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A FEW THlHGS T O  SAY ABOUT.. - . 

. -  - -  PRESERVATION by,, 

"The s a d  t h i n g  is,' ' s a i d  t h e  man w i t h  t h e  b l a c k  bea rd  a s  he  a d d r e s s e d  
t h e  a u d i e n c e ,  "is t h a t  L a k e l a n d ' s  mines  and  q u a r r i e s  are d i s a p p e a r i n g  r a p i d l y  and  
i t f s  time a g roup  was formed t o  h a l t  t h i s  d e c l i n e ,  p r e s e r v e  what r e m a i n s  of  o u r  
i m p o r t a n t  i n d u s t r i a l  h e r i t a g e .  And I s h o u l d  add  t h a t  t h i s  i s  a t a s k  o f  immedia te  
u rgency  ." 

"But t h e r e  a l r e a d y  is a g r o u p  commit ted  t o  p r e s e r v i n g  ~ a k e l a n d ' s  mines  
and  q u a r r i e s , "  s a i d  a v o i c e  f rom t h e  back  o f  t h e  r o o m , " ~ n d  I s h o u l d  add  t h a t  I am 
a f o u n d e r  member ." 

"Ah yes," resumed t h e  man w i t h  t h e  b l a c k  b e a r d ,  "I acknowledge  t h a t  
you p e o p l e  o f  t h e  Cumbria Amenity T r u s t  are d o i n g  a s p l e n d i d  j o b  e x p l o r i n g  t h e  
mines  and  g e t t i n g  i n t o  p l a c e s  where nobody h a s  been b e f o r e ,  b u t  f r a n k l y ,  what I ' m  
i n t e r e s t e d  i n  is  p r e s e r v a t i o n  - p r e s e r v i n g  f o r  p o s t e r i t y  o u r  i m p o r t a n t  i n d u s t r i a l  
h e r i t a g e .  And t o  be h o n e s t ,  you p e o p l e  a r e n ' t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h a t  
s o r t  o f  t h i n g .  L a k e l a n d ' s  a n c i e n t  s i t e s  are r a p i d l y  d i s a p p e a r i n g ,  and  I s h o u l d  
know ' c a u s e  I ' v e  l i v e d  i n  Ambleside s i n c e  1981."  

B e f o r e  I p roceed  any  f u r t h e r  w i t h  t h i s  a r t i c l e  I would j u s t  l i k e  t o  
p o i n t  o u t  t h a t  t h e  above  is  a n  e x t r a c t  f rom a d i s c u s s i o n  which took  p l a c e  a t  one  
o f  o u r  month ly  g a t h e r i n g s  a t  t h e  Fa rmer s  A r m s .  It i s  n o t  word f o r  word a c c u r a t e  
f o r  i t  was j o t t e d  down f rom memory - CAT f u n d s  b e i n g  somewhat i n f l e x i b l e ,  t a p e -  
r e c o r d e r s  f o r  n e w s l e t t e r  e d i t o r s  are n o t  h i g h  on  t h e  l i s t  o f  e s s e n t i a l s .  However, 
a l l o w i n g  f o r  t h e  odd d i a l o g i c a l  e r r o r ,  t h e  g i s t  o f  t h e  c o n v e r s a t i o n  r e m a i n s  un- 
a l t e r e d ,  it is ,  i n  e s s e n c e ,  a c c u r a t e  enough.  

And t h e  g i s t  o f  t h e  c o n v e r s a t i o n  is  t h i s :  t h e  man w i t h  t h e  b l a c k  b e a r d ,  
who, d u r i n g  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  t h e  e v e n i n g ,  e x p r e s s e d  h i m s e l f  q u i t e  e l o q u e n t l y ,  is  
s a y i n g :  Our mines  and  q u a r r i e s  need p r e s e r v i n g  and  s o  f a r  as I c a n  see t h e  Cumbria 
Amenity T r u s t  i s  d o i n g  n o t h i n g  a b o u t  i t .  

Now I ,  f o r  o n e ,  was p a r t i c u l a r l y  a n g r y  t h a t  e v e n i n g  and no  doub t  were 
a good many o t h e r s ,  n o t  l eas t  t h o s e  who have  a t t e n d e d  work meets t o  h a u l  p i p e s  and  
t i m b e r s  up  t o  H o s p i t a l  L e v e l  and  mix c o n c r e t e  a t  Ding Dong. But  l o o k i n g  back on  
t h i s  i n c i d e n t ,  t h i n g s  assume a d i f f e r e n t  l i g h t .  The man w i t h  t h e  b l a c k  bea rd  had 
n o t  l a u n c h e d  h i m s e l f  i n t o  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  w i t h  t h e  i n t e n t i o n  o f  sowing  t h e  s e e d s  
o f  a n i m o s i t y ,  on  t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  i t  was h i s  d e s i r e  t o  g a i n  o u r  s u p p o r t  f o r  a museum 
p r o j e c t  i n  Ambles ide ;  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  h e  was t o t a l l y  unaware o f  o u r  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  
t h e  f i e l d  o f  p r e s e r v a t i o n  r e f l e c t s  b a d l y  on US and  n o t  him, i t  is  i n d i c a t i v e  o f  
a s e v e r e  breakdown i n  communica t ions  between CAT and  o t h e r  min ing  g r o u p s  and  
i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  t h e  area. 

F o r  some time now CAT h a s  had a r e p u t a t i o n  f o r  b e i n g  a ' h a r d '  g r o u p ,  
p i o n e e r i n g  r o u t e s  d e e p  i n t o  t h e  o l d  mineworkings  o f  E n g l a n d ,  S c o t l a n d ,  Wales and  
E i r e .  T h i s  a s p e c t  o f  o u r  a c t i v i t i e s  h a s  been w i d l e y  p u b l i c i z e d ,  s p r e a d i n g  o u r  name 
on  a n a t i o n a l ,  as w e l l  a s  a l o c a l ,  b a s i s .  An a r t i c le  i n  'H igh '  magazine  d e p i c t e d  
u s  as i n t r e p i d  e x p l o r e r s , .  h a u l i n g  din&- as w e  s w a m  t h r o u g h  t h e  f l o o d e d  l e v e l s  
and  g a l l e r i e s  o f  t h e  Welsh s l a t e  mines ;  i n  t h e  Cork Examiner  w e  were i n t r o d u c e d  
t o  t h e  good p e o p l e  o f  I r e l a n d  as  t h e  mad E n g l i s h  ' t o u r i n g  E i r e  t h e  h a r d  way ' ;  t h e  
Westmor land  G a z e t t e ,  t h e  U l v e r s t o n  N e w s ,  and  t h e  Nor th  Wes te rn  Even ing  F l a i l ,  have ,  
o v e r  t h e  y e a r s ,  f a i t h f u l l y  r e p o r t e d  o u r  e x p l o i t s  i n  t h e  C o n i s t o n  Copper Mines ,  
G r e e n s i d e ,  t h e  s late q u a r r i e s ,  t h e  Nor th  P e n n i n e s ,  P a t t e r d a l e ,  t h e  F u r n e s s  i r o n  
m i n e s ,  and  t h e  Y o r k s h i r e  D a l e s ;  t h e  d i s c o v e r y  o f  a v a s t  new area o f  Top L e v e l ,  i n  
C o n i s t o n  Copper Mines ,  r e c e i v e d  f r o n t  page  c o v e r a g e  i n  t h e  Evening  Mail, and t h e  
e x p l o r a t i o n  o f  C o b b l e r s '  Hole  n o t  o n l y  made f r o n t  page  o f  t h e  Barrow N e w s  S e r i e s  
b u t  was t h e  ma jo r  s t o r y  o f  t h e  week. Articles i n  L a n c a s h i r e  L i f e ,  Cumbria,  and  
P a s s p o r t  t o  Cumbria h a v e  a l l  h e l p e d  t o  s p r e a d  t h e  word. 

Good u b l i c i t y .  
But  t R ere i s  a n o t h e r  s i d e  t o  t h e  c o i n .  Some would a r g u e  t h a t  it i s  a 

more i m p o r t a n t  s i d e ,  t h a t  i t  h a s  been n e g l e c t e d ,  t h a t  o u r  commitments t o  P r e s e r v -  
a t i o n  h a v e  somehow f a l l e n  by t h e  w a y s i d e ,  been m i s l a i d  i n  t h e  e a g e r  r u s h  t o  e x p l o r e .  
To a c e r t a i n  e x t e n t  t h i s  may be t r u e ;  a q u i c k  g l a n c e  a t  t h e  meets list c o n f i r m s  



t h a t  work meets, as opposed  t o  unde rg round  meets, a r e  somewhat t h i n  on  t h e  g round .  
T h e r e  are s e v e r a l  r e a s o n s  why t h i s  is s o :  work meets i n v a r i a b l y  i n v o l v e  t h e  pur-  
c h a s i n g  o f  materials and  e q u i p m e n t ;  p r e s e r v a t i o n  work i s  n o t  c h e a p  even  i f  t h e  
l a b o u r  is p u r e l y  v o l u n t a r y ;  a n o t h e r  f a c t o r ,  and  o n e  which  b i d e s  some p o n d e r i n g ,  
i s  t h a t  a n  h i s t o r i c a l  s i t e ,  be it a mine ,  a  q u a r r y ,  r e l a t e d  b u i l d i n g s  and  mach ine ry ,  
d o e s  n o t  w a r r a n t  ' p r e s e r v i n g '  u n l e s s  i ts  e x i s t e n c e  is  t h r e a t e n e d  by some d e s t r u c t -  
i v e  f o r c e .  I t 's  e a s y  t o  s a y  t h a t  s u c h  and  s u c h  a mine i s  a n  i n t e g r a l  and  i m p o r t a n t  
p a r t  o f  o u r  i n d u s t r i a l  h e r i t a g e  and  s h o u l d  be  p r e s e r v e d  f o r  p o s t e r i t y ,  b u t  u n l e s s  
t h a t  mine  h a s  been  ear-marked f o r  l a n d  r e c l a m a t i o n ,  o r  h a s  been  d e s i g n a t e d  a coun- 
c i l  t i p ,  e t c . ,  t h e r e  is  l i t t l e  t h a t  c a n  be done t o  e n s u r e  i t s  p e r p e t u a t i o n  o t h e r  
t h a n  k e e p i n g  a w e a t h e r  e y e  on i t .  

The Cumbria Amenity T r u s t  h a s  been  p u r s u i n g  a n  a c t i v e  p o l i c y  o f  p r e s -  
e r v a t i o n  s i n c e  i ts  i n c e p t i o n  i n  1979.  The man w i t h  t h e  b l a c k  b e a r d  may be e x c u s e d  
f o r  h i s  i g n o r a n c e ;  work meets i n v o l v i n g  t h e  mix ing  of  cement  and  t h e  s awing  o f  
p i t - p r o p s  do  n o t  make f r o n t  page  s c o o p s  e v e n  i n  t h e  U l v e r s t o n  N e w s ,  t h e y  d o  n o t  
make b a c k  page  c o l u m n - f i l l e r s ,  t h e y  are o f  no i n t e r e s t  t o  t h e  e d i t o r i a l  s t a f f  and  
s o  are n o t  p u b l i c i z e d .  An e d i t o r  w i l l  o n l y  p r i n t  material which h e  deems a t t r a c t i v e  
t o  h i s  r e a d e r s ;  a r t i c l e s  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  w e l d i n g  o f  p i p e s  do  n o t  i n d u c e  r a p t u r e  i n t o  
t h e  h e a r t s  o f  t h e  p u b l i c ,  t h e y  are n o t  l i k e l y  t o  s t i m u l a t e  newspaper  c i r c u l a t i o n ,  
t h e y  are none-news, and  t h a t ' s  how t h e  cookie c rumbles .  And t h e  c o n s e q u e n c e s  are 
t h a t  p e o p l e  form a d i s t o r t e d  image o f  t h e  T r u s t .  

I t ' s  o n l y  f a i r  t o  add  t h a t  t h i s  Newsletter h a s ,  i n  t h e  p a s t ,  p u t  a n  
e m p h a s i s  on e x p l o r a t o r y  a c t i v i t i e s  and  l a r g e l y  i g n o r e d ,  w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  
Ding Dong p r o j e c t ,  o u r  l a b o u r s  t o  s e c u r e  r emnan t s  o f  t h e  Cumbrian m i n i n g  i n d u s t r y  
which  would o t h e r w i s e  h a v e  been l o s t .  Time now t o  r e d r e s s  t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  

The T r u s t  was o f f i c i a l l y  formed i n  September  1979;  i t  h a d ,  i n  f a c t ,  
e x i s t e d  a s  a n  i n f o r m a l  g r o u p  f o r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  p r i o r  t o  t h i s ,  t h e  o r i g i n a l  i n t e n t -  
i o n  b e i n g  t o  raise s u f f i c i e n t  f u n d s  t o  p u r c h a s e  Henning V a l l e y ,  a n  area o f  L i n d a l  
Moor r i c h  i n  min ing  r e m a i n s .  The b i d  f a i l e d  and  t h e  v a l l e y  was s o l d  t o  a l o c a l  
s c r a p  d e a l e r .  The min ing  r e m a i n s  are sti l l  s a f e  b u t  t h e  v a l l e y  h a s  become d i s f i g u r e d  
w i t h  t h e  m a t e r i a l i z a t i o n  o f  a s c r a p  y a r d .  

Our ma in ,  a n d  l o n g e s t  r u n n i n g ,  p r o j e c t  is o f  c o u r s e  t h e  Ding Dong, 
t h a t  hundred - foo t  d e e p  s h a f t  c l o s e  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  of  Mar ton ,  i n  t h e  F u r n e s s  i r o n  
f i e l d .  A f u l l  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  s h a f t - c l e a r i n g  p r o c e s s  c a n  be  r e a d  i n  t h e  Mine E x p l o r e r ,  
w r i t t e n  by Mark Wickenden who w a s  t h e  d r i v i n g  f o r c e  a n d  i n s t i g a t o r .  The e n t i r e  
s h a f t  was b l o c k e d  w i t h  s c r a p  cars a n d  dead  s h e e p ;  i t  t o o k  two-and-a-half y e a r s  o f  
p a t i e n t  l a b o u r  t o  r e o p e n  i t .  Work commenced i n  November 1979,  t h e  b r e a k t h r o u g h  
o c c u r i n g  i n  A p r i l  1982.  A y e a r  l a t e r ,  i n  A p r i l  1983,  a n  a m b i t i o u s  e n g i n e e r i n g  
programme was se t  i n  m o t i o n ,  t h e  a i m  o f  which was t o  p r e v e n t  t h e  s u b s i d e n c e  o f  
t h e  Ding  Dong s h a f t .  The  l o w e r  s i x t y  f e e t  o f  t h e  s h a f t  had  been mined t h r o u g h  
m a s s i v e  b e d s  o f  c a r b o n i f e r o u s  l i m e s t o n e  and  was t o t a l l y  s e l f - s u p p o r t i n g ,  b u t  t h e  
u p p e r  f o r t y  f e e t  - a l m o s t  c e r t a i n l y  t i m b e r e d  a t  one  t i m e  - was sunk  t h r o u g h  b o u l d e r -  
c l a y .  I t  was t h i s  t o p  s e c t i o n  t h a t  was i n  d a n g e r  of  c o l l a p s i n g ;  e a c h  s u c c e s s i v e  
shower o f  r a i n  washed away a t i n y  b i t  more o f  t h e  b o u l d e r - c l a y  walls ,  g r a d u a l l y  
s c u l p t i n g  t h e  uppe r  s h a f t  i n t o  a n  u n s t a b l e  b e l l - p i t .  The p l a n  was t o  l o w e r  a n  
access p i p e  o n t o  a l e d g e  a t  t h e  j u n c t i o n  o f  t h e  l i m e s t o n e  and  t h e  b o u l d e r - c l a y ,  
a n d  t o  b a c k f i l l  t h e  u p p e r  s h a f t ,  f i l l i n g  i n  t h e  Ding Dong b e f o r e  i t  f i l l e d  i t s e l f  
a n d  s e a l e d  f o r  e v e r  what  e x p l o r a t i o n  h a s  r e v e a l e d  t o  b e  F u r n e s s '  mos t  e x t e n s i v e  
mine s y s t e m .  

