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Red Earth 
Publications 

We have recently updated our desk top publishing system and can handle 
data from virtually any word-processing package on 3.5" or 5.25" disc 
(Ascii, Wordstar 3,4 & 5, Multimate, MS Word, Writer, Wordperfect 4 & 5, 
XyWrite and 8-Bit Ascii). We are broadening our operations to publish 
commercially-viable material (books that actually sell) but will continue to 
produce our aesthetically pleasing series on mining history and related 
subjects. From September we will be offering a typesetting service and will 
be branching into commercial printing - ie. letterheads, compliment slips, 
brochures, company reports, leaflets, etc. So if anyone out there wants to do 
business and take advantage of our special NAMHO discount, please ring 
our chief executive, Alen McFadzean, on 0229 64172. 

CAoToMoHoSo - RED EARTH joint publication (photo- 
graphic study of the Lake District mines) 

We are up and running regarding the production techniques. You writers 
and photographers out there are lagging behind. We have not received any 
new copy since the last meeting. If the book is to achieve maximum sales 
then it must be ready for printing by Christmas at the latest. 

NEXT BOOK OUT will be Ian Tyler's history of Greenside Mine and 
the lead mines of Patterdale. To ensure you acquire a copy, place your orders 
now with Red Earth Publications, 7 Silver Street, Marton, Ulverston, 
Cumbria. Special discount for C.A.T.M.H.S. members. This book will be 
even more successful than Force Crag, Ian's first contribution to the literary 
world. Make sure your orders are in before we sell out. These books will be 
collectors items one day! 

COPIES OF Force Crag: the History of a Lakeland Mine, by Ian Tyler, 
are still available but are selling out fast. We still have a few left at £6.29 
plus f l p&p for C.A.T.M.H.S. members. We also have a few copies of The 
Iron Moor by Alen McFadzean at £6.20 plus E l  p&p. Can you afford to deny 
yourselves unlimited access to the wealth of knowledge embodied between 
the superbly glossy covers of these two fine books? 
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Report on 7thiennial conference at Blaenau Ffestiniog. 

These notes  are a b r i e f  account o f  the  1991 NAMHC, conference 
which w a s  held a t  the  Llechwedd S l a t e  Caverns i n  Bleenau on the 
M a y  Bank Holiday weekend. 

Well. we made it in the end! Despite hesty rain and slow moving 
convoys of caravans. we arrived at Blsenau Ffestiniog late on a 
Friday evening for the NAMHO Conference. As a small town. 
Blaenau has a certain character. It can be likened to an 
unattractive version of Millom. It is totally dominated by 800 
to 900 ft high slate tips which we could only see in outline 
late on that evening. The streets were nearly deserted save for 
the odd soul head down against the driving rain scuttling past 
the boarded-up shops barely visible under the dim street lamps. 
Blaenau Ffestiniog is one of those places that doesn't look its 
best in the wet. 

The conference was being held at the Llechwedd Slate Complex 
high above the town. The management had given over the 
administration block (The Plas) to the confer5nce. The reception 
area was to be the venue for the displays and it didn't take us 
long to assemble the CAT display 'stand before heading off int-o 
the night to find our digs for the weekend and crash out. 

We rose to a dull but rain-free Saturday morning. The conference 
was to follow the usual routine of seminars running parallel 
with field trips: which posed a bit of a dilemma if you wanted 
t c  go to both. There were a number of seminars on the Saturday 
concerned with the Snailbeach Mine in Shropshire and there were 
also talks on gold mining in mid Wales and Bronze Age nining on 
the Great Orme. 

The naln field trip of the day was to the nearby Rhosydc! Slate 
Mine. The leader was the we1 l known Haz-old Morris w h ~ .  despite 
being a veteran of the sport and carrying a walking stick. 
managed to out-pace all of us. The maln access level to the mlne 
is a spacious tunnel nearly 1/3 rd of a mile long. The workings 
at the end contained two internal inclines of huge proportions 
xhich ran both upwards and downwards from the access level. 
Nearby there were remains of an interesting underground 
generating system. A number of the upper levels had once been 
damned to provide a reservoir for the turbines below. Rhosydd is 
quite vast and it took some time to come to terms with the size 
of the place when compared to Cumbrian equivalents. 

The main social event of the conference took place on the 
Saturday night. Having recovered from the day's exert ions we 
returned to Llechwedd and were taken down into the deep mine on 
the Company's man-rider. In one of the caverns in the deep 
workings we drank hat soup and llstened to a local folk group. 
It seemed a very fitting venue for such an event. Later we 
returned to the surface and enjoyed an enormous meal in a 
marquee c~n the lawn. As i f  that wasn't enouah. an 80 strona male 
v ~ i c e  choir of internatlonei acclaim came ta serenade US in 



traditional style. Quite magnificent. 

The Sunday lecture programme included such interesting and 
diverse subjects as gold mining (central Wales). lead mining 
(Clwyd), copper mining (Parys Mountain snd Bearhaven). and early 
mining exploits in the Fiddle and Far East. Meanwhile. those 
fond of the outdcors had an interesting selection of trips 
including the gold mines of Berth L l y d  and Cefn Coch. the 
Brittania Copper Mines on Snowdon, a trip to the nearby 
Cwt-y-Bugail slate mines near Manod and what turned out to be a 
magnificent trip to the bronze age mines on the Great Orme. 
Peter Fleminp will no doubt report on the last of these 
separately. 

A number of us headed for Cwt-y-Bugail, not because it is of 
great acclaim. but because. not far away across the hillside. 
are the Manod Mawr workings. We had already been given strict 
instructions that Manod was out of bounds!' It is stili being 
worked and the management aren't happy about people ~ 0 k i n g  their 
noses in. The underground system at Manod is vast and was used 
during the war to store national art treasures. One or two 
delegates did wander onto the site but were soon chased off. 

