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C APS 
SUMMERTIME I N  DING DONG 

by McF 

So you sit down i n  t h i s  g r e e n  g r a s s y  f i e l d  and t a l k  o v e r  a few i d e a s ,  
d i s c u s s  t h e  impor tance  of  hedge boundar ies  and m i n e r a l  owners,  r e s o l v e  a g a i n  
t o  p lug  t h e  i r o n  p i p e  t h a t  gushes  water from t h e  r e s e r v o i r  i n  S n i p e  G i l l ,  and 
now and a g a i n  s h a r e  a few happy memories t h a t  have somehow managed t o  remain 
happy d e s p i t e  t h e  t r a g i c  e v e n t  t h a t  h a s ,  i n  a s o r t  o f  roundabout  way , -compel led-  _ 
you t o  v i s i t  t h i s  p e a c e f u l  p l a c e .  The mud i n  t h e  gateway is  h a r d ,  r u t t e d ,  and 
as r e d  as t h e  h a m a t i t e t h a t  l i e s  benea th  i t ,  baked by t h e  August sun  and 
s t a i n e d  w i t h  c o l d  i r o n .  A s o l i t a r y  s p o i l  heap dominates  t h e  empty f i e l d .  Shal low 
d e p r e s s i o n s ,  b a r e l y  d i s c e r n i b l e  i n  t h e  g l a r e  of  t h e  a f t e r n o o n ,  i n d i c a t e  t h e  
p o s i t i o n s  of  s h a f t s  whose names are c o n f i n e d  t o  mildewed s u r v e y s  and whose 
h i s t o r i e s  have a l l  b u t  e v a p o r a t e d .  Over i n  t h e  c o r n e r ,  benea th  a shady tree, 
is  t h e  Ding Dong, a d a r k  s h a f t  descend ing  v e r t i c a l l y  benea th  t h e  broken ground 
and c l i p p e d  hay f i e l d s  of  L i n d a l  ZCIoor. U45 P i t  t h e  o l d  company c a l l e d  it. The 
B s t o o d  f o r  Buccleuch.  You r e f l e c t  t h a t  someone once t o l d  you Ding Dong w a s  
t h e  m i n e r s 1  name, t h a t  it h a s  i ts  o r i g i n s  i n  Cornwal l  and was brought  t o  
Furness  by t i n  miners  s e e k i n g  employment. 

And it was i n  August ,  s i x  months a f t e r  t h e  t r a g i c  d e a t h  o f  Mark Wickenden, 
t h a t  w e  dec ided  t o  implement some s o r t  of  programne t o  e x p l o r e  and document 
areas o f  t h e  mine t h a t  were v i r t u a l l y  untouched.  Ding Dong was Ijfarkts p r o j e c t .  
And s o  f a r  as t h e  Ding Dong i t s e l f  was concerned ,  t h e  p r o j e c t  was complete .  
The s h a f t  had been opened,  t h e  workings  e x p l o r e d ,  photographed,  and thorough ly  
surveyed.  But t h e r e  were v a s t  areas o f  workings  beyond t h e  boundar ies  of  B45 
P i t ,  t o  which it was t h o u g h t ,  back i n  1983,  t h e r e  must be a c o n n e c t i o n .  Mark 
a l l u d e d  t o  such  a c o n n e c t i o n  i n  The Mine E x p l o r e r  Volume I. 

'l.. . . T h i s  would be  a f a s c i n a t i n g  sys tem i f  w e  c o u l d  f i n d  t h e  l i n k  as 
t h e  Millom and Askam (Hemat i t ecompany)  workings  (worked from Derby Nos. 1 , 2  
and 3 P i t s )  were c o l o s s a l . . . . . .  I t  

l 1  .... We are n o t  s u r e  y e t  i f  t h e  mines are connected b u t  w e  have come 
very  c l o s e .  During t h e  d r y  summer o f  1983, w e  found t h e  67yd L e v e l ,  a l m o s t  
d r y  and i n t a c t  th roughout  its l e n g t h .  The l e v e l  is  i n  f a c t  j u s t  o v e r  2 0 0 f t  
v e r t i c a l l y  from t h e  s u r f a c e .  T h i s  l e v e l  was fo l lowed  f o r  j u s t  under 5 0 0 f t  a t  
which p o i n t  it had sumped t o  t h e  roof  due t o  t h e  i n c l i n a t i o n  of  t h e  passage .  
However, i n  one  o f  t h e  s i d e  passages  w e  d i s c o v e r e d  a 2 5 f t  rise i n  a small 
chamber above t h e  passage  ( t h e  rise is marked on t h e  s u r v e y  as  Derby RiseJ .... 
On l o o k i n g  a t  t h e  o r i g i n a l  s u r v e y  copy l a te r ,  w e  found t h e  rise t o  be j u s t  
l o f t  away from t h e  Derby workings  ..... U n f o r t u n a t e l y  t h e  67yd Leve l  is now 
once a g a i n  f l o o d e d ,  a l l o w i n g  u s  o n l y  t o  s p e c u l a t e ,  t h a t  is  u n t i l  t h e  n e x t  

t 1 h e a t  wave. ...... 
The 67yd Level  was t h e  main hau lage  road  of  t h e  Buccleuch mines ,  l i n k i n g  

n e a r l y  a l l  t h e  workings  n o r t h  of  t h e  B30 P i t  i n  Henning V a l l e y ,  from whence 
it was d r i v e n .  Loca l i zed  c o l l a p s e s  have ensured  t h a t  t h e  Ding Dong s e c t i o n s  
of  t h e  t u n n e l  f l o o d  t o  t h e  r o o f ,  t h e  wa te r  l e v e l  d ropp ing  d u r i n g  p e r i o d s  of  
d r y  weather  o n l y .  Dur ing t h e  d rough t  of 1984 ~blark, a l o n g  w i t h  Mar t in  P r i o r ,  
ascended t h e  Derby Xise  and d i s c o v e r e d  a s e r i e s  o f  workings  more e x t e n s i v e  
and corrrplex t h a n  he  had da red  imagine .  Hot on ly  had he  won i n t o  t h e  Derby 
workings o f  t h e  l l i l l o m  and Askam H ~ m a t i t e C o m p a n y ,  he had passed c l e a n  th rough  
thew and on i n t o  t h e  mass ive  chambers o f  B47 and B43 P i t s  on t h e  L i n d a l  bioor 
Main Vein. L a t e r  i n  t h e  summer he  r e t u r n e d  f o r  a n o t h e r  e x p l o r a t o r y  t r i p  w i t h  . - - - 
N a r t i n  Maller, C h r i s  J o n e s  and myse l f ,  and pushed t h e  sys tem a l i t t l e  f l i r twer .  
Tha t  w a s  t h e  l a s t  t ime  Mark Wickenden set f o o t  i n  t h e  i n c r e d i b l e  s e r i e s  o f  
i r o n  o r e  workings  h e  had s t r i v e n  s o  h a r d  t o  d i s c o v e r .  