On t h e  2 3 r d  o f  A p r i l  1 9 8 3  a work p a r t y  c l e a r e d  t h e  l i m e s t o n e  l e d g e  of  
r o c k s  and  c l a y ,  and  c o n s t r u c t e d  a p l a t f o r m  o f  steam e n g i n e  b o i l e r  t u b e s  ( d o n a t e d  
by t h e  L a k e s i d e  a n d  H a v e r t h w a i t e  R a i l w a y )  and  c o r r u g a t e d  z i n c  s h e e t s  ( d o n a t e d  by 
T i l c o n ,  S t a i n t o n  Q u a r r y ) .  E i g h t  t o n s  o f  c o n c r e t e  were poured  o n t o  t h e  p l a t f o r m  
( t h r e e  t o n s  o f  c h i p p i n g s  a l s o  d o n a t e d  by T i l c o n ) ,  and  r e - e n f o r c i n g  mesh and  b a r s  
were o b t a i n e d  f rom a v a r i e t y  o f  s o u r c e s .  A two-foot -square  manhole was l e f t  i n  t h e  
c o n c r e t e  r a f t  and  o v e r  t h i s  was t o  b e  p o s i t i o n e d  t h e  access p i p e .  

The p i p e  was i n s t a l l e d  i n  June 1984.  It a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  s i t e  d u r i n g  t h e  
back  end  o f  1983  i n  n i n e  l a r g e  s e c t i o n s ,  36" d i a m e t e r  a n d  5/8" t h i c k ;  we r e c k o n e d  
t h e  h e a v i e s t  s e c t i o n  weighed  a b o u t  t h r e e - q u a r t e r s  o f  a t o n .  These  s e c t i o n s  were 
o f f - c u t s  f rom t h e  p i p e l i n e  which  carr ies  I r i s h  S e a  g a s  f rom t h e  t e r m i n a l  a t  Barrow 
t o  t h e  j u n c t i o n  a t  Lup ton  n e a r  K i rkby  L o n s d a l e ,  and  were  g e n e r o u s l y  d o n a t e d  by 
B r i t i s h  Gas and  d e l i v e r e d  t o  Mar ton  f r e e  o f  c h a r g e  by Murphys,  t h e  p i p e l i n e  c o n t -  



r a c t o r .  The s e c t i o n s  were lowered down t h e  s h a f t  
on a winch, borrowed from t h e  L and H Railway, and 
welded t o g e t h e r  t o  form a f o r t y - f o o t  h i g h  tower of 
s t e e l .  

I n  January  1985 Mike M i t c h e l l  b o l t e d  a  
heavy s t e e l  g r i l l e  o n t o  t h e  t o p  of t h e  tower ,  a  
s a f e t y  p r e c a u t i o n  r a t h e r  t h a n  a  d e v i c e  t o  keep 
i n t e r e s t e d  p a r t i e s  o u t .  There  is no l o c k  on t h e  
g r i l l e  a t  p r e s e n t ;  t h o s e  wishing t o  descend t h e  
s h a f t  would do w e l l  t o  t a k e  w i t h  them a  s e l e c t i o n  
of spanners .  

The i n f i l l i n g  o p e r a t i o n ,  which is t h e  
f i n a l  t a s k ,  h a s  been t e m p o r a r i l y  s h e l v e d  because 
of t h e  a t r o c i o u s  summer weather  and t h e  boggy con- 
d i t i o n  of t h e  f i e l d .  A l l  t h e  o l d  c a r  b o d i e s  removed 
by Mark Wickenden have been thrown back down t h e  
s h a f t  but  t h e r e  remains  a b o u t  twenty-f ive  f e e t  of 
s p a c e  t o  f i l l  b e f o r e  t h e  ground can be l e v e l l e d  o f f  
and seeded.  The o r i g i n a l  i n t e n t i o n  was t o  i n f i l l  
w i t h  s p o i l  from t h e  nearby Derby P i t  bu t  t h i s  i d e a  
was sc rapped  i n  f a v o u r  of  u s i n g  o l d  t y r e s  c o l l e c t e d  
from l o c a l  g a r a g e s .  

So t h a t ' s  Ding Dong, t h e  o l d  B.45 P i t ,  
w e l l  and t r u l y  s e c u r e d  and a t  r e l a t i v e l y  l i t t l e  
expense ,  thanks  t o  t h e  g e n e r o s i t y  of B r i t i s h  i n d u s t -  
r y .  CAT overheads  f o r  c o n s e r v a t i o n  work i n  1983 
amounted t o  £107.17, t h e  m a j o r i t y  of which was s p e n t  
on sand and cement f o r  t h e  c o n c r e t e  r a f t .  I have no 
f i g u r e s  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  1984 though from memory can 
in fo rm you t h a t  t h e  h i r e  of a  12 KV g e n e r a t o r  t o  
power t h e  welding s e t s  came t o  £30, and welding 
r o d s  were between £20 and £30. 

The Ding Dong p r o j e c t  was a  s u c c e s s .  F u r n e s s ,  
d u r i n g  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  possessed  t h e  r i c h e s t  
h z m a t i t e o r e  f i e l d  i n  t h e  world;  d u r i n g  t h e  t w e n t i e t h  
c e n t u r y  i t  h a s  wi tnessed  t h e  d e a t h  of i ts  mining 
i n d u s t r y  and t h e  implementa t ion  of l a n d  r e c l a m a t i o n  
schemes which have e r a s e d  v a s t  a r e a s  of  broken ground 
and many s i t e s  of  h i s t o r i c a l  i n t e r e s t .  It is g r a t i f -  
y ing t o  know t h a t  one of its min,es h a s  been saved.  

I n  1982 a n  a t t e m p t  was made t o  p r e s e r v e  
Tytup Mine, schedu led  t o  d i s a p p e a r  benea th  a  corp- 
o r a t i o n  t i p .  Tytup Mine was d i s c o v e r e d  i n  t h e  1970s 
when P e t e r  Bur ton descended a  s u b s i d e n c e  r i f t  on 
t h e  h i l l  above Tytup Farm. I t  was a  s p l e n d i d  mine, 
a  f i n e  example of  a  F u r n e s s  h z m a t i t e w o r k i n g ,  n o t  
t o o  e x t e n s i v e ,  though packed wi th  g e o l o g i c a l  and 
h i s t o r i c a l  f e a t u r e s .  The c o r p o r a t i o n  r e f u s e d  t o  be 
swayed and t h e  e n t r a n c e  r i f t  was f i l l e d  w i t h  domest ic  
r e f u s e ;  o t h e r  workings  l o s t  beneath  t h e  same t i p  
were Quarry Hole and Dismal Hole. Which j u s t  goes  t o  
show t h a t  you c a n ' t  win them a l l .  

One of CAT's e a r l i e s t  p r o j e c t s  was t h e  
a r c h z o l o g i c a l d i g  a t  Top Dam, Greens ide  Mine, where 
members exhumed a n  e a r l y - n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  buddle ,  
a  d e v i c e  f o r  s e p a r a t i n g  minute  p a r t i c l e s  of  ga lena  
from waste  rock .  The buddle  was i n s t a l l e d  by t h e  
Greens ide  Mining S y n d i c a t e  t o  p r o c e s s  l e a d  o r e  from 
t h e  High Horse Leve l  workings.  I n  May 1980 a  work 
p a r t y  removed a  deep l a y e r  of s o i l  and t u r f  from a  . 

sha l low d e p r e s s i o n  c l o s e  t o  t h e  cobbled a r e a  of t h e  
Top Dam d r e s s i n g  f l o o r s  t o  r e v e a l  a c i r c u l a r  t a n k ,  



two f e e t  d e e p  and  t h i r t e e n  f e e t  i n  d i a m e t e r ,  which  was c o n s t r u c t e d  o f  c l o s e l y -  

f i t t i n g  wooden p l a n k s ,  r a d i a t i n g  from t h e  c e n t r e  o f  t h e  t a n k  r a t h e r  a f t e r  t h e  
f a s h i o n  o f  t h e  s egmen t s  on  a d a r t b o a r d .  T h i s  was t h e  G r e e n s i d e  b u d d l e ;  t h e  f l o o r  
was convex ,  t h e  c e n t r e  o f  t h e  t a n k  b e i n g  s e v e r a l  i n c h e s  h i g h e r  t h a n  t h e  p e r i m e t e r .  
B r i e f l y ,  t h i s  is how it would h a v e  o p e r a t e d :  p u l v e r i s e d  v e i n s t o n e  f rom t h e  c r u s h i n g  
r o l l e r s ,  su spended  i n  w a t e r ,  was f e d  a l o n g  a l a u n d e r  t o  t h e  c e n t r e  o f  t h e  b u d d l e  
a t  a c o n t r o l l e d  ra te ;  t h e  l i q u i d  t h e n  t r i c k l e d  o u t  a c r o s s  t h e  convex b o a r d s ,  t h e  
heavy p a r t i c l e s  o f  g a l e n a  s e t t l i n g  c l o s e  t o  t h e  c e n t r e ,  t h e  l i g h t e r  waste b e i n g  
washed t o  t h e  e d g e s .  R o t a r y  p a d d l e s ,  which were p i v o t e d  a t  t h e  c e n t r e  o f  t h e  t a n k ,  
a g i t a t e d  t h e  l i q u i d  and  a c c e l e r a t e d  t h e  p r o c e s s ,  washing  t h e  waste water and  t h e  
f i n e r  m i n e r a l s  t h r o u g h  a wooden c o n d u i t  t o  t h e  beck .  The p a d d l e  mechanism was m i s s -  
i n g  b u t  t o  a l l  i n t e n t s  and  p u r p o s e s  t h e  r e m a i n d e r  o f  t h e  b u d d l e  was i n t a c t ,  t h e  
wooden segmen t s  b e i n g  i n  e x c e l l e n t  c o n d i t i o n .  Dur ing  t h e  summer t h e  c o u n t y  a r c h i v -  
ist v i s i t e d  t h e  s i t e  t o  r e c o r d  a l l  t h e  r e l e v a n t  d e t a i l s  and  t a k e  p h o t o g r a p h s ;  t h e  
budd le  was t h e n  r e b u r i e d  t o  p r e v e n t  t h e  woodwork d r y i n g  and  w a r p i n g ,  a h a r s h  
measure  b u t  n e c e s s a r y  i f  i t  was t o  be p r e s e r v e d .  

Over t h e  p a s t  s i x  y e a r s  a d e a l  o f  m a i n t e n a n c e  work h a s  been c a r r i e d  o u t  
i n  t h e  C o n i s t o n  Copper Mines ,  p r i m a r i l y  t o  p r e s e r v e  access t o  areas o f  t h e  mines  
which would o t h e r w i s e  be  l o s t ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  t o  p r e s e r v e  t h e  work ings  t h e m s e l v e s .  
Timber f r a m e s  h a v e  been i n s t a l l e d  i n  Grey C r a g  L e v e l ,  i m m e d i a t e l y  beyond t h e  Gin  
S h a f t ,  t o  h o l d  back  a n  u n s t a b l e  wall o f  d e a d s  wh ich ,  i f  a l l o w e d  t o  c o l l a p s e ,  would 
seal o f f  a s i z a b l e  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  mine and  a l s o  p u t  a n  end  t o  t h e  Paddy End t h r o u g h  
t r i p .  I n  H o s p i t a l  L e v e l  s t ee l  p i p e s  have  been p o s i t i o n e d  a c r o s s  a v o i d  i n  t h e  s o l e  
o f  t h e  t u n n e l ,  c l o s e  t o  t h e  H o s p i t a l  S h a f t ,  which  h a s  been growing s t e a f l i l y  l a r g e r  
o v e r  t h e  y e a r s .  Now t h e r e  is a n  immovable s t ee l  b r i d g e  and a f i x e d  hand l i n e ,  
r e n d e r i n g  a c c e s s  f a r  s a f e r .  I n  1982 t h e  e n t r a n c e  t o  F l e m i n g ' s  L e v e l  was r e t i m b e r e d  
w i t h  t r e a t e d  wood - q u i t e  a t i d y  j o b  t o o ,  may I a d d .  The r u s t y  o i l  drums,  which  
had h e l d  t h e  b o u l d e r  c l a y  a t  bay s i n c e  t h e  e a r l y  1 9 7 0 s ,  were removed and  a s h a l l o w  
i n c l i n e d  s h a f t  sunk  i n t o  t h e  l e v e l .  O t h e r  m a i n t e n a n c e  and s a f e t y  work which h a s  
been e f f e c t e d  i n c l u d e s  - t i m ' b e r p l a t f o r m s  and  s h u t t e r i n g s  i n  t h e  Red D e l l  t h r o u g h  
t r i p ,  s t e m p l e s  a t  t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  Paddy End t h r o u g h  t r i p ,  and  t h e  p o s i t i o n i n g  o f  
permanent  hand l i n e s  on a l l  t h e  dange rous  b o u l d e r  s l o p e s .  

A s  I have  s t a t e d ,  a t  C o n i s t o n  t h e  main c o n c e r n  is p r e s e r v a t i o n  f o r  
access, b u t  o v e r  i n  Nor th  L a n c a s h i r e  CAT is  n e g o t i a t i n g  w i t h  t h e  l a n d  owners  o f  
Warton S c a r  f o r  t h e  c o n s e r v a t i o n  o f  a series o f  a n c i e n t  h a e m a t i t e w o r k i n g s ,  u n d e r  
t h r e a t  o f  b e i n g  b u l l d o z e d .  Not w i s h i n g  t o  t empt  f a t e  by c o u n t i n g  c h i c k e n s ,  I s h a l l  
p a s s  b r i e f l y  o v e r  t h i s  t o p i c ,  m e n t i o n i n g  o n l y  t h a t  i f  w e  do  g e t  t h e  go-ahead and  
r e c e i v e  p e r m i s s i o n  t o  k e e p  t h e  mines  open ,  t h e  work programme w i l l  l o o k  s o m e t h i n g  
l i k e  t h i s :  r e t i m b e r i n g  d a n g e r o u s  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  C r a g  F o o t  Mine e n t r a n c e  r i f t ;  re- 
f e n c i n g  t h e  c o l l a r  o f  t h e  Moss House S h a f t ;  r e -hang ing  and  i o c k i n g  t h e  g a t e s  on  
Moss House Mine and  t h e  A r g o n i t e  Band Mine. I t  i s  n o t  CAT p o l i c y  t o  g a t e  and  l o c k  
mines ,  e x c l u d i n g  t h e  p u b l i c  f rom a h e r i t a g e  which  s h o u l d  r i g h t l y  be a c c e s s i b l e  
t o  a l l ,  b u t  t h i s  is one  o f  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  l a i d  down by t h e  owner and  must be  ad-  
h e r e d  t o  i f  t h e  s i t e  i s  t o  r ema in  u n d i s t u r b e d .  T h e r e  are g a t e s  a l r e a d y  on t h e  
two l e v e l s  b u t  o v e r  t h e  y e a r s  t h e s e h a v e  been a l l o w e d  t o  f a l l  i n t o  d i s r e p a i r .  The 
c o s t  o f  t h e  p r o j e c t  s h o u l d  be minimal  and  t h e  work n o t  t a k e  l o n g e r  t h a n  a c o u p l e  
o f  d a y s  - a small p r i c e  t o  pay f o r  t h e  r e t e n t i o n  o f  a v e r y  o l d  and  v e r y  i n t e r e s t i n g  
min ing  s i t e .  

