,  
a whee lba r row,  and v a r i o u s  o t h e r  o d d s  and e n d s ,  which l i n k s  t h e  two major  s t o p e s  
o f  t h e  A l m a .  Above t h i s  l e v e l  t h e  s t o p e s  rise on t h e  n o r t h e r n  s i d e  o f  t h e  l a d d e r -  
way, w h i l e  below t h e y  are t o  t h e  s o u t h .  It was a lways  assumed t h a t  t h i s  was t h e  
A l m a  L e v e l ,  t h a t  it had been  t h e  main a r t e r y  t h r o u g h  t h e  ore-body and would l e a d  
u s  i n t o  g r e a t e r  t h i n g s ,  b u t  a s  time u n r a v e l l e d  and o u r  e x p l o r a t i o n  p r o g r e s s e d  
i t  became o b v i o u s  t h a t  t h e  Alma L e v e l  w a s  somewhere b e n e a t h  u s  and t h a t  t h i s  
i m p o r t a n t  t u n n e l ,  w i t h  i ts equ ipmen t  and manifo ld  s i g n s  o f  o n c e  v i r u l e n t  min ing  
a c t i v i t y ,  was something else e n t i r e l y .  For t h e  s a k e  of  c l a r i t y  I s h a l l  r e f e r  t o  
it  as t h e  36fm L e v e l ,  which is p r o b a b l y  its p r o p e r  name anyway, though  I must  
e m p h a s i z e  t h a t  it is n o t  c o n t i g u o u s  w i t h  t h e  o t h e r  l e v e l  o f  t h a t  name - which 
c u t s  t h r o u g h  t h e  Main o r e - s h o o t  and t h e  South  o r e - s h o o t ,  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  G r e e n s i d e  
Ve in  f o r  many hundreds  of  f e e t  - a l t h o u g h  it is s i t u a t e d  on p r e c i s e l y  t h e  same 
h o r i z o n .  

The n o r t h e r n  end o f  t h e  36fm Leve l  c o n c l u d e s  i n  a b l i n d  h e a d i n g  b u t  
t h e  s o u t h e r n  end d r o p s  i n t o  t h e  t o p  o f  a n  i n c r e d i b l y  l a r g e  s t o p e .  M i t c h e l l ,  w i t h  
h i s  h a l o g e n  s p o t - l i g h t ,  a t t e m p t e d  t o  t r a v e r s e  a c r o s s  a l e d g e  i n  a v a i n  b i d  t o  
win i n t o  t h e  c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  t h e  l e v e l .  A t  t h i s  t i m e  w e  were s t i l l  under  t h e  
i m p r e s s i o n  w e  were on t h e  A l m a  L e v e l ;  unbeknown t o  u s  t h e r e  w a s  no c o n t i n u a t i o n ,  
t h e r e  b e i n g  a s o l i d  wedge o f  b a r r e n  ground s e p a r a t i n g  t h e  two 36fm l e v e l s ,  b u t  
when a l l  s a i d  and done w e  were t r e a t e d  t o  a f i r s t  rate e x h i b i t i o n  o f  s t o p e  t r a v e r s -  
i n g .  I t  was now o b v i o u s  t h a t  w e  w e r e  n o t  g o i n g  t o  g e t  a c r o s s  t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  s t o p e ,  
which w a s  f i f t y  f e e t  wide i n  p l a c e s ,  s o  w e  dec ided  t o  a b s e i l  down i n t o  i t  and 
a t t e m p t  t o  g e t  a c r o s s  a t  some o t h e r  p o i n t .  T h e r e  is a s t e e p  s l o p e  o f  v e r y  f i n e  
d e t r i t u s  which d r o p s  from t h e  36fm L e v e l ,  down which o r e  from t h e  h o p p e r s  had  
been  t i p p e d  t o  t h e  h o p p e r s  on  t h e  Lucy Tongue L e v e l  th ree -hundred  f e e t  below; 
i t  a p p e a r e d  t o  be c l e a n  and safe,  and  head ing  i n  t h e  r i g h t  d i r e c t i o n ,  s o  w e  
l o w e r e d  a r o p e  and Alistair L i n g s  a b s e i l e d  t o  a c o n v e n i e n t  l e d g e ,  where h e  w a s  
j o i n e d  by McFadzean. S e v e n t y  f e e t  down t h e y  a l i g h t e d  a t  a j u n c t i o n  o f  l e v e l s ;  t h e  



s o l e  o f  t h e  main l e v e l ,  which f o l l o w e d  t h e  v e i n ,  had been  removed and  w e  were 
aware of  t h e  s t o p e  c o n t i n u i n g  down i n t o  t h e  d a r k n e s s ,  b u t  two c r o s s c u t s  b ranched  
o f f  i n t o  t h e  c o u n t r y  r o c k  d i r e c t l y  o p p o s i t e  e a c h  o t h e r ;  L i n g s  p e n d u l a t e d  i n t o  one  
and McFadzean t h e  o t h e r .  I n  t h e  e a s t e r l y  c r o s s c u t  L i n g s  d i s c o v e r e d  some o l d  
g e l i g n i t e ;  n o t  t o  b e  o u t d o n e  McFadzean u n e a r t h e d  h a l f  a dozen No.6 d e t o n a t o r s  
and  a l e n g t h  o f  sump f u s e  - i t  w a s  m u t u a l l y  d e c i d e d  t h a t  i f  w e  d i d n ' t  f i n d  a way 
i n t o  t h e  c o n t i n u a t i o n  w e  c o u l d  a l w a y s  f o r c e  one .  The w e s t e r l y  c r o s s c u t  was a 
v e r i t a b l e  Aladdin ' s  Cave;  n o t  o n l y  were t h e r e  d e t o n a t o r s  b u t  d o z e n s  o f  empty d e t -  
o n a t o r  boxes ,  a n  o l d  c r o s s - b i t  d r i l l  s t ee l  ( u n b r o k e n ) ,  a dozen o r  s o  45 g a l l o n  
o i l  drums,  a l a r g e  c o i l  o f  9" steel  c a b l e ,  a f i n e  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  e x o t i c - l o o k i n g  
c i g a r e t t e  p a c k e t s ,  none o f  which are a v a i l a b l e  t o d a y  (I  w i s h  I ' d  n o t e d  t h e  b r a n d s ) ,  
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a newspaper d a t e d  1933 ,  t h e  l i d  o f l a  l adde rway  t r a p d o o r  (p re sumab ly  removed when 
t h e  s o l e  o f  t h e  l e v e l  was b l a s t e d  o u t ) ,  a p i l e  o f  r a i l s ,  a b o t t l e ,  and  a n  e d i t i o n  
of  t h e  Sunday P o s t  f rom 1960. Q u i t e  a n  i n t e r e s t i n g  l i t t l e  s p o t ,  b u t  a shame t h a t  
no one  had a camera. I n c i d e n t l y ,  j u s t  i n  case y o u ' r e  wonder ing ,  t h e  d e t o n a t o r s  
were damp and  q u i t e  h a r m l e s s  and  t h e  sump f u s e  had d e t e r i o r a t e d  t o  a soggy mess; 
t h e  g e l i g n i t e ,  however,  was p o t e n t i a l l y  l e t h a l  and  was d i s p o s e d  o f  i n  t h e  s a f e s t  
manner p o s s i b l e .  

J o n e s  and  M i t c h e l l  j o i n e d  u s  i n  t h e  w e s t e r n  c r o s s c u t ;  t h e i r  a p p e a r a n c e  
s t a r t l e d  u s  f o r  t h e y  h a d n ' t  a b s e i l e d  down t h e  r o p e .  It t r a n s p i r e d  t h e y  had descend-  
e d  t h e  main l adde rway  t o  t h e  n e x t  l e v e l  a n d ,  a f t e r  h e a r i n g  L i n g s '  v o i c e ,  dug 
t h r o u g h  a f a l l  a t  t h e  e n d ,  t o  emerge f rom t h e  d e t r i t u s  s l o p e  a t  t h e  j u n c t i o n  o f  
t h e  c r o s s c u t s .  So  w e  now had a four-way j u n c t i o n ;  back  a l o n g  t h i s  l e v e l ,  and  head- 
i n g  t o w a r d s  t h e  l a d d e r w a y ,  were a set o f  h o p p e r s ,  a n  o r e  t u b ,  and  t h e  famous v e i l  
o f  h a n g i n g  f u n g u s  wh ich ,  somebody once  s a i d  a l o n g  t i m e  a g o ,  was a s p e c i e s  pec- 
u l i a r  t o  G r e e n s i d e  Mine. On s t u d y i n g  one  o f  L i n g s '  p o r t a b l e  w a t e r p r o o f  s u r v e y s  
w e  d e t e r m i n e d  beyond d o u b t  t h a t  t h i s  was t h e  A l m a  L e v e l ,  t h e  t u n n e l  a t  t h e  t o p  
o f  t h e  s l o p e  b e i n g  t h e  36fm L e v e l .  T h e r e  w a s  a b s o l u t e l y  no  chance  o f  t r a v e r s i n g  
t h e  s t o p e  t o  t h e  supposed  c o n t i n u a t i o n  i n t o  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  work ings  s o  
we resumed a b s e i l i n g  and a l i g h t e d  on  a n o t h e r  l e v e l  a b o u t  f i f t y  f e e t  below t h e  
A l m a  L e v e l .  A q u i c k  r e c c e  by L i n g s  r e v e a l e d  a c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  main l adde rway ;  
on t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  M i t c h e l l  w e  were in fo rmed  t h a t  t h i s  was t h e  s p o t  f rom where  
M a r t i n  Maher had a b s e i l e d ,  e i g h t e e n  months p r e v i o u s l y ,  on h i s  s o l o  d e s c e n t  t o  t h e  
Lucy Tongue L e v e l .  T h i s ,  t h e n ,  was t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  r o a d  s o  f a r  as  any  c o n n e c t i o n s  
w i t h  t h e  o l d  w o r k i n g s  were concerned .  We were a s h a d e  d i s a p p o i n t e d ,  t o  s a y  t h e  
least.  