And t h e n  came August and September 1586,  b r i n g i n g  t o  t h e  f i e l d s  o f  
Yurness a d i l u t e d  I n d i a n  summer t o  r i p e n  b l a c k b e r r i e s  i n  t h e  broken ground 
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and draw mushrooms from t h e  r e d  s o i l .  The water dropped on t h e  67yd Level  
and s u d a e n l y ,  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  time i n  two y e a r s ,  t h e  Derby Rise became a c c e s s i b l e .  

- -  - - -  4 0 t i $ i p a t i n g  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n ,  Lindsay H a r r i s o n  and B e l t  Wheeler had unear thed  
a series of mine p l a n s  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  Buccleuch workings,  though had enjoyed 
no s u c c e s s  a t  a l l  i n  t r a c k i n g  down p l a n s  o f  t h e  Derby workings.  Tile background 
i n f o r m a t i o n  f o r  o u r  p r o j e c t  was, t h e r e f o r e ,  incomple te ;  worse t h a n  t h a t ,  i t  
had an  i n f u r i a t i n g  blank p a t c h  r i g h t  i n  t h e  middle ,  f o r  t h e  Derby workings 
d i s e c t  t h e  l3uccleuch r o y a l t y ,  t h r u s t i n g  i n  l i k e  a g r e a t  wedge. 

The m i n e r a l  r i g h t s  of L i n d a l  Moor were owned, predominant ly ,  by t h e  
Duke of r3uccleucl~ and worked by I Ia r r i son ,  A i n s l i e  and Couipany, w i t h  t h e  excep- 
t i o n  of s e v e r a l  small t racts  be long ing  t o  t h e  E a r l  of Derby. The Derby t r a c t  
i n  which w e  were i n t e r e s t e d  was l a s t  worked by t h e  irlillom and Askam Haematite 
Company a b o u t  t h e  time of  t h e  Great War. The Derby s u r v e y s  e x i s t e d ,  t h a t  we 
knew. D e t a i l e d  p l a n s  and c r o s s - s e c t i o n s  had been drawn up f o r  a l e g a l  b a t t l e  
between t h e  two companies a t  t h e  tu r i l  of  t h e  c e n t u r y  when H a r r i s o n ,  A i n s l i e  
and Company accused t h e  b l i l l o n ~  and Askam Hana t i i t eCompany  of t r e s p a s s i n g  
i n t o  t h e i r  r o y a l t y  and mining t h e i r  o r e .  The t r e s p a s s  w a s  proved and H a r r i s o n ,  
A i n s l i e  and Company were conipensated f o r  t h e  l o s s  o f  revenue i n c u r r e d .  Obvious- 
l y ,  i f  t h i s  p r o j e c t  of o u r s ,  t h i s  l e g a c y ,  was t o  p r o g r e s s  w e  needed c o p i e s  of 
t h e  Derby s u r v e y s  i n  o r d e r  t o  have a n  i d e a  of what l a y  down t h e r e .  We c o u l d ,  
i n  time, produce our  own, g i v e n  f a v o u r e b l e  c o n d i t i o n s .  Though t h i s  would n o t  
t e l l  u s  where t h e  l egendary  ' T r e s p a s s  Corner '  w a s  l o c a t e d ,  n e i t h e r  would it 
l e a d  u s  i n t o  t h e  e l u s i v e  areas of new ground t h a t  l a y  beyond t h e  1984 discov-  
eries. 

On t h e  evening of t h e  5 t h  of Aubuot, B e r t  Wheeler, Dennis Webb and myself 
waded a l o n g  t h e  b7yd Level  t o  t h e  Ilerby Rise. The water was deeper  t h a n  i t  had 
been i n  ' 84 ,  exceeding 5 f t  i n  p l a c e s ,  and poor Uennis was o b l i k e d  t o  s w i i n  
n e a r l y  t h e  e n t i r e  35Uft Irom t h e  bottom of  I-iarton Chb~nber i n  Lling 1)ong t o  t h e  
f o o t  of t h e  rise. The llerby woricings are i n c r e d i b l y  complex and r o u t e  f i n d i n g  
i n  what amounts t o  a three-difi iensional maze is  no e a s y  t a s k .  We had hoped t o  
win i n t o  some new ground d u r i n g  tile c o u r s e  of t h e  evening though I was having 
a d e v i l  of a job  r e - f a ~ ~ l i l i a r i z i n g  myself  w i t h  t h e  known s t u f f .  E v e n t u a l l y  w e  
won th rough  t o  t h e  f o o t  o f  t h e  B47 s h a f t ,  s i t u a t e d  a t  t h e  edge of a huge chan- 
ber  on t h e  L i n d a l  iiloor Hain Vein,  though n o t  by t h e  r o u t e  h a r k  had t a k e n  me 
two y e a r s  earlier.  

M 7  P i t  was sunk th rough  15Uft of l i m e s t o n e  t o  i n t e r s e c t  t h e  Main Vein 
on i ts  e a s t e r n  boundary. When t h i s  p o r t i o n  of t h e  v e i n  had been worked o u t  
(and it is 4 0 f t  wide i n  t11c v i s c i n i t y  o f  t h e  s h a f t )  U47 P i t  becanie redundant  
and was u t i l i z e d  as a t i p  f o r  s p o i l  l i f t e d  i r o n  ne ighbour ing  n i n e s .  I n  la ter  
y e a r s  it was t i p p e a  i n  by t h e  Zanier who f i l l e d  i t  r i g h t  t o  t h e  c o l l a r  w i t h  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  waste. Luck i ly  f o r  u s ,  one o f  h i s  l o a d s ,  a t r a i l e r - f u l l  of  o l d  
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t y r e s ,  jarmecl i n  a c o n s t r i c t i o n  s i x t y  f e e t  from t h e  bottom, e f f e c t i v e l y  con- 
f i n i n s  f u r t h e r  t i p p i n g  t o  t h e  upper  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  s h a f t .  The main chamber, 
t h e n ,  i s  n o t  a s  t h e  miners  l e f t  i t .  There  is  a huge cone  of  s p o i l ,  s c a t t e r e d  
w i t h  t y r e s  and cow s l t u l l s ,  r i s i n g  t o  w i t h i n  twenty  f e e t  o f  t h e  f o o t  o f  "u7.  You 
can  l o o k  up t h e  s h a f t  and j u s t  ~aalte o u t  t h e  b lockage o f  b u l g i n g  r u b b e r  h i g h  
i n  t h e  d r i p p i n g  shadows. 

'i'he f l o o r  o f  t h e  main chamber i s  composed o f  b a c k f i l l e d  s p o i l  and huge 
limestone s l a b s  which have dropped from t h e  r o o f .  E v e r y t h i n g  is  c o a t e d  i n  a  
s t i c k y  r e d  silt - r e s i d u e s  d e p o s i t e d  by t h e  f l o o d w a t e r s  o f  w i n t e r .  It w a s  _ _ _I- - -  
r a t h e r  d i s c o n c e r t i n g  to n o t e  t h a t  t h e  f o o t p r i n t s  o f  o u r  1984 v i s i t  t o  Xhi.5 
now s i l e n t  and waterless chamber had been a l m o s t  waslied away, l e a v i n g  o n l y  
t h e  s l i g h t e s t  traces on h i g h  bslnlts where t h e  mud was f i r m e r .  