However. later the same evening, long after we had depsrted and 
the shadows of night were creeping up from the valley. two 
figures stealthily drove up the mine road to Manod. They parked 
their dormobile out of sight and climbed through the gate lnto 
the mlne complex. 'What happened then is not certain - no doubt 
we will hear in due course.. . .  

The weekend activities continued on the Monday with a further 
trip to Great Orme. and lead mines at Llanrwst and Bwlch-y Plwm. 
Most delegates started to wander home by late morning after a 
very enjoyable conference. The Welsh Mines Society must be 
congratulated on hosting the event. The organisation was slick 
and the venue magnificent. The Greaves Company who own the 
Llechwedd complex must also be thanked for their considerable 
contribution. I wonder whether Burlinqton Slate would do the 
same to?- us ! 

lithe CAT Welsh Weekend meet. 17th & lSth August: organised by Mark simpson!li 
: l  l i 
1 l II 
i /  
i J 

**through trips in the Nantlle Valley** 
;I 
' 1  **visit the Dorothea Engine House - one of the most complete 
j installations surviving*': 
!: 
I **3 rare opportunity to see the \:;lste underground chambers at Corris*' 

; I  "*camping at an attractive site near Ffestiniog (or B & B nearby)** 
*'telephone Mark (05212 11920) [or further details and for trausport details*' 

l l 

I Much time and effort has gone into arranging this mega-trip ... SUPPORT IT! ; 
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I hevs r ecen t ly  had t h e  oppor tuni ty  t o  look through t h e  reza in ing  
doc-aents  from the Low Wood Sunpcwder ;a?orks p r l c r  t o  t h e i r  t r z q s f e r  
t o  the Eer l tage  Centre i n  Ulvzrston. 
These doc 'pents  inc luded indentures  f o r  young nen about  to  ke 
aparent iced  2s coopers,  d e t a i l s  of the  rmge of m a t e r i a l s  2nd pr ices  
ava i l zb le  through the  company's agen t s  i n  Liverpool  2nd London and, 
perhaps the  most i n t e r e s t i n g ,  the  o r i g i n a l  d a i l y  cash records  
covering the yezrs  1 E67 t o  1870. 
The o r i g i n a l  cash book g ives  an i n s i g h t  i n t o  soFe of t he  events  
and castons of the time and I have ex t r ac t ed  a  few of the  e n t r i e s  below. 

Year 1 E67 

Jan. 1 l  t h  G i f t  t o  !;!esleyan Sunday School a t  Eackbarrow 1 -0-0 
Jan .2 l s t  Duke of Devonshire -6 months r e n t  f o r  

Roudsea T'agazine 0-5-6 
7ec. 16th 'resent t o  Thorns F e t t i f e r  - foreman a t  

E a v e r t h i a i t e  Tunnel (?cote- The Lakeside branch 
of tke " r ~ e s s  ?ailr:.ay was ader  cons t r u e  t i o n )  0-5-C, 

Jan. 8 t h  Chris topher  Pennineton f o r  r e p e i r i n g  shos3 
f o r  nen 1 -1 7-7 

Peb. 22n4 ,Tohn " e ~ i n g  f o r  shoeing horses 1- 3-0 
;r?il 21 s t  Themas F e t t i f e r  towards supFer f o r  cer! . - 

e n ~ l c y e d  a t  ?averthhraite ?ailrr'ay "unnel 
( s e e  sbove) 1 -1 (2-6 

!.cg.l5th Zichard ? i rby-  SuSecript ion t o  Eaverthwaito 
day school  f o r  yezr  1867-58. 1 C-0 -9 

C c t . 1 5 t h  ?hcmas Sni  tl? ( ~ u n i o r )  .L.nnual sabscr i r . t ion  
L ba I,:yles TITennsdyls ?OS ~ C L L T I ~ S  i -  i-3 

3ec. 10th John Eod,sson 10-1 0-C: 
John Atkinson 7- 7-0 
Jmes Coll inson 4- 4-0 
Y i l l i a n  S r i c k e l  A- 4-0 
Bc'knewledgsment f ron Direc tors  i n  cannect ion 
wi th  the r e c e n t  sed c a l a z i t y  a t  ou r  Corning House 
on 27/11 /68 
( See Newsle t te r  28 Dec.90- These people >:ere 

the  s u r v i v i n g  in ju red )  
Dec. 19th Paid i n  connect ion wi th  the internment  of the  f i v e  

poor men who l o s t  t h e i r  l i v e s  i n  t h e  sed  explosion 
a t  our No.1 Corning Zouse 02 the  27th of Fonember 25-15-6 

Year 1869 

TeS. 13 th  Thornas Atkinson ("endal) f o r  l e a t h e r  aprons 4- 3-5 
April  2nd Eichard 'Juttcn- For s e t t i n g  Joseph Rertram's  

shoulder  R dis2 lacenent  i n  th3 c o l l a r  bone 1 -  G O  



Apr i l  9 t h  Income Tax f o r  t h e  X r z c t o r s  o f  t h e  
Low !.;ood Co. f o r  1 y e a r  

A p r i l  1 4 t h  Poor  r a t e  and Land and Assessed Taxes 
J u l y  2 1 s t  Thomas E r i g g s  f o r  Boat Covers 
3ec. 1 6 t h  Thomas E r i g g s  f o r  Yagon Covers 

Peb. 1 9 t h  John  "Dbby f o r  r e p a i r i n g  t h e  road  a t  Roudsea 2- 3-9 
Feb. 1 7 t h  John Smith f o r  a t t endance  on mare 4- 3-6 
Aug. 1 5 t h  J. Hannay 3sq.  f o r  horse  c a l l e d  'Cap ta in '  20- 0-0 

T h ~ s e  a r e  j u s t  a few of t h e  many e n t r i e s  f o r  t h e s e  y e a r s  and g ive  a 
f a s c i n a t i n g  i n s i g h t  i n t o  t h e  customs, p r a c t i c e s  and t r a e d i e s  o f  
t he se  t imes .  