Not b e i n g  men t o  w i t h e r  i n  t h e  f a c e  o f  a d v e r s i t y  w e  c l imbed  back  up  
t h e  ladderway t o  a t i n y  sub - l eve l  which o p e n s  o u t  i n t o  t h e  b i g  s t o p e  on  t h e  n o r t h -  
e r n  s i d e  o f  t h e  s h a f t .  A t  t h i s  p o i n t  w e  were a p p r o x i m a t e l y  a hundred  f e e t  below 
t h e  Low Horse  L e v e l  and  a hundred -and- f i f t y  f e e t  above  t h e  36fm L e v e l .  We c o u l d  
vague ly  d i s c e r n  t h e  f l o o r  o f  t h e  s t o p e  a b o u t  s i x t y  f e e t  b e n e a t h  u s  and  t o  some 
d e g r e e  d e t e r m i n e ,  w i t h  t h e  a i d  of t h e  h a l o g e n  l i g h t ,  i t s  e x t e n t ,  though t o  d o  t h e  
j o b  p r o p e r l y  w e  d e c i d e d  t o  a b s e i l  down and e x p l o r e  i t .  McFadzean abandoned h i s  
a t t e m p t  a f t e r  d a n g l i n g  on t h e  r o p e  f o r  twen ty  m i n u t e s  i n  a h a p l e s s  b i d  t o  pendul -  
a te  o n t o  t h e  f l o o r ,  f o r  t h e r e  was a m a s s i v e  c r a t e r  d i r e c t l y  i n  l i n e  w i t h  t h e  r o p e  
and i t  w a s  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  a v o i d  be ing  drawn i n t o  i t .  Thwar t ed ,  h e  c o n t i n u e d  i n t o  
t h e  crater and found  h i m s e l f  descend ing  p a r a l l e l  w i t h  t h a t  p a r t  o f  t h e  l adde rway  
which is  suspended  on  s t a g i n g s  i n  t h e  open s t o p e ,  d i r e c t l y  above  t h e  36fm L e v e l .  
One f i n a l  swing and  h e  managed t o  g r a b  h o l d  o f  a c r o s s  beam s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  s t a g i n g  
and h o i s t  h i m s e l f  back o n t o  t h e  l adde rway .  L i n g s  t h e n  had a go b u t  h e  t o o  f a i l e d  
t o  a v o i d  t h e  c l u t c h e s  o f  t h e  crater a n d  t h e  u n f o r t u n a t e  f e l l o w ,  n o t  b e i n g  as  l i s h  
as McFadzean, f a i l e d  a l s o  t o  p e n d u l a t e  o n t o  t h e  s a l v a t o r y  s t a g i n g  and was o b l i g e d  
t o  a l i g h t  on some d a r k  l e d g e  b e n e a t h  i t  and  smash h i s  way up th rough  t h e  wood 
w i t h  a broken d r i l l  steel.  Not i n  t h e  b e s t  i n t e r e s t s  of  c o n s e r v a t i o n .  

So t h a t ' s  a l l  f o r  now, t h e  l a tes t  news f rom G r e e n s i d e  Mine,  t i d i n g s  
f rom t h e  f r o n t  l i n e .  Again w e  f a i l e d  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a r o u t e  i n t o  t h o s e  v a s t  n i n e -  
t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  w o r k i n g s ,  b u t  t h e r e  is  time y e t ,  t h e r e  w i l l  be a n o t h e r  day.  I l o o k  
f o r w a r d s  i n  e a g e r  a n t i c i p a t i o n  t o  w r i t i n g  p r o u d l y  a b o u t  t h e  d i s c o v e r y  o f  h y d r a u l i c  
w ind ing  and pumping e n g i n e s  a t  t h e  head  o f  t h e  Willie S h a f t ,  t o  t h e  e x s o r a t i o n  
o f  t h e  36 and 48 fa thom l e v e l s ,  and t h e  s c a l i n g  o f  Brookes  Sump. Yes, p l e n t y  o f  
work f o r  e a g e r  h a n d s ;  G r e e n s i d e  Mine h a s  s e c r e t s  t o  d i v u l g e  y e t .  
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County's p leasantness  has  l 
given confidence t o  us (7,7,5)  

P r o x i m i t ~  of s e c r e t  headland (9) 
kade t h e  claim, - '(a b a s i c  carb- 
onate minera l  i s  found here" (9) Country f o r  example, i n  lac . (7)[  

I n  team a t  European Games but '3 
obviously no Pro, (7) 

Reco l l ec t ions  of s t i r r e d  French 
wine, w a i t e r  l e f t  out (8) 

Does he play a support ing r o l e  4 
i n  l ac?  (5,7) 

Endless c s b b i e s  grouch, o r  p lea  
t o  t h e  c o u n c i l  from l ac .  (2,3) 

I n i t i a l l y  perhaps, e x t r a  rope 15 
ln&ruc t ion  l e s sens  danger (5) l 7  

See l a c r o s s  
H a i r -  r a i s i n g  reg ion  new copy 
gives  when affraid (4) Bring about e a s t  En l i s h  o rder  

f o r  gun l a s h i n g  (9 f 9 Avid c i n e ~ a - g o e r  wi th  t e lescope  
(4-5) Does t h e  Lady I s a b e l l a  f e e l  no 

longer  wanted i n  t h i s  msle 
dominion? (4,2,3) 

l 3  Bloody dr-mk we hear ,  providin  
a specimea f o r  l a c ,  perhaps (9  f 

Wheel-less ca r r iage  though ~ o s - ~ ~  
i n g  d i r e c t i o n  might g ive  a wel- 
come r e s t  t o  those i n  l a c .  (5) 15 With abounding weal th  a change 

of l e a d e r  b r i n g s  waste (8) 
A 1 1  f u r s  t h e r e  a r e  grease- 
absorbing when rearranged (7,5) 18 Actual e x i s t e n c e  you can have 

both ways (4) 
Group f i v e  po l icy  of s i l e n c e  
about  nor thern  model (7) 1 9  Soccer 's  u l t i m a t e  e r r o r  when 

lacking a f r i e n d  (5) 
Green o l i v i n e  as a f a i r y  dowry 
(7) 20 Sounds an amusin chap, t h i s  

mushroon man f51 
I n  r av ine ,  constant  change 
makes l o c a l  c u r i o s i t y  i n t e r -  
e s t i n g  t o  l ac .  ( 8 , 6 )  

- 
Crossword compiled by HAMSON TAKARING (ana . ) .  Answers i n  t h e  n e x t  e d i t i o n  o f  
t h e  n e w s l e t t e r ,  I hope. The c l u e s  are min ing /geo logy /e tc  o r i e n t a t e d .  I t r u s t  
you w i l l  have no problems w i t h  1 a c r o s s .  

. - 



HONISTER SLATE MINES, p r e s e n t l y  u n d e r  t h e  o w n e r s h i p  o f  t h e  B u t t e r m e r e  and  West- 
mor land  Green  S l a t e  Company, are i n  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  b e i n g  t a k e n  o v e r  by McAlpines.  
McAlpines  are no  newcomers t o  t h e  s l a t e  i n d u s t r y ,  t h e y  h a v e  been  work ing  t h e  
m a s s i v e  Penrhyn Q u a r r i e s  i n  n o r t h  Wales now f o r  many y e a r s  and  h a v e  r e c e n t l y  
p u r c h a s e d  Hodge C l o s e  i n  t h e  h e a r t  o f  t h e  Lake land  s l a t e  c o u n t r y .  I f  t h e  d e a l  comes 
o f f  t h e n  t h e y  w i l l  work H o n i s t e r  p r i m a r i l y  f o r  monumental s t o n e ,  r o o f i n g  s l a t e  
t a k i n g  second  p l a c e  - t h i s  was d e c i d e d  when t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  a f e a s i b i l i t y  s t u d y  
showed t h a t  t h e  s l a t e  metal, mined f rom t h e  Kimber ly  V e i n ,  would n o t  r i v e  on  t h e  
Welsh r i v i n g  mach ines .  

BURLINGTON SLATE LIMITED are on  t h e  move i n  a b i g  way. E n g l a n d ' s  p r e m i e r  s l a t e  
q u a r r y i n g  combine ,  whose sister compan ie s  i n c l u d e  Brough ton  Moor Green  S l a t e  
Q u a r r i e s  L i m i t e d ,  M a n d a l l s ,  and  t h e  Lake land  Green  S l a t e  a n d  S t o n e  Company, are 
s t r e a m l i n i n g  t h e i r  i n d u s t r y  t o  s a i l  i n t o  t h e  1990s a n d  t a k e  t h e  f o r e i g n  m a r k e t s  
by s t o r m .  Commensing t h i s  summer, a l l  s a w i n g ,  r i v i n g ,  and  monumental work w i t h i n  
t h e  g r o u p ,  w i l l  t a k e  p l a c e  unde r  t h e  r o o v e s  o f  two new s h e d s  a t  t h e  K i rkby  Q u a r r i e s ,  
c l o g s  o f  g r e e n  s l a t e  b e i n g  t r a n s p o r t e d  by r o a d  f rom a l l  t h e  f e l l  q u a r r i e s .  From 
a n  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  p o i n t  o f  v iew t h i s  c a n  o n l y  be  a good t h i n g  f o r  t h e r e  w i l l  be  
less waste dumped w i t h i n  t h e  N a t i o n a l  P a r k ;  a l s o  t h e  c o n t r o v e r s i a l  s l u r r y  p i t s  
( fo rmed  by e f f l u e n t  f rom t h e  s awing  p r o c e s s e s ) ,  l o n g  a bone o f  c o n t e n t i o n ,  s h o u l d  
s o o n  become a t h i n g  o f  t h e  p a s t .  However, m o t o r i s t s  beware ,  t h e r e  i s  l i k e l y  t o  
b e  a c o n s i d e r a b l e  i n c r e a s e  i n  t r a f f i c ;  heavy wagons r o l l i n g  f rom Broughton  Moor, 
E l t e r w a t e r ,  B r o s s e n  S t o n e ,  S p o u t  C r a g ,  Moss R i g g ,  and  Brandy Crag  w i l l  be  h e a d i n g  
s o u t h ,  a d d i n g  s u b s t a n c e  t o  t h a t  a n c i e n t  F u r n e s s  maxim - a l l  r o a d s  l e a d  t o  K i rkby .  