T h e r e  are ,  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  time, a number o f  c o n s e r v a t i o n  and  m a i n t e n a n c e  
p r o j e c t s  b e i n g  implemented  wh ich ,  a l t h o u g h  n o t  i n i t i a t e d  by t h e  Cumbria Amenity 
T r u s t ,  are b e i n g  u n d e r t a k e n  by g r o u p s  and  i n d i v i d u a l s  w i t h i n  t h e  s o c i e t y .  T h e r e  
h a s  a l w a y s  been  a c e r t a i n  amount o f  ' f r i n g e '  work g o i n g  o n ,  beh ind - the - scenes  
a c t i v i t y ,  f u e l e d  by e n t h u s i a s m  and a n  a p p r e c i a t i o n  f o r  o u r  i n d u s t r i a l  h i s t o r y .  
F o r  many y e a r s  now E r i c  H o l l a n d  h a s  been campa ign ing  f o r  t h e  F u r n e s s  i r o n  mines '  
c a u s e ,  f i g h t i n g  a s u c c e s s i o n  o f  l o c a l  a u t h o r i t i e s  who have  a t t e m p t e d ,  s o  f a r  i n  
v a i n ,  t o  t u r n  D a y l i g h t  Hole  i n t o  a n  o f f i c i a l  r e f u s e  s i t e .  A t  t h e  moment t h e  t h r e a t  
o f  t h i s  t a k i n g  p l a c e  i s  a g a i n  looming l a r g e  w i t h  t h e  l a n d  owner a c q u i r i n g  p e r m i s s i o n  
t o  t i p  i n  s u b s i d e n c e  craters i n  t h e  immedia te  v i c i n i t y .  Another  f e a t h e r '  i n  E r i c ' s  
c a p  i s  t h e  r e t i m b e r i n g  o f  t h e  Poaka  L e v e l ,  a 1,500' d r a i n a g e  t u n n e l  which ,  d r i v e n  
i n  1875  t o  t a k e  water pumped from t h e  L i n d a l  Moor m i n e s ,  now carr ies  t h e  sewage 
o f  Mar ton  t o  Poaka  Beck. 

I n  t h e  m o u n t a i n s  o f  N o r t h  Wales Damian McCurdy h a s  been busy a t  t h e  



Cwm C i p r i t h  Mine, h i g h  above  t h e  d e s o l a t e  v a l l e y  of  Nant Pennan t .  A t  Cwm C i p r i t h  
t h e r e  i s  a wa te rwhee l ,  s t i l l  s i t u a t e d  i n  i t s  p i t ,  and  w i t h  a l l  i t s  a t t e n d a n t  
machinery  - g e a r  and  b r a k i n g  a p p a r a t u s ,  winding  drum, and pump c r a n k .  T h i s  wheel  
pumped water and r a i s e d  o r e  f rom a nea rby  s h a f t ,  where t h e r e  i s  a balance-bob and  

a r i s i n g  main.  It is  a s t r a n g e l y  h a u n t i n g  and  e v o c a t i v e  l o c a t i o n ,  n o t h i n g  h a s  been  
d i s t u r b e d  s i n c e  t h e  mine c l o s e d  i n  t h e  d i s t a n t  p a s t .  CAT las t  v i s i t e d  Cwm C i p r i t h  
i n  1983,  a f e l l  wa lk ing  e x c u r s i o n  t o  round o f f  a n  E a s t e r  t r i p ;  it was a h a r d  s l o g  
up t h e  mounta in  b u t  w e l l  wor th  e v e r y  s t e p .  Damian h a s  removed t h e  trees which were 
growing i n  t h e  walls of  t h e  wheel  p i t ;  t h e  r o o t s  were t e a r i n g  t h e  masonry a p a r t ,  
s l o w l y  r e d u c i n g  t h e  walls t o  r u b b l e .  The d e s t r u c t i v e  p r o c e s s  h a s  been  h a l t e d ,  f o r  
t h e  p r e s e n t  a t  l e a s t ,  and  t h a t ' s  a hop a n d  a jump i n  t h e  r i g h t  d i r e c t i o n .  

The b i g g e s t  f r i n g e  o p e r a t i o n  on  t h e  go  a t  t h e  moment, and  t h e  p r o j e c t  
of  t h r e e  e n t e r p r i s i n g  Cumberland members, Gordon G i l c h r i s t ,  Andy C a r t e r ,  and  C h r i s  
Moore, is t h e  open ing  up a n d  s e c u r i n g  o f  W a t e r b l a i n  Mine n e a f  The H i l l ,  Mil lom. 
The i n i t i a l  e x p l o r a t i o n ,  t h r o u g h  a n  e n t r a n c e  packed w i t h  t h e  decomposing b o d i e s  
of  dead  s h e e p ,  r e v e a l e d  a p a r t i a l l y  f l o o d e d  h a e m a t i t e m i n e  which promised  s c o p e  f o r  
months o f  f u r t h e r  e x p l o r a t i o n .  

W a t e r b l a i n  Mine,  s o  Gordon t e l l s  m e ,  is un ique  t o  Cumbria i n  t h a t  i t  
is t h e  o n l y  mine i n  t h e  C o n i s t o n  L imes tone .  S e v e r a l  s h a f t s  were s u n k ,  t h e  d e e p e s t  
b e i n g  n i n e t e e n  f a thoms ,  t o  e x t r a c t  h a e m a t i t e o r e  from t h e  v e i n s  and  p i p e s  i n  which 
i t  was s i t u a t e d .  The h a e m a t i t e o r e ,  u n l i k e  t h a t  mined a t  nea rby  Hodbarrow and u s e d  
p r i m a r i l y  i n  t h e  i r o n  i n d u s t r y ,  was e x p l o i t e d  f o r  t h e  m a n u f a c t u r e  o f  p a i n t .  Water- 
b l a i n  Mine c l o s e d  i n  1899,  s i n c e  t h e n  a l l  t h e  s h a f t s  have been  f i l l e d  w i t h  r e f u s e .  

Because t h e  e n t r a n c e  was s o  u n p l e a s a n t ,  p e r m i s s i o n  t o  open one  o f  t h e  
o l d  s h a f t s  was a q u i r e d  f rom t h e  f a r m e r .  C l e a r i n g  work commenced some time a g o  - 
s t a r t i n g  a t  t h e  f o o t  o f  t h e  s h a f t  and  working  upwards - and  a l r e a d y  a c o n n e c t i o n  
w i t h  t h e  s u r f a c e  h a s  been e s t a b l i s h e d .  The n e x t  s t e p  is t o  c a p  t h e  s h a f t  and  f i t  
a manhole c o v e r  f o r  e a s y  access. 

The p r o s p e c t s  o f  f u r t h e r  e x p l o r a t i o n  i n  W a t e r b l a i n  Mine r e c e i v e d  a 
d e f i n i t e  b o o s t  r e c e n t l y ,  when t h e  water l e v e l  dropped d r a m a t i c a l l y  and  uncove red  
new work ings .  The water l e v e l  a l w a y s  d i d  f l u c t u a t e  a l a r m i n g l y  f o r  a mine ,  b u t  t h i s  
la tes t  f a l l  c o i n c i d e d  w i t h  t h e  d i v e r s i o n  o f  a beck i n  G h y l l  S c a u r  Q u a r r y ,  l a t e l y  
reopened t o  work t h e  a n d e s i t i c  t u f f s  f o r  r o a d s t o n e  and  a g g r e g a t e s .  The mine was n o t  
the d y t h i n g a f f e c t e d  by t h e  beck  d i v e r s i o n  - t h e  f a r m e r ' s  duck pond a l s o  l o s t  i ts 
water. L e t ' s  hope t h o s e  l a d s  g e t  t h e  manhole c o v e r  on  q u i c k ,  b e f o r e  t h e  f a r m e r  
p u t s  t h e  blame o n s u b s i d e n c e  and  f i l l s  t h e  s h a f t  a g a i n .  

And t o  f i n i s h , . _  j u s t  a few more words c o n c e r n i n g  t h a t  mara thon e x e r c i s e  
i n  p r e s e r v a t i o n ,  t h e  Ding Dong. T h i s  a l s o  s t a r t e d  as  a n  i n d i v i d u a l ' s  p r o j e c t ,  one  
man's  d i g ;  Mark Wickenden i t  w a s  who t o o k  up t h e  c h a l l e n g e  and  was r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  
c l e a r i n g  a hundred f e e t  o f  choked s h a f t .  No e a s y  t a s k .  Now t h e  Ding Dong is s a f e ;  
i t  is a monument t o  P r e s e r v a t i o n .  And i t  j u s t  g o e s  t o  show what  a l i t t l e  p e r s e v e r a n c e ,  
a l i t t l e  i m a g i n a t i o n ,  and  a l i t t l e  h a r d  l a b o u r ,  can  a c h i e v e .  



The Cover. 

The cover p ic tu re  on t h i s  i ssue is  of Flyles Kennedy, the last of the g rea t  dynasty 

of Furness Ironmasters. The firm of Kennedy Brothers was well known u n t i l  the beg- 

inning of the Second World War as the owners of the exceptionally r i ch  Roanhead 

Mines near Askam-in-F'urness. They a l so  were t h e , p a r t  owners of the North Lonsdale 

Iron and S t ee l  Works i n  Ulverston, on the s i t e  of the present Glaxo Pharmaceuticals 

factory,  and i n  addit ion t o  t h i s  they were Eshsreholders i n  many diverse l oca l  

industries.  The individual members of the Kemedy family were well known members 

of Ulverston society f o r  nearly 100 years and f i l l e d  many pos t s  of honour such as 

M.P.ts, J.P.'s and Guardians of loca l  school and hospi ta l  boards. 

I am a t  present compiling a shor t  h i s to ry  of the family and i t ' s  relevance t o  the  

Furness mining scene and would be g ra te fu l  f o r  any snippets of information, 

photographs, e tc .  could be sent  t o  me (cw). This w i l l  be incorporated i n t o  a fu ture  

edi t ion of 'The ?line Explorert .  

The pic ture  comes from a p o r t r a i t  which was given t o  me some years ago 'and has 

since been presented to  the County Record Office i n  Barrow where it now hangs 

on the wall. 

Helmet S. 

A recent a r t i c l e  on safe ty  helmets i n  industry s t ressed that solvents used in the 

manufacture of adhesives used i n  s t icky tapes can have a considerable detrimental  

e f f ec t  on polycarbonates used i n  the manufacture of helmets. Presumably t h i s  r e f e r s  

even more t o  the  e f f ec t s  of paint. Fibre g lass  helmets w i l l  be l e s s  affected.  

Get Knotted. 

I t  is recommended that everyone who goes underground and especia l ly  those involved 

i n  S.R.T. have a basic a r sena l  of knots tha t  they can t i e .  They are: 

Figure of eight .  The basic  knot, can be used f o r  v i r t ua l l y  everything, e a s i l y  untied.  

Figure of nine. Similar t o  the  above but much stronger. 

Bowline. Strong, good f o r  tying round natural  belays. 

Bowline on the Bight. Best f o r  hauling others  especia l ly  i f  i n  trouble, Y anchors. 

Double Fishermans. Useful f o r  joining ropes (ask Pete ~ l e r n i n ~ ) .  Di f f icu l t  t o  untie. 

Figure of e igh t  bend. Best way t o  join ropes. 

Tape knot. Use t o  join tapes fo r  s l i ngs  etc.  

I n  addit ion t o  these there a r e  others which should be known such a s  the Prussik 

knot, But terf ly  knot and Capuchin Knot. There i s  no excuse f o r  not knowing these 

o r  expecting others t o  know them fo r  you. One day you may be on your own a t  the 

top of a pitch... 



New Gear Review. 

Hear t s  

These a r e  new semi-permanent be lays  from P e t z l .  They come i n  two s i z e s ,  8 m and 

10 mm and screw d i r e c t l y  i n t o  a s p i t  s e l f - d r i l l i n g  anchor. I f  you opt  f o r  t h e  10  

mm s i z e  you need an  adaptor  f o r  t he  s tandard  P e t z l  d r i v e r  and of  course 1 0  mm s p i t s .  

They a r e  made of s t a i n l e s s  s t e e l  and have a SWL of 1800 Kg., t h e  screw is an Allen 

s tud  i n  order  that i f  t he  be l ay  is  needed as a permanent f i t t i n g  then  the  s t u d  ho le  

can be f i l l e d  with r e s i n  e t c .  t o  prevent  unauthorised removal. I f  used i n  combination 

with a s t a i n l e s s  s t e e l  mai l lon  rap ide  they  should las t  f o r  a good many years.  I think 

we w i l l  be s ee ing  q u i t e  a few of these  r e p l a c i n g  o ld  b o l t  hangers  and c rabs  on the  

more popular  r o u t e s  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  Coniston copper mines. Perhaps they w i l l  a l s o  

r ep l ace  the  c o n t r o v e r s i a l  r ed  markings i n  t he  North Yorkshire caving  area .  

PETZL 'HEARTt Permanent Belay 

Laser.  

Again from P e t z l ,  t h i s  is  a new l i g h t i n g  u n i t  that combines e l e c t r i c  and ca rb ide  

i l luminat ion .  The u n i t  i s  helmet mounted and c o n s i s t s  of a small e l e c t r i c  lamp 

wi th  a zoom l e n s  operated by t w i s t i n g  the  beze l  wi th  a b a t t e r y  pack on the  

back of t he  helmet t o  counter  b a l a ~ c e  the  weight. The ca rb ide  l i g h t  has a small 

r e f l e c t o r  and p iezo  spark i g n i t i o n  which is  unaf fec ted  by water. Th i s  is  a n  updated 

model, I have used i ts  predesessor  f o r  some years  and have found i t  t o  be e x c e l l e n t  

and t h i s  new model i s  an  improvement. I t  i s n ' t  cheap however a t  around £24.00 and 

you s t i l l  need a gene ra to r ,  t he  cu r r en t  P e t z l  model r e t a i l i n g  a t  around €13.00. 