John  Iielrce 
l)l\Yl< l ~ , ~ l ~ l ~ l ~ l ~  lt (':II,~ 
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SHAFT DRIVE 
THE LEGEND OF S IS IS  BY A.T. 

A n  a ~ p a r e n t  need f o r  some fo rn  of mechanical winch f i r s t  presented i t s e l f  
:;hen we were ~ e i g h i n g  up t h e  336 l e v e l  d i g  (known by some a s  the  B30 day l e v e l )  
where we a n t i c i p a t e d  having t o  haul  t he  s p o i l  bogie up a  ramp t o  ga in  t i p p i n g  
height .  A s  i t  happened we processed t h i s  d i g  by another  method however t h e  urge 
f o r  some form of mechanical p r o j e c t  a i d  / t r a c t o r  u n i t  / fun  machine s t i l l  
remained, bu t  it xas not  u n t i l  we received t h e  kind o f f e r  of a  S i s i s  ( a  what ? )  
t h a t  t h i s  becme a  r e a l i t y .  

I n  i t s  manufactured form t h e  S i s i s  i s  some form of groundmans t r a c t o r ,  
designed we imagine t o  hau l  g ra s s  c u t t e r s ,  r o l l e r s ,  a e r a t o r s  e t c  over s p o r t s  
f i e l d s  and parks. It c o n s i s t s  of a  400 cc s i d e  valve engine d r iv ing  a  r eve r sab le  
s ing le  speed d i f f e r e n t i a l  gearbox v i a  a n  automatic  vee - b e l t  c lu tch ,  a l l  of 
which i s  bo l t ed  ta  a  massively heavy c a s t  i r o n  bedpla te  .... the  whole cont rapt ion  
weighing approx 280 kg (1/4 t o n ) .  This then runs on i t s  two dr iven  wheels and 

comes equipped with a  handlebar a  l a  c u l t i v a t o r  / lawn mower s t y l e  which i s  
adorned with t h r o t t l e ,  parking brzke, gear  a d  d i f f  lock cont ro ls .  

We picked t h i s  
t h i n g  up a s  a  non runner - - 
and quickly eddressed it 
with t h e  usua l  degree of 
optimism / hopeless ly  
stubborn pe r s i s t ance  
necessary on most of our 
p ro jec t s .  Su rp r i s ing ly  a  
s t r i p  down and a  new 
i g n i t i o n  capac i to r  was 
a l l  it needed t o  have t h e  
b e a s t  chugging away and 
leaving  wheel s p i n  marks 
a l l  over P e t e r ' s  lawn .... 
phase one complete. 

We next  designed 
and cons t ruc ted  z t i pp ing  
body t r a i l e r  t o  serve ,  we 
hoped, a  t s o  f o l d  func t ion  

The S i s i s  doing s e r v i c e  on the  t r a c k  ~ i E s t i ~  t h e  t r a i l e r  had t o  

t o  Logan Beck copper nine.  be capable of containing 
t h e  S i s i s  t r a c t o r  t o  a l l o : ~  
us t o  t r a n s p o r t  it by road 

t o  the  var ious  p r o j e c t  s i t e s ,  and secondly t h e  t r a i l e r  then  needed t o  be capable of 
being h i tched  t o  t h e  S i s i s  i n  order  t o  become a  v e h i c l e  by which we could t r a n s p o r t  
equipment a d  ma te r i a l s  Prom t h e  road t o  t h e  p r o j e c t  f i e l d  s i t e ,  Ye cont r ived  an 
a r t i c u l a t e d  h i t c h  po in t  on t h e  S i s i s  which accounts f o r  l a t e r a l  r o l l  and t u r n  y e t  
r e t a i n s  t h e  v e r t i c a l  r i g i d i t y  necessary t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  a  4 wheeled veh ic l e  f r o n  
two 2 wheeled p ieces  of junk sagging i n  t h e  middle, and t h e  t r a i l e r  drawbar i s  
quickly in terchangeable  f o r  S i s i s  and c a r  h i t ch ing .  Also, a s  engine breaking was 
found t o  be unpredic tab le  we equipped t h e  t r a i l e r  with f o o t  operated brakes t o  
reduce the  chances of " The runaway S i s i s  'l being l i s t e d  amongst t h e  catalogue of 
notorious mining d i s a s t e r s .  

Las t ly ,  t h e  S i s i s  was bedecked with t h a t  component which i n s p i r e d  t h e  whole 
p ro jec t ,  ...... t h e  winch. A worm and wheel were salvaged from a  machine and 
formed t h e  b a s i s  of a b o l l a r d  winch xhich ue f z b r i c a t e d  up and bo l t ed  t o  t h e  f o r e  
deck of t h e  S i s i s .  Driven by t h e  engine and equipped with r o l l e r  ba r s  i n  f r o n t ,  
the  winch w i l l  hopeful ly serve  f o r  any f u t u r e  s h a f t  hau l  jobs and a l s o  a s s i s t  i n  - 

the  e x t r a c t i o n  of t h e  veh ic l e  from any predicaments ..... l i k e  g e t t i n g  bogged 
down. 

So f a r  t h e  S i s i s  has been use fu l ly  employed i n  t h e  capaci ty of Logan crew 
bus, t r anspor t ing  d igge r s  and equipment, inc luding  Jones ' s  d iv ing  t a c k l e ,  from 
the  roadhead ac ross  t h e  f e l l  t o  the  mine,... . t h e  d r i v e  back being p s r t i c u l a r l y  
welcome a f t e r  a  hard days digging.  



( .  .... contd)  

b g a n  Beck. 