THE NEW COLEDALE M I N I N G  COMPANY is  s t e a d i l y  p r o g r e s s i n g  i n  i ts b i d  t o  r e o p e n  
F o r c e  Crag  Mine. A l l  t h e  r a i l s  i n  No.1 and  Z e r o  l e v e l s  h a v e  been  dogged o u t  f rom 
1' 10" guage  t o  2 '  guage  t o  s u i t  t h e  new l o c o  which  a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  mine d u r i n g  
t h e  E a s t e r  b r e a k .  Manager B l e z a r d ,  i n  a n  e x c l u s i v e  i n t e r v i e w ,  s a i d  t h a t  h e  h o p e s  
t o  b e  p r o d u c i n g  b a r y t e s  v e r y  soon  f rom t h e  rises a t  t h e  head  o f  Z e r o  L e v e l ,  t h e n  
la ter  e x t r a c t  s p h a l e r i t e  f rom t h e  s t o p e s  i m m e d i a t e l y  be low No.1 L e v e l .  Much work 
i s  b e i n g  done  on t h e  m i l l  t o  g e t  it i n t o  work ing  o r d e r .  C.A.T. is  h a v i n g  a work meet 
up  a t  F o r c e  Crag  on t h e  1 8 t h  o f  A u g u s t ,  a n  e x c e l l e n t  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  members t o  
s t u d y  and  pho tog raph  a l l  t h e  a s p e c t s  o f  a work ing  Cumbrian o r e  mine.  T h e r e  w i l l  
a l s o  b e  a v i s i t  t o  t h e  u p p e r ,  and  o l d e r ,  l e v e l s  f o r  t h o s e  w i t h  enough e n e r g y  l e f t  
t o  s t r u g g l e  up t h e  moun ta in .  

A SLIDE COMPETITION w i l l  be  h e l d  a t  o u r  n e x t  mon th ly  s o c i a l  e v e n i n g ,  Wednesday 
t h e  1 2 t h  o f  J u n e ,  a t  t h e  F a r m e r s  A r m s ,  Lowick. The w i n n i n g  s l i d e  w i l l  be  immor t a l -  
i s e d  as t h e  c o v e r  p h o t o g r a p h  o f  t h e  n e x t  J o u r n a l ,  which  s h o u l d  b e  i n  t h e  s h o p s  
f o r  s p r i n g  '86 .  Q u i t e  a n  honour ,  you must  a d m i t  - s o  b r i n g  a l l  your  good s l i d e s ,  
a n d  d o n ' t  b e  s h y .  The w i n n i n g  s l i d e  w i l l  b e  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  owner when t h e  p r i n t i n g  
p r o c e s s  is  comple t e .  

D I N G  DONG WORK MEET, S a t u r d a y  t h e  1 5 t h  o f  J u n e .  Many h a n d s  needed  t o  t h r o w  many 
o l d  t y r e s  down t h e  s h a f t  t o  b a c k - f i l l  a r o u n d  t h e  access p i p e .  Meet a t  t h e  mine ,  
10:00, S.D. 245 768. 

AN EXHIBITION of min ing  a r t e f a c t s  a n d  documents  i s  b e i n g  a s sembled  by t h e  Cumbria 
Amenity T r u s t  and  w i l l  g o  on show a t  v a r i o u s  museums a r o u n d  t h e  c o u n t y .  I f  you 
p o s s e s s  a n y  t o o l s ,  o l d  s u r v e y s ,  p i e c e s  o f  equ ipmen t  e tc . ,  which  are e a s i l y  t r a n s p -  
o r t a b l e ,  which you t h i n k  would be  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  t h e  p u b l i c ,  and  which  you would 
b e  w i l l i n g  t o  l e n d ,  p l e a s e  t e l e p h o n e  L i n d s a y  H a r r i s o n  o n  0229 26478,  w i t h  t h e  
d e t a i l s .  

SITS.  VAC. 

WANTED d r i l l e r / s h o t f i r e r ,  F o r c e  C r a g  Mine. Must know what  h e  is d o i n g  and  b e  
p r e p a r e d  t o  s u p p l y  h i s  own m a t c h e s  and  wheelbar row.  A p p l i c a t i o n s  i n  h a n d - w r i t i n g  
t o  t h e  manager ,  s t a t i n g  e x p e r i e n c e ,  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s ,  and  c o n d i t i o n  o f  bank a c c o u n t .  



A r e c e n t  series ca-.lf e:>:cl.rrsior~s begjclrld D U ~ I  F e l l  hiive giver t  a felw lucky  
memher.s s o m e t h i r ~ q  t a  t h i n k  abo:out. T h e r e  1.llet-e l e v e l s  a n d  s h a f t s  a l l  
rivet- t . h e  p l a c e  allcl as  s t-.esl.rlt t . h i s  ha.!; heer1 pl-tt. rmt t .he meets l i s t  for-. 
t h e  crtming seascl)-I .  Mike M i t c h e l l  discc~ver- .ed a heal-rtift-11 s tc rne  l i n e d  
s h a f t  1-rr~der-. a snc~l.l!dr.ift. ccover.ed w i t h  r o c k s  ancl ctrl ancot.het-. occas ic tn  
AI a s t a i  t-. L i n g s  drcove h i s  Lartd Rover-. i n t o  t h e  on l 9  .;rlol!!dt-.ift. con t h e  
f e l l  a n d  g r ~ t .  i t  stt..rck. L I - ~ c k i l y  t1.1.1~1 o t h e r - .  membet-.s l!.let-e a b l e  tcl d i g  h i m  
o u t .  Alas ta i r  i s  r11:11.t! cell-~sidet-.ing a Scrzuki 4WD. 

JOLLY FINE ROOTING WEATHER. 

R e c e n t l y  sevet-.a1 1.uest C:umhrian member-s have  t a k e n  t o  car .  i nne r .  t l - l h ~ ~  
t c ~  g e t  them a c r c ~ s s  v a s t  f l o c ~ d e d ~  st.ctpes i n  a rlel.t! mine l~!hich t h e y  have  
dcrq o p e n  n e a r  M i l l o m .  Unfo r t l - l na t e ly  it.s a  h i t .  c l o s e  t o  s u r f a c e  sea a 
s l i g h t  s h o w e r  o f  r a i n  i s  enough tct s e n d  t h e  water. l e v e l  f l y i l - 1 9  1 . r ~ .  

A c c e s s  i s  r e s t t - . i c t . ed  a t  t . h e  moment by t . h e  l.andcll.l!net-- h u t  t h i s  may s w r ~  
c h a n g e .  T h i s  i s  by f a r  t h e  b i g g e s t  1-rnder.gt-.cocrnd disc111ver.y i n  West 
Clumbria and  sever-a1 d i g s  are p r o c e e d i r t g  i n  i t s  mcrt-sky d e p t h s .  0 f u l  l 
r e p c l r t  11.lill b e  i n  Jc turna l  NO. 2 .  

M I  LLOM W0TERWOF:KS. 

St .111 i n  l?!est Cl.rmbria, Ciordo3n G i l c h r i s t  i s  on t . h e  lctc11::clnt. fo r  some 2 
i n .  p i p e  for-, a small p c ~ r t a h l e  water pump k ~ h i c h  l ! ! i l l  b e  made a v a i l a b l e  
few CAT u s e .  Any l e n g t h   ill d o ,  as l o n g  as i t  1.5 r i g i d  enough t.cl 
s t a n d  u p  tco t h e  s c rc t i c~n .  Phone h i m  on M i l l o m  453'3. 

NEWS FROM INDUSTRY. 

I n  t h i s  and  sl.rbseqcre~-lt ne~!!slett.et-.s t . h e t Y e   ill b e  a sec t . i c~ f l  cm 1.ohats 
g o i n g  c~rt i n  t h e  E r . i t i s h  Isle. ;  qnd  pet-.baps beyclrtd irt t h e  m i n i n g  
indus t t - -9 .  Arly copy fob-- t . h i s  s e c t i c ~ n  1 . 1 . 1 i l l  b e  grat .ef1-rl ly r e c e i v e d .  

N. I r e l s . r ~ d :  Enr1e:s:: 1)-~tet- . \ - la t ic~nal  h a v e  fol.rnd 1 6  g d d  heat-.ing v e i n s  neat-, 

t h e  C r t r r a g h i r l a l t  El-rrrl i n  t h e  S p e r r . i n  Mrsuntains. Assay  v a l u e s  o f  up  t l : ~  

40 g rams  per. t111n have  been  re t t - r rned  from some s a m p l e s .  Diamond 
d r i l l  i n g  i s  e x p e c t e d  t-cl commence soon .  

S. I r e l a n d :  A t  t h e  S i l v e r m i n e s  pt--u.ject e c a n c ~ m i c  v e i n s  o f  Z i n c  arid L.ead 
h a v e  b e e n  disccovered by R.C.Dri l l  i n g .  

S c o t l a n d :  Ennex I n t e r n a t i o n a l  h a v e  d i s c o v e r e d  economic  g o l d  v a l u e s  i n  
t h e  Grampian  Mountains .  