Disappo in ted  t h a t  n o t h i n g  had been ach ieved  on t h e  5 t h  of  August ,  6ert 
anci I r e t u r n e d  on t h e  l b t h  w i t h  C h r i s  D. J o n e s  and C h r i s  rloore. Our s p i r i t s  
were h i g h  as w e  made our  way down th rough  t h e  Ding ilony: workings;  w e  had r o p e ,  
l a d d e r s ,  and enough food and d r i n k  t o  l a s t  u s  a  good t e n  h o u r s .  Imagine o u r  
u t t e r  bewilderment when w e  a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  f o o t  of  t h e  14arton Chaii~ber t o  f i n d  
t h e  67yd Leve l  f l o o d e d  t o  t h e  r o o f .  The water had r i s e n  by 13" i n  t h e  s p a c e  
o f  E few days .  T r u e ,  t h e r e  had been some r a i n  tliough t h e  weather  had n o t  been 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  w e t .  T h i s  deve lopnen t  f o r c e d  u s  t o  r e g a r d  t n e  07yd L e v e l  i n  a 
i l i f f e r e n t  l i g h t .  It downed on u s  t h a t  w e  were d e a l i n g  w i t h  a  series o f  t u n n e l s  
more a k i n  t o  a n  a c t i v e  c a v e  sys tem t h a n  a n  abandoned mine,  and t h a t  once  up 
t h e  Derby Rise a t  t h e  f u r t h e r  end o f  t h e  67yd L e v e l  t h e r e  was a  v e r y  r e a l  
danger  of  becoming t r a p p e d  s h o u l d  t h e  weather  t a k e  a n a s t y  t u r n .  We r e s o l v e d  
t o  o b t a i n  a  d e t a i l e d  weather  f o r e c a s t  b e f o r e  embarking on any f u t u r e  t r i p s ,  
n o t  wish ing  t o  spend a w i n t e r  i n  t h e  Derby workings  d e s p i t e  t h e i r  a t t r a c t i o n s .  

On t h e  1 4 t h  o f  September J o n e s ,  P h i 1  Mer r in  and myself  descended t o  t h e  
67yd L e v e l  and found t h e  water low enough t o  a l l o w  u s  a s a f e  passage  t o  the -  
Derby Rise. We s p e n t  a  t o t a l  o f  seven  h o u r s  underground,  d u r i n g  which w e  s k e t -  
ched a  rough su rvey  o f  t h e  Derby, B47 and B43 workings ,  measured and s k e t c h e d ,  
i n  d e t a i l ,  a wooden o r e  wagon Mark Wickenden had d i s c o v e r e d  i n  1984,  a n d ,  t o  
my g r e a t  s a t i s f a c t i o n ,  won i n t o  some new ground. T h i s  new ground w a s n ' t  much 
t o  g e t  e x c i t e d  a b o u t ,  j u s t  a Sew Ia thoms 01 chamber deep down i n  t h e  Derby 
r o y a l t y ,  b u t  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  looked good f o r  w e  cou ld  s e e ,  below a  poo l  of  
c r y s t a l  c l e a r  w a t e r ,  a  main h a u l a g e  road  c u t t i n g  r i g h t  a c r o s s  t h e  chamber, one  
branch r u n n i n g  due east and towards  C a r r k e t t l e  P i t ,  t h e  o t h e r  due west i n  t h e  
d i r e c t i o n  o f  t h e  Main Vein. I f  t h e  weather  remained d r y  and t h e  water dropped 
by a n o t h e r  f o o t  t h e n  t h e r e  would be s u f f i c i e n t  a i r  s p a c e  t o  c r u i s e  a l o n g  t h e  
l e v e l  and ,  w i t h  a  b i t  o f  luclc, win i n t o  something worth  w r i t i n g  a n  a r t i c l e  
a b o u t .  Now, more t h a n  e v e r ,  w e  needed a  copy of  t h o s e  e l u s i v e  t r e s p a s s  p l a n s  
t o  a s c e r t a i n  j u s t  e x a c t l y  where w e  were ,  and t o  where t h i s  h a u l a g e  road  l e d .  
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C e r t a i n l y  i t  would have been d r i v e n  from one of  t h e  t h r e e  Derby P i t s ,  though 
w e  had no i d e a  as t o  which one i t  would be,  We d i d n ' t  even have t h e  f a i n t e s t  
i n k l i n g  of  t h e  p o s i t i o n  of  o u r  new d i s c o v e r y  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  s u r f a c e .  So 
complex a r e  t h e  Derby workings ,  s o  i r r e g u l a r  and d e c e p t i v e ,  t h a t  o n e ' s  s e n s e  
of d i r e c t i o n  is  reduced t o  bewilderment w i t h i n  minu tes  of  s c a l i n g  t h e  Derby 
R i s e .  

Taking advan tage  of  t h e  l a t e  summer B e r t  Wheeler,  Dennis Webb, and 
myself r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  new d i s c o v e r y  on t h e  2 0 t h  of September.  The wa te r  i n  
t h e  67yd Leve l  had f a l l e n  by a f u r t h e r  two i n c h e s ,  as had t h e  w a t e r  i n  t h e  
Derby hau lage  road .  It was now p o s s i b l e  t o  l o o k  a s h o r t  d i s t a n c e  a l o n g  t h e  
e a s t e r n  b ranch  of t h i s  t a n t a l i z i n g  l e v e l ,  though t h e r e  was o n l y  one i n c h  of 
a i r  s p a c e  between water and r o o f .  A b rave  man would have l a i n  on h i s  back 
and f l o a t e d  s t e a d i l y  a l o n g  w i t h  h i s  nose  s c r a p i n g  t h e  r o c k .  We, however, 
r e s o l v e d  t o  l e a v e  i t  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e  and s p e n t  t h e  day photographing t h e  work- 
i n g s  i n s t e a d .  We cl imbed o u t  t o  s u r f a c e  a t  6:30 i n  t h e  even ing  a f t e r  spend ing  
a n o t h e r  seven  h o u r s  underground. We'd had a  good day ,  a f t e r  a f a s h i o n ,  though 
our  en thus iasm was beg inn ing  t o  wear a b i t  t h i n .  The more time w e  s p e n t  i n  
t h e s e  workings ,  i t  seemed, t h e  more we exhaus ted  o u r  chances  of  f i n d i n g  a r o u t e  
i n t o  t h e  e x p a n s i v e  a r e a  o f  unexplored ground which l i e s  between Marton and 
L i n d a l .  I t  would n o t  have been t r u e  t o  s a y  w e  were l o s i n g  i n t e r e s t ,  on t h e  
conLrary  t h e s e  i r o n  mines had u s  i n t r i g u e d ,  though t h e  p h y s i c a l  e f f o r t  of  
c r a w l i n g  and c l imbing  th rough  t h e  maze of g a l l e r i e s ,  t h e  c h i l l i n g  e f f e c t  of 
be ing  immersed i n  ches t -deep water f o r  minu tes  on end,  were damaging moral .  
We needed a b reak th rough  t o  end t h e  summer, a s p e c t a c u l a t  d i s c o v e r y  t o  raise 
s p i r i t s  and g i v e  u s  something t o  l o o k  forward t o  r e v i s i t i n g  i n  1987. The pot-  
e n t i a l  was t h e r e .  I n  t h e  ve ry  f i e l d  i n  which Ding Uong w a s  s i t u a t e d  t h e r e  
were t h e  t h r e e  Derby P i t s .  We had been i n  a  p o r t i o n  of  t h e i r  workings  b u t  as 
f o r  t h e  e n g i n e  s h a f t s  themse lves  we had s e e n  n o t  a t r a c e .  