I h e a r  t h a t  P e t z l  a r e  working on a new wonder model gene ra to r  w i th  l o t s  of new 

fea tu re s .  A s  you can s e e  t h e  above combination is  s t i l l  cheaper than a n  Oldham c e l l  

and should last  f o r  eve r ,  t he  only expenditure  being ca rb ide  and t h e  occas iona l  

ba t t e ry .  

Peak. 

This  i s  a new product  from Premiere (of  ' s t i n k i e '  fame) and i a  aimed s p e c i f i c a l l y  

a t  cavers .  I t  is simply a caplamp which f i t s  i n t o  the  s tandard  Oldham lamp bracket  

I t  c o n s i s t s  of a l a r g e  r e f l e c t o r ,  a j e t  and f l i n t  i g n i t i o n .  You still need t o  buy 

a w a i s t  mounted genera tor  bu t  aga in  t h i s  could be a b e t t e r  buy than an  e l e c t r i c  



c e l l  e spec ia l ly  i f  you don ' t  go underground so much (bearing i n  mind tha t  lead-acid 

b a t t e r i e s  of the miners lamp var ie ty  need continual charging and f l a t t en ing ,  f i l l i n g  

with d i s t i l l e d  water, e t c ) . ~ h e  Peak headset cos t s  about E5.00 which with a generator 

(~13 .00 )  makes a cheap beginners lamp. I t ' s  a l s o  handy fo r  those f r i ends  you sometimes 

take along t o  show them the s ign t s .  

Maillon. 

New from Pe tz l  i s  a ' D t  shaped PIaillon Rapide. This i a  t o  replace the old Delta 

shaped one f o r  holding the si t-harness together.  The advantage i s  t ha t  i t  doesn ' t  

cause a l l  the gear t o  bunch up i n  the top of the t r i ang le  which makes i t  sometimes 

d i f f i c u l t  t o  untangle e tc .  when changing over. Available i n  s t e e l  o r  al loy.  

Not r e a l l y  new gear ,  more of a 1000 descent mine t e s t .  The Alladdin S ta in less  S tee l  

Unbreakable Flask. Both myself and Mike Maher have used these f o r  several  years 

and r e a l l y  have found them to  be almost indestructable.  Mine has been thrown down 

p i tches  several  times and has survived t o  t e l l  the t a l e  with nothing worse than the 

odd d in t .  There a r e  two models the 2 cup and the 6-$ cup and there  only r e a l  dis-  

advantage l i e s  i n  t h e i r  weight ( t he  smaller  one is 3 l b s  when f u l l )  and t h e i r  cos t  

(approximately 3 times t ha t  of the p l a s t i c  and g lass  va r ie ty )  but having s a id  t h a t ,  

how long does an ordinary one l a s t ?  

E l e c t r i c  Lamps 

The Explorer. One of the newer sealed u n i t s  i t  has a buil t- in charger which works 

off  a c a r  c i g a r e t t e  l i gh t e r .  I t  weighs i n  a t  1.2 Kg. (compared t o  an Oldham T3 a t  

2.3 Kg.) and i s  housed i n  an ABS box which I hope is stronger than the o r ig ina l  

Searcher housing of a few years  ago. The makers claim 10 hours p lus  burning time 

f o r  i t  on main beam ( t he  lamp is a standard Oldham un i t ) .  The cos t  is E62.50 plus 

E10.50 f o r  a mains charger. This compares with around E50.00 f o r  an Oldham T3 plus  

E15.00 f o r  a mains charger. The maker is Explorer Lamps, 16, Tiverton Drive, Burnley, 

Lancs. 

Speleotechnics FX2. This is again a sealed Ni-Cad ba t t e ry  but t h i s  time a tough 

polythene type moulding. A head-piece of t h e i r  own design is used f i t t e d  with an 

halogen bulb giving 10 p lus  hours of l i g h t  on main beam. The u n i t  weighs i n  a t  1.2 

Kg. This c e r t a i n ly  looks the  shape of things t o  come as long as i t  has the longevity. 

Costs  a r e  E48.99 f o r  the bas ic  lamp, Mains Charger E12.60 and a 12 vo l t  vehic le  

charger, E5.60. Available from Speleo Technics, Victoria Y i l l ,  Mersey St . ,  

>Longridge, Preston,Lancs. 

O l d h a m  T3. This is  the l a t e s t  n iners  lamp from the Manchester company and although 

the  headset is unchanged the bat tery  has. I t  i s  a see-through u n i t  (so you can check 

the e l e c t r o l y t e )  of lead-acid construction. New fea tu res  include strengthened be1 t 

loops and one way breathers  under the l i d .  This neans they don' t  leak,  well not  much 
and they d o n t t  inhale water, a common f a u l t  of the e a r l i e r  T type. 



The main f a u l t s  a re  t h e i r  a b i l i t y  t o  exhale acid  on gear, qu i te  amusing when its 

e p a i r  of underpants but l e s s  so when i ts S.R.T. rope,and t h e i r  weight. However 

they have been around since Adam was a lad so second-hand b i t s  a re  easy t o  come by 

and they do have the advantage of years of constant development. Kost people get 

12 hours plus  from them (when new) and there a r e  plenty of old ones around which 

ra ther  suggests they last a long time. (1've got a 5 year old one t h a t  g ives  9 
hours l i gh t . )  They cost about 50 quid but you can buy second hand ones from many 

caving shops, notably Inglesport and Javing Supplies. The charger cos t s  anything 

from £15.00 upwards though anyone with a rudimentary knowledge of e lec t ron ics  can 

build t h e i r  own. 

A l l  the above b i t s  can be obtained from caving shops. 

Whernside Manor. 

Serious changes a r e  proposed fo r  the  National Cave Training Centre a t  Dent and 411 

the present ins t ruc tor  s t a f f  face redundancy. Following Ben ~ ~ o n ' a  departure last year 

the new broom has cer ta inly  swept clean,  so clean i n  f ac t  that  i t  seems t o  spe l l  

the end f o r  the  Manor a s  a centre of excellence of Br i t i sh  caving. Many of the 

techniques we have learned i n  mining a r e  as a d i r e c t  r e su l t  of work done a t  the 

f4anor. I t  seems incredible t ha t  i n  a time when caving is taking of f  as a hobby and 

more people should be taught a proper awareness of the underground environment 

as the recent much publicised rescue of scouts from Diccan shows.cuts a r e  being 

considered. 

Charabanc outing. 

I have been underwhelined by the response of folk  wanting t o  go on the  coach t r i p  

on the 9 th  November. I must have names before the first of October o r  I w i l l  have 

to  c a l l  i t  off! 

Journal No. 2. 

In  order t o  get  t h i s  out f o r  Christmas I MUST HAVE COPY FOR THE END OF OCTOBER so 

get  writ ing now. There a r e  l o t s  of exci t ing a r t i c l e s  i n  t h i s  next one and i t ' s  not 

going t o  have such a flimsy cover. But there i s  still plenty of room f o r  that mine 

you've always meant to  research and write up. 

Welsh Treasure. 

A report  appeared i n  the recent Welsh Nines Newsletter that cavers have discovered 

a ver i table  treasure house of i ~ d u s t r i a l  remains some 260 f t .  down Glog Fawr mine 

i n  Mid-Wales. I v i s i t ed  t h i s  mine Two years ago and w a s  amazed how much still stood 

from its working days. This r i ch  mine was once worked by John Taylor and the drainage 

level  was,as seems t o  be usual i n  Wales, cal led Level Fawr. Maybe its time CAT 

s ta r ted  v i s i t i n g  Wales again. I know Eric  is keen f o r  another boating t r i p  i n  

~ossydd/  Croesor. 

Buddle off!  

A small (8 f t . )  waterwheel which or iginal ly  drove the Brunton buddle i n  the N. 



Pennines has been rescued from decay and brought t o  the Killhope Leadmining 

Museum. 

Cated ?Ilines. 

Any members proposing t o  v i s i t  the mines around Alston Moor should be aware t h a t  

they have been gated by the  D i s t r i c t  Council very professionally.  The only way 

t ha t  you can gain en t ry  i s  t o  take two la rge  adjus table  spanners t o  the locking 

bol ts .  Please replace t he  b o l t s  once you a r e  i n  o r  you may f i nd  the bo l t s  replaced 

with padlocke next time you v i s i t .  The gatee  a r e  of excel lent  qua l i ty  and should 

solve the age old problem of allowing access a t  the same time barr ing entrance t o  

children,  e tc .  

Competition. 

Winner of l a e t  months caption competition is Ronnie Calvin R.M. with... Who's 

going t o  t e l l  Ann Dstnson we've burned her  barbeque?". 

More Books. 

I havnlt  read these so they a r e n ' t  r e a l l y  reviews. Again i t 's about the North Pennine 

Orefield,  t h i e  time Westgarth Fors te r s  "A Treat ise  on a sect ion of the strata from 

Newcastle upon Tyne t o  Croes Fell." This is a r ep r in t  of the 1883 t h i r d  ed i t ion  and 

is due t o  be publshed i n  November a t  a cos t  of E15.00. Also avai lable  is  Sopwiths 

"Mining D i s t r i c t  of Alston Moor..." a t  E12.50, Rais t r ick  and Jenninge' " ... Lead 

Mining i n  the Pennines", E15.00 and Hunts "Lead Winers of the Northern Pennines.", 

£15.00. They a r e  a l l  obtained from Embsay (see above f o r  address). 

Mine Gases. 

A recent  conversation pointed out t h a t  there were more dangeroue gases f l y ing  around 

i n  miners than jus t  methane,so here a r e  some of them. They a r e  a l l  referred t o  as 

Damp, the name being derived from the German word 'dampf' which means fog o r  vapour. 

Firedamp. 

This is a mixture of explosive gases ,pr incipal ly  carburetted hydrogen or  methane. 

I f  there  i e  a methane content  of between 5.6 and 13.00 % i n  the air  then the mixture 

i s  highly explosive. 

Af terdamp 

A mixture of gases l e f t  a f t e r  an explosion. They a r e  non-inflammable and a r e  low 

i n  oxygen, consequently being dangerous due t o  high proportione of u'arbon Monoxide. 

Blackdamp o r  Chokedamp. 

A mixture of Nitrogen and Carbon Dioxide caused by a breakdown of coal o r  timber. 

It i e  usual ly  suffocating and can be l i g h t e r  o r  heavier than air. 

S tinkdamp . 
Hydrogen Sulphide - a cha rac t e r i s t i c  'bad eggs1 smell which is  highly poisonous. 



. 
Whi tedamp . 
!:arbon Monoxide, highly poisonous, usual ly  a s soc ia t ed  with waste gases from an 

explosion. 

Not a l l  these  gases a r e  j u s t  found i n  coal  mines and they can a l l  be found i n  

metal mines e s p e c i a l l y  'stinkdampV.and 'chokedamp'. Anacetylene lamp is not  

a good i n d i c a t o r  of the  presence of Carbon Dioxide as i t  can remain burning i n  

an  atmosphere where t h e r e  i s  i n s u f f i c i e n t  oxygen t o  s u s t a i n  human l i f e .  

Middle Kinmont Mine, near  Corney. 

NGR 118907 t o  118905 

Albyn Austin. 

This  small mine is  s i t u a t e d  about 4 miles  south of  Eiavenglass a t  about 350 ft.  

The workings a r e  i n  50 - 60 f t .  high c l i f f s  beside a stream roughly opposi te  and 

and Northwards of the o ld  Middle Kinmont Farm. 

There appears  t o  be 2 N - S ve ins  running p a r a l l e l  t o  the  stream i n  t h e  c l i f f s  f o r  about 

a of a mile. There a r e  5 l e v e l s  run i n  with t i p s  and some evidence of sur face  co l l apses  

a long the  vein.  There a r e  a l s o  2 hose whim c i r c l e s  and a stream divers ion  poss ib ly  

f o r  a waterwheel i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  the workings went below the  a d i t s .  A b r i e f  reference 

t o  t h i s  mine is  given i n  the  county h i s t o r i e s  and D i r e c t o r i e s  and a l s o  i n  Smiths 

1924 r e p o r t  f o r  the  Geological Survey on I ron  Ore i n  the Lake D i s t r i c t .  These ind ica te  

it was worked i n  the  1840's  t o  the  1860's and w a s  the only major mine i n  the Corney 

F e l l s .  There is evidence t h a t  the  mine was worked by a s p i r i t e d  company from Kendal 

and a l s o  a .W. Brogden. Dave Bridge has  an advertisment i n  the  Cumberland Pacquet 

of the 20th  Sept. 1836 ask ing  f o r  a manager f o r  tip Corney I ron  Mines Coapany's 

.aines. P a r t i c u l a r s  could be obtained from M r  Hobson, a s o l i c i t o r  i n  Bootle.  

I would be g r a t e f u l  i f  any members who have any lmowledge of t h i s  mine would 

contac t  me. 

Cross F e l l  Meet. 28.7.85. (c.J.) 

7 members met up at the  bottom of the  f e l l  road which runs  up t o  the Radio S t a t i o n  

on Great Dun F e l l .  We s e t  o f f  up and as seems t o  nave been the  norm wi th  t h i s  summer 

the  h ighe r  we g o t  the worse the weather became. Where we parked you couldn ' t  s ee  more 

than 30 f t .  thanks t o  the  d r i z z l e  and m i s t .  We s e t  of f  walking t o  a compass at tempting 

t o  f i n d  a number of l e v e l s  nea r  the  Silverband Mine complex. We even had t o  r e s o r t  

t o  walking i n  a long l i n e  t o  f i n d  them. They were eventual ly  discovered and a l l  

3 needed a d i g  ae n c t  much luck  there.  The second p a r t  of the  day was t o  have been 

spent  t a c k l i n g  a s h a f t  on the  o t h e r  s ide  of the  f e l l  but  we r e t r e a t e d  as we thought 

w e  wouldn't be ab le  t o  f i n d  it s o  i t  was l e f t  f o r  another day. The r e s t  of the day 

w a s  spent  a s s i s t i n g  with a b a t  survey i n  the Hi l ton  Mines on the nearby military 

f i r i n g  range. Many i tems of genera l  mining i n t e r e s t  were not iced  but  the  most 

s t r i k i n g  t h i n g  was the  horrendous damage done by mineral c o l l e c t o r s  who i n  t h e i r  

greed f o r  specimens have pul led  down pack walls and destroyed much of the incredib le  



miners workmanship. What s t a r t e d  a s  a d i s a s t e r  turned out  t o  be a good const ruct ive  

day. 

Hi l ton  Mines nr .  Appleby. 

These mines a r e  located i n  Scordale about 2 mi les  from Hil ton v i l l age .  The a r e a  

is now on a military f i r i n g  range and en t ry  t o  the  mines is forbidden not  t o  say 

hazardous as l i v e  weapons t r a i n g  is ca r r i ed  out  on the range. 

There a r e  s i x  l e v e l s  on the  Eas t  of Scordale, the  mines on the west being the Murton 

Mines. The lowest l e v e l  is  the  Horse Level, now run in.  The main l e v e l  t h a t  the 

enormous s p o i l  heaps come from is Wilsons Low Level, a l s o  run. Looking up from 

t h i s  l e v e l  a r e  severa l  o the r  l e v e l s  only one of which is stil l  open, Jacques l eve l .  