E n g l a n d :  The N.C.B. have  found  160-180 M t o n s  of c c ~ a l  a t  W i t h a m  on t h e  
Netts. / L i n c s .  h a r d e r .  

ftourl i n  C o r n ~ ~ . l a l l  R.T.Z. have  g a i n e d  f c r l l  c o n t r o l  o f  W h e a l  C r o f t y  and  
W h e a l  P e n d a r v e s  Mines. The l a t t e r  i s  t c ~  be e:>:plored for- a  year .  tohen a 
d e c i s i c t r ~   ill b e  made can i t s  fl-rtcrt-.e. A t  S o c r t h  Crc t f ty  a programme o f  
r e f u r - b i s h m e n t  o f  C O C I ~ S  S h a f t  h a s  s t a r t e d  a n d  i t  i s  p l a n n e d  t o  d r i v e  a 
2.4 km.  d e c l i n e  f rom t h e  T u c k i n g m i l l  V a l l e y  t.co t h e  bott.com cof t h e  mine. 
Wcork con t in l . t e s  a t  W h e a l  J a n e  a n d  t h e  W h e a l  Maid d e c l i n e .  

Corn#.~!al l : Geevor- t i n  mines ,  St.. J u s t ,  a r e  e x t e n d i n g  a s u b - i n c l  i n e  
s h a f t  t c ~ . t h e  23 f m .  l e v e l  c ~ f  t h e  L e v a n t  mine.  They are alsco p l a n n i n g  
t o  l i n k  t h e  B o t a l l a c k  i n c l i n e  s h a f t .  w i t h  A l l e n s  s h a f t .  Ccrmplet.ion d a t e  
i s  1916 a n d  t h e  c o s t  f2.2m. 

T h e  C o n c o r d  M i l  l i n g  Ca. o f  E lackwa te r . ,  Cornl.uall h a s  announced  t h a t  it 
h a s  b o u g h t  t h e  Kernc~lfl T i n  L t d . ,  known as Tcolgus T i n  it w i l l  r1ol.l~ h e  
called Concord  Mine ra l  P r o e s s o r s  L t d .  The  cc~mpany p l a n s  t o  mcodet-mise 
t h e  m i  1 1  w h i l e  a t  t h e  "same t i m e  p r e s e r - v i n g  t h e  h i s t o r . i c a l  a s p e c t s  of 
t h e  site. 



I ( 

Wal es: Cl c~gal.\ Go ld  f l i r les  p. l .  c. are e:.:tcnding r a i l ,  c o m p r e s s e d  a i r  
se t - . v i ce s ,  e t c .  thr- .oughout t h e  mine.  Folloc!irrg t h e  r e m o v a l  o f  
sc tbs t . an t  i a l  ql-rant i t  ies o f  wa5t.e rock::, 1, 150 metres clf tt-.acl; h a v e  heen  
l a i d  alclng t h e  L l e c h f r a i  t h adj. t end  a l o n q  t.he Tyn C:nt-.1-1el ct-msscut.  a n d  
t.t-IF tl!!cl have  heer1 corl r lected by a 60 m e t r e  laddet--1.t.m~ OTI t h e  main I c ~ d e .  
T h e  cclmparty i s  YICII.I! i n  a p o s i t i c n  t o  s t a r t  a hcrll:: t e s t i n g  pt-agramme 
f t-.cam 15 a r e a s  !rndergrocrnd. 

The Vancc~uvet- b a s e d  I m p e r i a l  C:orpor-.at. ic1r1 h a s  s ta t -3 .ed  a emre  d r i  l l irlg 
pt-.ogt-.amme r11-1 Par .ys  Mc~lantairt, Ang le sey .  P r e v i o u s  wc~t-.\r by  ~ r~ the t - .  
cornparlies irlfet-. miner.a.1 r e se t -wes  o f  some 3 m  t.clr15 clf 0r.e gr-.ading 1C1% 
c o p p e r , l e a d  and  z i r t c  w i t h  2 ozs. p e r  tor1 s i l v e r .  I f  a d e c i s i c ~ n  tcl gel 
&head  i s  t a k e n  t h e n  a s h a f t . / d e l i n ~ -  col-rld b e  star--t .ed n e x t  year . .  FI 
f l .~r . ther .  3 yeatss d t - . i l l i n 9  wot-rld t h e n  h e  I - e q u i r e d  t o  pt-wve t h e  pt-.opet-33. 

TAt<INC; THE HIGH F:OAD. 

CFST member- A l a s t - a i r  L i n g s  h a s  t a l i en  a ...ich p r - c ~ s p e c t i n g  f o r -  g c ~ l d  i n  t . h e  
S c c l t t i s h  h igh la r ld s  w i t h  Enne:>; 1 n t e r . n a t i c l n a l  felt-. t h e  n e x t  fet.1~ mclnths. I 
was 11-rcky enol-tgt~ t o  b e  a h l e  t t : ~  see h i m  can h i s  Iway a t  t . h e  Ulls~.~!at.et-- 
C4enet-.a1 S t o r e s .  H e  Z C I C I ~ E . ~  a f i n e  s i g h t  s e t t i n q  c ~ f f  crp t h e  RI'. dt 'essed 
i r ~  bl-tcl:sl::is~s ai-td a n  o l d  10 gallclrl h a t  wit.h a small m c r l e  t r a i n  ladel-I 
d..lrlc.l~-~ w i t h  p a n n i n g  e q u i p m e n t  a)-td b e a d s  which he  h c ~ p e s  t c ~  tt-.a.de w i t h  t h e  
n a t i v e s .  Net s t r . a n g e r  t c ~  t h e  nc~madic  1.ua.y o f  l i f e  h e  h a s  o f t e n  beer! see)-I 
i i - I  t .he  p a s t  s t t - . i d i r ~ g  a c r c l s s  t .he Cumhr.ian fe l l s  ~.?lear . i r~g a blacl: :  p l a 5 t . i ~  
t e n t  1ul:lkirtg f o r .  b i g g e r .  a n d  d e e p e r  snut~! d r j .  f t . 5  t o  but-.y h i  S Lartd F;:c~vet-. 
i 1-1 . 
EEL1 CiIO!I!:; GOTHERING I14 THE LFIKES. 

Gat.1j.t-.day 1 8 t h  May sat!! var.ic11-r s C:AT memher.s a s semhl  e d  a t  C5.t. hedr .a l  IZave, 
Tilhet--t.h!l!ait.r t c ~  h e a r -  t . h e  gut-.cr o f  :3,F?.T. , Mahar . ishna Mahesh M i t . c h e l l  
pr-each t o  h i s  f l o c k .  H e  s a t .  ct-.i:~ss-legged c~rt a s t c ~ n e ,  h i s  shaver1 head 
artd ~ a f f r ~ i - I  h1)ltlilet-. s ~ i t .  r e f l ~ . ' c t . i l - t g  t h e  scrrts r a y s ,  ml-rt-.mc!r.ed sever.a.1 
t .antr- . i  c vet-.ses, ra5.t. h i s  ~ - . C I I - I ~ S  and  began .  "When yclu a re  as o l d  as m e ,  
Gr-.asshc~lpper.. . . "  FSft.et-. .;ever-.al mj.nut.es clf r . ec i t . i r tg  frctm t . he  h c ~ l i e s t .  of 
blzlaks "C:aviiig Pr - .ac t ice  a n d  Eqt-ripmei-tt" artd "Vent l - [ r ing l-lrtd~.t-~gt-~l:~cr~-~d" h e  
p e r f o r m e d  h i s  f i r s t  m i r a c l e  o f  t h e  day ,  h e  made a small demc~r~  
d i s a p p e a r ,  a n d  i t  m u s t  h e  s a i d ,  t h e  meet leader-. was n o t  s e e n  fcv- t h e  
u t t c l e  day .  hf te t - .  t h i s  h e  seemed r a t h e r  t i r e d  a n d  ?1!ithdr.e1~! t c ~  a rocl:: t.cl 
t a k e  s u s t e n a n c e .  F c ~ ~ ~ c ~ w ~ Y I ~  t h i s  h e  l e d  h i s  d i s c i p l e s  t o  a rclcky p l a c e  
artd t o l d  them t o  c a s t .  t h e m s e l v e s  o f f  irlt.cl a v o i d  2nd  t h a t .  t h e y  ~.t!ould 
nclt b e  h1.rr.t. Many w e r e  t - e l u c t a n t  h u t  d i d  s c ~  a n d  u!er--e rlclt harmed. 
G r a t e f u l  pt - .a ises  w e r e  t h e n  o f f e r e d  tcl t h e  gad P e t z l .  High spclt  of t h e  
a f t e r n o o n  was t h e  i r t d t~c t io l - I  of a rte1.o i n i t i a t e  tcl t h e  p a t h  of 
e r t l i g h t e n m e n t ,  L i z  from M i l l o m  Ijras c a s t  f rom E! h i g h  p l a c e  by t .he  yc.~gi 
h i m s e l f .  She  was n u t  harmed,  s u c h  u a s  t h e  pc~lwet-. elf t h e  demi-god. 
F i n a l l y  t h e  M a h a r i s h n a  t a u g h t  h i s  f l c ~ c k  ho1.0 tcl c l i m b  mag ic  rc lpes  irltcl 
t h e  h e a v e n s ,  mal-ty r e a c h e d  t h e  p l a t eac t  c ~ f  t r u e  h e a v e n 1  y h l  i ss, b e i n g  
a h l e  t o  p a s s  kn0t.s can t h e  tmy ( n c ~  small f e a t ) .  The  d a y  I r l a s  rclcrnded o f f  
by  t h e  dt--inl<ing of a p ~ t i u r t  w i t h  m a g i c a l  p r .ope t - t i e s  at. a I-lear-by 

t e m p l e .  

CHWFIEANC TRI P. 