. - -. - -*  r -  

On t h e  even ing  of t h e  4 t h  of  October  B e r t  ~ h e e l e r  and myself  embarked on 
what was t o  be t h e  l as t  t r i p  of  t h e  y e a r  a l o n g  t h e  67yd Leve l  and up t h e  Derby 
R i s e .  The wa te r  i n  t h e  67yd L e v e l  had notbudged a n  i n c h  s i n c e  t h e  p r e v i o u s  
t r i p  s o  w e  d i d n ' t  h o l d  o u t  much hope of  g e t t i n g  i n t o  our  Derby h a u l a g e  road 
down i n  what h a s  become known a s  Clay hpe  Chamber ( i n  c e l e b r a t i o n  of  a  n e s t  
of p i p e s  - both  c l a y  and bramble - d i s c o v e r e d  on t h e  1 4 t h  of September) .  A s  a 
m a t t e r  o f  c o u r s e  we v i s i t e d  t h e  s p o t  j u s t  t o  make s u r e  and t o  o u r  u t t e r  a s t -  
onishment observed t h a t  t h e  wa te r  had dropped by a good 18". Not ions  of t h e  
Derby hau lage  road  and t h e  67yd Leve l  be ing  one and t h e  same, o r  l i n k e d  some- 
where, o r  s h a r i n g  t h e  same h o r i z o n ,  were immediate ly  s h a t t e r e d .  Indeed ,  t h e  
whole c o n c e p t  of  t h e r e  be ing  a common water t a b l e  i n  t h e s e  mines was h a s t i l y  
d i t c h e d .  I had harboured d o u b t s  e v e r  s i n c e  n o t i c i n g  t h a t  t h e  silt d e p o s i t s  on 





t h e  walls of t h e  main chamber were a good d e a l  h i g h e r  t h a n  t h o s e  i n  t h e  bottom 
of  Ding Dong. T h i s  la tes t  d i s c o v e r y  conf i rmed t h a t  we were d e a l i n g  w i t h  a 
sys tem o i  mines i n  which were s i t u a t e d  a number o f  independen t  water l e v e l s ,  
a l l  d r a i n i n g  a t  d i f f e r e n t  rates and f l o o d i n g  t o  d i f f e r e n t  h e i g h t s  d u r i n g  per- 
i o d s  of  w e t  weather .  

i e  dropped down i n t o  t h e  e a t e r n  branch and made o u r  way s l o w l y  a l o n g  
t h e  new l e v e l ,  water l a p p i n g  around o u r  c h e s t s .  To o u r  dismay t h e  roof  began 
t o  g e t  lower  till, a t  a p o i n t  a b o u t  t h i r t y  f e e t  from e n t r y ,  t h e r e  was a n  a i r  
s p a c e  of  s i x  i n c h e s ,  room enough t o  p r o g r e s s  w i t h  your r i g h t  ear s c r a p i n g  t h e  
roof  and your l e f t  e y e  t i g h t l y  c l o s e d  and under  t h e  water. S i t u a t i o n s  l i k e  
t h i s  are n o t  t o o  p l e a s a n t .  I was c o n s i d e r i n g  g i v i n g  up and t u r n i n g  back when 
suddenly  I emerged i n  a deep pool  i n  t h e  bottom o f  a huge,  b l a c k  chamber. I 
w a s  surrounded by g r e a t  b l a c k  b l o c k s  of l i m e s t o n e  which had f a l l e n  from t h e  
roof  h i g h  above my head.  'l'he whole p l a c e  was b l a c k  - walls, t i m b e r ,  a r c h e d  
roof  - b l a c k  w i t h  t h e  s i l t  of  t h e  w i n t e r  f l o o d s .  I recall u t t e r i n g  " C h r i s t  
Almighty1' o v e r  and over  a g a i n .  d e r t  emerged from t h e  l e v e l ,  and t h e r e  we s t o o d ,  
water r i p p l i n g  a b o u t  our  c h e s t s ,  g a z i n g  a l o n g  t h e  l e n g t h  of  t h i s  mass ive  ex- 
c a v a t i o n  and sunlrnoning t h e  courage  t o  c lamber  up among t h e  b l o c k s  and commence 
our  e x p l o r a t i o n .  

'She chamber was 3Uf t  wide ,  l 4 O f t  l o n g  and pe rhaps  1 5 f t  h i g h ,  r a i s i n g  t o  
4 0 f t  a t  i ts n o r t h e r n  end .  We s p o t t e d  a c r o s s c u t  head ing  east, twenty  f e e t  up 
a s t i c k y  r e d  w a l l .  A f t e r  a t r i c k y  c l imb  w e  were head ing  i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of  
C a r r k e t t l e  P i t ,  s o  w e  t h o u g h t ,  b u t  a f t e r  a few s h o r t  p a c e s  w e  were i n  f o r  
a n o t h e r  s u r p r i s e  - a second chamber runn ing  p a r a l l e l  t o  t h e  f i r s t ,  b u t  b igger !  
T h i s  chamber took  t h e  form of  a s t o p e ,  o r  g i n n e l  as t h e  F u r n e s s  m i n e r s  would 
have c a l l e d  i t ,  perhaps  3 0 f t  wide a t  i ts  n o r t h e r n  e n d ,  t a p e r i n g  down t o  l o f t  
a t  i ts  s o u t h e r n .  It appeared  t o  be of  a similar l e n g t h  t o  t h e  b l a c k  chamber 
b u t  was lnuch h i g h e r ,  bO o r  70f t i .n  p l a c e s  and r i s i n g  beyond t h e  limits of  our  
lamps down a t  t h e  s o u t h e r n  end.  It was a s t o p e  of  C o n i s t o n i a n  p r o p o r t i o n s ,  
b o u l d e r s  and t i m b e r s  c l u t t e r i n g  i ts f l o o r ,  smooth cr imson walls a s c e n d i n g  t o  
t h e  d a r k  roof  h i g h  above us .  C e r t a i n l y  i t  is  t h e  g r a n d e s t  s t o p e  I have e v e r  
s e e n  i n  a Yurness i r o n  o r e  n i n e .  

k e  r e t u r n e d  t o  Clay P i p e  Chamber and proceeded t o  f o l l o w  t h e  w e s t e r n  
branch of  t h e  h a u l a g e  r o a d ,  s u r e  i n  o u r  minds t h a t  any f u r t h e r  d i s c o v e r i e s  
would be a n  an t i - c l imax .  Soon w e  found o u r s e l v e s  a t  t h e  f o o t  o f  a rise. Wooden 
l a d d e r s  were still i n  s i t u ,  p inned t o  t h e  walls w i t h  nog b a r s .  We had no rope  
and t h e  l a d d e r s  were r o t t e n  - and b e s i d e s  we were bo th  s h i v e r i n g  u r i c o n t r o l l a b l y  