This  g ives  access  t o  small f l a t s  and a l s o  provides an entrance t o  the extensive lower 

workings. Most of the workings a r e  now i n  a very poor s t a t e  of r e p a i r  and progress 

i s  very slow due t o  the collapsed pack walls which have been dragged down by mineral 

hunters  a f t e r  specimens which once abounded i n  the mine. 

The mines were worked by the London Lead Co. from 1824 t o  1876, producing a t o t a l  

of 10,060 tons of lead  concentrates.  The mines were recpened by the  Scordale Xining 

Company i n  1896 with 70 tons  of U i t h e r i t e  being producedin that year. They kept on 

u n t i l  1906 when the  Brough Barytes Co. took over u n t i l  1912 when Scordale Barytes Ltd. 

took over and worked u n t i l  1919 when t h e i r  p l a n t  w a s  dismantled. Some work was done 

i n  1930-39 by W.Wharton. It  is thought that about 10,000 tons  of Barytes were 

ex t rac ted  from 1896 - 1939. 

Several  recent  v i s i t s  by myself and o ther  revealed an important colomy of long-eared 

b a t s  which a r e  r e s iden t  i n  the  winter  months. The mi l i t a ry  commander i s  s h o r t l y  t o  

begin f i t t i n g  these mines with ba t  g a t e s  which w i l l  s p e l l  the  end f o r  explorers  

and c o l l e c t o r s  a l ike .  A g r e a t  shame rea l ly ' a s  these  mines a r e  c e r t a i n l y  of i n t e r e s t .  

Close t o  the  Edge. 

News i s  f i l t e r i n g  through of new d i scover ie s  i n  the Alderley Edge mines butno 

d e t a i l s  ye t .  

Survival .  

I t  seems that the  l a t e s t  a i d  t o  s t ay ing  a l i v e  down a mine i s  t o  ca r ry  a tube of 

toothpaste along. Iiecent r e p o r t s  i n  the  na t iona l  p ress  s t a t e  t h a t  some unfortunate 

' f e l l '  20 f t .  down a disused Cornish mineshaft,  then dug himself an escape tunnel 

through s o f t  sandstone t o  safe ty .  This  took him 4 days and dur ing t h i s  time he 

l i v e d  o f f  co l l ec ted  dripwater and a tube of toothpaste he j u s t  happened t o  have 

with him. He then staggered o f f  t o  the  l o c a l  po l i ces ta t ion  but  was unable t o  

r e l o c a t e  the scene of h i s  triumph. The d i g  was supposed t o  have been completed 

with h i s  bare hands. How much of t h i s  is t r u t h  and how much i s  j o u r n a l i s t i c  l i cence  

I don ' t  know but  i t  a l l  seems highly  suspicious t o  me. 

Bo l t ing  Controversy. 

Over i n  caving country a row is brewing over the appearance of red b o l t s  on most of 



t he  major rou te s .  They a r e  an  8 mm s p i t  r inged  with red p a i n t  t o  show the  b e s t  

hang on a p i tch .  This  has been done, say those respons ib le ,  t o  s top  every new p a r t y  

us ing  the  cave from p u t t i n g  i n  a new b o l t  and the re fo re  t o  s t o p  l o t s  of ho le s  

being d r i l l e d  a t  p i t c h  heads. Unfortunately the  non-SRT brigade have taken g r e a t  

exception t o  t h i s  and while r a k i n g  g r e a t  c laims f o r  the use of n a t u r a l  be lays  

have been going around hacking o u t  these  b o l t s .  This  n a t u r a l l y  l eaves  a b i g  hole  

behind which looks uns igh t ly  t o  say  the  least. I t  would seem t h a t  i f  t he  f o l k  

who have hammered the b o l t s  out  were t h a t  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  cave conservat ion then 

leaving  ho le s  behind is a funny way of showing it. I presume t h a t  these  so c a l l e d  

t r a d i t i o n a l i s t s  never e n t e r  caves t h a t  have been a r t i f i c i a l l y  widened, opened, e t c ,  

by explosives.  On a recen t  v i s i t  t o  Yordas Pot  the  'red-heads' were very handy and 

.gave a p e r f e c t  hang. When I re tu rned  t o  the  s i t e  a few days azo I was h o r r i f i e d  

t o  see the 'Luddites '  had been a t  work and t h a t  some poor unfor tunate  was having 

t o  hang h i s  rope i n  a very  u n s a t i s f a c t o r y ,  and poss ib ly  dangerous way. 

Bo l t s  o r  b l o t s .  

Whilst on the  sub jec t  of b o l t s ,  how do you p r o t e c t  them a g a i n s t  the  ravages of time? 

Yany of the  b o l t s  put i n  mines seem t o  have a l imi t ed  l i f e s p a n  due t o  water and 

grit slowly r u s t i n g  and des t roy ing  them. Some of the  b o l t s  put  i n  ?oniston 4 

years  ago look decidedly unsafe. Too much grease  on them can be p o s i t i v e l y  harmful 

as t h i s  may c r e a t e  a hydrau l i c  ram e f f e c t  the  next  time a b o l t  is  screwed i n t o  

them. After  i n s e r t i o n  the  s p i t  should be given a l i g h t  coa t ing  of a l i t h ium grease 

and poss ib ly  an old b o l t  screwed i n  and l e f t  behind t o  p r o t e c t  the  thread. Be t t e r  

than t h i s  are sone small p l a s t i c  caps which I have seen a t  Lyon Equipment, Dent. 

These screw i n t o  the s p i t  and cannot be l o s t  as they have a small p iece  of thread 

a t tached which i s  popped i n t o  the hole  along s i d e  the s p i t  before  the wedge i s  hamm- 

ered  in.  The b r i g h t  co lour  is  an a i d  t o  f ind ing  them next  time. I n  view of the cur rent  

b o l t i n g  controversy it is  a p i t y  t h a t  they a l l  seem t o  be red. 

C.O. il..Ru. 

The rescue p r a c t i c e  season is  upon u s  again and these w i l l  s tart  i n  October. Anyone 

who is i n t e r e s t e d  and would l i k e  t o  jo in  i n  o r  who would j u s t  l i k e  t o  be a ' ca sua l ty '  

ehould con tac t  t h e  team l e a d e r ,  Idlike Yi tche l l .  

Cold i n  the  h i l l s .  

Alastair Lings Y.O.  r e c e n t l y  returned'doon sooth '  from h i s  exp lo r ine  the  wilds of 

Scotland i n  search  of gold. He was white-haired, pure as t h e  dr iven  snow, mark you 

and g ibber ing  of v a s t  fo r tunes  hidden beneath the  heather-covered glens.  He has  

c e r t a i n l y  en tered  i n t o  the  s p i r i t  of th ings  and now s p o r t s  a p.v.c. mini-ki l t  of 

the :'!cCrae t a r t a n  and a black l e a t h e r e t t e  bonnet. Afte? a day d igging  a t  Force Cm-g 

he leaped back i n t o  h i s  Land Rover and disappeared i n  a cloud of d i e s e l  smoke shout- 

i n g  sonething about t ak ing  t h e  h igh  road. 



Book Reviews. 

P r inc ip le s  of Metal Mining - J.H.Collins F.G.S. ISBN 0 948079 00 2 

This i s  a r e p r i n t  af 1875 ' b a s i c  t e x t t  f o r  s tuden t s  of mining published by Mining 

Pacs imi l ies  which judging by the publishing address i s  something t o  do with 

N.M.R.S. It i s  a small pocket-sized book with a card cover. I th ink  it is r a t h e r  

overpriced at  E5.95 when you consider  the  p r i c e  of our  journal.  The binding is 

awful and mine has  s t a r t e d  t o  f a l l  to  b i t s  when the  only th ing  I d i d  with i t  

is read i t  and look a t  the  p i c t u r e s .  The contents  a r e  however exce l l en t  and the  

t e x t  reproduction is  a l s o  good. I t  conta ins  a g r e a t  d e a l  of  ma te r i a l  of i n t e r e s t  

t o  mine explorers  on mining techniques and methods and i t  i s  q u i t e  readable. It 

contains a g r e a t  many i l l u s t r a t i o n s  and these  too a r e  i n t e r e s t i n g .  The f i n a l  

sec t ion  is  a s e r i e s  of s e l f - t e s t  ques t ions  f o r  mining s tudents  t o  ready themselves 

f o r  examinations. It is  q u i t e  enl ightening  t o  r e a l i z e  how few of them I could 

answer co r rec t ly ,  e.g., "Describe th ree  forms of  hammers used by miners, g iv ing  sketches 

and s t a t i n g  weights and dimensions." and "Make a sketch  of a common "drawing l i f t "  

showing the  s i t u a t i o n  of the  lfclack" and the  doorpiece." 

I f  you a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  l e a r n i n g  more of t h i s  g r e a t  period of  mining and can a f f o r d  

i t ,  the  book is a very worthwhile investment. 

Geology of the North Pennine Oref ie ld .  Volume 2 Stainmore t o  Craven. - R.C.Dunham 

and A.A.Wilson ISBN 0 11 884284 6 

Well, i t ' s  a r r i v e d  at last, t h e  d e f i n i t i v e  work on t h e  mineral ve ins  and workings 

of t h a t  p a r t  of t h e  world. I t  is q u i t e  a b i g  book and would not  s tand up t o  

the  r igours  of f i e l d  use as i t  come i n  s o f t  covers and at  E15.00 i t ' s  a b i t  dear  

t o  wreck. It i s  up t o  the  usua l  high standard of B.G.S. pub l i ca t ions  and no 

doubt w i l l  become the  b ib le  on t h a t  a r e a  t o  all. It  is cram-packed with a g rea t  

dea l  of  information and conta ins  many maps, s ec t ions  and a few photo's.  Everything 

has map references  so  f i n d i n g  your way around should be no problem. To g e t  the  bes t  

from the  book you should r e a l l y  buy the r e l evan t  geologica l  maps t o  accompany it. 

Excellent  value and e s s e n t i a l  when v i s i t i n g  t h a t  p a r t  of the North Pennines. 

Both of the  above are a v a i l a b l e  from the  Yorkshire Dales Raiaway Bookshop, Rmbsay, 

Skipton, N.Yorks. 

The Fate  of Jeremy Visick. 

This  is the p e r f e c t  in t roduct ion  t o  mining f o r  your teenage kids.  I t  t e l l s  the  s t o r y  

of a schoolboy who becomes f a sc ina ted  by the  f a t e  of a boy of h i s  own age who 

perished i n  the  Cornish Tin ?lines i n  the  last century when he d iscovers  he is 

l i v i n g  i n  the same house as the boy and h i s  family. The s t o r y  is wel l  researched 

and q u i t e  e x c i t i n g  with l o t s  of t w i s t s  and t u r n s  although sometimes the  language and 

s t y l e  is a b i t  a d u l t .  Good Value, published by Puf f in  a t  £1.25. 



News from Industry.  Compiled by Alastair S. Lings. 

S.W.England. 

I n  l984 member companies of t he  Cornish Chamber of Yines produced: 

5047 tons of t i n  i n  concent ra tes  

7159 " l1 Zinc lt 

756 lf '" Gopper l' 11 

2580 Kg S i l v e r  " 11 

147669 tons of Aggregates 

2.25 Mil l ion  tons  of Clay (85 96 f o r  expor t )  

I n  September the planning co .mi t t ee  of Devon County Council w i l l  decide on Amaxfs 

new proposala  f o r  mining t h e  Hemerdon B a l l  Tungsten and Tin  orebody on the edge of 

the Dartnoor Xat ional  Park. 

Midlands. 

The N.C.B. has  proposed t h e  development of a new mine i n  t h e  S. Warwickshire coal- 

f i e l d .  The p r o j e c t  i s  expected t o  cos t  E400-E500 M. and g ive  a planned output  of 

3 ~ t o n s / y e a r  f o r  50 years.  

Scotland. 

F o s t e r  Yeoman Ltd. a r e  spending E60 M. developing a new 'superquarry'  a t  Glensanda 

near  F o r t  William. The quarry  should be opera t ional  by the  end of 1986, and i n i t i a l l y  

w i l l  produce 7.5 ~ t o n s / y e a r  of g r a n i t e ,  making it one of t he  b igges t  s i n g l e  q u a r r i e s  

i n  t h e  world. Broken rock is  t o  be t ipped down a s h a f t  i n t o  underground bunkers 

and crushed i n  underground m i l l s .  The crushed aggregate is t o  be t ranspor ted  ou t  

of a n  a d i t  t o  the  loading  dock, des t ined  f o r  the south  of England. 

Esso a r e  a t  present  d r i l l i n g  f o r  Zinc near  Dalmelly, Argyl l sh i re .  

Whin S i l l .  

This  is q u i t e  o f t en  mentioned i n  many worka r e l a t e d  t o  mining an3 geology i n  the  

no r th  of England. I t  is a hard b a s a l t i c  shee t  of d o l e r i t e  formed i n  the Hercynian 

O r o m y ,  a period fol lowing t h e  Carboniferous e r a  some 295 - 270 mi l l i on  yea r s  

ago. I n  the  pennines t h e  Whin S i l l  l i e s  i n  a gen t l e  half-dome a t  var ious  l e v e l s  

p a r a l l e l  t o  the sedimentary rocks  around it. There is  no t  one Whin S i l l  bu t  r a t h e r  

many appearing a t  many d i f f e r e n t  horizons a l l  over nor thern  England. The name means 

'hard rock1 and miners regarded them as a q u i t e  normal p a r t  of t h e  s t ra t igraphy.  

Nuch of Hadrians Wall is b u i l t  on an  outcrop of the  Whin S i l l  and the  i s l a n d  of 

Lindis farne  is a l s o  formed from t h i s ,  

E i r e  '86. 

I f  you fancy a t r i p  t o  the  emerald i s l e  i n  sp r ing  l986 l e t  CDJ,know as soon as 

poss ib l e ,  o r  e l s e  you may m i s s  out.  



SUB TERRANEAN SOUVENIRS 
by John  and  J o a n  Helme 

Wearing s u n d r e s s  and  s a n d a l s ,  l i g h t w e i g h t  t r o u s e r s  and  s h o r t  s l e e v e d  
s h i r t  and r i d i n g  i n  a n  e lectr ic  t r a i n  w i t h  hundreds  o f  o t h e r  h o l i d a y  makers  f rom 
a l l  o v e r  t h e  wor ld . . . . . no t  t h e  way CAT members u s u a l l y  e n t e r  a c a v e  b u t  t h e  
P o s t o j n a  Caves a r e n ' t  o n  o u r  r e g u l a r  meets list! 

Dur ing  t h e  las t  hundred-and-s ix ty- f ive  y e a r s  t w e n t y - m i l l i o n  p e o p l e  
have  t o u r e d  t h e s e  c a v e s  i n  t h e  Karst area o f  Yugos lav ia  t r a v e l l i n g  by t r a i n  f o r  
a b o u t  two k i l o m e t r e s  and  t h e n  c o n t i n u i n g  on f o o t  t o  marve l  a t  t h e  v a s t  unde rg round  
t u n n e l s  and  c a v e r n s ,  t h e  co lumns ,  s t a l ac t i t e s  and  s t a l a g m i t e s ,  c u r t a i n s  and  straws 
which have  c r e a t e d  mass ive  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  monuments and  d e l i c a t e  f i l i g r e e  and  f r e t -  
work i n  t h e  twen ty - th ree  k i l o m e t r e s  o f  l i m e s t o n e  p a s s a g e s .  