FIs yc11-r l ~ ! i l l  see from ysl-rr meets l i s t  a CFIT c h a r a h a n c  o u t i n g  i s  he i r tg  
o r g a n i s e d  n e a r  C h r i s t m a s .  F i r s t  s t o p  w i  l l  b e  t h e  Sal f o r d  f l i r t i ng  Ml-rseum 
which  i s  a r ~  e x c e l l e r l t .  small museum devct ted t o  t h e  c o a l  i n d u s t r y .  A s  
k l e l l  as t h e  more u s u a l  ' g l a s s  c a s e '  e:y::hihits i t  c o n t a i n s  a small 
r e c c ~ n s t r t - r c t i m  of a mine  a n d  a p i t  tclp. L a t e r  WE t o i l l  v i s i t  *he N c ~ r t h  
Wester--n Ml-rsel-lm c ~ f  S c i e n c e  a n d  I n d u s t r y  irt Manchestet-., which  a l t h o u g h  
nmt s p e c i f i c a l l y  d e v o t e d  t o  m i n i n g  h a s  many e x c e l l e n t  e x h i b i t s  tzln many 
indcrs t t - . ies  which have  h e e n  o p e r a t i n g  i n  t h e  N o r t h  West. Any members 
w i s h i n g  tcl d o  some C h r i s t m a s  s h o p p i n g  can  m i s s  c ~ u t  can t h i s  s e c o n d  h i t  
as i t  i s  q u i t e  c l o s e  t c ~  t h e  c e n t r e  o f  t h e  tc11.m. Nc~n-memher.s are  
welcome s c ~  b r i n g  y o u r  f r i e n d s .  S p e c i f i c  d e t a i l s   ill h e  p u b l i s h e d  irt 
t h e  n e x t  n e u s l e t t e r .  I I 



r h P T  1171\1 I:'~:IMF'ET l: T'I ON. 

5 1 1 -  1 . 1 1  5F.P 4-'t-.1:1m t . h e  r n~e ' t s  li.51: t . h i 5  i s  rlcr{rt-.irlg 1.1.1itt-1 sclme 
ft-.eql.re~-~cy 111111. becltlme C:AT1s n e x t  lclng t e r m  pt--lz~-iect. T h e  r.ri~.~~arcts u f  
s e t t . i l - 1 9  t.hr.cll-!gh  ill hrj c c ~ n s i . c l e r . a h l e ,  1 . t . e  w i l l  be s h l e  +.cl h c l l d l ~ ~  q~ 
whet-.e r11:t mmsl-I h a s  gctr~e be fc~ t - . e ,  loell n r ~ t  fc~t-.  q u i t e  a fe1.1.1 yeat-s  anyl!!ay. 

A s  t-eprlt--ted i l-I  ar-I earlier. neI!!slett.l=.t-. sevet- .a1 membet-.S h s v e  a d i g  g c ~ j . n ~  
neat-- f i l s t o n ,  i t  i s  s t i l l  nclt. c o m p l e t e  h u t  I h a v e  managed  trt t .? lhe~.dle  
r.rlme ir~fr~r.mat. i l :~n C I I ~ ! ~ .  ctf lrlne ctf t . h r  digget-.S b y  hc~.yj.ng him 1clt.s o f  
d t - i n k s  a n d  a p p l y i n g  many t h t - . e a t s .  I l c t s t  i n t e t - e s t  when ?I.lar. t.olc! ?.hat. 
* h e  e n t r a n c e  i s  n e c k  d e e p  a r ~ d  t . h i s  c m - ~ t i n u e s  for-. neat--l  y 50C) g d s  when a 
c l i m h  irrtcl some f l a t s  p t - .ovides  s. dt-iet-. r u c ! t e  t n  t h e i r .  p t - -es~i! -~t  d i g  
!?lhich i s  b e i n g  t-.at.het-. " d i f f i c l . r l t " .  S e v e r a l  in t . e t - . e s t . ing  at- . t . i fs . r? .s  h a v e  
b e e n  fi~l.lnd i ~ - ~ c l ~ . l d i n g  S. l c ~ c a l  newspapet-.  ft-.lr.lm t .he  t.~.tt-r~ ~f t h e  centl.\t--9, 
clr~g.;, ~ . o I : : I ~ L . ,  t ~ - ~ . h s ,  e t c .  El.\t. b e s t .  c ~ f  a l l ,  a s m a l l  ha l -~d c r ~ t s h i r r g  m i l l  
i n  q ~ ~ i t e  C J I Z I I ~ ~  corldi t iclr t  h a s  b e e n  fctur~d. ,  u n f o r . t c r n a t . e l y  it.s p l s s i t i o n  
ma.b:ec, it. a b i t  al.~.~I::l.~.~arrl t . c ~  mclve. Watch t . h i s  s p a c e . .  . 
1RIE;H EYES ARE SMIL.!Nil;. 

T h e  pt--crpased CAT er : : r~t - . s j .nr~  t . ~  t . h e  emet-.aid i s l e  i n  1988 appear-+S tr-I hhave 
.keen  g r - e e t e d  w i t h  more  p e o p l e  i n t e r - e s t e d  t .han  I f i r s t  i m a g i n e d .  I t .  may 
nr_w fie r1ecessar .y  t o  h a v e  a. mir- l ibus  tcl cart-.y t h e  p e r s p l e  arlcl 3. van  for-, 
t . h e  gear.. The  pt-.12posed t - .c~ute  ~.t!ill t a k e  i n  F l v ~ ~ ~ c a ,  t h e  Wicklctw mctc-tntairis 
a n d  i f  t i m e  a1lol.l.l~ s. t v i p  doi.1.1n t . c~  Clr~unty Cr~t--1:: f o r .  a ~~. la l l . r tw i n  t h e  
. p a r a d i s e  c ~ f  A l  l i h i e s .  P l e a s e  c o n t a c t  CD.-l f o b - .  f u r t h e r  d e t . a i  l s e t c .  



- 
by McF 

The work meet a t  Ding Dong, o n  t h e  2 6 t h  o f  J a n u a r y ,  was w e l l  a t t e n d e d .  
We succeeded  i n  p o s i t i o n i n g  t h e  i r o n  t r a p d o o r  o n  t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  access p i p e s .  
T h i s  t r a p d o o r ,  o r  g r i l l e ,  was made f rom 3" s t ee l  b a r  by o u r  t r a p d o o r s m i t h ,  Mike 
M i t c h e l l ,  and  is a t  p r e s e n t  j u s t  b o l t e d  down f o r  w e  haven't g o t  round t o  p u r c h a s i n g  
a l o c k .  The  Ding Dong p r o j e c t  i s  now n e a r i n g  c o m p l e t i o n ;  a l l  t h a t  r e m a i n s  i s  t o  
b a c k f i l l  t h e  s h a f t  a r o u n d  t h e  a c c e s s  p i p e  w i t h  r u b b l e  f rom t h e  Derby P i t  s p o i l  
heap ,  work t h a t  w i l l  commence 'as  soon  as t h e  g round  is f i r m  and  d r y .  

And as Ding Dong e n d s ,  s o  a n o t h e r  m a j o r  p r o j e c t  looms o n  t h e  h o r i z o n .  
I n  F e b r u a r y  work began  on  mucking o u t  H o r s e  C r a g  L e v e l ,  which  o n c e  d r a i n e d  t h e  
T i l b e r t h w a i t e  c o p p e r  mines .  Hor se  C r a g  L e v e l  is  3 , 2 4 0  f e e t  l o n g ,  h a s  i ts  p o r t a l  
c l o s e  t o  t h e  T i l b e r t h w a i t e  c a r p a r k ,  and  e n d s  i n  a b l i n d  h e a d i n g  a t  t h e  f o o t  o f  
t h e  T i l b e r t h w a i t e  S h a f t .  Four  members, C.D. J o n e s ,  C.H. J o n e s ,  Wickenden and  m y s e l f ,  
have  been down t h e  s h a f t  and a l o n g  t h e  l e v e l  t o  whe re  i t  sumps t o  t h e  r o o f ,  a b o u t  
h a l f  way a l o n g  t h e  g i l l .  The p l a n  i s  t o  c l e a r  a m a s s i v e  c o l l a p s e  f rom t h e  a d i t  end 
and release t h e  water, t h i s  s h o u l d  g i v e  u s  a c c e s s  t o  a d e a l  o f  new ground and  
c r e a t e  a n  enormous t h r o u g h - t r i p  i n t o  t h e  b a r g a i n .  T h e r e  i s  much work t o  b e  done ;  
t h e  c o l l a p s e  l i es  i n  bad ground j u s t  t o  t h e  s o u t h  o f  Penny Rigg Q u a r r y  a n d  when 
mucked o u t  w i l l  h a v e  t o  be  t i m b e r e d .  F o u r t e e n  members t u r n e d  up  f o r  t h e  i n i t i a l  
d i g  and good p r o g r e s s  was made, r e s u l t i n g  i n  a s t e a d y  f l o w  o f  water p e r c u l a t i n g  
t h r o u g h  t h e  f a l l  and  washing  c l a y  and small s t o n e s  w i t h  it. 

The s e v e n t e e n t h  o f  March w a s  o n e  o f  t h o s e  funny  s o r t  o f  
d a y s ,  a n o t h e r  o f  t h o s e  m y s t e r y  ensh rouded  o c c a s i o n s  when 
( b e c a u s e  you h a v e n ' t  t u r n e d  up )  you t r y  t o  f i n d  o u t  what  
went  on  b u t  r e c e i v e  c o n f l i c t i n g  a c c o u n t s  f rom e v e r y o n e  you 
app roach .  Thank h e a v e n s  my man i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  my e v e r  depend- 
a b l e  f o r e i g n  c o r r e s p o n d e n t ,  was t h e r e  t o  j o t  down t h i s  eye-  
w i t n e s s  r e p o r t .  Ronn ie  C a l v i n  R.M. ( t h e  R i g h t  Honourab le  
Member f o r  Hensingham) t y p e d  t h i s  r e l i a b l e  b u l l e t i n  and  

CALVIN 'S  had it d e l i v e r e d  by c a r r i e r  p i g e o n  b e f o r e  t h e  d u s t  s e t t l e d  
on  Newlands V a l l e y .  Over t o  you ,  Ronnie.  .. . . ... 