_ - _  -_.  w i t h  , . t h e  c o l d  s o  w e  pushed on t o  where t h e  l e v e l  t e r m i n a t e d  i n  a c o l l a p s e .  
We reached  t h e  s u r f a c e  a t  10:30pm. It was r a i n ~ n ~  h a r d ,  t h e  f i r s t  r a i n  

- o r  s o  i t  seemed - f o r  weeks. The summer 'S  e x p l o r a t i o n  had drawn t o  a c l o s e ,  
ending on a t r i u m p h a n t - n o t e .  Moral  r e c e i v e d  a f u r t h e r  b o o s t  when s e v e r a l  days  
later E r i c  Hol land d i s c o v e r e d  c o p i e s  o f  t h e  Derby s u r v e y s  tucked  away amongst 
h i s  p i l e s  of mine p l a n s .  The two chambers - t h e  b l a c k  chamber and t h e  s t o p e  - 
were d e p i c t e d  i n  e v e r y  d e t a i l ,  d i s e c t e d  by o u r  h a u l a g e  r o a d ,  t h e  Derby blyd 
Leve l .  And w h a t ' s  more, s u r p r i s e  s u r p r i s e ,  unbeknown t o  u s  t h e  l e v e l  con t inued  
east as a c r o s s c u t  i n  s o l i d  l i m e s t o n e  t o  a s t a t i o n  i n  t h e  Rawlinson S b n f t ,  
a l t e r n a t i v e l y  Derby No.1 P i t ,  t n e  main e n g i n e  s h a f t  o f  t h e  r o y a l t y .  The 
c r o s s c u t  must have been b u r r i e d  under  t h e  r u b b l e  i n  t h e  r l o o r  o f  t h e  s t o p e .  
The s h a f t  was a mere t h i r t y  f e e t  from where w e  had s t o o d .  

Next s u m ~ i e r ,  weather  p e r m i t t i n g ,  t h e  work w i l l  c o n t i n u e .  Armed w i t h  o u r  
p l a n s  we are now r e a s o n a b l y  s u r e  of winning i n t o  t h e  workings  of  Derby No.2 P i t  
and tile L a t l e d  T r e s p a s s  Corner .  Enthusiasm is a t  its h i g h e s t  and w e  have no 
s h o r t a g e  of  v o l u n t e e r s  w i l l i n g  t o  b rave  t h e  c h i l l i n g  waters o f  t h e  67yd Leve l .  
I t  is s a d ,  though,  t o  r e f l e c t  t h a t  t h e  man r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  d i g g i n g  open t h e  
Ding Uong and i n i t i a t i n g  t h i s  e x c i t i n g  p r o j e c t  is no l o n g e r  w i t h  u s .  Mark 
Wickenden w a s  a d e a r  f r i e n d  and companion. H i s  i r r e p r e s s i b l e  energy  and z e a l  
i n s p i r e d  u s  a l l .  It is a n  honour t o  a t t e m p t  t o  t a k e  o v e r  where h e  l e f t  o f f ,  t o  
p i c k  up t h e  p i e c e s ,  t o  t r y  and f i l l  t h e  gaps .  Mark l e f t  u s  a n  i n t r i g u i n g  l e g a c y  
and a h o s t  of  happy memories. It is up t o  u s  t o  e n s u r e  t h e  l e g a c y  matures .  
'l'he memories w i l l  t a k e  c a r e  o f  themse lves .  They w i l l  l i v e  f o r  e v e r .  



The C.A.T. h a s  l o n g  had a n  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  haemat i t emines  of F u r n e s s  and 
n o r t h  Lancash i re .  It cou ld  be a rgued  t h a t  a l o n g  w i t h  o u r  p r o j e c t  i n  t h e  Con- 
i s t o n  Copper Mines, t h e  i r o n  o r e  workings o f  F u r n e s s  have proved t o  be one of 
o u r  r i c h e s t  and most rewarding avenues  of e x p l o r a t i o n  and r e s e a r c h .  By compar- 
i s o n  t h e  haemat i temines  o f  west Cumbria, and p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h o s e  abandun&d 
workings i n  t h e  Egremont area, have r e c e i v e d  s c a n t  a t t e n t i o n  d e s p i t e  being 
g e o l o g i c a l l y  and t e c h n i c a l l y  similar. It was w i t h  interest, t h e r e f o r e ,  t h a t  
w e  l e a r n t  of a new group,  i n i t i a t e d  t o  document t h e s e  workings ,  who were eng- 
aged i n  rgopening and e x p l o r i n g  t h e  mines around Egremont. The sec- 
r e t a r y ,  Dave Banks, h a s  k i n d l y  forwarded t h e  f o l l o w i n g  ar t ic le .  It maGs r e f -  
r e s h i n g  and i n t e r e s t i n g  r e a d i n g .  

WEST CUMBRIA MINES RESEARCH GROUP AND THE GUTTERBY MINE PROJECT 

by .Dave Banks 

W.C.M.R.G. h a s  been i n  be ing  f o r  a b o u t  two y e a r s  now, based i n  t h e  
West Cumberland i r o n  o r e  d i s t r i c t .  Our main l i n e  of i n t e r e s t  is  i n  t h e  C l e a t o r  
Moor and Egremont area w i t h  t h e  f e l l  mines o f  Ennerda le ,  Wasdale and Eskdale .  
U n t i l  t h i s  year  o u r  v e n t u r e s  underground have been conf ined  t o  t h e  l e v e l s  i n  
Ennerda le  and Eskda le  b u t  mainly i n  Knockmurton Mine. 

It was on a t r i p  t o  t h e  C a r l i s l e  Records O f f i c e  r e s e a r c h i n g  Knockmurton 
t h a t  w e  came a c r o s s  p l a n s  f o r  a n  i n c l i n e d  d r i f t  mine on B i g r i g g  Moor. From 
t h e  g e o l o g i c a l  s u r v e y  map of  t h e  area w e  knew roughly  where i t  was, b u t  u n t i l  
now, had n o t  l o c a t e d  t h e  e n t r a n c e .  These p l a n s ,  one o f  which was a n  abandon- 
ment p l a n ,  showed, t o  scale, where t h e  e n t r a n c e  was. 

A f t e r  a c o u p l e  of f a l s e  starts w e  found t h e  fa rmer  who owned t h e  f i e i t i ,  
a Mr J. I r v i n g  o f  Moor Row, and much t o  o u r  s u r p r i s e  he a g r e e d  t o  u s  d i g g i n g  
a b i g  h o l e  i n  h i s  f i e l d  t o  f i n d  t h e  l e v e l .  He even o f f e r e d  u s  a JCB t h a t  h i s  
mate s t o r e d  a t  h i s  farm! 

