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THE OFFICIAL OPENING DAY OF 
THE CALDBECK MINING HUSEUn 

On a bright, sunny, but breezy Sunday, 11 March 1990 over 100 
people, mostly guests, turned up for this special event. Around 
25 of them took part in the five mile walk around the Mine Sites 
of the Caldbeck area led by Ian Tyler. The rest of the guests 
looked over the Mill and this small but well presented Mine 
Museum. You had to queue to get a chance to see round these very 
interesting displays. A lot of people met up with old friends 
from societies outside this areas as well as friends from within 
Cumbria. 

Time now for the Official Opening of the Museum. The owner of the 
Mill, Mrs C Clark, gave a short outline about the rebuilding of 
this old Mill in 1985. She referred to the chance meeting with 
Ian Tyler and Warren Allison when they called into the Mill Cafe 
for coffee, and got talking about the local history and the Mines. 
He then gave a talk to local people on the Caldbeck Mining Field. 
This led to discussions regarding the opening of a Mine Museum. 

Ian Tyler's opening remarks were that it was great to see so many 
mining enthusiasts present to share this special occasion; the 
culmination of 10 years of work and research into the mining 
history of the area. Ian then went on to explain how his meeting 
with Mrs Clark led to this Museum and this day. He thanked 
friends who, over the years, went out into the hills of Caldbeck 
in all weathers to explore, map, dig and preserve items for later 
use in his Museum, and he gave special thanks to his wife, Jean. 

Now the time for the Museum to be officially opened by 
Alan McFadzean - his speech (attached) is far better put by Alan 
than by me. 

Ron Calvin RM 



The Lake District, and Cumbria in general, owes its development 
to the extractive industries of coal, metalliferous mining, and 

slate quarrying. Towns like Barrow, Millom, Whitehaven, and 

Workington would have remained villages had it not been for the 

localised and abundant mineral resources stimulating the growth 

of industry and commerce. 

Coniston owes its existence to the mining of copper and slate, 

Glenridding, Alston and Threlkeld to lead, Chapel Style and 

Kirkby to slate, Keswick to the mining of copper, lead and 

graphite. This very village of Caldbeck was, until recently, 

home for the barytes miners of Potts Ghyll and Driggith; and 

when its last mine closed in the 1970s, a tradition stretching 

back to Elizabethan times came to an end 

Without these extractive industries Cumbria today would have 

been a different place, probably a less crowded and more 

peaceful place, but the fact remains - our history is 
interwoven with the development of mining and quarrying, our 

ancestors depended on these industries for their liveiihood, it 

is up to us to salvage what we can. 

I have known Ian Tyler for many years. He often talked of 
opening a museum so it came as no great surprise to me to hear, 

last November, that he'd actually achieved his ambition. At 

last there exists a conscious effort, something substantial to 

encourage interest, to draw the inquisitive and shed light upon 

the lives of those hardy men who scratched an existence from 

the rock of these fells, men who, through their labours, 

changed the landscape and so enriched our heritage. 



Ian Tyler is to be congratulated on his achievement. His 

dedication, and the labours of his wife Jean and friend Warren 

Allison, have resulted in this gathering today. The Caldbeck 

Mining Museum will, I am sure, establish itself and win 

recognition among ~ritain's growing army of industrial 
historians. 

ALEIT 3icFADZEA.K 

Wednesday even ing  meet 

Permiss ion has  been ob t a ined  from the owner, Xr . Jh i le ,  t o  v i s i t  t h e  . - s i t e  of one of  ou r  l o c a l  gun~owder  h-orks a t  Low ,.iood nea r  :-iaverthwaite. 

The wor-ks were b u i l t  i n  1799 and closed s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t he  end of 
o l d  a  I. Gunpowder was naruf  ac tu red  f  ron su lphu r ,  stil t p e  t r e  
afia l o c a l l y  produced cha rcoa l  a t  a  nunber of s i t e s  s c a t t e r e d  a l o n g  the  
~ a n k s  of t he  River  Leven. The s i t e s  xere  s epa ra t ed  d e l i b e r a t e l y  t o  
reduce the  d a a g e  and l o s s  of l i f e  xhen acc iden t s  occurred.  
Fower was provided a t  t h e  s i t e  by var ious  t u r b i n e s  and g e n e r a t o r s  
powered by wate r  e x t r a c t e d  by a l e a t  f rox  the r i v e r  j u s t  below t h e  
p resen t  A590 road br idge.  3 e  l e a t  i s  i n  good condi t ion  and t h e  
water  has been used s i n c e  t h e  s i t e  c lcsed  t o  power a  h y d r o - e l e c t r i c  
s y s t e n  tit io:i l:;ood where tkLe water  r e t u rn s  t o  the  r i v e r .  The g e n e r a t o r s  
a r e  ncx c p e r a t e d  by t h e  Z l e c t r i c i t y  'oard. 
? ranspor t  a l o n g  tk.e v a l l e y  between the  nt inufactur ing s i t e s  and the  
1-raverthvaite goods yard  was z rcv idea  by copper shod horses  on a  
7'6"ga1:~5 tramway. Th i s  c rossed  tke  .:5$0 raad,  descended t h e  s t e e p  
h i l l s i d e  t o  t h e  r i v e r  by a  n 3 x s e r  of x v e r s i n g  po in t s  2nd c r o s s e d  t h e  
r i v e r  o y  an i r a n  g i r d e r  b r idge  be l c r e  sprsad ing  ou t  t o  s e r v e  t h e  
zanu fac t c r i ng  s i t e s .  -4 n m b e r  of t h e  s i t e s  can be v i s i t e d  some of 
which c o ~ t s i n  i n t e r e s t i n g  re r -a ins  inc lud ing  t he  powe? g e n e r a t i o n  
e q ~ i p r ~ e n t ,  the  water  wheel s i t e s  and g r i cd ing  wheels and a  s t a t i o n a q  
steam engine   obey 6: ;ens ). 



f o l l o w i n g  a r t i c l e s  w e r e  k i n d l y  s e n t  i n  b y  Dr Johr.  M a r s h a l 1 , t h e y  o u t l i c e  

t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  N e w l a n d s  f u r n a c e  and g i v e  some i d e e  o f  t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  work 

t h a t  h a s  b e e n  carr ied o u t  by CAT nembers .  

NEWLAND HAMLET: 

A REMARKABLE INDUSTRIAL VILLAGE 

As t h e  t r a v e l l e r  s p p r o a c h e s  U i v e r s t o n  f r o 3  : : cwby S r i d g e ,  h e  

~ a k  g e t  a  q u i c k  ~ l i ~ c s e  o f  t h e  s i g n  ' : ; e : , l a n d f  a n d  s e e  a  c l u s t e r  

o f  b u i l d i n g s  o v e r  f i e l d s .  

T ! l o s e  b u i i d i r ! ? ~  r e ~ r e s e n t  t k ~ e  c o n i n ?  o f  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  

r e v o l u t i o n  t o  T u r n e s s ,  .*,been a : r o w i n g  i r o n  i n d u s t r y  w a s  b e g i n n i n ?  

t o  a f f e c t  t h e  l i v e s  o f  s c o r e s  o f  p e o p l e  i n  Low " u r n s s  a n d  i n  t h e  

F u r n e s s  F e l l s  a 1 i ) : e .  T h e  i r o n  : ; a s ,  3s m a n y  s t u d e n t s  now k n o w ,  

s m e l t e d  w i t h  c h a r c o a l  f u e l ,  a n d  t h e r e  i s  t h e  s t a c k  o f  a n  

e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  c i : a r c o a l  f u r n a c e  i n  t h e  z o d e r n  h a m l e t .  