Six  members meet up a t  S t a i r  v i l l a g e .  I n o t i c e d  a l o t  o f  movement between 
the  veh ic les ,  maps, secre t  papers being passed about, a l l  very hush hush. 
Then watches synchronized we se t  o f  f o r  Newlands, t h r e e  veh ic les  pa rk ing  
alongside go ld  scope mine. C.A.T. ' S  own wa lk ing  May Pole and today ' s  Meet 
Leader, I a n  Tyl er, sp l  i t s  us i n t o  two groups. D. B1 undel l , as some o f  you 
now know,,works as an under-cover agent f o r  t h e  f a s t  x t r a c t i o n  group t h a t ' s  
moved i n t o  t h e  Coledale area and myself ,  who now ac ts  as t h e  i n t e r p r e t e r  
f o r  C.A.T. when they  are i n  West Curnbria, and I a n  Ty le r .  The r e s t  w i l l  
a t t ack  Dale Head mine. I thought he was jokSng a t  f i r s t  bu t  when i saw 
Major M. M i tche l  l take  what looked l i k e  a bunch o f  2" mortars out  o f  h i s  
h a l f  t r a c k  t r u c k  p l u s  h i s  ammunition boxes, I knew t h e y  meant business 
up the re  at Dale Head. We moved c a u t i o u s l y  up t h e  t r a c k  and above t h e  
c l imb ing  hut .  We met up w i t h  B r igad ie r  Flemi ng and h i  S batman, Corporal 
Weeb outs ide  t h e i r  command truck. B r i g a d i e r  Fleming then inspects us and 
checks t h a t  Major M i t c h e l l  has s u f f i c i e n t  ammunition. He then spots my 
f a v o u r i t e  d igg ing  shovel, T h e  one I got  f o r  my b i r t h d a y .  Be1 lowing h i s  
orders ou t ,  "Hand me t h a t  shovel, i t ' s  f a r  t o o  good f o r  t h e  l i k e s  o f  you 
Pr iva tes ,  and he lp  us hump our gear f a r t h e r  up t h e  v a l l e y ! "  Moving o f f ,  
we soon come across a we1 l ca~ouf,l.ayed Land Rover. Caut ious ly  we check 
around,. F o r l a y i  ng beside t h e  f r o n t  wheel S was Lance Corporal ti ng ' S heavy 
machine gun and ammunition (why had he l e f t  i t ) .  Obviously, he had been 
surpr ised by  t h e  enemy and h c m a d e  a f a s t  r e t r e a t  up t o  DaleHead, Travel  l i n g  
l i g h t  t o  avoid de tec t ion ,  we l e f t  t h e  small detachment o f  C.A.T. Special  
S.A.S. members, above Cast le  Nook. 



It brought a  lump t o  your  t h r o a t ,  watching those h e a v i l y  laden brave men. 
Short handed but  s t i l l  determined t o  take  Dale Head mine, even though t h e i r  
rou te  was blocked by heavy snow. We go t  s tuck i n t o  d i g g i n g  what was s t a r t  i n ?  

t o  look  l i ke a  gun emplacement , when we came under ve ry  heavy and susta ined 
Snow Bal l f i r e  f rom I a n  T y l e r  and daughter Ka t i e .  Dave Blundel l rece ived 
a  d i r e c t  h i t  t o  h i  S arm and head. This o n l y  l e f t  two able-bodied men on 
the  d ig ,  a l though B lunde l l  was su f fe r ing  f rom l o s s  of b lood and shock. He go t  
h i s  Ac t ion  Man p i c k  ou t  o f  h i s  handbag and c a r r i e d  on w i t h  t h e  d i g .  It was then 
t h e  d i g  rece ived a  d i r e c t  h i t  and t h e  f r o n t  and s ides f e l l  i n ,  complete ly  
b lock ing  t h e  d ig .  But who should come along, none o t h e r  than C.A.T.s own 
(spec ta to r )  A lp ine  Cram and h i s  Minder. He then t o l d  us about t h e  u n s e l f i s h  
way t h a t  Major M i t c h e l l  had s p l i t  away f rom t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  Dale Head p a r t y  
t o  engage t h e  enemy and draw them away f rom Dale Head mine. 

It was about an hour l a t e r  t h a t  he was ab le  t o  j o i n  up w i t h  B r i g a d i e r  
Fleming's- group, a f t e r  what one can o n l y  descr ibe  as a  he ro ' s  ac t ion .  
A lp ine  Cram sa id  he would l i k e  t o  he lp  us w i t h  t h e  d i g  b u t  t hey  were no t  
dressed f o r  d igg ing  and besides "we have t o  meet some ve ry  impor tan t  people 
down t h e  va l  l ey" ( I d i d n  ' t  know t h e  Maf ia were i n t o  New1 ands) . We move 
over t o  l ook  a t  some o l d  t r a i l s  and s h a f t s  i n  near B r o a d g i l l .  Some very  
l a r g e  boulders are moved f rom t h e  d i g .  This  i s  a good way t o  s t a r t  a  he rn ia  
o f f ,  then we s h i f t  a  load o f  muck ou t  b u t  t ime  i s  bea t i ng  us. 

I t ' s  5.30 p.m. and t h e  c o l d  i s  s t a r t i n g  t o  g e t  i n t o  us. We make our  way 
back t o  t h e  veh ic les  b u t  n o t  home. We w a i t  t i l l  7 p.m. be fo re  we see t h e  
l i g h t s  o f  our Dale Head group descending safe ly .  

The 2" m o r t a r s  c a r r i e d  by Major M i t c h e l l  were i n  f a c t  l e n g t h s  o f  
s c a f f o l d i n g  t u b e  t o  be f i t t e d  t o g e t h e r  as a May P o l e  on a r r i v a l  a t  Da le  Head 
Mine - s h a f t  c l i m b i n g ,  f o r  t h e  u s e  o f .  By a l l  a c c o u n t s  t h i s  team s c a l e d  a r i se  
i n  t h e  upper  l e v e l  and  won i n t o  unexp lo red  ground.  Means most  d a n g e r o u s  a n d  f o u l  
were employed t o  g e t  up t h e  r ise,  i l l u m i n a t i n g  t h e  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  and  l a c k  o f  res- 
p e c t  f o r  l i f e  and l i m b  some members o f  t h i s  o r g a n i s a t i o n  p o s s e s s .  The May P o l e  w a s  
n o t  l o n g  enough,  i n  f a c t  someone s a i d  i t  w a s  a b o u t  t w e n t y - f i v e  f e e t  t o o  s h o r t ,  s o  
it w a s  h o i s t e d  up as f a r  as p o s s i b l e ,  jammed i n  a c r a c k ,  and  used  a g a i n .  The 
l e n g t h s  f o l k  w i l l  go  t o  j u s t  t o  g e t  a ment ion  i n  t h e  Newsletter ....... 

I c o u l d  g o  t o  town a n d  write reams a b o u t  t h e  C a d a l e _  Moor s la te  
q u a r r i e s ,  b u t ,  s a d l y  aware of  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  reams o f  s la te  q u a r r y i n g  l i t e r a t u r e  
would i n d u c e  s l e e p  i n t o  t h e  minds  o f  most  normal  f o l k ,  I s h a l l  c u r b  my e n t h u s i a s m  
a n d  c o n c e n t r a t e  on t h e  more s e e d i e r  d e t a i l s  o f  t h e  meet. The 3 0 t h  o f  March w a s  
a bad day ,  n o t  o n l y  d i d  i t  b u c k e t  down from dawn t o  d u s k ,  b u t  b e c a u s e  o f  a n  ad- 



ministrative blunder in the otherwise super-slick mechanics of this society, the 
lay-by in which we were supposed to meet had also been chosen by the elders of 
the Ullswater Fox Hounds as their mustering point. Confusion reigned. By the time 
we had sorted out miners from dogs the rain was falling like cats and vixens 
and spirits were wavering. Unperturbed, Mitchell set off up the fell followed by 
Lings, Merrin, Moore, McFadzean, Jones, Dido, Bendigo, Towser, Bonny Lass and 
Bellman. It was to be a day of mishaps, a calamitous venture into the mountain 
wilderness of Patterdale. 

First victim was the C.A.T. doctor, Merrin, who wandered off into the 
mist and - we learnt afterwards - walked round in circles for nearly an hour. His 
absence was first noted up at the quarries when Mitchell said: "What's happened 
to that funny chap who was wearing a surgical glove on the top of his head?" An 
immediate search and rescue was organised (Mitchell in his element at this juncture) 
and the hapless doctor located in the highest quarry. "Bloody hell," said Mitchell 
under his breath when the fuss died down, "If he can get lost in a simple spot 
like this then I wouldn't want him fumbling in my intestines." 

The upper quarries at Caudale Moor date back to the 1830s and poss- 
ibly earlier, while the lower group, the ones we were about to investigate, were 
worked from the turn of the century up to the Great War, then again during the 
1930s. The lower group are all close-head quarries (slate mines) and accessible 
only by abseiling down a shaft. Three levels have been driven, Grisenthwaite's, 
Jock's, and Brownlee's, but they have run at the entrances. On a previous visit 
to the quarries several years ago (torrential rain that day, too) we abseiled part 
way down the shaft to the highest level, Grisenthwaite's, and spent several happy 
hours exploring, it being quite extensive. The plan this time was to abseil the 
100' right down to Brownlee's Level. 

Jonsey went first. Now it's not often I sing the praises of Mr C.D.J. 
but credit where credit's due, on this occasion he performed quite gallantly, 
abseiling into a waterfall and clad only in his fellwalking gear. Whether this 
was intentional, I know not, but everyone was reasonably impressed. The only 
drawback was that we were expected to follow. Now, slate mines are usually dry, 
cosy places with perhaps a puddle or two on the floor, and expecting Brownlee's 
Level to be nothing out of the ordinary we had dressed in breeches and woolly 
jumpers. The bottom forty feet of the shaft was a torrent of water and there was 
no avoiding it; what possessed Jonesy to abseil into it I cannot fathom. The shaft 
opened out into a fine close-head, in a very stable condition, and with good slate 
metal showing in the roof and walls. There was a wagon still standing on its rails 
and an excellent turntable at a four-way rail junction. A very interesting place 
and little frequented, though Mitchell had been down many years ago. 