We d i d ,  however, know a n o t h e r  f r i e n d l y  fa rmer  who came complete  w i t h  
e x c a v a t o r  f o r  o n l y  £6 p e r  h o u r ,  and w e  s t a r t e d  e x c a v a t i o n s  i n  e a r l y  October .  
We marked o u t  t h e  area r e q u i r e d  a n t i c i p a t i n g  t h e  u n d e r l y i n g  l i m e s t o n e  t o  be 

g 3 - 6 f e e t  down. No s .wh l u c k .  The wes te rn  edge of o u r  h o l e  c o i n c i d e n t a l l - y  - - -  - - -  - 
was e x a c t l y  i n  l i n e  w i t h  t h e  s t e p  i n  t h e  1st l i m e s t o n e  and went down n e a r l y  
v e r t i c a l ,  l i k e w i s e  t h e  s o u t h e r n  edge had a lower s t e p  which dropped down t o  
t h e  n o r t h .  The d i g g i n g  c o n t i n u e d  down t o  a b o u t  twenty f e e t  i n  d e p t h ,  when, 
a f t e r  f o u r  hours  d i g g i n g ,  t h e  e x c a v a t o r  uncovered a c r a c k  3 - 4 i n c h e s  wide 
i n  t h e  south-west  c o r n e r .  On .impcfichl w e  d i s c o v e r e d  i t  was e m i t t i n g  a n i c e  
c o o l  d r a u g h t .  We had found it! 

The f o l l o w i n g  day w e  resumed d i g g i n g  down b u t  a l a r g e  bou lder  caused 
t r o u b l e .  The back-acter  o f  t h e  e x c a v a t o r  was a t  f u l l  s t r e t c h  and c o u l d n ' t  
s h i f t  i t .  Henny had t o  back o f f  and d i g  h imse l f  i n  deeper  t o  r e a c h  below 
t h e  bou lder  which t u r n e d  o u t  t o  be 5 f t  l o n g  by 4 f t  X 3 f t .  Having removed t h i s  
o b s t a c l e  a l a r g e  h o l e  w a s  l e f t ,  which,  on i n s p e c t i o n ,  c o n t i n u e d  under  t h e  rock 
s h e l f  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  o f  t h e  h o l e .  

Our l u c k  had h e l d ,  o u r  e n t r a n c e  was no more t h a n  two f e e t  down t h e  
i n c l i n e  from t h e  i n f i l l  material d e p o s i t e d  i n  1890. 

T h i s  d r i f t  mine w a s  c u t  t o  f o l l o w  t h e  d e p o s i t  a t  t h e  base  o f  t h e  1st 
l i m e s t o n e  which had been mined i n  t h e  mid 1800s by a number o f  s h a l l o w  s h a f t  
mines ,  t h e  earlier ones  be ing  ladderways w i t h  e n g i n e s  and headgear  i n  by t h e  
mid 1850s. Thw i n c l i n e  d r o p s  a t  a b o u t  1 i n  5 f o r  abou t  a hundred y a r d s  and 
heads  a l m o s t  due west. It r u n s  th rough  t h e  o r e  d e p o s i t  which was h e r e  a large 
' f l a t '  t y p e  d e p o s i t ,  t h e  huge worked o u t  chamber o f  which s t r e t c h e s  o u t  n o r t h  
and s o u t h  o f  t h e  i n c l i n e  f o r  s e v e r a l  hundred yards .  

These o l d e r  mines were i n  a series of d i f f e r e n t  r o y a l t i e s  mining t h e  same 
d e p o s i t  i n  t h e  1st and la ter  t h e  2nd l i m e s t o n e ,  t h e  d r i f t  hav ing  been d r i v e n  
t o  e n a b l e  easier removal o f  o r e  from t h e  p i l l a r s  l e f t  by earlier working. I n  
f a c t  t h e  o n l y  i n t a c t  p i l l a r s  i n  t h e  mine are t h o s e  t h a t  su r round  t h e  o l d  
s h a f t s ,  a l l  o t h e r s  hav ing  been r e p l a c e d  by s t o n e  b u i l t  p i l l a r s  of deads .  

The main i n c l i n e  descends  t o  a d e p t h  o f  96  f e e t  and t h e n  t u r n s  back on 
i t s e l f  a t  what a p p e a r s  t o  be a f a u l t .  It t h e n  descends  a n o t h e r  18 f e e t  t o  
114 f e e t .  The i n c l i n e  is  mos t ly  4 - 5 f e e t  h i g h  b u t  t h e  roof  i s  s t e p p e d  i n  



p l a c e s  g i v i n g  a welcome r e l i e f  from c rouch ing .  There  are few i n t a c t  l e v e l s ,  
most hav ing  been worked o u t  w i t h  t h e  walls be ing  r e p l a c e d  by deads  i n  some 
p l a c e s ,  and t h e  area between them a mass of  f a l l e n  ground and o c c a s i o n a l  s tone-  
b u i l t  p i l l a r s .  

One l e v e l  on t h e  main i n c l i n e  seems t o  have been c u t  a l o n g  t h e  n o r t h  - 
s o u t h  f a u l t  d i r e c t l y  a c r o s s  t h e  east - west  l i n e  of  t h e  i n c l i n e .  T h i s  f a u l t  
i s  a b o u t  6 f e e t  ..si,.e and l a r g e  b l o c k s  are hanging o r  have a l r e a d y  f a l l e n  
a c r o s s  t h e  i n c l i n e  b u t  behind t h e s e  f a l l s  t h e  l e v e l  l o o k s  promis ing.  

The bottom two l e v e l s  have been e x p l o r e d  s e v e r a l  hundred y a r d s  nor th -  
wards t o  t h e  end of  t h e  workings  bu t  t h e  roof  i n  a number of  p l a c e s  is v e r y  
alarming. A t  t h e  n o r t h e r n  end o f  t h e  bottom l e v e l  t h e  a r e a  is s t o p e d  o u t  and 
d r o p s  o v e r  a l e d g e  o n t o  p i l e s  of r o c k ,  t h r o u g h  which c a n  be s e e n  a f l o o d e d  
l e v e l  below t h e  l e d g e .  The workings  c o n t i n u e  s l o p i n g  down t o  t h e  west bu t  are 
now f l o o d e d .  

The bottom l e v e l s  t o  t h e  s o u t h  are now be ing  e x p l o r e d  and a number of  
i n t e r e s t i n g  a s p e c t s  have been found.  One, a rise which seems t o  have  been a __ _ " " _ ^ - .  - a - l a d d e r  s h a f t  and is b e s i d e  t h e  p i l l a r  t h a t  c o n t a i n s - t h e  o l d  G u t t e r b y  e n g i n e  
s h a f t  i n  t h e  Lindow r o y a l t y  ( t h e  i n c l i n e  be ing  i n  t h e  D a l z e l l  r o y a l t y ) .  

About 75  y a r d s  s o u t h  of  t h e  b a s e  of  t h e  main i n c l i n e  is  a drop  s h a f t  
approx imate ly  8 f e e t  s q u a r e  which i s  c u t  s t r a i g h t  down from a l e v e l  o n l y  3 - 4 
f e e t  h i g h .  The wa te r  l e v e l  i n  t h e  bottom v a r i e s  w i t h  t h e  r a i n f a l l  b u t  is 
a b o u t  25 f e e t  down, d e p t h  u n c e r t a i n .  