I t  h a s  o f t e n  S e e n  s z i d  t h a t  t h e  i n d u s t r i e s  o f  F u r n e s s  were 

s t a r t e d  b y  ' o f f c o i n e r s '  o r  o u t s i d e r s ,  b u t  t h i s  i s  o n l y  p a r t l y  

t r u e .  T h e  f i r s t  f u r n a c e  o f  a n y  i x p o r t a n c e  w a s  o p e r a t e d  a t  

C u n s e y ,  b y  t h e  b ' i n d e r a e r e  l a k e  s i d e ,  i n  1 - 1 1 ,  a n d  t h i s  w a s  b u i l t  

b y  E d w a r d  H a l l  a n d  T h o r n a s  C o t t o n ,  g e n t l .  e n  f r o n  C h e s h i r e .  T h e  

same f i r m ,  k n o w n  a s  E d w a r d  H a l l  a n d  C c  a n y ,  a c q u i r e d  f u r t t - , e r  

p a r t n e r s ,  w h o  w e r e  a l s o  i n  t h e  m a i n  o u t  i d e r s ,  a n d  w e n t  o n  t o  

b u i l d  t h e  m o r e  f a m o u s  f u r n a c e  a t  D u d d o n  L r i d g e  i n  1 7 3 6 .  ' T h i s ,  o f  

c o u r s e ,  r e m a i n s  a s  a m a g n i f i c e n t  i n d u s t r i a l  m o n u n e n t .  

B u t  K e w l a n d  F u r n a c e  ( a n d  h a m l e t ;  w a s  t h e  w o r k  o f  l o c a l  

p e o p l e ,  t h e  F o r d  f a m i l y  o f  G r i z e d a l e ,  t h e  X n o t t s  o f  R y d a l ,  k h o  

w e r e  v e r y  a c t i v e  i n  t h e  t r a d e  a n d  i n d u s t r y  o f  t h e i r  t i n e ,  a n d  

James B a c k h o u s e  o f  F i n s t h w a i t e .  I t  m u s t  s e e n  s t r a n g e  t h a t  t h e y  

c h o s e  t h i s  n a r r o w  a n d  o n c e  r a t h e r  r e m o t e  s e e m i n g  v a l l e y  n e a r  

U l v e r s t o n ,  e s p e c i a l l y  w h e n  i t  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  t h a t  t h e  f u r n a c e  

f u e l ,  c h a r c o a l ,  w a s  o f t e n  h a r d  a n d  e x p e n s i v e  t o  o b t a i n .  L'!len t!:e 

N e w l a n d  F u r n a c e  was e r e c t e d  i n  1 7 4 7 ,  t h e r e  was a c u t e  c o m p e t i t i o n  

f o r  c o p p i c e  w o o d l a n d  t h a t  c o u l d  b e  c u t  i n t o  c o r d w o o d  t o  b u i l d  

c h a r c o a l  s t a c k s ,  w h e n  s e v e r a l  o t h e r  f u r n a c e s  a n d  f o r g e s  i v . e r e  

c o m p e t i n g  f o r  s u p p l i e s .  

B u t  t h e  N e w l a n d  p a r t n e r s  were l o o k i n g  a h e a d ,  a n d  h a d  p l a n n e d  

t h e i r  s t r a t e g i e s  a c c o r d i n g l y .  



F i r s t  o f  a l l ,  t h e r e  v a s  a n  e x c e l l e n t  s u p p l y  o f  w a t e r  

a v a i l a b l e  f r o m  t h e  N e w l a n d  G e c k ,  a 2 d  t h i s  t o d a y  g i v e s  c l e a n  wa te r  

t o  t h e  g r e a t  G l a x o  e n t e r p r i s e .  T h e  w a t e r  w a s  i m p o r t a n t  i n  1 7 i c 7 ,  

b e c a u s e  i t  w a s  u s e d  t o  J r i v c  t h e  f u r n a c e  b e l l o w s .  I t  w a s  a i r e a d y  

u s e d  b y  a  m e d i a e v a l  c g r n  > i l l ,  a x d  t h e  l a t e r  v e r s i o n  o f  t h a t  r i l l  

s t i l l  s t a n d s  - i t  :]ss a s l a t e  b a s e  a n d  ; i i n u s u a l l y  f o r  t h e s e  

p a r t s )  a  b r i c k  u 2 l ; e r  s t r u c t u r e ,  a n d  c a n  e a s i l y  b e  s e e n  f r o n  t h e  

m a i n  r o a d .  
I. i r e x t ,  t h e  f u r n a c e ,  b u i l t  o f  t h e  l o c a l  s l a t e ,  w a s  p l a c e d  a t  

t h e  f o o t  o f  a s t e e p  b a n k ,  a n d  w a t e r  f r o i n  t h e  b e c k  was d i v e r t e d  

f o r  a b o u t  100 r : : e t r e s  t o  r e a c h  t h e  w a t e r  w h e e l  t h a t  b l e w  t h e  

b e l l o w s  - a n d  t h e n  w e n t  o n  t o  p o x e r  t h e  c o r n  m i l l .  We m a y  a s k  

w h y  t h e  b u i l d e r s  K e n t  t o  t h i s  t r o u b l e ,  u n t i l  we r e a l i z e  t h a t  t h e  

i r o n  o r e ,  u s e d  i n  s m e l t i n g ,  a n d  t h e  c h a r c o a l ,  were t i p p e d  i n t o  

t h e  f u r n a c e  f r o m  a h i g h e r  l e v e l ,  a n d  t h a t  b o t h  m a t e r i a l s  were 

s t o r e d  a t  t h a t  l e v e l .  T h e  m a g n i f i c e : : :  c h a r c o a l  b a r n  s t i l l  

r e m a i n s ,  a t  t h e  h e a d  o f  a n  a p p r o a c h  l a n e  a l o n g  w h i c h  t h e  o r e  w a s  

c a r t e d .  

S o ,  w h a t  h a d  b e e n  a n  e m p t y  h e a t h  ( a l l  e x c e p t i n g  t h e  c o r n  

m i l l  a n d  p e r h a p s  a s m a l l  f a r m )  b e c a m e  t h e  s c e n e  o f  m u c h  a c t i v i t y .  

T h e  i r o n  o r e  w a s  b r o u g h t  f r o m  P e n n i n g t o n  a n d  L . i n d a 1 ,  w h e r e  t i l e  

f i r m  a c q u i r e d  i r o n  m i n e s ,  a n d  s o  t h e  d i s t a n c e  t o  b e  c o v e r e d  b j .  

t h e  o r e  c a r t s  w a s  n o t  g r e a t  - o t h e r  l o c a l  c o m p a n i e s ,  l i k e  t h a t  a t  

E a c k b a r r o w ( l 7 1 1 - 1 2 )  h a d  t o  h a v e  o r e  b r o u g h t  p a r t l y  b y  b o a t  a l o n g  

t h e  L e v e n  e s t u a r y .  

I t  m a y  s t i l l  b e  a s k e d  h o w  t h e  N e w l a n d  p a r t n e r s  e x p o r t e d  t h e  

p i g  a n d  o t h e r  i r o n  t h a t  t h e y  p r o d u c e d ,  a n d  i t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  t h e y  

c a r t e d  t h e  l a t t e r  a c r o s s  t h e  U l v e r s t o n  m o s s  ( w h i c h  t h e n  a l s o  l a y  

e m p t y  b e f o r e  t h e  C a n a l  w a s  c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  1 7 9 3 - 5 ; ,  t o  e s t a b l i s h e d  

l o a d i n g  p o i n t s  a t  P l u m p t o n ,  B e n n  H i l l ,  S a n d g a t e ,  T r e a d l e y  a n d  

l l a n m e r s i d e  H i l l .  i i e r e  a g a i n ,  t h e  d i s t a n c e s  were n o t  g r e a t ,  a n d  

t h e r e  w a s  a l i v e l y  s h i p p i n g  t r a d e .  

H o w e v e r ,  i n  1 7 8 0  t h e y  b u i l t  a q u a y  a t  t h e  s m a l l  p o r t  o f  

B a r r o w h e a d ,  now B a r r o w - i n - F u r n e s s ,  a n d  may  t h e r e f o r e  b e  s a i d  t o  

h a v e  p l a y e d  a - m o d e s t  p a r t  i n  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  a m o d e r n  p o r t .  



THE CHARCOAL SHORTAGE. 