If I said the Easter meet in Scotland was a raging success then I 
would perhaps be exaggerating. If, on the other hand, I said it was the most 
abysmal, depressing, soul-destroying, barrel-scraping, what-in-God's-name-are-we- 
doing-in-this-place, type meet I have ever attended in the short though prolific 
life of this society, it would be nearer the truth. The weather was grey and 
drizzly, the mines bulldozed off the face of the earth, the beer .... well I won't 
describe the beer, the campsite £2050 per night, the ground lumpy, the natives 
hostile, and the showers cold. The only warming thought which consoled us during 
this treck into the Sub-Roman nether regions of Galloway was that it was extremely 
unlikely we would be accosted by an irate Welsh farmer, an event which appears to 
be traditional on our Easter trips. High point of the weekend was when Alistair 
Lings removed his clothes and waded across the river Fleet wearing nought but a 
hard hat, and Oldham lamp, and a badge proclaiming he was a member of the Young 
Conservatives, for what reason - other than to scare the salmon - we know not. 

Our campsite was on the outskirts of Newton Stewart, an iron-age 
settlement and stronghold of the Romano-British kingdom of Rheged, a picturesque 
remnant of more barbaric times though still suffering, apparently, from Pictish 
incursions and slave-gathering raids from Ulster and Connaught. Jonesy and I, 
being the first members to arrive, pitched our tents in the smouldering remins 
of a hut circle, and so as not to appear conspicuous, smeared ourselves with blue 
paint, a fashion which seems to be all the rage in those parts. During the after- 
noon, the day being Good Friday, we were joined by Lings and Blundell who boosted 



o u r  numbers t o  f o u r  - t h e  f u l l  complement - and i n  t h e  e v e n i n g ,  i n  t h e  glow o f  
t h e  B e l t a n e  f i r e s  a n d  t h e  t h u d  of  t h e  drums f rom t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  f o r e s t s  a n d  h i l l s ,  
w e  f o r d e d  t h e  C r e e  a n d  e n t e r e d  t h e  wooden s t o c k a d e  of  Newton S t e w a r t  t o  s a m p l e  
t h e  l e g e n d a r y  w a t e r - o f - l i f e  t h e  l o c a l s  are s a i d  t o  d i s t i l  f rom t h e  dew-soaked 
h e a t h e r .  

We were r a t h e r  i m p r e s s e d  by some o f  t h e  q u a i n t  cus toms  which  are 
r e g u l a r l y  e n a c t e d  i n  t h e  d r i n k i n g - h o u s e s ;  a p o p u l a r  example ,  p r a c t i s e d  m a i n l y  by 
t h e  o l d e r  g e n e r a t i o n  a n d  honed t o  p e r f e c t i o n  by t h e  d e d i c a t e d  few,  is t o  s t a n d  i n  
t h e  c e n t r e  of  a room, b o t t l e  i n  o n e  hand and c a p  i n  t h e  o t h e r ,  g a r b l e  some a n c i e n t  
C e l t i c  war-cry ,  t u m b l e  o v e r  backwards  and n o t  move a m u s c l e  f o r  t h e  r e m a i n d e r  o f  
t h e  e v e n i n g .  We were a l s o  i m p r e s s e d  w i t h  t h e  f e a t s  o f  d a r i n g  per formed by t h e  
younger  men who were a p t  t o  d a s h  b o l d l y  a c r o s s  crowded rooms,  k n o c k i n g  down ad- 
v e r s a r i e s  w i t h  t h e i r  r i g h t  h a n d s  w h i l e  c l a s p i n g  t h e i r  l e f t  h a n d s  f i r m l y  o v e r  t h e i . r  
mouths ,  no  d o u b t  t o  s t i f l e  t h e  h i d e o u s  b a t t l e - c r y  i n e v i t a b l y  u t t e r e d  a s  t h e y  b u r s t  
d r a m a t i c a l l y  i n t o  t h e  c o l d  a n d  d r i z z l e  of  t h e  n i g h t .  

Having  a k e e n  ear,  as w e l l  as a n  o b s e r v a n t  e y e ,  I would l i k e  t o  t a k e  
t h i s  c h a n c e  o f  s c r i b b l i n g  a few n o t e s  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  a r c h a i c  l a n g u a g e  s t i l l  p rev -  
a l e n t  amongst  t h e  i n d i g e n o u s  p o p u l a t i o n .  A f t e r  s p e n d i n g  s e v e r a l  n i g h t s  w a n d e r i n g  
w i t h i n  t h e  c o n f i n e s  o f  t h e  town,  and  i n d u l g i n g  i n  c r y p t i c  c o n v e r s a t i o n  w i t h  a 
one-eyed,  one-armed, one - l egged  man who a t t a c h e d  h i m s e l f  t o  Alis tair  L i n g s ,  I f e e l  
I c a n  s p e a k  w i t h  some a u t h o r i t y  o n  t h e  s u b j e c t ,  The l a n g u a g e ,  u sed  e x t e n s i v e l y  
amongst  t h e  l o w e r  o r d e r s ,  is  a C e l t i c  d i a l e c t  o f  B r y t h o n i c  - as opposed  ' t o  
G o i d e l i c  - e x t r a c t i o n  a n d  is a k i n  t o  Old Welsh,  C o r n i s h ,  a n d  t h e  C e l t i c  d i a l e c t s  
o f  B r i t t a n y ;  o n e  would h a v e  supposed  it t o  be  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  G o i d e l i c  t o n g u e s  o f  
I r e l a n d  a n d  t h e  S c o t t i s h  H i g h l a n d s ,  Galloway b e i n g  i n  c l o s e  p r o x i m i t y  t o  t h e s e  
p l a c e s ,  b u t  n o ,  it is as  B r y t h o n i c  as t h e  s i l v e r  t o n g u e  o f  T a l i e s i n  and  p r o b a b l y  
h a i l s  b a c k  t o  t h e  times o f  t h e  mass f o l k  movements i n s t i g a t e d  by t h e  Roman u s u r p e r  
Maximus. Al low me t o  i l l u s t r a t e  w i t h  a few b r i e f  examples :  GIES A N N I D A  Y I N  YA BASSA, 
is  a p o l i t e  r e q u e s t  f o r  a r e f r e s h i n g  d r i n k ;  WY-DONCHA PASSOFF BAKTAE INGLAND, a n  
e n q u i r y  as t o  how l o n g  v i s i t o r s  f rom England are l i k e l y  t o  s t a y  i n  t h e  v i s c i n i t y ;  
and  GROOTMAHWAY YA PLUDDI IMBASEEL, t h e  u t t e r a n c e  o f  a f e m a l e  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  p l a y  
p o o l  i n  a crowded b a r .  

I must  a p o l o g i s e  f o r  s t r a y i n g  s o  f a r  f rom t h e  s u b j e c t  b u t  you must  
a d m i t  i t ' s  n o t  e v e r y  m i n i n g  c l u b  n e w s l e t t e r  t h a t  g i v e s  i ts  r e a d e r s  s u c h  f a s c i n a t -  
i n g  i n s i g h t s  i n t o  t h e  c u l t u r e s  o f  e x o t i c  peop le s .  I would l i k e  t o  t h i n k  you h a v e  
a l l  b e n e f i t e d  f rom t h i s  b r i e f  i n t e r l u d e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h o s e  amongst  you who have  
n e v e r  d a r e d  t o  v e n t u r e  t o  t h e  pagan g l e n s  of  Newton S t e w a r t .  

We v i s i t e d  a g r e a t  many mines  d u r i n g  t h e  E a s t e r  b r e a k  b u t  found  t h a t  
most  o f  them, u s u a l l y  t h o s e  s i t u a t e d  on F o r e s t r y  Commision l a n d ,  had  been b u l l d o z e d  
o f f  t h e  f a c e  o f  t h e  e a r t h ,  b u i l d i n g s ,  a d i t s ,  s h a f t s ,  t h e  l o t .  Two m i n e s ,  b a r y t e s ,  
had been  b l o c k e d  u p  a n d  u t i l i s e d  as fa rm water s u p p l i e s ,  o t h e r s  w e  c o u l d  f i n d  no  
trace o f  a t  a l l .  S a t u r d a y  was  t h e  o n l y  day wor th  m e n t i o n i n g ,  t h e  r e m a i n i n g  d a y s  
p r o d u c i n g  l i t t l e  o f  i n t e r e s t  w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  F r i d a y  a f t e r n o o n ,  when w e  p a i d  
a v i s i t  t o  t h e  m i n e r a l  museum a t  Creetown. 

F i r s t  s t o p  on S a t u r d a y  morning w a s  t h e  m a s s i v e  g r a n i t e  q u a r r y  east 
o f  Cree town ,  owned by t h e  S c o t t i s h  G r a n i t e  Company and worked f o r  monumental s t o n e  
and  a g g r e g a t e s .  It was e n l i g h t e n i n g  t o  n o t e  how t h e  huge  b l o c k s  of  monumental 
s t o n e  w e r e  . s p l i t  by hand r e a d y  f o r  t h e  saws - a series o f  h o l e s ,  p e r h a p s  
f i f t e e n  o r  t w e n t y ,  were d r i l l e d  a round  t h e  b l o c k ,  s i x  i n c h e s  deep  and  t h e  same 
d i s t a n c e  a p a r t .  S l u g  a n d  f e a t h e r s  ( p l u g ,  o r  s t o p e  and  f e a t h e r s )  were i n s e r t e d  i n .  
t h e  h o l e s  and  hammered till t h e  b l o c k  s p l i t  a l o n g  t h e  d e s i r e d  p l a n e .  A v e r y  l a b o r -  
i o u s  method o f  w o r k i n g ,  c o n s i d e r i n g  t h a t  a good c l o g  o f  Cumbrian s l a te ,  b e c a u s e  
o f  i ts  i n h e r e n t c a p l b i l i t y  t o  r i v e ,  r e q u i r e s  j u s t  one  s l u g  h o l e  t o  s p l i t  i t  p e r f e c t l y .  