Photo ( taken  e a r l y  t h i s  y e a r )  shoxs 
how the  drainage gu l l ey  i s  nearing the  
p o r t a l ,  and by t h e  time you read t h i s  t h e  
lower l e v e l  w i l l  probably b s  dra ined  t o  t h e  
so le .  
Current S t a t u s  ; The add i t  p o r t a l  has been 
f u l l y  roofed over f o r  approx 20 f t  t o  
prevent f u r t h e r  i n f i l l  from t h e  overburden, 
and we may r e a l i s t i c a l l y  expect t o  be i n  a  
pos i t i on  t o  begin pumping t h i s  mine d ry  
during Ju ly  o r  August '91. Note; This pump 
d ry  w i l l  be a  one off  event s o  i f  you want 
t o  see Logants Bottom then g e t  i n  touch 
with an FMA d igge r  t o  keep current .  

Photo ; Logan Beck, note  
f i g u r e  s tanding  
under the  bridge,  
t h i s  gu l l ey  i s  
deep. 





"Ye Mappeu oppos i t e  t y p i f i e s  t h e  l a t e s t  South Cumbrian mine e x p l o r a t i o n  
s i t u a t i o n  where ( f o r  once ) Conis ton  appears  perhaps  n o t  t o  be t h e  main focus  
of a c t i v i t y .  

Down h e r e  i n  Ye thorough13 Redness ( ~ u r r e d n e s s  ) s e v e r a l  p r o j e c t s  have 
heen and gone, Xagpie and v a r i o u s  l f i i t r i g g s  pushes f o r  example .... r e p o r t s  of 
which x i 1 1  be pub l i shed  i n  due course .  Cur ren t  p r o j e c t s  i nc lude  B 3 6  l e v e l  (ad- 
j a c e n t  t o  B 3 0  s h a f t  head) ,  B3O winding eng ine  house and h g a n  Beck copper mine. 

~ 3 6  l e v e l .  
The o l d  a d d i t  t a i l  of t h i s  l e v e l  

is  c l e a r l y  de f i ned  and we a r e  a t t emp t ing  
t o  d i g  o u t  and t imbe r  a long  i t s  pro- 
j e c t e d  course  th rough  t h e  o v e r l y i n g  
s p o i l  t i p  i n  hope t h a t  we w i l l  i n t e r -  
c ep t  t h e  o r i g i n a l  t u n n e l  when we g e t  
back t o  bedrock. 
Cur ren t  S t a t u s  ; Zxcavated g u l l e y  
l e ad ing  t o  t u n n e l  which we a r e  excavat-  
i ng  us ing  fo re -po l ing  methods. Tunnel 
commenced Yay '91. Photo shows bog i e  
t r a c k  curving i n t o  g u l l e x  l ower  l e f t ,  
i i g u r e  i n  photo i s  s t a n d i n g  i n  o r i g i n a l  
a d d i t  t a i l .  Photo d a t e  March '91 . 

~ h o t o  ; a36 l e v e l  
d i g .  

B 3 0  3ngine House. 

S h e i l a  C-P-T k icked  t h i s  p r o j e c t  o f f  17/5/91 i n  o r d e r  t o  h e t t e r  expose 
t h e  d e t a i l  of t h e  eng ine  beds he r e .  She i s  c u r r e n t l y  c l e a r i n g  around and between 
t h e  two huge sands tone  p l i n t h s  which once suppor ted  t h e  engine,  and hopes t o  
f u l l y  c l e a r  away t h e  d e b r i s  i n  t h e  eng ine  room p a r t  o f  t h i s  bu i l d ing .  S h e i l a  
would welcome any i n fo rma t ion  r ega rd ing  t h e  make, s i z e ,  arrangement d e t a i l s  e t c  
o f  t h i s  engine.  

3 i ck ing  off  a  new Charac tor  i n  t h e  Saminy Stemple s e r i e s . . . . .  

N i l l y  iJinze s a y s  : Sex i s  much more fun t h an  s h a f t i n g .  





F o r t h c o r n i n c r  C A T  t r i w s  A .  D .  Cameron 

An interesting and varied selection of trips in a number of 
locations has been arranged by our rneets secretary for the 
second half c ~ f  this year. 

Assuming  his news-ietter comes out in time. we can strongly 
recommend the Welsh Weekend on Auausc 17th and 18th. This 
gathering is b s t e d  at 
Ingleton on 05242 41920. Mark pians for the Seturday to be a 
metal-mining day with visits to Nanttle Valley with a number of 
through trips planned including the Benallt Copper Mine. The 
famous Dorothea Engine House is not f a r  away in its spectacular 
location with much of the equipment still in place so that even 
those who don't bring their SRT gear will have an interesting 
day. 

If that wasn't enough the Sunday will blow your mind! More than 
20 miles of tunnels. vast measureless caverns and mega through 
trips can only mean one thing - Corris. Need I say more. 

Mark plans to base the weekend at Maentwrog where there is a 
delightful camp site in a most beautiful s~tting beside the 
river. For those who aren't travelling down on the Friday nighc. 
meet at Seddgelert car-cark at 1 0 : 3 0  on Saturday. But c~ntact 
Fark first for details of trsvel ./ car share etc. 

(:In Se~tember 29th we are back on home around at Coniston. The 
provlslonai plan ror thls meet, so we are ~nrormed. is to 
construct a staircase of stemples from Taylors Level up to the 
surface at Red Del!. This will allow several through trips to be 
undertaken such as from Flemings. down to Taylors and out 
without havln~ to prepare a prussik rope beforehand. And for 
those of us that aren't getting any younger. not having t~ 
!~l^Us~ik must be good news. For Society membei-s who have never 
seen the CXTST ((:AT Stenpl? Team) in cperatien. this is a must. 
P e t e r  Flemlng Is in charqe o r  operations and you shculd concacc 
him on Earrow 924103 for more detalls. 