T h e  l o c a l  i r o n  c o m p a n i e s  were a l l  f l o u r i s h i n g  i n  t h e  1 7 4 0 1 s ,  

a n d  a l l  w e r e  c o m p e t i n g  h o t l y  f o r  c h a r c o a l  s u p p l i e s ,  s e n d i n g  

a g e n t s  r o u n d  t h e  c o u n t r : ; s i d e  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  b u y  w o o d s  f o r  t h i s  

p u r p o s e .  

S o  s e r i o u s  h 2 d  t h e  : 3 i t u a t i o n  b e c o m e  b y  1 7 5 2  t h a t  t h e  N e w l a n d  

p a r t n e r s  a c t u a l l y  3 r r a n z , e d  t o  s e t  u p  a  f u r n a c e  a t  B o n a w e  n e a r  

O b a n ,  o n  t h e  b a n k s  o f  L o c k  E t i v e  i n  A r g y l l s h i r e ,  w h e r e  t h e  f i r m  

w o u l d  h a v e  a m p l e  ~ u : ~ i ) l i ? s  o f  c h a r c o a l  f r o m  e x t e n s i v e  w o o d s  t h a t  

were a v a i l a b l e .  

S o  y e t  a n o t h e r  i n d u s t r i d 1  v i l l a g e  a p p e a r e d  o n  t h e  b a n k  o f  

L o c k  E t i v e ,  a n d  i ~ o l i d a y - n a k e r s  i n  S c o t l a n d  c a n  s t i l l  s e e  t h e  

f u r n a c e ,  w h i c h  i s  i n s c r i ' b e d  ' B u n a w  F .  1 7 5 2 ' ,  a n d  i s  n o w  c h e r i s h e d  

a s  a n  i n d u s t r i a l  n i o n u m e n t .  i i e  a r e  t o l d  t h a t  ' Q u i t e  a  c o l o n y  w a s  

e s t a b l i s h e d  a t  T a y n u i l t ,  d w e l l i n g  h o u s e s ,  a  f a r m ,  a c h u r c h ,  

s c h o o l  a n d  e v e n  a  p u b l i c  h o u s e  w e r e  a l l  . r e c t e d  b y  t h e  C o m p a n y .  

S p i n n i n g  w a s  c a r r i e d  o n  b y  t h e  w o m e n ,  . i d  m o s t  o f  t h e  y a r n  w a s  

t a k e n  t o  F u r n e s s ,  u h e r e  i t  was s o l d  l o c a l ' : ; ' .  

T h e  r i c h  l o c a l  i r o n  o r e  w a s  c a r r i e l ,  c o a s t w i s e  t o  S c o t l a n d ,  

f o r  i t  w a s  c h e a p e r  t o  d o  t h i s  t h a n  t o  s t r u g g l e  f o r  s u p p l i e s  o f  

c h a r c o a l  ( i n  P u r n e s s  o r  S c o t l a n d ) ,  a n d  t h e  n e w  s e t t l e n e n t  by  t h e  

l o c h  h e l p e d  t o  t r i g g e r  o f f  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  r e v o l u t i o n  n o r t h  o f  t h e  

b o r d e r .  

PLACE IN FURNESS H I S T O R Y .  

T h e  N e w l a n d  p a r t n e r s h i p  i s  b e s t  r e n e m b e r e d  b e c a u s e  i t  

p r o v i d e s  t h e  l i n k  b e t w e e n  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  i r o n  i n d u s t r y  o f  

F u r n e s s  a n d  t h e  V i c t o r i a n  d i s t r i c t ' s  a w e - i n s p i r i n g  a c h i e v e m e n t s  

i n  t h e  same i n d u s t r i a l  f i e l d .  T h e  p a r t n e r s h i p  b e c a m e  k n o w n  a s  

H a r r i s o n ,  A i n s l i e  a n d  C o .  ( 1 8 1 2 )  w h e n  m o s t  o f  i t s  w e a l t h  w a s  i n  

t h e  S c o t t i s h  H i g h l a n d s .  I t  a l s o  o w n e d  t h e  f u r n a c e  a n d  f o r g e  a t  

N e w l a n d  a n d  t h e  f u r n a c e  a t  N i b t h w a i t e ,  t h e  f o r g e  l a s t e d  f r o m  1 7 8 3  

t o  1 8 0 7  o n l y ,  a n d  i s  r a t h e r  a  m y s t e r y .  I t  a c q u i r e d  Lowwood 

F u r n a c e  i n  1818 a n d  t h e  D u d d o n  e n t e r p r i s e  i n  1 8 2 8 .  I t  was t h i s  

c o n c e n t r a t i o n  o f  p o w e r  . * t h a t  e n a b l e d  t h e  S e w l a n d  f i r m  t o  s u r v i v e  

s o  t r i u m p h a n t l y  t h r o u g h  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t r u y ,  i n v e s t i n g  i n  i r o n  



m i n e s  a n d  s h i p p i n g .  

I t  h a d  a l r e a d y  h e l p e d  t o  p r o m o t e  t h e  r i s e  o f  t h e  s q a l l  p o r t  

o f  B a r r o w  t h r o u g h  i t s  1 7 5 0  q u a y  a t  t h a t  v i l l a g e ,  a n d  i t  c o n t i n u e d  

t o  h o l d  a m i n e  f l o o r  ~ , c l u ; ~ , ~  f o r  i r o n  o r e ,  a n d  a j e t t y  i n  t i l e  

g r o w i n g  v i l l a g e  o f  Z a r r o w  - t h e  j e t t y  was n e a r  t h e  l i n e  o f  t h e  

H i g h  L e v e l  l i r i d g e .  I n  a d ? i t i o n  t o  o w n i n g  t h e  o l d  S h i p  I n n  a t  

E a t t o w  ( n o w  s a d l y  d e s t r o y e d , ,  i t  h a d  c o t t a g e s  a t  L i n d a l e ,  C a r r o w  

a n d  B a c k b a r r o w  a n d  p r o p e r t y  a t  G r e e n o d d .  A n d ,  m o r e  t h a n  t h i s ,  i t  

c a m e  t o  own s e v e r a l  i ~ p o r t a n t  i r o n  m i n e s  i n  t h e  L i n d a l  a r e a  i n  

t h e  l a t e r  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  T h r o u g h  i n d i v i d u a l s  l i k e  Aymer  

A i n s l i e ,  i t  h a d  a h a n d  i n  t h e  p r o m o t i o n  o f  U l v e r s t o n ' s  w e l l  

r e m e m b e r e d  i r o n w o r ? : ~ ,  t h e  S o r t h  L o n s d a l e  I r o n  a n d  S t e e l  C o .  

( 1 8 7 4 ) .  

No o t h e r  F u r n e s s  i r o n  c o m p a n y  s u r v i v e d  i n  t h i s  m a n n e r ,  a n d  

m o s t  o f  t h o s e  p r o m o t 3 d  i n  t h e  G e o r g i a n  a g e  p e r i s e d  o r  were t a k e n  

o v e r ,  w i t h  t h e  f u r n a c e s  3 t  E a c k b a r r o w  a n d  N e w l a n d  c o n t i n u i n g  i n t o  

c o m p a r a t i v e l y  r e c e n t  t i n e s  ( D u d d o n  f u r n a c .  c l o s e d  i n  1 6 6 7 ; .  

S o  Y e w l a n d  f u r n a c e  a n d  i t s  h a m l e t  r e  u n i q u e  m o n u m e n t s  t o  

t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h i s  a r e a ,  a n d  o f  c o u r s e  t h e y  d e s e r v e  a  n u c h  

c l o s e r  l o o k .  T h e r e  a r e  f e w  i n d u s t r i a l  v i l l a g e s  ( o r  h a m l e t s ,  l i k e  

t h i s  i n  t h e  n o r t h  o f  E n g l a n d  o r  i n  S c o t l a n d ,  a n d  K e w l a n d  w o u l d  

s t i l l  b e  o f  i n t e r e s t  i f  i t  l a c k e d  s u c h  a r e m a r k a b l e  h i s t o r y .  