The a g g r e g a t e  s t o n e  was, o f  c o u r s e ,  blown t o  s m i t h e r e e n s ,  c a r t e d  a c r o s s  t h e  main 
r o a d  by a  f l e e t  o f  Volvo dumpers and  t i p p e d  i n t o  t h e  yawning maw o f  a j a w  c r u s h e r .  

P i b b l e  Mine i s  a b o u t  t h r e e  miles n o r t h  o f  Cree town - i f  you f o l l o w  
t h e  r i g h t  t r a c k  - and  i s  s i t u a t e d  h i g h  on t h e  s l o p e s  o f  a h e a t h e r y  h i l l .  Now w e  
were q u i t e  t a k e n  w i t h  P i b b l e ,  t h o u g h t  i t  was a m r v e l l o u s  p l a c e ,  and a g r e e d  t h a t  w e  
would n o t  h e s i t a t e  t o  r e t u r n  and e x p l o r e  i t  p r o p e r l y  a t  some later  d a t e .  Its most  
d r a m a t i c  f e a t u r e  is  t h e  r u i n  o f  a beam e n g i n e  house  - t h e  las t  t h i n g  you would 
e x p e c t  t o  f i n d  i n  t h i s  d e s o l a t e  p l a c e ;  t h e r e  are a l s o  t h e  r e m a i n s  o f  a b o i l e r  h o u s e ,  
a n d ,  f u r t h e r  down t h e  h i l l ,  a f a i r l y  l a r g e  wa te rwhee l  p i t .  Both t h e  e n g i n e  h o u s e  
and t h e  waterwheel  s e r v e d  t h e  s h a f t s  and  l e v e l s  o f  t h e  lower  mine.  

The uppe r  mine was worked by two,  o r  p o s s i b l y  t h r e e ,  l e v e l s  d r i v e n  
a l o n g  t h e  NW-SE v e i n ,  w i t h  a c o n n e c t i n g  s h a f t  somewhere i n  t h e  r e g i o n  o f  a hundred  
f e e t  deep .  J o n e s  and  myse l f  e x p l o r e d  t h e  l o w e s t  l e v e l ,  e n t e r i n g  a l a r g e  s t o p e  
a f t e r  wading a l o n g  a p a s s a g e  c h e s t - d e e p  i n  water. A t  t h e  end  o f  t h e  s t o p e  (where  
your  i n t r e p i d  r e p o r t e r  i n a d v e r t a n t l y  t o p p l e d  backwards  i n t o  a n  o r e  hoppe r )  w e  
b roke  i n t o  t h e  f o o t  o f  t h e  c o n n e c t i n g  s h a f t  t hough  were d e t e r r e d  f rom p r o g r e s s i n g  
f u r t h e r  f o r  L i n g s  and B l u n d e l l ,  many f a t h o m s  above  u s ,  were d i s l o d g i n g  r o c k s  i n  
a n  e f f o r t  t o  g u e s s  t h e  s h a f t ' s  d e p t h .  

The t o p  l e v e l  o f f e r s  some s c o p e  f o r  s e r i o u s  e x p l o r a t i o n .  A t  o n e  t i m e  
i t  f o l l o w e d  t h e  v e i n  on i n t o  t h e  h i l l  b u t  t h e  f l o o r  h a s  f a l l e n  away, l e a v i n g  a 
yawning s t o p e  j u s t  w i t h i n  t h e  e n t r a n c e .  The c o l l a r  of  t h e  c o n n e c t i n g  s h a f t  i s  
s i t u a t e d  r i g h t  o u t s i d e  t h e  l e v e l  e n t r a n c e  and a l t h o u g h  sound enough i s  a h a z a r d  
t o  w a l k e r s  f o r  i t  is n o t  f e n c e d .  The r a i l w a y  s l e e p e r  c a p p i n g  h a s  r o t t e d  e x t e n s i v e l y  
and t h i s  r a t h e r  i n c r e a s e s  t h e  d a n g e r .  / 

The n e x t  mine ,  i f  it was a mine a t  a l l ,  l a y  s e c r e t e d  i n  v e r d a n t  under-  
growth  on t h e  banks  o f  t h e  F l e e t .  Accord ing  t o  t h e  mass o f  documents and  b u l g i n g  
p o r t a b l e  f i l i n g  c a b i n e t s  b r o u g h t  a l o n g  by o u r  t r a v e l l i n g  a r c h i v i s t ,  Dave B l u n d e l l ,  
t h e r e  s h o u l d  have  been  no mine w i t h i n  s e v e r a l  miles o f  t h e  p l a c e ;  y e t  L i n g s  had 
a £1.99 AA r o a d  a t l a s  h e  bought  f rom a second-hand book s h o p  i n  Appleby which  h e  
a r g u e d ,  q u i t e  d e f i a n t l y ,  d e p i c t e d  on  i ts  dog-eared p a g e s  a mine o f  i n c r e d i b l e  
magni tude .  So  t o  a p p e a s e  t h e  c h a p  w e  a q u i r e d  p e r m i s s i o n  f rom a f a r m e r  t o  cross h i s  
f i e l d  ( a c t u a l l y ,  a s l u r r y  p i t  w i t h  cows and  r o c k s  s t i c k i n g  th rough  i t )  and wandered 
down t h e  g l e n  t o  t h e  brackened banks  o f  t h e  F l e e t .  "Where 's  t h e  mine?" we a s k e d .  
"Ah," s a i d  L i n g s ,  "It must be  on  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  o f  t h e  r i v e r , "  and w i t h  t h a t  h e  
r i p p e d  o f f  h i s  c l o t h e s ,  t h r u s t  h i s  h a t  on h i s  head  and l e a p e d  i n t o  t h e  w a t e r .  I 
must  admi t  t h e  man d e s e r v e s  some c r e d i t  f o r  t h e  r i v e r  was i n  s p a t e  and t h e  sa lmon 
were  b i t i n g .  He r e t u r n e d  some m i n u t e s  l a te r ,  g a b b l i n g  a b o u t  two l e v e l s  h e  d i s c o v e r e d  
i n  t h e  undergrowth .  Whether ,  i n  f a c t ,  t h e r e  w a s  a n y t h i n g  t h e r e  o n l y  Alistair L i n g s  
knows. 

The l as t  mine o f  t h e  day  was c a l l e d  Dromore. I w i l l  men t ion  it o n l y  
b r i e f l y  f o r  we s p e n t  t h r e e  h o u r s  s e a r c h i n g  f o r  i t ,  h a v i n g  d i s c o v e r e d  t h a t  t h e  
map r e f e r e n c e  i n  o n e  o f  B l u n d e r ' s  m a n u s c r i p t s  was s e v e r a l  d i g i t s  t o  t h e  wind.  



Dromore Mine i s  a m i l e  f u r t h e r  n o r t h  t h a n  i t  s h o u l d  b e .  We a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  s i t e  
i n  t h e  f a d i n g  l i g h t  o f  d u s k  a n d  had a  q u i c k  l o o k  a b o u t .  T h e r e  a r e  t h r e e  f a i r l y  
l a r g e  s p o i l  h e a p s  on  t h e  f e l l s i d e  a n d  two o f  t h e  l e v e l s  a r e  o p e n ;  r e m a i n s  o f  
b u i l d i n g s  a n d  c r u s h i n g  a r r a n g e m e n t s  c a n  b e  d i s c e r n e d .  I f  I remember  c o r r e c t l y ,  
t h i s  was  a  v e n t u r e  d a t i n g  b a c k  t o  b e f o r e  t h e  G r e a t  War; o n e  o f  t h e  l o c a l  l a i r d s  
p u t  up t h e  c a p i t a l ,  a  d e a l  o f  g r o u n d  was  l a i d  b a r e  b u t  n o t  much m i n e r a l  f o u n d .  
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And t o  e n d  o n  a  l i g h t e r  n o t e  - t h e  Cumbr ia  Ameni ty  T r u s t  meet 
a t t e n d a n c e  r e c o r d  was b r o k e n  o n  t h e  P a d d y  End T h r o u g h - T r i p  a t  t h e  C o n i s t o n  C o p p e r  
M i n e s ,  o n  t h e  2 0 t h  o f  A p r i l .  T h e  p r e v i o u s  r e c o r d  o f  t h i r t y - t w o ,  e s t a b l i s h e d  a t  
G r e e n s i d e  Mine i n  November 1983, f i n a l l y  t o p p l e d  when t h i r t y - f o u r  members  a n d  
g u e s t s  s l o g g e d  up t h e  r o c k y  r o a d  t o  L e v e r s  Water w i t h  t h e  i n t e n t i o n  o f  a b s e i l i n g  
a l l  t h e  way b a c k  down a g a i n  i n  t h e  g loom a n d  t h e  damp o f  t h e  P a d d y  End s t o p z s .  
E v e r y o n e  h a d  a good time, e v e n  J o h n  Crammond who had t o  c r a w l  o n  h i s  h a n d s  a n d  
k n e e s  t h r o u g h  a l l  t h e  l e v e l s .  C l a r e  D o b i e  h a d  a n a s t y  f r i g h t  when s h e  f e l l  A o v e r  
down a h o l e ,  b u t  l u c k i l y  s h e  s u r v i v e d  a n d  r e c o v e r e d  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  d r i n k  h u s b a n d  
Max u n d e r  t h e  t a b l e  i n  t h e  b a r  o f  t h e  Crown. 
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