There is going to be snothel- Mark Simpson ciasslc at Greenside 
Lead Mine in Patterdale on October 5th. Mark plans to lead the 
party down the ladder-way rrom Glencoyndale Level to the Lucy 
Tongue Level. This tri? will differ slightly from previous trips 
in that. in Mark's own words. "we aren't going ro bash straight 
down to Lucy T~ngue. but 3xplor-e some of the llttle known ground 
en route including the Low Horse Level." 

Mark plans to protect fully the bottcm of the ladder-way so that 
there should be no problem for those without SRT gear to reach 
Lucy Tongue Level. This is an extremely interesting area and 
there is much to see. As the trip is part exploratory. there 
should be a good tarn-o1.1t SQ brins cameras. but - leave the 
mother-ln-law at hone. The rendezvous is at the mine ltseli 
nhere t h e r e  is space to park cars. 

Lonistcn will be the venue acrsin for the t r l n  on I\Jovember 17th. 
I L  1s planned t~ do nore constructl~n work In Taylors Level. 
thls tlme to bridge acrcrcs the two collapses between the level 



mouth 2nd the point of descent from Red Dell. Ian Matheson will 
be leadina this meet and there is a possibility that a aroup may 
be able to gain access to Taylors Level beyond the Triddle Shaft 
to view the famous Blue Cascade. 

November 30th is the AGM and annual CAT thrash at the Yowdale 
Hotel in Coniston. On the followina day we wlll be holdlna the 
last of the series of photogra~hic-meets and this one is pianned 
for the Coniston Mine. Tke venue will probable be in the Red 
Dell s5ction and several locations have been identified as 
worthy or attention including the New Engine Shaft stopes and 
the Deep Level Extension area towards the Great Cross Course. 
The trip is SRT but not necessarily very hard (we won't be 
feeling up to too much after the night before). It will be a 
pleasant way to finish off the annual dinner weekend and those 
who are members of the BMSC can stay at the cottage at the 
mines. Yours truly is leading this and you can contact me at 
home on 0386 750494. 

This is not the full extent of the planned trips by any means. 
so check the official meets list as well. It would be nice to 
put a face to some af those unfamiliar names on the Membership 
Secretary's list. So if you are an infrequent attender. then 
~nske a big effort this Autumn. 

Finally. the Boxina 1)av Meet is always popular and x n n y  Society 
members find it an essential element in an otherwise 
uniulfillinp Christmas of orgying. The tneme is always a aooa 
d i g  and crovel somewhere on the Conistan Fells. This year there 
will he s number of projects including work in Red Dell. 
Mandell's Slate Cabin and no aoubt a return to the scene or last 
year's exploits at Middle Level entrance tc try and remove the 
~ C I I J  Icier . 

GREFlT ClRME EXPLCIRAT l ON SOC l E T Y  

This S o c ~ e t u  N a s  f o r m e d  t n  1985 a n d  h a s  a p p r o x ~ m a t e l v  s e v e n t y  m e m b e r s ,  U u r l n g  ~ t s  s h o r t  l t i e  ~ t  
h a s  m o d e  s o m e  r e m a r k a b l e  d ~ s c o v e r l e s  a n d  n o u  ~ n  c o n r u n c t  t o n  u l t h  G r e a t  O r m e  M l n e s  L t d ,  , u h o s e  d ~ r e c t o r s  
o r e  a l  l m e m b e r s ,  h a s  o p e n e d  a  s h o u  m l n e ,  t n f o r m a t  I o n  c e n t r e  a n d  c a f e ,  

T h e  S o c l  e t r  h a s  d ~  s c o v e r e d  e x t e n s i v e  u n d e r g r o u n d  b r o n z e  a g e  c o p p e r  u o r k l  n q s  o u t h e n t  I c a t e d  b r  
c a r b o n  d a t l n q  t o  a t  l e a s t  1 8 0 0  B C .  T h e l r  r e s e a r c h  a n d  e x c a v o t l o n s  a r e  s t l  l l p r o c e e d l n q .  

I  v ~ s ~ t e d  t h e s e  u o r k ~ n q s  o n  t h e  r e c e n t  NFlUHO C o n f e r e n c e  u e e k e n d  a n d  u a s  s h o u n  I n t o  o r e a s  n o t  
a c c e s s i b l e  t o  t h e  p u b l t c ,  u h e r e  s t o n e  h a m m e r s  a n d  b o n e  t o o l s  s t ~  l l l a y  u h e r e  t h e y  u e r e  l e f t  o v e r  3 5 0 0  
r e a r s  o q o ,  

G r e a t  O r m e s  H e a d  h a s  o t h e r  m l n ~ n q  S I  t e s  d o t ~ n q  m o l n l r  f r o m  t h e  1 8 t h  a n d  1 9 t h  c e n t u r t e s  U h o t  I  
s o u  o n  t h ~ s  s h o r r  v l s l t  s p u r r e d  me I n t o  a  d ~ s c u s s ~ o n  u l t h  t u o  o f  t h e  d ~ r e c t o r s ,  E d r ~ c  R o b e r t s  a n d  h n d r  
L e u l s ,  T h e  o u t c o m e  u a s  t o  h a v e  e x c h a n g e  m e e t s  b e t w e e n  o u r  t u o  S o c l e t ~ e s ,  S o m e  o f  t h e ~ r  m e m b e r s  a r e  
k e e n  t o v t s l t  o u r  r e l a t l v e l v  m o d e r n C o n ~ s t o n C o p p e r m ~ n e s ,  T h e d a t e  f o r  t h e l r  v l s l t  h a s b e e n f l x e d  f o r  
O c t o b e r  2 6 1 2 7 t h  a n d  t h e y  m a r  b e  s t a r ~ n q  a t  t h e  BMSC C o t t a q e  [ h e r  a r e  u s e d  t o  S .  R .  T .  h a v ~ n q  m o d e  
s o m e  o f  t h e l r  d ~ s c o v e r ~ e s  b r  a b s e t  l l n q  d o u n  d e e p  s h a f t s .  