STORY OF A COMPlUNITY. 

We m u s t  a l s o  r e m e m b e r  t h a t  : ; e w l a n d  i s  a c o m m u n i t y ,  a n d  t k L a t  

i t  h a s  b e e n  s o  f o r  w e l l  o v e r  t w o  c e n t u r i e s .  I t  i s  p r i v a t e l y  

o c c u p i e d ,  a l t h o u g h  a c c e s s i b l e  t o  t h e  g e n u i n e l y  i n t e r e s t e d  

v i s i t o r .  I t  a l s o  h a s  q u i t e  a c o m p l e x  s t o r y ,  n o t  a l l  o f  w h i c h  c a n  

b e  u n r a v e l l e d .  T h e  s e t t l e m e n t  w h i c h  now e x i s t s  i s  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  

t h a t  w h i c h  was b u i l t  b y  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r g ,  

a l t h o u g h  t h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  s o m e  a l t e r a t i o n s  t o  t h e  r e s i c i e n t l a l  

p r o p e r t y ,  a n d ,  i n d e e d ,  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  s t r u c t u r e s .  I l e n c e ,  t h e  

m a i n  w a l l s  o f  t h e  f u r n a c e  a n d  i t s  a s s o c i a t e d  b u i l d i n g s  a l m o s t  

c e r t a i n l y  b e l o n g  t o  t h e  l a t e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ;  t h e  l o w e r  ? a r t  

o f  t h e  c o r n  m i l l  c o u l d  w e l l  b e  e a r l i e r  t h a n  t h a t ,  a s  c o u l d  t h e  

s t a b l e  n e a r  t h e  f u r n a c e  h e a r t h  a n d  e n t r a n c e .  



S A V I N G  X E W L A X D  FCR!i:\CE b y  J . D . 1 i a r s h a l l  a n d  o t h e r s .  

T h e  o l d  i r o n  f u r n a c e  a t  : ; e w l a n d  V i l l a g e  i s  k n o w n  t o  e x p e r t  

v i s i t o r s  f r o m  a l l  c v e r  Z r i t s i n .  I t  i s  a s u r v i v o r  o f  t h e  o n c e  

f a m o u s  F u r n e s s  c h a r c o a l  i r c n  i n d u s t r y ,  a n d  was d i s m a n t l e d  i n  

1 9 0 3 ,  a f t e r  h a v i n g  S e e n  ' b l o w n  o u t '  ( w o r k e d  f o r  t h e  l a s t  t i n e )  o n  

1 9 t h  J a n u a r y  1 8 9 1 .  

I l o w e v e r ,  t h e  h e a r t h ,  s t a c k  a n d  s o m e  o f  t h e  f u r n a c e  l i n i n g  

r e m a i n ,  a n d  t h e r e  i s  e v e r y  h o p e  t h a t  o n e  d a y  t h e  w h o l e  f u r n a c e  

c o m p l e x  w i l l  b e  r c s t o r e t l .  T h i s  w o u l d  n e a n  t h a t  F u r n e s s  w o u l d  b e  

a b l e  t o  b o a s t  o f  t w o  e i g h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  t y p e  i r o n w o r k s ,  t h e  

r e m a i n s  o f  w h i c h  a r e  a m o n g  t h e  f i n e s t  s p e c i m e n s  i n  B r i t a i n .  

D u d d o n  F u r n a c e  i s  o f  c o u r s e  t h e  o t h e r  o n e  i n  o u r  a r e a .  

We c a n  r e m e m b e r  a t i m e ,  o n l y  a b o u t  f i f t e e n  y e a r s  a g o ,  w h e n  

t h e  D u d d o n  F u r n a c e  s i t e  was s e r i o u s l y  q v e r g r o w n ,  a n d  w h e n  t h e  

f u r n a c e  s t a c k  w a s  b e i n g  w r e n c h e d  a p a r t  ..y a t r e e ,  t h e  r o o t s  o f  

w h i c h  h a d  w o u n d  t h e i r  w a y s  i n t o  t h e  u p p e r  m a s o n r y .  E v e r y  t i n e  a 

g a l e  d r a g g e d  a t  t h e  t r e e ,  we t h o u g h t  o f  t h e  f a t e  o f  t h e  s t o n e w o r k  

o f  t h i s  u n i q u e  h i s t o r i c a l  m o n u m e n t ,  a n d  d r e a d e d  t o  e n v i s a g e  w h a t  

w e  m i g h t  f i n d  o n  a v i s i t .  

Years o f  a g i t a t i o n  c a u s e d  t h o s e  i n  a u t h o r i t y  t o  t a k e  n o t i c e .  

O n e  o f  o u r  n u m b e r  v i s i t e d  t h e  D u d d o n  s i t e  i n  1 9 7 1 ,  i n  t h e  c o i n p a n y  

o f  Mr. P . R . W h i t e ,  n o w  C h i e f  I n s p e c t o r  o f  A n c i e n t  ? l o n u m e n t s ,  a n d  

h e  w a s  d e e p l y  i m p r e s s e d  by  w h a t  h e  s a w .  Now,  o f  c o u r s e ,  D u d d o n  

F u r n a c e  a n d  i t s  b u i l d i n g s  a r e  s p e c i a l l y  p r o t e c t e d  a n d  m a i n t a i n e d  

b y  t h e  L a k e  D i s t r i c t  S p e c i a l  P l a n n i n g  B o a r d .  E v e n  n o w ,  v i s i t o r s  

a r e  n o t  f u l l y  aware t h a t  w h a t  t h e y  c a n  s e e  ( o n  s p e c i a l  

a p p l i c a t i o n )  i s  s u p e r i o r  t o  t h e  i r o n w o r k s  r e m a i n s  a t  t h e  

I r o n b r i d g e  N u s e u m .  

R e t u r n i n g  t o  i i e w l a n d ,  t h e  i r o n w o r k s  a n d  h a m l e t  t h e r e  h a s  n o t  

h a d  a n y  s p e c i a l  p r o t e c t i o n  a t  a l l ,  a n d  y e a r  a f t e r  y e a r ,  we h a v e  

w a t c h e d  t h e  f u r n a c e  l i n i n g  c o l l a p s i n g  t o  t h e  g r o u n d  a s  f r o s t ,  

r a i n  a n d  i c e  h a v e  t a k e n  t h e i r  t o l l .  I t  w a s  f r u s t r a t i n g  t o  s e e  

t h i s  h a p p e n i n g .  



l i h e n e v e r  w e  m a d e  a r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  t o  a u t h o r i t y ,  w e  w e r e  

aware t h a t  s h o r t a g e  o f  r n o n e y  w o u l d  p r o b a b l y  b e  m a d e  a n  e x c u s e  f o r  

d o i n g  n o t h i n g .  I l o : \ : e v c r ,   he D e p a r t m e n t  o f  t h e  E n v i r o n m e n t ,  i n  

1 9 8 3 ,  d i d  b e g i n  t o  t h i n k  o f  o f f e r i n g  p r o t e c t i o n ,  a n d  a s p e c i a l i s t  

s u r v e y o r  l o o k e d  a t  t h e  ! , u i l d i n g s ,  o n l y  t o  p r o d u c e  a d e p r e s s i n g l y  

e x p e n s i v e  l i s t  o f  t i i i n ~ s  i h a t  n e e d e d  d o i n g .  O n e  c a n  a d d ,  ' i n  a n  

i d e a l  w o r l d ' .  

I n  f a c t ,  i f  t h e  i i o r k  i s  b r o k e n  d o w n  i n t o  p r i o r i t i e s  a n d  

n o n - p r i o r i t i e s ,  i t  b e g i n s  t o  l o o k  p e r f e c t l y  f e a s i b l e .  When o n e  

o f  o u r  o w n  l o c a l  i n d u s t r i a l  a r c h a e o l o g i s t ,  J o h n  B r a i t h w a i t e ,  

u n d e r t o o k  h i s  o ~ n  s u r v e y ,  i t  b e c a m e  o b v i o u s  w h a t  n e e d e d  d o i n g  

f i r s t  o f  a l l  - t h e  f u r n a c e  l i n i n g  n e e d e d  s e c u r i n g ,  a n d  t h e  

b l o w i n g  c h a m b e r  a r c h  n e e d e d  p r o t e c t i o n  a g a i n s t  c o l l a p s e .  