S k i l f u l  l i g h t i n g  r e v e a l s  n a t u r a l  c o l o u r s  r a n g i n g  f rom f r o t h  w h i t e  
t o  b i t t e r  brown and c i d e r  o r a n g e ,  t h a n k f u l l y  a v o i d i n g  t h e  tawdry  e f f e c t  which  
less s e n s i t i v e l y  a r r a n g e d  c o l o u r e d  electr ic  l i g h t s  c a n  produce .  

T h e r e  are t o u r i s t y  i n c o n g r u i t i e s ,  o f  c o u r s e  - t h e  underground c a f e ,  
t o i l e t s  and  s o u v e n i r  s h o p s ,  a n i n e t y  metre deep c o n c e r t  h a l l  which claims t o  seat 
ten- thousand and  h a s  e x c e l l e n t  a c o u s t i c s ,  and t h e  t r a i n  which l i k e  a f a i r g r o u n d  
g h o s t  t r a i n  r u s h e s  s h r i e k i n g  p a s s e n g e r s  i n t o  t h e  c o o l ,  dank d e p t h s  o u t  of  t h e  
b r i g h t ,  h o t  S l o v i a n  s u n s h i n e .  Bu t  t h i s  e v i d e n c e  o f  c i v i l i s e d  man is  r e d u c e d  t o  
i n s i g n i f i c a n c e  by t h e  timeless g r a n d e u r  and  i n t i m a c y  o f  n a t u r e ' s  d e s i g n .  

I n  t h e  underground r i v e r  P i v k a  l i v e s  P r o t e u s ,  a s a l a m a n d e r  w i t h o u t  
c o l o u r  o r  e y e s ,  s u r v i v i n g  on t h e  min ima l  food o f f e r e d  by t h i s  env i ronmen t  s i n c e  
T e r t i a r y  times, s a f e  from a l l  p r e d a t o r s  e x c e p t  man. A c u r i o u s  c r e a t u r e  l i k e  a 
s k i n l e s s  l i z a r d  i t  l ies  t r a p p e d  i n  a rocky  p o o l  t o  be  gazed  on  by t h e  h o r d e s  o f  
v i s i t o r s  and  bombarded by t h e  w o r t h l e s s  c o i n s  which some c a n n o t  resist t h r o w i n g  
i n t o  a n y t h i n g  r e s e m b l i n g  a w i s h i n g  w e l l .  

German occupy ing  f o r c e s  who used  t h e  c a v e s  as  a f u e l  s t o r e  d u r i n g  t h e  
second  world war found them less s a f e  t h a n  t h e y  had a n t i c i p a t e d  f o r  c a v i n g  P a r t -  
i s a n s  w i t h  a n  i n t i m a t e  knowledge o f  t h e  l o n g  p a s s a g e s  used  less w e l l  known 
e n t r a n c e s  t o  p e n e t r a t e  and  blow up t h e  s t o r e .  More t h a n  a t h o u s a n d  b a r r e l s  o f  
f u e l  burned  f o r  a week l e a v i n g  smoke b l ackened  walls as  e v i d e n c e  o f  t h e i r  a c t i v -  
i t ies .  

We emerged from t h i s  v a s t  underwor ld  w i t h  mixed f e e l i n g s  ......... 
a w e s t r u c k  by t h e  s i z e  and  s p l e n d o u r  o f  n a t u r e  'S  c r e a t i o n ,  unhappy a b o u t '  man ' s  
i n t r u s i o n  and commercia l i sm,  and  t a n t a l i s e d  by g l i m p s e s  o f  u n l i t  p a s s a g e s ,  b a r r e d  
t o  t o u r i s t s ,  p e n e t r a t i n g  even  d e e p e r  i n  t o  t h e  e a r t h .  

THE DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME a t  Whi t ehaven ' s  Haig  P i t , C u m b r i a l s  l a s t  d e e p  c o a l  mine ,  
is r u n n i n g  i n t o  t r o u b l e .  The f o u r  new t u n n e l s ,  p r e s e n t l y  b e i n g  d r i v e n  t o  p rove  
c o a l  r e s e r v e s  f i v e  miles o u t  unde r  t h e  I r i s h  S e a ,  have  d i s c o v e r e d  n o t h i n g  b u t  a 
s i x t y - f o o t  f a u l t  o f  s o l i d  r o c k .  

Coa l  p r o d u c t i o n  c e a s e d  a t  Haig  las t  summer when n e a r l y  s ix -hundred  men 
were l a i d  o f f .  S i n c e  t h e n  t h e  r e m a i n i n g  hundred-and-s ix ty  men have  been working  
h a r d  t o  d e v e l o p  new areas s o u t h  o f  t h e  o l d  workings .  The NCB had hoped t o  f i n a n c e  
t h i s  work w i t h  t h e  c o a l  produced from t h e  t u n n e l s  a s  t h e y  p r o g r e s s e d ,  a p o s s i b l e  
two-thousand t o n s  a week, b u t  because  o f  t h e  g e o l o g i c a l  problems a s  l i t t l e  as 
th ree -hundred -and- f i f t y  t o n s  p e r  week h a s  been b r o u g h t  o u t .  The t u n n e l s ,  which 
are 7 '6"  h i g h  and 1 2 '  wide  s h o u l d  have  been p r o g r e s s i n g  a t  a hundred  metres a week. 
But because  o f  t h e  h a r d  r o c k  t h e y  are p r o g r e s s i n g  a t  a mere s i x t e e n  metres a week. 



OUR MONTHLY SOCIAL EVENINGS w i l l  resume on  t h e  1 1 t h  o f  September  and  c o n t i n u e  
t h r o u g h  t h e  w i n t e r  u n t i l  t h e  s p r i n g  o f  1986,  a t  l eas t .  T h e s e  e v e n t s  are h e l d  i n  
t h e  l o u n g e  b a r  o f  t h e  Fa rmer s  A r m s  a t  Lowick,  n e a r  U l v e r s t o n ,  on t h e  SECOND WED- 
NESDAY o f  e v e r y  month,  a n d  commence a t  8:30pm. T h e r e  is  a l w a y s  some e n t e r t a i n m e n t ,  
u s u a l l y  a s l i d e  show, a n d  p l e n t y  o f  time f o r  s o c i a l i s i n g .  

APOLGIES t o  t h o s e  o f  you who were l a t e  i n  r e c e i v i n g  your  l a s t  e d i t i o n  o f  t h e  
Newsletter. We had a s p o t  o f  b o t h e r  a t  t h e  p r i n t e r s .  Word came back f rom t h e  
West C o a s t  t h a t  t h e r e  was no  s t i f f  b l u e  c a r d  f o r  t h e  c o v e r s .  The Newsletter is  
p r i n t e d  by a S y m p a t h i s e r  i n  a c a n d l e - l i t  Egremont g a r r e t ,  a r a t h e r  shady  c h a r a c t e r ,  
by a l l  a c c o u n t s ,  who i n s i s t s  on  r e m a i n i n g  n a m e l e s s  (and  who c a n  blame h im) .  Anyway, 
t h a t ' s  why your  Newsletters were l a te  - no  posh l o o k i n g  a n d  i n c r e d i b l y  e x p e n s i v e  
s t i f f  b l u e  c a r d  f o r  o u r  new-look p r o f e s s i o n a l l y - p r i n t e d  Newsletters. I f  t h i s  one  
i s  l a t e  r e a c h i n g  you,  t h e n  no  d o u b t  w e ' l l  h a v e  t o  t h i n k  up  a n o t h e r  e x c u s e .  

OUR DEEPEST SYMPATHY and  h e a r t f e l t  s o r r o w  g o e s  o u t  t o  Member Ken B a t t e r s b y  who 
r e c e n t l y  l o s t  a c h e r i s h e d  micro-wave oven  when a s t r a y  r o c k  f rom a f a c e  b l a s t  
d e m o l i s h e d  h i s  weigh-br idge  c a b i n  a t  t h e  r e c e n t l y  r eopened  G h y l l  S c a u r  Qua r ry .  
Member B a t t e r s b y ,  a l o v e r  o f  c u r r i e s  and  f o r e i g n  d i s h e s  which  smell a l o t  a n d  are 
t h o r o u g h l y  u n p a l a t a b l e ,  i s  now o b l i g e d  t o  consume l e t t u c e  s andwiches  l i k e  t h e  rest 
o f  u s .  I n  a n  i n t e r v i e w  c o n d u c t e d  b e n e a t h  a m a k e s h i f t  s h e l t e r  o f  c o r r u g a t e d  s h e e t s  
and  b i n - l i n e r s  Member B a t t e r s b y  s a i d :  " A c t u a l l y ,  j o k i n g  a p a r t ,  i t  was a classic 
n e a r  m i s s .  I ' m  b loody l u c k y  t o  be h e r e ,  and  s o ' s  my t a n d o o r i .  Now t h e n ,  d i d  I e v e r  
t e l l  you a b o u t  t h e  time I ate a f l a s k  f u l l  o f  my s i s t e r - i n - l a w ' s  b l u e - t i n t e d  
c u s t a r d  on  t h e  Is le  o f  Man f e r r y  ................. 

"CATACLYSMS" - uagrams whose solutions may be found mainly within the  current  

membership l ist  o r  pas t  newsletters. The person with t he  most answers cor rec t  w i l l  

win a PIAP - SIZE Ud. Answers t o  BZNT BY THd T A U Z S  whose address may be obtained 

from the  membership list. In  the  event of a t i e  the  winning e n t r y  w i l l  be drawn 

from a hat. 

1 )  "I zn a strutmunt ." by d r i c  

2) Finger m 2  pe l t .  

. -. 
12) Shit!  A half wetter  b i t .  

13) DMIG33 - Melee inside. 

3) o.C. Pringle is the Queen. 14) 3ezct  on warming. 

4) Hold! A cl inger.  15) Veld Znballed! 

5)  Elvers Hole. 16)  ken clue  t o  gully. 

6) &This redd flat .  17) 3ed Lee be prat .  

7)  k a i n  hammer. 18) I s t r a y  on &id. 

8)  h i s i n g  a stall. 

9 )  ~ n n  M faced zeal. 

19) Paid Neddy men. 

20) Pony plot .  

10) H i :  Scorn shor t  jeep. 21) I be mad ox. 

11) Monday I clone Megan Plencwhite. 

I n  a mine ,  i n  t h e  d a r k ,  two men f o r  a l a r k ,  t h e y  wre a n d  t h e y  s p o u t e d  p u r e  d r i b b l e ,  
and  t h e y  r o l l e d  i n  t h e  mud, s p i t t i n g  venom and  b l o o d ,  as  t h e y  e a c h  s t r o v e  t o  claim 

t h e  same k i b b l e .  
S a i d  one  t o  t h e  o the r : I fTha  yance woz m i  b r o t h e r , "  s a i d  t 1 o t h e r : " B y  gock ,  t h a  d u z  

q u i b b l e ,  " 

"Gock s o n n i n , "  s a i d  t ' f i r s t ,  "Tha h e i d  Ah w i l l  b u r s t ,  i f  t h a  d u z z e n t  l e t  gaah  o '  
yon k i b b l e  . " 

Now homeward t h e y  went ,  a l l  b loody and  s p e n t ,  f rom f i g h t i n g ,  from s w e a r i n g ,  from 
g r a f t ,  

and  t h e i r  u n s e t t l e d  d e b t ,  u n r e s o l v e d ,  f u e l e d  r e g r e t  ........... f o r  t h e  k i b b l e ,  
. L . * * *  

which  f e l l  down t h e  s h a f t .  
- , - - , - - C - , -  

P e r c y  P i t p r o p :  Poems f rom t h e  Mining  V i l l a g e s  o f  F u r n e s s ,  p. 132 



P-CROSS 

8 See men t o i l  o i n t l e s s l y  t o  l 
break rock ( 9 5  

10  The a t h e i s t ' s  h e a r t  i s  l i k e  2 
unto z bar ren  wasteland (5) 

l l Volcanic a s v w a t e r  systems can 3 
be,  a s  wel l  as non-drip g a i n t .  
Too obscure? Then h i t  about  
t e n  love i n  Cancer, f o r  

4 . . 
exzmgle (11) 

E; 
/ 

12 I1Guiet, L l r .  Capp. You ' l l  g e t  
a drink.I1 (6) 6 

13 I r r i t a t i o n  iz f te r  p o i n t s  r a i s e d  
by headmast e r  f o r  punishment 7 
( 6) 9 

ANSWERS FOR PREVIOUS CROSSWORD 

ACROSS: 1 ,5  Cumbria Amenity T r u s t ,  
6 H o l l a n d ,  8 Amateur ,  1 0  P e r c y  P i t p r o p ,  
11 P e r i l ,  12  B r e e c h i n g ,  1 6  Is le  of  Man, 
17  Ledge ,  2 0  F u l l e r s  e a r t h ,  21  Q u i n t e t ,  
22 P e r i d o t ,  2 3  S t a i n t o n  Cavern .  

DOWN: 1 C l o s e n e s s ,  2  M a l a c h i t e ,  3 Mem- 
o r i e s ,  4  No T i p ,  7  Nape, 9  S t a r g a z e r ,  
13 H a e m a t i t e ,  1 4  N i g h t  Gown, 15 E f f l u e n t ,  
18 E s s e ,  1 9  F a u l t ,  2 0  F u n g i .  

14  EI&<ing s c o r e  o r  brezking 
Furness l imes tones ,  f o r  
i n s t a n c e  (3-7,5) 

15 

Crosswords  compi l ed  by Graham Atk inson ;  
SOME of  t h e  c l u e s  a r e  m i n i n g / g e o l o g y / e t c  
o r i e n t a t e d .  

I 

Answers i n  t h e  n e x t  e d i t i o n  o f  t h e  
NEWSLETTER. 

18 I r o n  c o n t r o l  wielded as i n  
13 ac ros s  (6) 

16 

19  & 7 Down Liould i t s  c o l l a p s e  
c r e a t e  work f o r  t h e  PhI? (4 ,2 ,6)  

17 

22 Suspended p z r t i t i o n  above f a u l t  18 
(794) 

2 3  To respond about  p a r t  of t h e  20 
play - t h i s  i s  misleading (5) 

24 Approach master  f o r  t a l e s  about - 
working underground (5-4) 21 

DGirN 
Pencil-making s l a n t  i n  t he  AIed.? 
(8) 
Calcula ted d i s t ance  from land 
s e t t e e  might t r a v e l  (9,6) 
Despite h i s  name, h i s  a t t e n t i o n s  
a r e  no t  always welcome (2-6) 
They succeed t h e s e  runners,  we 
hear  (5) 
Hydro -e l ec t r i c i t y  (3,5,2,5)  

Drug t o  r e v e r s e  command a f t e r  
North C i r c u l a r  (8) 

See 19 z c r o s s  

I~y! The s o u t h  i s  without ea s t e rn  
legends (5) 

Use l and  and row na tu ra l  
p a r a f f i n  (3 -37  
Lone govm on d i sp l ay  f o r  
i l l u m i n a t i n g  advertisement (4,4) 
Chlor ide  of sodium de osits f o r  . use by weary sailors t4 ,4 )  

See 20 down 

These base  un t ru ths  g iving one a 
s i n k i n g  f e e l i n g  when proving 
u n r e l i a b l e  (5 ,6)  
Shr ink  back, o r  draw forward? ( 5 >  



jNlpets I ' v e  j u s t  had one  o f  t h o s e  Rtbi~tZ, weekends.  One o f  which weekends? . . . . y  ou a s k .  