O u r  - e t u r n  V I S I  t  t o  t h e  G r e o t  O r m e  h o s e d  a t  L l o n d u d n o ,  U I  l l b e  a r r a n g e d  f o r  t h e  S p r ~ n q  o f  1992, 
u h e n  Y O U  U I I I  h a v e  t h e  c h a n c e  t o  s t e p  b a c k  I n  t i m e  t o  p r e - h i s t o r t c  m i n l n g .  

F o r  f u r t h e r  l n f o r m o t ~ o n  r e a d  " E o r i r  m l n l n q  l n  t h e  B r ~ t l s h  ! s l e s 0 ,  u h l c h  I S  l n  t h e  CAT L t b r a r r  



T A Y J , ( ? H S  I,EVEJ,. 
NOVEHNER 1 r' 1991. 
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i n i : e ~  ~51. j 1 1  I Ire ! C ~ I I I ~  S :  I : i - t l , ! ) i l  1113 11e .711(l I>e6"1) 3 i j l - i ~ e l  opmenl;  b i h i c h  w a s  t o  
t-e!n;li 1.1 I:, of i f . .a l~le f o l  ! Ire 116x1, 50  ~ E B I  C 01- :C?. H ~ : J  SIJS.';:EG:S~?S I I I  l :he 
o r g a ~ ~ i s ~ ~ t i o ~ ~  c21 !i~itles 31. l & I  61 i l . l , ; j i  11 , . . J I = I - ~  I I I ~ I  keel L,-: {,lie ~ I ~ I I I ~ I ; < ,  C I ~  

inpar ' t an i ;  i l i f  I i r c l . ~ . l ~ ~ : : t . ~ ~ r s . z  a f t  + I -  11i l!!, >lid !ay101 S L = v * ~ s ,  T a y l o r s  Slaf t s ,  
. i n d  ' ?>? l  ox T 111:lj rles are l n ~ i ~ i d  : ~ ~ I I E S  i :i C o ~ n w a l l ,  i+'al.es, a i ~ d  ~ ' O I  k s h i r - e .  

I n  k e e p i n g  kr1t.h t h i s  t r a d i  Liori tlirt r ~:CIS a I ' a v l o i - s  1.evel.  a l. c ' o ~ ~ i s f r o n ,  
w h i c h  w a s  c ~ ~ l u u i r ~ c e d  i l l  J a ~ ~ u a l  v 1:!24 J I o111 j l i  ~ + r i t ~ - n ~ , c e  i.11 Re,? D c l l  E e c k .  
Tn D e c e i n b e r  3.325 i f ,  c u l ;  t l i e  Ea1iso1- \sill a t  G!; i a I . l i u ~ u ~ ,  Y I ~ I ~  WEIS t h a n  
l i r i v e ~ t  a s  l n r  t.11~: New E r l g i n e  S J ~ i i f  1;. w l ~ ~ ~ - e  i t  s p l i t ;  i l l to  t w o .  I h e  
W e s t e r n  b r a n c h  w e l i t  on t o  i n t e r s e c t  1 1 - i d d l e  S h a f t ,  w h e r e  i t  is now 
b l o c k e d ,  b u t  i t ' s  c o n t i i i u s t i o ~ i  ~ : d n  b e  .I-eaclleil  wiLl i  c 1 i i f i c u l l . y  t l - O I X  

T r i d d l e  S h a f t , ,  aitd c o n t a i i l s  t . l i e  . ; ~ > e c t a i : u l a r  b l u e  casca~ie f e a t , u l - c d  on t h ?  
cover o f  CAT J o u r n a l  110 1. Tile e a s t e r n  b1-anch l i a s  n o t  yet; b e e n  f u l l y  
e x p l o r e d  bv CATKHS. Lollg ter Lhc C o p p e r  Isiine hai l  c l o s e d ,  J o l - ~ n  W i l  l y  
Shaw wol-lied sons  s1al.e i n  a c l o s e h e s d  s cbol-1; d i s . L ~ i ~ l ~ : e  i ~ i  f l  om t h e  Red 
D e l l .  sciit. 

U n l i k e  most, o f  tlle naic1- l e v e l s  n-t C u i ~ i s t u i r ?  'Cay101-S L e v e l  does l i n t  r u n  
~ t ~ ~ i ; > , l ~ t ,  IN+; t w i ~ l s  slid ~ U I  11s ~ ' r l ~ l i x  i 1.s 1 ~ l i ~ l h .  I t  is 21C7 f e e t  t ! e l o w  
F l e l n i l l y s  L e v e l  a r i d  90 P$ei, i rbo- ,a  I)t:ep I . s , ~ e l . ,  jrld ~ c o l i n e c t i o t ~ s  cdn b e  i!ude 

- . .  
wit11  b o t h  o f  l . l i654 .  '[he 61-13.L w5.s du;<, cjpeli iy ( , . A . i  o n  P o x j r l g  clay- 1?:'::3 and 
is s t i l l opeu. Twc~ t,] ockiigec v r e r  ? -.cj.e:~~ oti a~bd s a l  e,s.uartled b y  the 
i n s e r t i o l - I  cbf 4 0  ~ a 1 . l . c ~ - I  ~ ~ I - I J I I I S  , r i l . l . ~  i . 3 ~  and:-, 1e111o\;e1-i. Ful-t,1-1+1- i l l  a 
t o l l , s p s c d  f l o c ~  ?,a-/* irccs:;.s l o Deep Leyel a~iil I~ICII-e d i s c o v ~ ? ~  .I e s .  l'lle 

~ ~ I O ~ . I ~ S I . ~ ~ I I  cj11 I > I I ~  ( - c > i , e i  12f .l C I ~ I I .  1.1;xl !II.I L?: . i s  of \;ire i , ~  :G.+ :*I.! 1 , 1 1 1 . ~  

~ : . u l l c 2 p s ~ ,  A, i t + \ +  :eel- be.;t:j~t$ l . l l . ~  3 -! 5 , l  I I I \ I  11e1 t.:i~i l .:pse ~1.1i1::h !~;js I I ~ V ~ I -  
t,ec!l i 1 -  .,...ce.-! . 