By w a y  o f  e x p l a n a t i o n ,  t h e  m a s o n r y  r o u n d  t h e  f u r n a c e  i t s e l f  

d a t e d  f r o m  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  a n d  c o n s i s t s  o f  s k i l l f u l l y  

m a d e  d r y s t o n e  w a l l i n g  w i t h  r u b b l e  f i l i :  T h e  b l o w i n g  c h a m b e r ,  

t o  t h e  w e s t  o f  t h e  f u r n a c e ,  o r i g i n a l l y  : o n t a i n e d  g r e a t  l e a t h e r  

b e l l o w s  w h i c h  w e r e  o p e r a t e d  b y  a w a t e r  w h e e l  - t h e  w h e e l p i t  i s  o n  

t h e  n o r t h  s i d e .  T h e  c o l d  a i r  f r o m  t h e  b e l l o w  w a s  p u m p e d  i n t o  t ! ~ e  

f u r n a c e  t h r o u g h  n o z z l e s  i n  t h e  a r c h ,  j u s t  a s  c h a r c o a l  a n d  i r o n  

o r e  ( w i t h  l i m e s t o n e  f l u x j  w e r e  t i p p e d  i n t o  t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  f u r n a c e  

f r o m  t h e  ' b r i d g e 1  o r  s e r v i n g  p l a t f o r m  h i z h e r  u p .  T h i s  p l a t f o r m  

i s  s t i l l  i n  e x i s t e n c e .  

T h e  f u r n a c e  s t a c k  a s  a w h o l e  i s  c o v e r e d  w i t h  w e l l - g r o w n  i v y ,  

a n d  t h i s  h a s  t o  b e  d e s t r o y e d  w i t h  g r e a t  c a r e  a n d  p e r s i s t e n c e .  

D r y s t o n e  w a l l i n g  c a n  b e  s e r i o u s l y  l o o s e n e d  b y  t h e  a c t i o n  o f  t h e  

i v y  r o o t s .  

T h e  d r a w i n g  h e r e  s h o w n  s h o w s  t h e  f u r n a c e  a s  i t  l o o k e d  i n  

a b o u t  1 8 9 7 ,  c o m p l e t e  w i t h  i t s  s u r r o u n d i n g  b u i l d i n g s .  I t  w i l l  b e  

n o t i c e d  t h a t  t h e  f u r n a c e  s t a c k  h a s  a w o o d e n  e x t e n s i o n ,  p r e s u m a b l y  

t o  g i v e  a m o r e  p o w e r f u l  d r a u g h t ,  b u t  t h a t  m o s t  o f  t h e  m a s o n r y  i s  

s t i l l  i n t a c t .  
. . 





However, there was an increasing mess inside the furnace, as 

the blowing chamber arch collapsed, leaving a heap of debris five 

or six feet high. '(iat was inuch worse, it was highly unsafe 

within the furnace hearth, for massive firebricks, left in 

position by the late owners, threatened to fall on the heads of 

visitors, and the ?ropri?tor, Mr. H. Stevenson, was rightly 

unwilling to let people take undue risk. 

The situation :%.as saved by members of the Cumbria Amenity 

Trust )lining History Society, who revel in bold but well 

organised underground exploration. Following the agreement with 

P i .  T. Clare, the Cunbria County Archaeologist, it was arranged 

that C.A.T. volunteers would secure the entrance to the furnace 

and would prop up the collapsing arches within. To do this, 

several tons of rubble have to be removed. 

So far, the rescue operation has worked splendidly. The 

volunteers showed the expectyed resourzefulness and planning, 

under the leadership of r .  Hohn Helme of Ulverston, and the 

proper entrance to the furnace was excavated. :.iembers of the 

public are warned that the ara of the furnace entrance is still 

highly dangerous. 

Later on, we intend that the authorities shall take over, 

and there are plans to support the inside of the furnace 

permanently. The appearance of the stack and nearby buildings 

should be greatly improved. 

However, much depends on Newland Hamlet getting the status 

of a Conservation Area. If the locality is protected in this 

way, by up-grading into such an area status, money can be spent 

on conserving the buildings as ancient monuments - money that 

would not otherwise be available. It is most unlikely that such 

a procedure will affect any of the residents, for the visiting of 

ancient ironworks is a syecialist taste. 



Save these magnificent. 
machines i 

I IS THE sun finally to  set on the last landmark of deep mining 
in West Cumbria? 

WHITEHAVEN is on 
the brink of losing its 
last piece of mining 
history. 

British Coal have 
applied for planning 
permission to Cope- 
land Council to scrap 
the steam engines 
and demolish the 

winding house at 
Haig Pit. 

But in doing so 
they would ruin 6 
great piece of mining 
history said VJhite- 
haven Museum cura- 
tor Harry Fancy. 

Mr Fancy said: "It 
is the last link with 

deep mining in the 
area. 

"They were built 
!wing the first world 
Nar and the engines 
#ere originally con- 
structed for a York- 
shire Woollen Mill by 
an engineer called 

Bever Darling., 
"But given that it 

was during the war 
and materials were 
scarce the engines 
were used at Haig. 
They are the finest 
steam engines ever 
installed in a British 
pit. 

''They are really 
magnificent, collosal 
machines. Right up 
until the end of their 
life they were still 
working on steam 
and as such were 
among the last steam 
operated engines in 
the country ." 

There are mining 
m u s e u m s  do t tec t  
throughout the coun- 
try, but none in Cum- 
bria. 

Mr Fancy added: 
"If one could be saved 
it would make a su- 
perb museum piece." 

The Haig Pit site 
has been transformed 
by British Coal into a 
E 1.3 million business 
park with mainly light 
industrial workshops 
and the  w ind i ng  
house and its engines 
are somewhat isolat- 
ed. 

THE HAlG Colliery engine house and winding gear as they are 
today. Battered by wind and rain, especially this week, how 
long will they last? 
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DRAFT 

M I N I N G  SITES WITHIN THE LAKE DISTRICT NATIONAL PARK RECCOMENDED FOR PROTECTION 
BY MEANS OF SCHEDULING OR LISTING. 

ALLERDALE DISTRICT. 

1 .  BANNERDALE MINE. 
( P b )  NY 3 3 5 2 9 5 ,  C i r c a  1 8 5 0 .  
The  b u i l d i n g  h e r e  is i n  two p a r t s ,  a  s m i t h y  and  a  mine  o f f i c e l s h o p .  T h e  

o f f i c e  h a s  a m a g n i f i c e n t  f i r e  p l a c e  a n d  ch imney  s t i l l  s t a n d i n g .  

2 .  BLENCATHRA MINE. 
(Pb ,Cu ,Ba . )  NY 297267 ,  C i r c a  1 8 4 0 .  
S i t u a t e d  i n  t h e  G l e n d e r a t e r r a  V a l l e y ,  t h e  s i t e  c o n s i s t s  o f  a f i l l e d  i n  

s h a f t  on  t h e  E a s t  bank o f  t h e  b e c k ,  two water w h e e l  p i t s ,  p l u s  two o t h e r  
b u i l d i n g s ,  b o t h  s t a n d i n g  t o  r o o f  h e i g h t .  T h e r e  is a l s o  a n  o p e n  l e v e l  o n  t h e  
West bank o f  t h e  b e c k ,  2 0 0 y a r d s  f u r t e r  S o u t h .  T h i s  mine  was last  worked  i n  
1875 .  