Bes ide  t h i s  we found two damaged b u t  o t h e r w i s e  uncorroded g a l v a n i s e d  
bucke t s  and a comple te  c l a y  p i p e  w i t h  'T Reid  & Co. '  and 'Barrow' on each  s i d e  
of  t h e  stem. A number of  broken c l a y  p i p e s  have been found ,  most o f  them made 
by 'Wm. Tennant '  'Newcas t l e '  bu t  one h a s  ' W .  Whi te '  on it which is a Glasgow 
p i p e  and a n o t h e r  h a s  'Wilson & Son'  'Whi tehaven ' ,  bo th  stems o n l y .  Other  f i n d s  
i n c l u d e  a v a r i e t y  of  wedges, s h o t  h o l e  t o o l s ,  c l o g  i r o n s ,  a duck lamp a b o u t  
s i x  i n c h e s  h i g h ,  a George I V  penny (minted 1826-30), bogey wheel p a r t s ,  s t a p l e s ,  
broken jumpers,  d e t o n a t o r  and c h a r g e  boxes ,  bean t i n s  ( p u r p o s e  unknown), 
h a u l a g e  c a b l e s ,  c h a i n s ,  hooks ,  a  broken l a d d e r  (wooden s i d e s  and bo l t - type  
r u n g s ) ,  and a v a r i e t y  of  o r e  s h o v e l s .  

The s t r a n g e s t  f i n d  is  a l a r g e  i r o n  b a l l  w i t h  a r i n g  c a s t  i n t o  it. T h i s  
b a l l  is seven  i n c h e s  i n  d i a m e t e r  and v e r y  heavy,  I a n  T y l e r  w i l l  t e s t i f y  t o  t h i s  
a s  h e  dragged i t  o u t  of  t h e  mine on a s l i n g !  T h i s  b a l l  is  j u s t  l i k e  a c o n v i c t s  
b a l l  and c h a i n ,  b u t  is  more l i k e l y  t o  have been a c o u n t e r w e i g h t  o f  some k i n d .  

F i n a l l y ,  a few f a c t s  and f i g u r e s .  The i n c l i n e  i s  known as G u t t e r b y  No.3 
and descends  a t  a n  i n c l i n e  of  17' on t h e  f o o t  o f  t h e  1st l i m e s t o n e  f o r  104 y a r d s  
west and t h e n  down t o  t h e  2nd l i m e s t o n e  on a n o t h e r  i n c l i n e  runn ing  20  y a r d s  
east. The workings  on t h e  main i n c l i n e  a p p e a r  t o  be t h e  o l d e s t  and are complet- 
e l y  worked o u t .  We have no  mine p l a n s ,  a s  y e t ,  of  t h e s e  work ings ,  b u t  w e  have 
p l a n s  of t h e  workings of  t h o s e  i n  t h e  2nd l i n ~ e s t o n e  which were mined i n  t h e  
1880s.  These lower workings  are a c c e s s a b l e  b u t  o n l y  w i t h  d i f f i c u l t y  due t o  
water w i t h i n  a  f o o t  of t h e  roof  o f  t h e  l e v e l  a t  t h e  f o o t  of  t h e  second i n c l i n e .  

The e a r l i e s t  r e c o r d e d  o p e r a t i o n s  i n  t h i s  area were by t h e  Lindow f a m i l y  
i n  1834 i n  t h e i r  own r o y a l t y  and reached  by a  l a d d e r  s h a f t ,  presumably G u t t e r b y  
No.1. I n  1855 t h e y  were o p e r a t i n g  i n  t h e  D a l z e l l  r o y a l t y  from a n  e n g i n e  s h a f t  
bu t  i t  is u n c e r t a i n  i f  t h i s  is  t h e  No.2 s h a f t  o r  t h e  No.1 opened o u t .  These 
workings  were i n  t h e  1st l i m e s t o n e  and had broken i n t o  earlier workings  of  t h e  
Barker  P i t  which is f i l l e d  bu t  c a n  be reached  on t h e  t o p  l e v e l  n o r t h  of  t h e  
i n c l i n e ,  and probably  d a t e  from t h e  mid 1840s.  

To wind up t h i s  e p i s t l e ,  most of  t h e  e x p l o r a t i o n  work is  done by f o u r  of  
o u r  members bu t  we a r e  happy t o  have i n t e r e s t e d  v i s i t o r s  j o i n  u s .  C.A.T. memb- 
ers I a n  T y l e r  and Dave B l u n d e l l  have a l r e a d y  done s o  on s e p e r a t e  o c c a s i o n s  and 
a l s o  Albyn A u s t i n ,  who is  a  C.A.T. member and a  niember of  o u r  g roup ,  w i t h  Andy 
S t a b l e s ,  Mar t in  B e n t l y  e t  a l .  So any o t h e r s  p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  m y s e l f ,  Dave Banks, 
Honorary S e c r e t a r y ,  W.C.M.R.G., 31 The C r e s c e n t ,  T h o r n h i l l ,  Egremont, Cumbria, 
o r  Tom C o u l t h a r d  on Beckermet 217 ( c h i e f  mole).  

Ed. Many t h a n k s  t o  Dave Banks,  a l s o  Albyn A u s t i n  who h a s  endeavoured t o  i n v o l v e  
- - -- - - -  .- GrA.T. members i n  t h e  G u t t e r b y  N O . ~  p r o j e c t .  -. 





Sygun Copper Mine. 

This Welsh copper mine has been open as a show mine since the early 

summer and this includes a 40 minute underground trip taking in some 

spectacular stals' and workings. Apparently the site has employed 

15 people. When is there going to be a good show mine in the Lake 

District, I would have thought the tourist potential would have been 

endless. 

ThoubLe at t 'W? 

T h a e  A a /repo/Lt h t h e  kktu.t FtLiendd 0 4  W h o p e  n e m l e t t a  0 4  hecent b e h i o u ~  

damage i n  that OM ba;t;teedieed, SmUdeugh Uine. ttopeddty, t h e  hecent a o t i v x u  

06 Cwnbltia County Councie h wohking dt t h e  b d e  coupLed .the Xhein dutme anphaLLonb 

.h dome meabme go .towa/rds enbwLing a h0biCJL dLLtme doh .the mine. 

Killhope News. 

Despite the really awful weather the investment at Killhope continues 

apace. They report 21,000 visitors this summerran increase of 6,000 over 

last year. A great deal of work has been accomplished and the area 

is still developing. I won't try and describe all the work that is 
-- -takin'g place but you should all go and have a lebk for yourself and 

at the same time you will be supporting a superb project. 

LonahoLehead Whim4 eu. 