1 he ).:,l s e c :  \ . i  c111 bf l :i :J 101 S J.e,~e i ,::A I ,  l:,? I ee,c!~ecl f 1 U I ~ I  11-j.dd l e  S1131 t , 
T?-nm F 1  G I I : ~  113,s l~?,:el , 01 IUUI G r a s j . 1  v l 1 I t i l n  I..11e t!i?e11 s.I.ope:s J 1 1  Red 1:k j . l .  
I t  i s  t ,houghl;  t l ~ a t .  \ .he g ; ~ p  bet.w.;eel~ I . l i i s  p3r .L a1 (.tit. l e v e l  arltl t . h a t  
p r e v i o ~ ~ s l v  d e ~ ~ t . i b e d  is less t ha11 5i') f cet, w i d e ,  ki~l1.. +,lie ~1,0pi.  C I I I - V C - S  3 %  

t h i s  p o i n t ,  a n 3  01,s c a n ~ i a t .  sre AC:I oss i l.. Ye i ~ ~ p t +  t.0 sett12 t h e  !~lal;ter 

a t  t h e  CATXHS 1iee1.  c111 I l o v e n l b e r  1 7  I.li, by p1i ic . i   is p s i . t . i e s  1311 tsot l l  s i d e s  (:,l 
t . b e  gap .  I t .  s l - ~ o u l t l  be p c s s j . b l ~  lo  I:!I idge il, \ v j  1.11 a r o p e  I ; ~ a v e ~ - z e ,  itlid 
t h e n  t o  b c ~ i l d  a i . :< i twalk  of a i , e ~ n p l e s ,  t , l ius  i u a k i n y  l a y J  01-5 L e v e l  
c o n t i n u o u s .  A t h i r d  p a r  t v  ri~i gi l l .  b u i  l t l  a i i o t h e r -  c l~ort  catwalk  a c r o s s  tlie 
rape +I-&verse i l l  i:t~e o u t e r  sectioli  i n  cll.dr-1- t o  ease p108ress, ilrld stiule 
w o r k  is I - e q u i r e i l  l;o c l r a r  d e b i i s  wllj.r;tr 1.16s b1oc.l:er.l !,lie o i l  ~ I I - I J I ~ I  i i i  the 
d a y  l e v e l .  

T h i s  i s  a l l  i n t e r e s t l  11.5 slid viol ll11~11i le p r o , i e i : l .  r./lsich c . r i  l1 1 - e s i . . o ~ - e  t h e  
c o n t i  I J ~ J  j G T  o u e  af l. he ix2j  01- 1 e v e l . s  a l. Col i l  S tor1 i : o p l ~ e ~ i i ~ j  l t e ,  a n d  tihi c h  
will a l s o  111.3ke i L p c ~ s s i  131 E t,n c31 I y I:!IJ L i 2 \ ~ ~ - " u y , l ~  [ . . I - . i  ps i 1-GIU 1.1 i d d l  e ;;11hl l: 
or F l e l n i  lies L e v e l  Lo T i ~ y l r ? ~  c, ii.vel . . I I I ~  w a j  k C ~ I I ! .  I:u t i t i ) ~ .  I L  i s  l~o l : !e~ i  I.llnL 
t h e r e  w i l l  1.e r l  yr.!c~i; i .~ r , - l l i .~u  l, ( J I I  110~i.ir1LLe1 L'?, SIJ I,IILII. (vie IICIVE s ~ 1 i . t  i;-ie!~;, 
p e n p i e  Lo k s i  j u r r  l I . s l ~ e o u s i  j a l .  I11e . . , = I  i L J \ . I ~  i . i l ~ k : i .  



The s!mf t \:as sunk abou l-. l?,!59 ! o 171-ovide bot;h p l ~ ~ c p i ~ i s  aiid wi .  ~ i b i  ng below t h e  Lteep 
L ~ ~ a l .  The head g e a r  js 310 faet ; ~ t o l ~ *  Deep I . .e-~&l . a t  the  I.np o r  3 1 1  2 ,:root. squara  
r o c k  shaf!  w i  tfr n w o o d ~ ~ i  pal-i,i l..j.r?r~. 01,e si  (le \2;15 101 : . i  111lj 11s) { . h e  otf ier  
c a r r i e s  l:hr l a d d e r s  a ~ l d  t .L+ pulup L-rjds. F ' o \ ~ e l  \.;as provi:rled b v  3 100 FP water wheel 
of 4 5  f e e t  d . ia luete~- ,  ancl {,he l e a t ,  t h e  ~ f 1 e ~ 1  pi 1, a r ~ d  llie s t o n e  p i l l a r s  whjch 
c a n - l  ed  t h e  l aunder  a r e  s t , i l  l i l i t a c  t*. T l ~ e  head of t h e ,  sllaf l; is u l i d e r ~ r o u l ~ d ,  nlld . the 
o r i g i i ~ a l  lS5O I~eadgear- a ~ i d  wirlding wlreel a r e  si;ill i l l  p l a c e ,  a s  a r e  some 200 feet  
of t h e  6 inch  squiire t imber  pump I-ods w l i i c l i  no7.c hang i n  t l ie  s h a f t ,  suspeilded 11-om a 
ca tchwing some 40 f e e t  below tlle bob p l s t .  