3.  BRUNDHOLME M I N E . ( E a r l i e r  known as G l e n d e r a t e r r a  Mine)  
(Pb ,Cu ,Ba . )  NY296274, C i r c a  1700 .  
S i t u a t e d  h i g h e r - u p  t h e  G l e n d e r a t e r r a  V a l l e y  t h a n  B l e n c a t h r a  M i n e , t h e  

s i t e  c o n s i s t s  o f  f i l l e d  i n  s h a f t s ,  a m i n e  o f f i c e ,  w h e e l  p i t ,  t u r b i n e  s i t e ,  
o p e n  l e v e l s ,  p l u s  e v i d e n c e  o f  a v e r y  o l d  m i n i n g  s i t e  on  t h e  E a s t  s i d e  o f  
t h e  b e c k ,  i n d i c a t i n g  t h e  u s e  o f  a  dam a n d  h u s h ,  w i t h  hand d r e s s i n g  f l o o r s .  
T h e  s i t e  was l a s t  worked i n  1920 .  

4 .  DALE HEAD MINE NEWLANDS. 
(Cu)  NY 222157 
Remains  o f  m i n e  o f f i c e , t h e  walls  r e q u i r e  c a p p i n g  w i t h  m o r t a r  t o  p r e v e n t  

w a t e r  p e n e t r a t i o n .  A l s o  r e m a i n s  o f  hand d r e s s i n g  f l o o r s .  

5. FORCE CRAG MINE,COLEDALE, BRAITHWAITE. 
(Ba ,Pb .Zn . )  NY200216. C i r c a  1800. T h e  l a s t  m e t a l l i f e r o u s  w o r k i n g  m i n e  . . .  

i n  t h e  L a k e  Dis t r ic t .  
S i t u a t e d  a t  t h e  h e a d  o f  t h e  C o l e d a l e  v a l l e y ,  numerous l e v e l s ,  a n d  a f u l l  
o p e r a t i n g  m i l l  s i ~ e ,  w i t h  o f f i c e .  A l s o  r e m a i n s ,  ( C i r c a  1 9 3 0 ) ,  o f  l a r g e - s c a l e  
w o r k i n g s  f o r  B a r y t e s ,  a t  High  F o r c e  C r a g  s i t e ,  a t  NY193214. 

6 .  FORNSIDE MINE, S t  JOHNS I N  THE VALE. 
(Cu . )  NY323205, a n d  NY323209. C i r c a  ? 
T h e r e  is a s i n g l e  b u i l d i n g  a t  t h i s  s i t e  ...... ? Any more  i n f o r m a t i o n ?  

7 .  (OLD?)POTTS GILL MIqE, CALDBECK. 
( B a . )  NY320361. C i r c a  1 8 7 1  ? 
The  m a g a z i n e  a t  t h i s  s i t e  is c o m p l e t e  w i t h  r o o f ,  a n d  a l s o  h a s  t h e  names 

o f  some o f  t h e  m i n e r s  who worked a t  t h e  m i n e s ,  c a r v e d  i n t o  t h e  b u i l d i n g ,  
a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  d a t e t h e y  worked t h e r e .  

8. ROUGHTON GILL MINE SITE NY298341, C i r c a  1600. 

9. ROUGHTON GILL SMELTER. NY301362 C i r c a 1 8 5 0 .  
(Pb ,Cu ,Zn ,Ba . )  
B o t h  sites are s i t u a t e d  S o u t h  o f  F e l l s i d e ,  i n  t h e  R o u g h t o n g i l l  V a l l e y .  

A t  t h e  h e a d  o f  t h e  v a l l e y  l i e s  t h e  main  w o r k i n g  a r e a  a n d  d r e s s i n g  f l o o r s ,  
w i t h  a  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  r e m a i n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  a s m i t h y / o f f i c e ,  h o r s e  whim c i r c l e ,  
e n g i n e  h o u s e ,  water l e a t s ,  smelter, a n c i e n t  d r e s s i n g  f l o o r s ,  a n d  a n  o r e  p r o c e s s i n g  
h o u s e .  T h e  area a l s o  c o n t a i n s  o p e n  l e v e l s .  

A t  t h e  j u n c t i o n  o f  Hay G i l l ,  a n d  R o u g h t o n g i l l  a l a r g e  smelter was b u i l t  
w i t h  a 4 0 0  f o o t  l o n g  ch imney .  Much o f  t h i s  b u i l d i n g  st i l l  r e m a i n s .  

C o n t i n u e d .  



10. SEATHWAITE WAD MINES BORROWDALE 
NY232125 Circa 1600. 

Known as the Seathwaite Plumbago Mine, numerous levels are to be found 
within high boundary walls, the most important of which are called, ' Robsons' 
'Gilbert's' and 'Harrisons'. At all of these levels remain the 'search houses', 
situated at the level portals. Two boundary stones marked 'Banks' denoting 
the boundary of the mine site also survive, along with remains of dressing 
floors. 

11. THRELKELD MINE. 
(Pb,Zn.) NY324262. Circa ..? 
At the big wier are the remains of a building ,which although not of 

great antiquity, is still in very good condition, although in need of urgent 
attention to prevent damage by water penetration. An adjoining stone built 
watercourse is also worthy of preservation , and requires some urgent attention 
to prevent any more of it collapsing. 

12. WYTHBURN/HELVELLYN MINE. 
(Pb,Zn.Ba.) NY325148. Circa 1800. 
Situated in Thirlmere, at the East side of the 1ake.Much of the site 

is still recognisi61e, i.e. , the Powder Store in the woods, the remains of 
the dressing plant in the clearing,and the dam just above the forestry fence 
at NY325148. Immediately uphill from this point is the start of the 600 yard 
long self-acting incline, built up as a stone causeway for most of its length. 
At the head of the incline is the remains of the drum house. This constitutes 
the best remaining example of a self-acting incline on a metalliferous mining 
site in the Lake District. 
In the region of the head of the incline lie the mine office and smithy, 
which contains a 'dated stone' with initials. The mine last worked in 
1880. 

SOUTH LAKELAND DISTRICT. 

13. BIRK FELL HAUSE MINE TILBERTHWAITE. 
(Cu) NY294016. 
This remote mine has a building and probably a small dressing 

floor , which are in need of preservation work. 

14. BORLASE MINE TILBERTHWAITE. 
(Cu) NY297015. 
The compressor house at this mine is still in very good condition, and 

is worthy of protection. 

15. COCKLEY BECK MINE. 
(Cu).NY249013. Circa. 1700. 
A small copper working beside Cockley Beck, consisting of levels and 

shafts. A very good example of a smithy and ore house remain on this site. 
Both buildings are still standing to roof height. 

16. GREENHEAD GILL GRASMERE. 
(Cu.) NY350087. Circa. 1600. 
A well known Elizabethan mining site, containing various shafts and 

pits, plus buildings which are still easily definable. The buildings include 
an ore house, hand dressing floors, and a bunk house. 

17. GREENBURN & PAVE YORK MINE LITTLE LANGDALE. 
(Cu.) NY 280022. Circa. 1850. . - ~  ~, 

Also known as New Coniston mine, or Great Coniston Mine. 
Continued. 



Greenburn and Pave York Mine Cont. .. 
At the head of the Greenburn Valley in Little Langdale, lies Greenburn 

Nine. The site contains numerous buildings , a row of 3 cottages, including 
a mine smithy, office, (with dated wall) shafts, and wheel pits. The site 
also contains the substantial remains of the stone slab tanks(former1ey 
lead lined) used to leach copper from the ore by the Sulphuric Acid process. 
There are also remains of the incline from the 3 Pave York levels, up the 
hillside to the South (Wetherlam) At the Pave York levels are the remains 
of two buildings, in need of repair. 
This site i:; almost certa::rllythe most complete mining and mineral processing 
site in the Lake District. 

18. HAWKRIGG MINE TILBERTHWAITE. 
(Cu.) NY301014. Circa 1580. 
This is probably the most important building on a mining site in the 

Lake District,because of its age (possibly Elizabethan). It is complete with 
its roof, and, as such, is the only building, with the exception of the Old 
Potts Gill Magazine, in this category. 

19. SEATHWAITE MENE ,DUNNERDALE. 
(Cu.) Low Level SD261933, Middle Level SD266994. Circa 1840. 
There is a single building between the Low and Middle Levels standing 

almost to eaves height. Nearby are the remains of hand-dressing floors. 