One o f  t h o s e  weekends which  l e a v e s  you f e e l i n g  l i k e  y o u ' v e  j u s t  r o l l e d  i n  from 
work on  a w e t  F r i d a y  e v e n i n g  and  s u d d e n l y  r e a l i s e d  t h a t  i t ' s  o n l y  Wednesday. It was 
a l m o s t  a r e l i e f  t o  r e t u r n  t o  work t h i s  morning  and  b u c k l e  down t o  some l e i s u r e l y  
c o r r a c k i n ' .  To s a y  t h e  l eas t ,  i t  was a n  e x h a u s t i n g  weekend - t h a t  mine  manager up 
a t  F o r c e  C r a g  c e r t a i n l y  knows how t o  w i e l d  t h e  whip and  s q u e e z e  t h e  sweat o u t  of  
h i s  w o r k e r s ,  t h e  bloody-minded l i t t l e  f e l l o w .  Bu t  it was n o t  t h e  work which r e d u c e d  
y o u r  humble e d i t o r  t o  t h e  p a l e - f a c e d  w r a i t h  s e e n  h o b b l i n g  o n t o  t h e  q u a r r y  van t h i s  
c o l d  a n d  m i z z l y  Monday August  morning ,  it was t h e  S a t u r d a y  n i g h t  c u s t o m s ,  b a n a l  
p r a c t i c e s ,  and  u n p r e c e d e n t e d  g a s t r o n o m i c  a d v e n t u r e s  h e  was f o r c e d  t o  e n d u r e  w h i l s t  
r e l a x i n g  be tween s h i f t s .  Now my b i g  m i s t a k e  was t o  a r r i v e  a t  t h e  mine a day  e a r l y ,  
i n n o c e n t l y  h a r b o u r i n g  t h e  t h o u g h t  t h a t  a p l e a s a n t  n i g h t ' s  camping i n  C o l e d a l e ,  
p r e c e d e d  by a q u i e t  d r i n k  w i t h  t h e  mine owner s ,  m igh t  p r o v e  s p i r i t u a l l y  r e f r e s h i n g .  
So  a t  t h e  end  o f  t h e  f i r s t  s h i f t  we r e p a i r e d  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  of  B r a i t h w a i t e .  Mine 
Manager B l e z a r d  and  Mine S e c r e t a r y  Danson announced t h a t  t h e y  were  o f f  t o  t h e  
t h e a t r e  i n  Keswick t o  see a n  Alan Aikborn  p l a y  ...... and would anyone  care t o  acc- 
ompany them? F e a r i n g  t h a t  t h i s  might  p r o v e  t o o  s p i r i t u a l l y  r e f r e s h i n g  I o p t e d  f o r  
t h e  f o l k  n i g h t  i n  t h e  Muckchuckers '  A r m s ,  whe re ,  s u r r o u n d e d  by a m i g r a n t  c h a p t e r  
o f  Hell 's  Ange l s ,  I was i n t r o d u c e d  t o  t h e  l o c a l  b e e r s  by Underground Manager Green- 
bank ,  Mine E n g i n e e r  S u t c l i f f e ,  and Mine R e s i d e n t  I n c o m p e t e n t  B a r n e s  ( A l l e r d a l e  
Distr ict  champion c o r p o r a t i o n - l a m p - p o s t - k i c k e r ) .  A f t e r  much s u p p i n g  and  v e r y  l i t t l e  
s i n g i n g  I r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  mine and was t r e a t e d  t o  a s u p p e r  of  l o c a l  d e l i c a c i e s ,  
washed down w i t h  a f r a g r a n t  b l e n d  o f  u n r e f i n e d  T u r k i s h  c o f f e e  and Ba lkan  S o b r a n i e ,  
i n  t h e  r e s i d e n t i a l  wing o f  t h e  o f f i c e  b l o c k .  A l l  good t a c k l e ,  t h o u g h t  I.  Bu t  when 
t h e  b l o o d y  g e n e r a t o r  chugged i n t o  l i f e  a t  7 :30  t h e  n e x t  morning I was n o t  t o o  s u r e .  

A t  7 :59 p r e c i s e l y ,  Sub Agent  C a l v i n  a r r i v e d  i n  h i s  r a t t l y  r e d  car and 
u s h e r e d  Underground Manager Greenbank and  CAT O f f i c i a l  O b s e r v e r  McFadzean i n t o  
Z e r o  L e v e l  w i t h  t h e  p o i n t e d  end  o f  h i s  c h a r g i n g  s t i c k ,  h i s  i n t e n t i o n  b e i n g  t o  
u n b l o c k  a b a r y t e s  hoppe r  which was jammed w i t h  l a r g e  r o c k s .  H a l f  a s t i c k  o f  g e l i g -  
n i t e ,  s t r a p p e d  t o  t h e  end  o f  a n  a l c a t h e n e  p i p e  and  rammed up  i n t o  t h e  h o p p e r ,  
f a i l e d  t o  h a v e  t h e  d e s i r e d  e f f e c t  and  a c h i e v e d  l i t t l e  o t h e r  t h a n  t o  f i l l  t h e  l e v e l  
w i t h  n o x i o u s  fumes. Ano the r  two h a l f  s t i c k s  o f  g e l i g n i t e  l a t e r ,  t h e  b l o c k a g e  was 
r u n n i n g  b u t  s t i l l  p r e t t y  s o l i d ;  a f o u r t h  c h a r g e  migh t  h a v e  s h i f t e d  i t  b u t  by t h i s  
time t h e  a l c a t h e n e  p i p e  was t o o  s h o r t ,  s o  Sub Agent  C a l v i n  i s s u e d  u s  w i t h  c r o w b a r s  
and  f o r c e d  u s  down i n t o  t h e  hopper  f rom t h e  s t o p e  above .  I n  t h e  d u s t  and  t h e  i m -  
p e n e t r a b l e  n i t r o u s  fumes  w e  f i n a l l y  s u c c e e d e d  and managed t o  f i l l  f o u r  t u b s .  A t  
2 :30  pm, i n  t h e  homely mine  r e s t a u r a n t ,  t h e  underground w o r k e r s  were  t r e a t e d  t o  
p l a t e f u l s  o f  t h e  Greenbank P a t e n t  Hangover and  H e a r t b u r n  R e s t o r a t i v e  - c h i l l i  con  
c a r n e ,  w i t h  f r e s h  c h i l l i s ,  a s p r i n k l i n g  o f  cumin ,  "and k i d n e y  b e a n s ,  a y e ,  p r o p e r  
o n e s ,  n o t  t h o s e  soggy  t i n n e d  buggers . "  Good t r a d i t i o n a l  Cumbrian f a r e .  Lucky I t o o k  
some R e n n i e s .  

Yes, i t  was a h e c t i c  weekend,  a l l  s y s t e m s  were go.  Many members t u r n e d  
up f o r  t h e  meet and  a g r e a t  d e a l  o f  work was c a r r i e d  o u t .  A t  t h e  end  o f  t h e  day 
Manager  B l e z a r d  c o n d u c t e d  a t o u r  t h r o u g h  Z e r o  and No.1 l e v e l s ,  l e a d i n g  CAT members 
s i n g l e  f i l e  t h r o u g h  t h e  b i l l o w i n g  g e l i g n i t e  fumes and  r e s i d u a l  c h i l l i  con  c a r n e  
v a p o u r s ,  e y e s  s t r e a m i n g  and  l u n g s  b u r n i n g .  But  more a b o u t  F o r c e  Crag  l a t e r . . . . . b a c k  
now t o  whe re  I l e f t  o f f  i n  t h e  l a s t  Newsletter .... 

I c a n ' t  s a y  much a b o u t  t h e  Nenthead meet b e c a u s e  I was u n a b l e  t o  
a t t e n d  i t .  However, I h a v e  s i n c e  r e c e i v e d  masses o f  l e t t e r s  f rom up and down t h e  
c o u n t y  wh ich  may s h e d  a glimmer o f  l i g h t  on  t h e  s u b j e c t .  H e r e  is a b r i e f  s e l e c t i o n .  

S i r ,  why is i t  t h a t  whenever  w e  go  t o  Nenthead 
w e  i n v a r i a b l y  end up t r a p s i n g  t h r o u g h  b o r i n g  o l d  
S m a l l c l e u g h ?  S u r e l y  t h e  meet l e a d e r  c o u l d  e x h i b i t  
a l i t t l e  i m a g i n a t i o n  and  t a k e  u s  somewhere new. 

D i s g r u n t l e d ,  C a r l i s l e .  



S i r ,  why i s  i t  t h a t  whenever w e  go t o  Nenthead 
we i n v a r i a b l y  end up t r a p s i n g  th rough  b o r i n g  o l d  
Rampgil l? S u r e l y  t h e  meet l e a d e r  cou ld  e x h i b i t  a  
l i t t l e  imagina t ion  and t a k e  u s  somewhere new. 

D i s g r u n t l e d ,  Kendal. 

S i r ,  why i s  it t h a t  whenever I go t o  Nenthead 
t h e  l a n d l a d y  a t  Cherry  T r e e  C o t t a g e  i n v a r i a b l y  g i v e s  
ma a  t h i c k  e a r  f o r  t r y i n g  t o  c h a r g e  my c a v i n g  lamp 
under t h e  bed? It 's n o t  a s  i f  t h e  a c i d  burns  a r e  
v i s i b l e  when t h e y  a r e  h idden benea th  t h e  p o s t u r e  s p r i n g s .  

D i s g r u n t l e d  meet l e a d e r ,  
Lakeside  and Haver thwai te  Railway. 

On t h e  22nd o f  J u n e ,  seven members a t t e m p t e d  t o  descend through t h e  
workings  of  t h e  Knockmurton I r o n  Mines t o  t h e  Cogra Moss L e v e l ,  one  of  t h e  major 
l e v e l s  which l i n k e d  t h e  Knockmurton workings  t o  t h e  Ke l ton  mines. T h i s  a t t e m p t  was 
abandoned when t h e  equipment r a n  o u t  a-hundred-and-fif ty f e e t  down a n  i n t e r n a l  
s h a f t .  I t  is  unders tood t h a t  i t  is a t  l e a s t  a n o t h e r  f i f t y  f e e t  t o  t h e  s h a f t  bottom. 
Dashed h a r d  l i n e s .  I n  f a c t  t h e  whole day was dogged w i t h  ill l u c k .  Meet Leader 
F leming ' s  c a r  broke down on t h e  way t o  t h e  mine, y e s  t h e  d u r a c e l  b a t t e r i e s  f i n a l l y  
gave up t h e  g h o s t  and he was o b l i g e d  t o  d i t c h  i t  i n  C l e a t o r  Moor, f i r s t  c o v e r i n g  
it w i t h  s t r a w  and t u r v e s  s o  t h a t  t h e  l o c a l s  wouldn ' t  p inch  t h e  s h i n y  b i t s .  Poor 
o l d  Fleming walked t h e  remain ing  s i x  miles and t u r n e d  up j u s t  a s  t h e  meet was 
drawing t o  a  c l o s e .  But he k e p t  a  b rave  f a c e ,  and managed t o  joke a b o u t  i t  a f t e r -  
wards.  T h a t ' s  P e t e r  - a  l a u g h  a  minute .  

A f t e r  abandoning t h e  s h a f t s  i n  No.9 Leve l  and e x p l o r i n g  t h e  s t o p e s  i n  
No.3 Vein  t h e  team e n t e r e d  some of  t h e  workings h i g h e r  up t h e  f e l l  and broke i n t o  
new ground ,  d i s c o v e r i n g  c l o g  p r i n t s  on t h e  f l o o r ,  dozens  of  c a n d l e s ,  and a  broken 
wagon wheel .  L o t s  of  scope  f o r  f u r t h e r  e x p l o r a t i o n ,  s a y s  Richard  Hewer, who h a s  
v i s i t e d  t h e s e  mines b e f o r e  and is r a t h e r  a  knowledgeable chap s o  f a r  a s  mines a r e  
concerned .  Next time w e ' l l  t a k e  more g e a r  and pe rhaps  a n  emergency set of Durace l s .  

R i g h t ,  hands up t h o s e  o f  you who i n t e n d e d  t o  t u r n  o u t  f o r  t h e  Conis ton  
camping weekend bu t  d i d n ' t  because  a t  t h e  l a s t  minute  you c o u l d n ' t  f i n d  your t e n t  
pegs .  Hang on w h i l e  I c o u n t  you a l l .  R i g h t  t h e n ,  hands down. Now answer t h i s  ques t -  
i o n .  Do you know how many members a c t u a l l y  camped o u t ,  how many of  t h e  f a i t h f u l  
few f o r s o o k  t h e  L i v e  Aid c o n c e r t  and braved t h e  wind and r a i n  f o r  some s t i m u l a t i n g  
s o c i a l i s i n g  and a  n i g h t  benea th  t h e  open sky?  You d o n ' t  know? Then l e t  me t e l l  you. 
ONE. Yes,  one! And who was t h e  s imple  f e l l o w ?  Bloody muggins h e r e .  Sucker  McF. 

Sa tu rday  a lways  was a  bad day f o r  a  meet; t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  specimen was 
no e x c e p t i o n .  There  I s t o o d ,  a l o n e  i n  t h e  s w i r l i n g  d r i z z l e ,  a  s o l i t a r y  f i g u r e  b e n t  
and d e j e c t e d ,  blowing h o t  b r e a t h  i n t o  cupped hands  a s  t h e  wind b l a s t e d  a s h e s  and 
c i n d e r s  from t h e  c h a r r e d  remains  of Mr Johnson ' s  h o l i d a y  c o t t a g e .  Such is  l i f e .  
A t  l e n g t h  I was j o i n e d  by Mike M i t c h e l l ,  I a n  Matheson, and P e t e r  Fleming. "Are you 
camping o u t  t o n i g h t ? "  I asked  e a g e r l y .  They shook t h e i r  heads  and t u r n e d  away, 
c a s t i n g  s h e e p i s h  g l a n c e s  a t  e a c h  o t h e r  a s  t h e y  removed t h e i r  t o u p e e s  and t o o k  t h e i r  
P h y l l o s a n .  Th ings  were l o o k i n g  grim. Things  looked d e c i d e d l y  grimmer when M i t c h e l l  
unloa&d f i v e  l e n g t h s  of s c a f f o l d i n g  t u b e  from t h e  back of  h i s  rus t -co loured  w h i t e  
van and p l a c e d  them i n  a  p i l e  w i t h  t h e  t a c k l e .  "Maypole," he s a i d  b l a n k l y  a s  t h e  
r a i n  t r i c k l e d  down h i s  b a l d  head and d r i p p e d  o f f  h i s  nose .  