Recently a C.A.T. team b e t  o u t  on a v a y  d n d y  day t o  Zaehee Xhe Whcimbey Sha6.t 

kigh on t h e  hoad between Nenthead and G&gd!l .  On cmiv&g at .the bha6.t .the b&y 

wan qLLiCkey higged u i n g  .the conchete bkepehb which now c o v a  .the bha6.t top. They m e  

not t h e  benx bday b u t  Xhe bhadt A i n  f i e  middee 06  a d u o m e  m O O h  and n o M g  eede 

was avaiaabLe. keastaih wan 6 h . t  down dhXed o u t  wiXh .the dieed Xdqhone byb.tem, 

a v e t a n  od many duck ducertt6 on &ton Mooh. The b k d t  had a dq.th potentiae 

06 a W e  ovon 400 deet and c o d d  phOVe .the connection b-een .the G a h n i g U  

wonkinga and the  aLigktey Lowon dm heachu 06 CapLatough mine. The 6 h t  0 6  
t h e  ahadt, dome bO i t . ,  A a magnidkent Atone Lined addaih disappeahing i n t o  Xhe 

bednoch. Aea6a2uh was able t o  g e t  odd a L.&tte o v a  2 0 0  i t .  down i n  an inte/vncciiaXe 

Levee. He wan then johed by PkCe Mehhin and &inaUy by U n  Maha. bkvdn  dected 

t o  go 6 h b t  d w n  t h e  next ~ e c t i o n  and joined on anoXhm Length 0 4  hope t o  make t h e  

attempt. He b e t  066 down, pasd&g t h e  knot but HI CL^ dhiven back by a h g e  expanbe 

06 wdton w d h  no way odd it dhowhg. So he had t o  h d u c b n t e y  & W e  back up .that Long 

ceimb. The o f i a  W O  doU.owed kim o u t  and t h e  bhadt .top W ~ A  again made bade. The bm- 

date team wa6 Uilze U i t c h a ,  #"nn Vandon and Chhid Joned. A day 0 4  mixed 

emot ionb,  a t  Leab.t t h e  b ha@ had been bouomed and d ' d  b m e t  unLocked. Tkib W ~ A  

a phoject which had Long excited Mmk Uickenden and we wme cLee ~ o m y  wasn't thehe. 



C. A. T .  Chhibha.4 Competition. 

W& hme .h, judt t h e  th ing t o  puzzLe o v a  wkiee hecov&g dh0m the  adtm- 

ebbects 06  ovq-indulgence h f i e  Chhidd y Tukey.  J u t  a u w a  these dimple quen&iou 

and then hhud6Le t h e  i n h % L  L-em 06  t h e  answm t o  dohm t h e  name 0 6  a W&- 

known ( ? ]  W n g  U e .  P u t  Y o u  anbwm h a L e t t m  along u&h a S o p  coin and hand 

the  andwehb t o  e i t h m  CDJ o h  McF. by t h e  31h t  Januahy 1 9 8 7 .  The winning ent/ry WAY 

then be &awn cLt t he  l d h  Sade Show at t h e  Febhuahy Montkey Meeting. The 

gund p e z e  .C6 a good condCtion copy 06  S A  KhLgh1eLj Dunhum's "GEOLOGY O F  THE 

NORTH PENNINE OREF IELD ,  VOL l" Tkis book, Long o u t  0 6  phi& A t h e  mining b ib le  

06  t he  anea dhom Hadhianlh w a t t  t o  Bhough and W ~ A  donated by Don Bohthwick. The 

phodh2, by the  way, WAY go i n t o  C.A.T. dund. 

The o n l y  d u e  .C6 that tkis mine hcts been mentibned i n  a pheviou C .  A. T .  puba- 

cation. 

QUESTIONS. 

I .  A name u e d  by Dabydkihe m i n m  t o  descrtibe t h e  hahd b a ~ a e t i c  hock which 

abounds i n  thein ahea and odten thwahted th& eddom.  

2 .  A &d 0 6  m& buck& uded t o  Xiit Ohe ,(horn mina and ohten angued o v a .  , * '  

3 .  A tong U a g e  L e v d  i n  t h e  N .  Pennines, mastminded by John Smeaton. 

5 .  N a t w a L t y  occutlhing agghegate dhom which a m&& can be eWuzcted. 

6 .  3 2  yakd~ 0 6  ghound measued on the  vein. 

7 .  A damoud Nohth Pennine w@muhed  w d h  b a t &  but dCLtWLe connectionb. . I , 
-, - ,.. I-:- ". - -. 

8 .  Above Cambhian i n  t h e  oLd o h d a  06 tk ingh.  

9 .  N u d e ,  Go~eddau, Fba~5n iog  and Fumua ane cLee exampLa. 

1 0 .  The main h i v e h  that ~LOWA thhough C .  A. T. l A Nohth Pennine base. 

r 1 .  Whae wa6 Ohpheud t o  be bound? 

Journal No 2. 

You should have got your hands on a copy by now, I hope you are all 

pleased with the result. Sorry to all those people who have sent in 

artcles (2) and have not had them printed. Better luck next time... 

Journal No. 3 

I know its a bit premature but you should now be thinking of committing 

your memoirs to paper, all contributions will be welcomed even if 

if its only half a page. Projected publication date-Late 1988. 



More Winter puzzlers. 

The second in our series of Super Soaraway c'ompetitions is a straight 

quiz. The rules are exactly the same as the last one,it costing a mea- 

sly 50p to enter. Answers again to McF. or CDJ and again they will 

be drawn (if more than one have the correct answer) at the Irish 

Slide Show in February. Closing date is 31.1.87. The prize is a 

book and a bottle of wine. 

1. What is "Hydraulic1' mining? 

2. In which Welsh mine is an underground water-wheel to be found? 

3. In which mine is "The Green Ginnel"? 

4. What is the 'duty'of steam engines 

5. Who last worked the Nenthead Mines on a large scale? 

6. What is the name of the most famous 'flat' in Smallcleugh? 

7. What is a "jumper"? 

8. We all know of Sir Francis Mine but what was his surname? 

9. What is a hush? 

10. Which river does Magpie Sough drain into? 

11. Who was the Fleming of Coniston's Fleming's Level? 

12. What is a 'Capuchin'? 

13. What mineral besides coal was mined in Whitehaven up to 1976? 

14. What does C.O.M.R.U. stand for and who leads it? 

15. Who wrote "The Lead Miners of the Northern Pennines"? 

16. Into which river does the Nentforce Level empty into? 

17. To the nearest mile, how long is the Milwr Deep Level? 

18. What are the ancient copper mines on the island of Anglesey? 

19. What is a "Fahrkunst"? 
-. 

-- - "20'. jln2which Cumbrian mine is Smith Shaft? 

Cornish Oddities. 

We all know of Phi1 Merrin's strange habits but all Cornish men seem 

to be similarly affected. In 1792, the inventor Murdoch lit up his 

workshops in Redruth with coal gas,being the first man to utilise 

this fuel. Prior to this he had been in the habit of carrying a pigs 

bladder full under his arm, which supplied a lighted jet for him to 

see in his nocturnal ramblings across the moors of Cornwall. This 

caused great alarm to the locals who thought him bewitched. 

1 hecentey came achodb a d d e  cataRogue doh tk ib  and o t h a  mines on the  Duke 

0 6  Buccteugh'~ h o  y&y i n  Lindat and Ma/ttin, F w e s ~ .  Tkib pnedumabLy dates dnom 


