20. TILBERTHWAITE / PENNY RIGG MILL. 
(Cu.) Mine NY 299008. Circa 1800. 

' Deep Adit ~ e v e l  Portal/Penny Rigg Mill ,NY305007, Circa 1850. 
The site was last worked in 1942. 

The buildings on the mine site include a wheel pit, smithy/office, and a 
copper store.The buildings are in a fair condition, although in need of some 
preservation work. They probably date from the early 1800's. There are also 
a number of open shafts, and opencuts in this area, as well as the remains 
of water leats. 

The Penny Rigg Mill is a well-defined site, dating from 1850. It was 
constructed at the time of driving of the Horse Crag Deep Adit Level.The 
mill is substantially complete, along with the wheelpits, and is worthy of 
preservation. It should be ensured that the mill site is not adversley affected 
by the recent(0ctober 1989) granting of planning permission to re-work the 
slate closehead in the Deep Adit Level. 

21. WETHERLAM MINE TILBERTHWAITE. 
Cu.) NY298005. Circa. 1900. 
At this site there is a building in need of preservation. Also on this 

site is a horse-powered cast iron gin, manufactured by John Fell and Co. 
of Wolverhampton, around the turn of the century. This was used to wind ore 
from the 13 fathom deep sump in the floor of the adjoining level. The drive 
shaft and universal couplings to the sheeve wheel are still visible. 

Continued. 



EDEN DISTRICT 

22. EAGLE CRAG MINE, GRISEDALE, PATTERDALE. 
(Pb.) NY358142(No.2 Level), NY354143(Upper workings).Circa.1700. 
The No.2 level on this extensive mining site,is still open and contains 

wooden rails insitu. At the portal stands a two storey mine office/shop, 
complete except for its roof.Also in the immediate area are the remains of 
adressing floor, and settling ponds. 

On the upper part of the crag lies the No.5 Leve1,adjoining which is 
an excellent dressing floor area, with a mine office, and an engineered roadway. 
On the summit of the cragare very old open workings, with an old mine building 
still standing to eaves level. This site constitutes a good example of an 
early mining site, and is worthy of preservation. 

23. GREENSIDE MINE PATTERDALE. 
(Pb.)NY 365174. 
Although the upper part of this extensive mining site is Scheduled as 

an Ancient Monument, the scheduling does not extend to the lower part of 
the site, that is, the area around the portal of the 1 mile long drainage 
adit serving the mine, the Lucy Tongue Level. This area contains the remains 
of the former treatment works, and smelter. The buildings in this area date 
from the mid-185U's , as Lucy Level was driven during the period 1854-1868. 
The mill site occuoied a number of terraces on the hillside, which occupy 
a prominent position on the site. The remaining mine buildings, which have 
been adapted to alternative uses, should be preserved by means of Listing. 

24. HARTSOP HALL MINE 
(Pb.)NY395120. Circa.1700. 
The upper (N0.s 1 & 2 Levels) date from the early 1700's , although 

the mill and office remains date from the last period of re-working 1931- 
1942. The office still has the chimney in position,and should be cleaned 
out , and the walls topped with mortar to prevent water penetration. 

25. MYERS HEAD OR LOW HARTSOP M I N L  
(Pb.) NY416126. Circa 1867 - 1878. 
The mine is situated at the confluence of Pasture Beck, & HayeswaterGill. 

At this point stands the remains of a wheel case for a 30foot diameter water 
wheel, and massive stone piers, which supported the launder leading to the 
overshot wheel. 
Just to the West is a small mill with "dated" gritstone wheels. This mill 
was used for grinding corn for supplying local villages with flour. 

COPELAND DISTRICT. 

26. LOGAN BECK MINE, ULPHA. 
(Cu.) SD173916. Circa.1850. 
This is a small working for Copper on the West bank of the Logan Beck.The 

site contains a shaft,and two levels. At the upper level is a good example 
of a smithy, and ore dressing area. 

27. HESK FELL/HOLEHOUSE GILL MINE, ULPHA. 
(Cu.) SD175942. Circa 1850. . - ,  

This mine is to be found on the South side of Hesk Fell, nr Ulpha. The 
site has a three-roomed mine office, and separate smithy, intact up to roof 
height. 

DJB 07/10/89. 



BOXING DAY, ~MEEI'I? -- C,LOSEBfEsADSl ON1 CON~IBTON~ OLD (MAN 

ML A l a s t a i r  Cameron 

Eighteen members of CAT decided t o  forego re-heated tu rkey  and 

jo in  t h e  Boxing Day meet a t  Coniston Old Man. The venue was t h e  

middle l e v e l  on t h e  main bank a t  Saddle Stone where, t h e  m e e t -  

l eader  assured everyone, a  b i t  of d igg ing  would gain  acces s  t o  t h e  

l e v e l  which has been blocked f o r  a  number of years .  Some of t h e  

e l d e r  members of t h e  group thought  they  might j u s t  remember explor ing  

t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  l e v e l  i n  t h e i r  youth be fo re  t h e  en t r ance  became 

blocked. 

The d i g  s t a r t e d  apace bu t  s p i r i t s  were dampened when it was r e a l i s e d  

t h a t  t h e  t a s k  was n o t  a s  easy a s  f i r s t  thought.  The l e v e l  mouth 

appeared t o  have been blocked i n t e n t i o n a l l y  by explos ives .  Even t h e  

expe r t s  i n  t h e  group became dubious.  Eventua l ly  a  smal l  gap was 

opened up which looked a s  i f  it dropped down t o  what might be t h e  

l e v e l  f l o o r ;  bu t  no one f e l t  l i k e  squeezing down t o  see. 

Ult imately ,  t h e  d i g  was abandoned and t h e  pa r ty  made t h e i r  way 

up t h e  mountain t o  t h e  Low Water Q u a r r i e s  where t h e  m e e t  l e ade r  

f e l t  t h e r e  might be  another  s i t e  worth digging.  Af te r  a  ha l f -hear ted  

look round it was decided t o  r e p a i r  t o  t h e  Saddle Stone caverns a t  

Moss Head. Su rp r i s ing ly ,  a  number of CAT members had never  been i n  

t h e s e  huge closeheads which, w e  were r e l i a b l y  informed, a r e  t h e  

b igges t  caverns i n  England. A f t e r  looking round and t a k i n g  photos,  

we a l l  walked down t o  t h e  c a r s  i n  t h e  dark and headed f o r  t h e  Crown 

Hotel i n  Coniston where a  number of p i n t s  w e r e  drunk before  w e  

a l l  re turned  t o  f a m i l i e s  and cont inued  Christmas f e s t i v i t i e s .  



H ~ S I S ~  Swmt *mN.E,S , ,7-th. J,m *>9;90 . 

ML Alastair  Cameron 

Despi te  t h e  change of d a t e ,  and t h e  bad weather, a s u r p r i s i n g l y  

l a rge  number of CAT members tu rned  up f o r  t h e  Honis ter  t r i p  on 7 t h  

January. A t o t a l  of 1 9  people assembled a t  Honis ter  Hause, go t  
k i t t e d  o u t  then  made a dash through t h e  d r iv ing  r a i n  t o  t h e  main 

en t rance  of t h e  mine. 

The p lan  f o r  t h e  day was t o  show new ground explored dur ing  t h e  

previous 1 2  months and a l s o  t o  g a i n  access  and explore  s e v e r a l  a r e a s  

a s  y e t  no t  en te red .  

Having passed through t h e  Link Level, a small number examined 

Level E 0  which was only re-discovered r e c e n t l y  and runs i n  through t h e  

masonry-work below t h e  overhead haulage gantry.  The l e v e l  ga ins  access  

t o  q u i t e  a s i z e a b l e  c losehead.  The roof of t h e  en t r ance  tunnel  looks 

decidedly dodgy ( l i k e  s o  much of t h e  Honis ter  Mine). This  i s  n o t  a 
p lace  f o r  people who tend t o  bump i n t o  th ings .  