And s o  we s p e n t  t h e  day i n  Paddy End, t r y i n g  v a i n l y  t o  c l imb  o v e r  a  
mass ive  b o u l d e r  choke i n  t h e  Boxing Day S t o p e s  on Top Leve l .  It t r a n s p i r e d  t h a t  
t h e  maypole was j u s t  a  shade  t o o  s h o r t ;  t h e r e  i t  s t o o d ,  swaying a l a r m i n g l y ,  
Fleming hang ing  on f o r  d e a r  l i f e  a s  i t  r a t t l e d  and twanged, n u t s  and b o l t s  bouncing 
o f f  t h e  s t o p e  w a l l s  a s  h i s  v i b r a t i n g  k n e e s  shook them l o o s e .  "I'll f e t c h  a n o t h e r  
l e n g t h  of  p o l e  tomorrow," s a i d  M i t c h e l l .  "Urghhhh," groaned everybody else. And 
t h a t  was S a t u r d a y .  

Re-enforcements a r r i v e d  on Sunday morning. Members p r e s e n t ,  b e s i d e s  
S a t u r d a y  ' S team, were Mark Wickenden, C h r i s  J o n e s  , Dennis Webb , Don J o n e s  , Tim 
C l a r k ,  and C h r i s  Crowder. With a  f r e s h  wind s t i r r i n g  t h e  b racken ,  w e  set o f f  up 



t h e  t r a c k  w i t h  o u r  e x t r a  l e n g t h  o f  s c a f f o l d i n g  p o l e .  Mr Johnson  waved c h e e r f u l l y  
as w e  p a s s e d ,  b i d d i n g  u s  good morning f rom h i s  a i r y  open-plan l i v i n g  room and s o  
o b v i o u s l y  o v e r j o y e d  a t  h a v i n g  j u s t  d i s c o v e r e d  t h r e e  f r e sh ly -cooked  p o t a t o e s  i n  t h e  
s p i n d l y  r e m a i n s  o f  h i s  e a s y  c h a i r .  Ah, i t  was a p l e a s a n t  Sunday morning;  b i r d s  
were s i n g i n g ,  c h u r c h  b e l l s  r i n g i n g ,  dumpers g r o w l i n g  t u n e f u l l y  i n  Brandy Crag  Quarry .  

Down on Top L e v e l  we r e a s s e m b l e d  t h e  maypole and  managed t o  s c r a m b l e  
on  t o p  o f  t h e  b o u l d e r  choke .  Matheson and Webb r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  was no way o n ,  
j u s t  a s t e e p  s l o p e  t e r m i n a t i n g  i n  t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  s t o p e .  So  much f o r  Top L e v e l .  We 
d e c i d e d  t o  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  s u r f a c e ,  have  some d i n n e r ,  and  d o  some s u r v e y i n g  i n  L e v e r s  
Water Mine. 

You must  b e a r  w i t h  m e ,  f o r  I ' m  a f r a i d  I ' m  g o i n g  t o  have  t o  be s e r i o u s  
f o r  a few s e n t e n c e s  and a d o p t  a less  f l i p p a n t  a t t i t u d e .  Mine e x p l o r a t i o n  is a 
d a n g e r o u s  a c t i v i t y ,  w e  a l l  know t h a t ,  w e  are a l l  aware o f  t h e  d a n g e r s  and do  o u r  
u t m o s t  t o  gua rd  a g a i n s t  them. To d a t e  w e  have  been f o r t u n a t e ,  no  o n e  h a s  had a 
s e r i o u s  a c c i d e n t  on a c l u b  meet - whethe r  t h i s  is l u c k  o r  good management, I know 
n o t .  However, i n  L e v e r s  Water Mine Don J o n e s  s tumbled  and f e l l  head long  i n t o  a 
h o l e  i n  t h e  s o l e  o f  t h e  l e v e l ,  l a n d i n g ,  l u c k i l y ,  on a s t e m p l e  which s a v e d  him from 
a f u r t h e r  f a l l  o f  f o r t y  f e e t .  Don b r o k e  h i s  l e g .  It c o u l d  have  been  worse ,  f a r  
worse .  A c c i d e n t s  c a n  and  do  happen,  e v e n  t h e  most c a r e f u l  and  most  p r o f i c i e n t  are 
p r o n e ,  i t '  S o n e  o f  t h o s e  t h i n g s .  Now, as  i t  t r a n s p i r e d ,  s i x  o f  t h o s e  p r e s e n t  were 
a l s o  members o f  C.O.M.R.U., t h e  mine r e s c u e  team. Mike M i t c h e l l  c o n s t r u c t e d  a 
s t r e t c h e r  from some t a p e  s l i n g s  and two s c a f f o l d i n g  p o l e s ,  and  w i t h i n  a n  hour  Don 
was o u t  i n  t h e  s u n s h i n e .  Good management t h a t .  I n  f a c t  t h e  r e s c u e  went  v e r y  smoothly .  
Don was t a k e n  t o  h o s p i t a l  i n  C h r i s  J o n e s '  Land Rover ,  a n  e x p e r i e n c e  which was 
p r o b a b l y  more p a i n f u l  t h a n  t h e  a c c i d e n t .  

And t h a t  b r i n g s  u s  f u l l  c i rc le  back t o  F o r c e  Crag.  B e f o r e  I hand you 
o v e r  t o  o u r  f o r e i g n  c o r r e s p o n d e n t ,  ~ e E o r  C a l v i n o ,  f o r  a d e t a i l e d  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  
work t h a t  was c a r r i e d  o u t ,  I would l i k e  t o  g r a s p  t h e .  o p p o r t u n i t y  o f  s l a g g i n g  
Member Murphy, m i l l i o n a i r e ,  p h i l a n t h r o p i s t ,  boy wonder,  who m a n i f e s t e d  q u i t e  e e r i l y  
f rom beh ind  t h e  c u r t a i n s  i n  t h e  Muckchuckers '  A r m s  and  cadged a d r i n k  f o r  h i m s e l f  
and  h i s  g i r l f r i e n d .  Member Murphy, no  newcomer t o  t h i s  column, i s  n e v e r  s low t o  
p o i n t  o u t  t h a t  t h e  t h i n g s  I write a b o u t  him are i n a c c u r a t e  t o  s a y  t h e  leas t .  "Th i s  
i s  t h e  b l o k e  who writes t h o s e  a w f u l  l i es  a b o u t  m e , "  h e  s a i d ,  as I was i n t r o d u c e d  
t o  J u n g l e  J i l l ,  t h e  w i l d - h a i r e d  g i r l  who was c a r r y i n g  a l l  t h e  baggage .  Murphy had 
h i t c h e d  a l l  t h e  way t o  B r a i t h w a i t e  w i t h  no  f o o d ,  no  money, no  t e n t  p e g s ,  and s t i l l  
managed t o  have  a good time. Haven ' t  l e a r n t  h i s  secret y e t ,  b u t  as soon as  I d o ,  
I ' l l  l e t  you know. 

............................................................................... 
I was l o o k i n g  o u t  o f  t h e  window t h e  o t h e r  day ,  as I ate my 
jam b u t t y  and s a w  t h e  wind and r a i n  b lowing t h e  s e a g u l l s  
o f f  t h e  r o o f  t o p s ,  when my t h o u g h t s  went  o u t  t o  t h o s e  devo ted  
and  f e a r l e s s  jam b u t t y  m i n e r s  i n  t h e  w i l d s  o f  C o l e d a l e .  I f  
it was n o t  f o r  t h e i r  u n s e l f i s h  e f f o r t s ,  working  knee  deep  i n  
o o z i n g  jam and marmalade w e  would n o t  be a b l e  t o  e n j o y  o u r  
jam b u t t i e s  f o r  tea. 
To s p e c i a l i s e  i n  jam b u t t y  min ing  o n e  must  be  a b l e  t o  see 
t h e  f r u i t f u l  work t h a t  l i e s  a h e a d ,  be  a b l e  t o  c h e c k  t h e  spec-  

- i f i c  g r a v i t y  o f  t h e  o o z i n g  jam m i x t u r e  as it f l o w s  s l o w l y  o u t  C A L V ~ N * ~  of  t h e  b u t t i e s .  A s p e c i a l i s t  w i l l  be a b l e  t o  s t i c k  t o  h i s  
GoLVHN work and w i l l  d e v o t e  h i m s e l f  t o  t h e  s p e c i a l  knowledge of  

c o l l e c t i n g  s p e c i m e n s  f o r  e x p o r t  t o  I r e l a n d .  S p e c i a l  equipment  f o r  jam b u t t y  making 



i s  r e q u i r e d  i n  your jam m i l l :  p r e s e r v i n g  p a n s ,  s l o t t e d  s p o o n s ,  f u n n e l s ,  s i e v e s ,  
jars and  jar c o v e r s .  A l l  t h i s  a d d s  up t o  a l a r g e  c a p i t a l  o u t l a y  so  o n l y  t h e  p e o p l e  
w i t h  u n l i m i t e d  s u p p l i e s  o f  money, l i k e  t h e  owners  o f  F o r c e  Crag ,  s h o u l d  a t t e m p t  
t h i s  t y p e  o f  v e n t u r e .  The p r o f e s s i o n a l  jam b u t t y  mine r  w i l l  have  s p e n t  y e a r s  s tudy -  
i n  t h i s  t y p e  of m i n i n g  a t  t h e  Royal  S c h o o l  o f  Jam B u t t y  Mines,  London. 

CAT meet F o r c e  C r a g  Mine,  Sunday August  t h e  18th:-  About twenty-two 
members t u r n e d  up f o r  t h e  meet a t  F o r c e  C r a g  Labour Camp. Stompen F u h r e r  Manager 
B l e z a r d ,  known t o  h i s  c l o s e  f r i e n d s  a s  Bob-a-Job, g o t  h i s  s o a p  box o u t  and  r i s i n g  
t o  h i s  f u l l  h e i g h t  o f  5 f t  a d d r e s s e d  t h e  b e w i l d e r e d  CAT c o n s c r i p t s ,  t h e n  p i c k e d  
o u t  t h e  f i t t e s t  and  t h e  o n e s  who were i n  f e a r  o f  him. "You w i l l  c a r r y  f e n c e  p o s t s  
and  ba rbed  wire up t o  High F o r c e  Crag .  You w i l l  n o t  s l a c k  o r  g e t  you r  l u n c h  till 
you c o m p l e t e  t h e  f e n c i n g .  I w i l l  b e  w i t h  you a l l  t h e  time w a t c h i n g  f o r  d e f e c t o r s  
a n d  d e s e r t e r s . "  With t h a t  h e  g o t  h i s  r i f l e ,  and  h i s  k i l l e r  guard  dog Honey, o u t  
o f  h i s  car. The o n l y  t h i n g  t h a t  was k e e p i n g  t h e  k i l l e r  dog away f rom t h e  CAT mem- 
b e r s  was t h e  p i e c e  o f  a n c h o r  c h a i n  on i ts c o l l a r ,  i t  l o o k e d  l i k e  t h e  same c h a i n  
h e  k e e p s  h i s  w a l l e t  on .  So a l o n g  l i n e  o f  b e w i l d e r e d  s h e r p a s  s t a r t e d  t h e  l o n g  
c l i m b  up t o  High F o r c e .  But  miracles c a n  happen even  a t  F o r c e  C r a g ,  f o r  who s h o u l d  
come a l o n g  t o  s a v e  t h e  f o r c e d - l a b o u r  g a n g ,  none o t h e r  t h a n  B i g g l e s  ( C h r i s  J o n e s ) ,  
r i d i n g  a motor  c y c l e  t h a t  l o o k e d  l i k e  i t  had been made up from some o l d  b r a s s  bed 
s t e a d s  and  a mangle.  T h i s  machine  was e q u i p e d  w i t h  two o u t r i g g e r s  c a p a b l e  o f  
c a r r y i n g  e x o c e t  missiles, o r  i n  t h i s  case f e n c e  p o s t s .  Then s t r a p p i n g  t h e  p o s t s  
t o  h i s  m o t o r i s e d  bed s t e a d  h e  d e f i e d  g r a v i t y  and  d e a t h ,  r o a r i n g  up  a n d  down t h e  
t r a c k  t o  High F o r c e ,  t h u s  s a v i n g  t h e  c o n s c r i p t s  a l o t  o f  h a r d  work. So  w i t h  t h i s  
j o i n t  e f f o r t ,  Stompen F u h r e r  B l e z a r d  now h a s  a h i g h  a l t i t u d e  punishment  compound 
up  a t  High Force .  So beware you Doub t ing  Thomas ' ,  d o n ' t  knock h i s  jam b u t t y  mine 
o r  you c o u l d  be l o c k e d  up t h e r e .  

G o l d f i n g e r  L i n g s  came down from h i s  p r o s p e c t i n g  i n  S c o t l a n d  t o  j o i n  
t h e  meet and  was f l a s h i n g  h i s  g o l d  n u g g e t s  a b o u t .  T h i s  is t h e  f i r s t  time we 've  
s e e n  o n e  c h a i n e d  t o  a b l a c k  mac. I t ' s  f o r  s e c u r i t y  r e a s o n s ,  s o  h e  s a y s .  

But  t h i s  meet was n o t  a l l  f u n  f o r  a g r e a t  d e a l  o f  work was c a r r i e d  o u t  
a r o u n d  F o r c e  Crag Mine,  t h i s  day .  CAT members comple t ed  a h a r d  and  w e t  j o b  f e n c i n g  
o f f  t h e  o l d  s h a f t s  h i g h  up  on High F o r c e  C r a g s .  A l a r g e  d r a i n a g e  d i t c h  was dug 
o u t  f rom t h e  new e n t r a n c e  t o  No.1 L e v e l ,  p a s t  t h e  o l d  No.1 e n t r a n c e ,  t o  t h e  t i p  
e n d s  t o  s t o p  w a t e r  washing  t h e  t i p s  down i n t o  t h e  m i l l .  P a r t  o f  t h e  o f f i c e  was 
p a i n t e d  o u t ,  new glass p u t  i n  t h e  windows, and  a  new r i d g e  f i t t e d  t o  t h e  r o o f .  A 
f a l l  was c l e a r e d  25 y a r d s  i n  Z e r o  L e v e l ,  and  s i d e s  r e t i m b e r e d  . A b l o c k e d  hoppe r  
was c l e a r e d  and  a f u l l  r ound  of  h o l e s  was f i r e d  i n  t h e  s t o p e .  So a l l  i n  a l l  CAT 
members p u t  a r i g h t  good s h i f t  i n .  Some members c l e a r e d  a way t h r o u g h  t o  t h e  High 
F o r c e  l e v e l s  from No.3 L e v e l  and  had  a t h r o u g h  t r i p .  Manager B l e z a r d  t o o k  a p a r t y  
t o  l o o k  a round  t h e  punishment  w o r k i n g s  i n  Z e r o  L e v e l  where t h e y  saw t h r e e  d e s e r t e r s  
f o r c e d  t o  work i n s i d e  a jam b u t t y  h o p p e r  as t h e i r  punishment  f o r  n o t  g o i n g  up t o  
High  F o r c e  w i t h  him. They have  o n l y  o n e  c a n d l e  a week o f f  him; h e  s a y s  t h e y  s h o u l d  
eat more c a r r o t s  t h e n  t h e y  would see b e t t e r .  By t h e  way, h e  w i l l  s u p p l y  t h e  c a r r o t s  
c h e a p ,  o r  s o  he  s a y s .  
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