The p a r t y  came o u t  t o  day and en tered  t h e  Honister  Bottom Level. 

For t h e  next  f i v e  hours w e  would be underground and ou t  of t h e  

weather. The group ga thered  a t  t h e  f o o t  of t h e  Old I n t e r n a l  I n c l i n e  

where t h e  counterbalance 'dog' of t h e  i n c l i n e  system was photographed 

(and photographed aga in  -- and aga in  - - - l .  The i n c l i n e  was climbed 

and t h e  winding d rum reached a t  t h e  top.  Several  m e m b e r s  paced o u t  

t he  d i s t a n c e  t h a t  Top Level runs  before  t h e  major c o l l a p s e  i s  

reached and d u l y  passed r e s u l t s  ( a l l  of which were d i f f e r e n t )  t o  

t h e  meet l eade r .  

W e  then  descended t h e  i n c l i n e  t o  t h e  lower landing and en te red  

No 4 Level. A s h o r t  way a long  t h r e e  m e m b e r s  and one guest  (Gerald 
Col l ing)  climbed a s t e e p  s p o i l  s lope  and gained access  t o  a s e c t i o n  

of Top Level n o t  prev ious ly  en tered .  This p a r t  of Top &eve1 is 

blocked both ways by a r o o f - f a l l .  Y e t  another t i n y  piece of t h e  

huge Honis ter  jigsaw i s  now i n  p lace .  The group moved on, leav ing  

t h e  more juven i l e  members p lay ing  t r a i n s  with  an ore-truck.  The 
rest of  u s  proceeded t o  t h e  end of Level 4 and then climbed t h e  

open s p o i l  s lope  t o  Top Level where Mike Mitchel l  decided t h a t  it 

was lunch t i m e .  



Af te r  feeding and r e s t i n g  we e n t e r e d  ground t h a t  had on ly  r e c e n t l y  

been explored and surveyed. A narrow climb through s t a c k s  of d re s s ing  

waste l ed  up through l e v e l s  numbered 7 ,  8 and even tua l ly  9. This  was 

a s  high a s  a p rev ious  exp lo ra to ry  group had managed t o  g e t .  One of t h e  

main o b j e c t i v e s  of t h e  meet was t o  t r y  and g e t  i n t o  Level 10.  I n  two 

p laces  small  openings i n  t h e  roof looked a s  i f  they might l e a d  

upwards t o  Level 10 b u t  were blocked with  waste.  Digs up i n t o  t h e  

blockages were e n e r g e t i c a l l y  s t a r t e d .  I n  t h e  l e f t  hand opening, Guy 

eventua l ly  managed t o  d i g  himself  a  s i z e a b l e  cavern bu t  wi thout  

breaking through. The r i g h t  hand one was more succes s fu l  and broke 

through t o  a black void.  A f t e r  some cons ide ra t ion  Dave Bridge and 

I an  Matherson followed l a t e r  by t h e  meet-leader,  plucked up courage 

t o  cl imb up through. A f t e r  a d e l i c a t e  t r a v e r s e ,  they found themselves 

on t h e  f l o o r  of  Level  10. S t r ange ly  enough t h e r e  was a smel l  of 

c i g a r e t t e  smoke. Eventua l ly  it was r e a l i s e d  t h a t  Guy was r e s t i n g  i n  

h i s  d i g  and t h e  smoke from h i s  c iggy was p e r c o l a t i n g  through t h e  

f l o o r .  

The ground i n  Level 10  appeared horrendously uns tab le .  .Masonry 

work, the  roof and t h e  s t a c k s  of s p o i l  looked a s  i f  they were about 

t o  c o l l a p s e  a t  any moment. Not a p l a c e  t o  go i f  you s u f f e r  from a 

bad cough. A c o l l a p s e  was climbed through and a second climbed over.  

The l e v e l  continued beyond a t h i r d  c o l l a p s e ,  no doubt even tua l ly  

ending a t  a  l a r g e  c losehead.  Common sense  r u l e d ,  and t h e  t h r e e  

decided t o  r e t u r n  b u t  n o t  be fo re  a smal l  f a l l  of s tone  p a r t i a l l y  

c u t  o f f  t h e i r  r e t r e a t .  On t h e  way o u t  a very f i n e  powder p r i c k e r  

was found and salvaged.  

The group gathered a t  t h e  wide mouth-exit of Leve l '9  a t  t h e  e x t e r n a l  

i n c l i n e .  The breaking through t o  Level  10 was ce l eb ra t ed  by pass ing  

round the  meet-leader,2s h i p  f l a s k .  I t  was obvious t h a t  no f u r t h e r  

progress  upwards could be made underground t h a t  day and s o  we 

climbed t h e  e x t e r n a l  i n c l i n e  where t h e  only view we had was of t h e  

f a i n t  t r a c e s  of becks i n  s p a t e  on t h e  s lopes  of Dale Head. The Ash 

Crag i n t e r n a l  i n c l i n e  was t r a v e r s e d  and t h e  a r e a  above was explored 

b r i e f l y .  Llessrs Fleming, Mi t che l l ,  Matherson and o the r s  checked ou t  

a number of l e v e l s  and Angela found an underground rou te  up from one 

l e v e l  t o  emerge l i k e  a r a b b i t  from a ho le  a t  t h e  t o p  of t h e  c r ag .  

By now it was g e t t i n g  dark  and it was s t i l l  r a in ing .  W e  made our  

way back towards t h e  Hause meeting a l a t e  a r r i v a l  on t h e  way down i n  



1 
t h e  form of Chris Jones who had j u s t  re turned from h i s  mine exploring 

" 3 t r i p  t o  Spain. 
i 
i 
l 

The i n t e r n a l  workings a t  Honister  a r e  no t  i n  a  Very s t a b l e  condition.  

The main dangers are the  uns table  rock through which the  l e v e l s  a r e  
l 

driven and t h e  even more uns table  banks of walled-up dead5 some of l 

l which a r e  bulging ominously. Massive roof f a l l s  block many of t h e  
! 
l 

i l e v e l s  and some have happened q u i t e  r ecen t ly .  The w r i t e r ,  who doesn ' t  

normally wory about such th ings ,  found himself wondering what would ! 
! happen i f  he became trapped i n s i d e  by a  major co l l apse .  Rescue would l 

t ake  severa l  days a t  the  l e a s t .  And what i f  you'd forgot ten  t o  t e l l  l 
anyone where you were going----. I 

Exploring w i l l  continue a t  Honister during 1990. I f  anyone i s  

i n t e r e s t e d  i n  tak ing  p a r t  they should contac t  us f o r  d e t a i l s  of what l 
i s  planned. A d r a f t  submission t o  English Heritage has been drawn up l 
f o r  'scheduling'  the  Externa l  I n c l i n e  which i s  considered t o  be of 

I s i g n i f i c a n t  importance. k major t a s k  of preparing a f i e l d  guide t o  

a rea  is  a l s o  w e l l  under way and with any luck w i l l  be completed l 
t h i s  year. 

1 

1 May 27th - (Bank Holiday Weekend) Work Meet, Moss Head Ropeway. 
E. ML Ian Matheson. Following completion of t h e  Low Water 

1 
Engine House p r o j e c t ,  t h i s  meet is  t o  ca r ry  out conservation 
work on t h e  Brake House a t  Moss Head. Bring the  family.  i 
Meet a t  t h e  Walna Scar F e l l  Gate, GR ,288971. 

I 

June 17th. Doves Nest Caves - Glaramara Axe Factory - Grains 
Ghyll Mine. E. ML Peter Fleming, 0229 824103. A f e l l  walk 
t o  v i s i t  t hese  i n t e r e s t i n g  but l i t t l e  known s i t e s .  Helmet 
and lamp required.  Meet a t  S e a t o l l e r  Car Park, NY 245137 

I 

FINAL REMINDER ! 

This w i l l  be t h e  last N e w s l e t t e r  

c i r c u l a t e d  t o  members who have not  

paid t h e i r  subsc r ip t ion  f o r  1990 
., 