A m j o r  s u p p o r t i l ~ s  beam solue 10 i nc l i e s  s q u a r e  slid t e n  l e e t  l c n g  h a s  dropped o u t  
f rom tl ie  head S e a r ,  so t h a t  t h e  s e l J e r i  f ooi, d i s ~ r i e i e r  s l~e i lve  w i ~ ~ d i n y  wliecl had 
p a r t i a l l y  c o l l a p s e d  t o  lea11 a q n i ~ l s t  t l ie  s i d e  01 t1.1e sl laf  t .  Ihe  f i r s t  j o b  wss t o  f i x  
r o p e s  t o  y a i n  snfe a c c e s s  t o  t h e  wheel, below ~ h i c l l  is a 310 f o o t  drop down t u  
Deep Leve l .  When we e:camiiied. t h e  stl-ucitul-e, t h e  r e n i i n i  [IS tirnbel-s we]-e found t o  be 
c o n p l e t e  a ~ l d  i n  r e a s o n a b l e  ccnc l j . t i o~ l ,  and t.he o ~ - i , ~ , i l l a l  i r o n  pilis d r i v e n  i n t o  the 
r o c k ,  which were used t o  b o i s t  t l ie  wheel i l l t o  pcrsi . t ion,  wei-e s t i l l  i n  plce. E.;fn~-e 
d i s t u r b i n g  sliyt.hing t h e  vrheel wss s e c u r e d  t.o tlisse p i n s  \ . i i  t-h steel r o p e  t o  lnake i t  
s a f e .  The nex t  s tage  was t o  o b t a i ~ ~  a repl .acement 101- t,he nrissiny s u p p o r t ,  which had 
been some 10" sqlJal e bv 113" lt-m:,. '1'1,js ws 111hde IJP Oy liil~li~lal,iriei; 1.h1-EE: 10 X 3 
t i m b e r s  wl~ ich  wcl-e 51-~ppliecl by t.hc ' Fui~lress  Ady~entur-er  s '  , Ai~~l;o~l C-P-lflom3s and  Paul  
Til leviel i .  Tlle wiles1 was !:,lie11 willcllej u p l - ~ g , ? ~ ; .  slid ilre lied r . i~ i~bei -c  l o c a t e d  i n  t.he ol i l  
rock d- ! ~ j c . h e = .  'dhi 1st. l h i s  !.!,:S I ? e j . i l ~  dtjlle (]lie ol' : : !>G h.;al-el-s r s l -  -[lie wheel <,a-,re 
out, ~ 1 5 r . l n i  r15: C J  . i ~ k i 1 1 ~  S~;I . I J IK~:S,  i t31  j l: 1 1 i s i j  bee11 1 cc~I.et:l tje115at.11 ' d .  S I ~ U ~  l i i ~  j p 1 I C,U 1 , 1 1 ~  
1-30?, 31id 1~:?1~:1 1 I.ed do1~11 \.U 5 \. I I ~ I  d 01 j t S t r  I $,ilj&l i+,j I L ~ I .  k 1 i i i : . )~ v i s i  i. ~ 5 5  IL*~~E 
t o  sl1pp01 t i - h i z  teh~il  bl-. j I I S O ? I  l . j  I ) , +  .? PI~CJIJ  i ' l ~ ~ l l ~  ir !.=I ge r;.I.elul.,l e i, I ~ W  fee? i~ei~eai.!i 
i t .  Y I I ~  $:.F:.15&1 .'5l.i(211 cl i-ije l l ~ ~ i j , g ~ z ~ l  js I:C!W ~ ~ : g l ~ ~ p ~ s l , ~ ,  2,1i:[ h,2 w i l l  111Spe<. L. j :; 5<?3j.!, 

i l i  U f e w  :.:~k);.5 \ihtill l h a s  sal.t , l=d, blid i f  .l 1s tie1 1 .:F: ~1i.ill I.Lsn I e!nove i.l:s 
work in^ I-opc-S, 1e . iv ing  a s i n g i e  nj J e si.rol-: t i x i l i g  l;he wliet.1. to 1.!.1e ~ . o o t  (1s a so.ie{:l; 
p1-eca u t i c n .  A notice, vliiclr wzs k i n d l y  s u p p l  i e d  hy Cl i v e  Barrow, w a s  f i x e d  1.0 tlje 
wall  o u t  of '1-eac?r of t h e  pub1 i c ,  and r e a d s  " I L i s  13th C wil~cliny ;$Lee]. ,+as I est-orad 
by CAT M i ~ l i ~ i ~  H i s t a r y  S0ci.et.y. F l e a s o  d o  ilclt t h row ~ l l y l h i ~ l ~  i l i t 0  t h e  s l ~ a i t . "  

About 200 Seet of woodell Vj.ctol-iaii pu~up t .ud6 I - E I M ~ I I  i n  the s h a f t .  They ars inade 
from p i t c h  p i n e  which w.-rs  e s p e c i a l l y  i ~ n p o r t c d  11-oln Cjnilda, Ye e s t i m a t e  tl- em t o  
weigh abuuL t h r e e  tons, alld they are s u p p o r t e d  by a  ca tchwing  i l l  t h e  Bonser Eas t  
cr.osscut.. T h i s  is a l s o  d e t e i - i n r a t i n g ,  and i n  I;he c o u r s e  of l;iule tlie r o d s  w i l l  
p lunge  dow11 t h e  s h a f t  t o  t,beil- ~ E S ~ . ~ L I C L ~ U ~ I .  Ve p r o p ~ s r  t o  ht.tnch t h e n  t o  t h e  rock  
a t  1 n t e l . v a l s  dowli {.he s h a l l ;  u s i n g  g a l v a n i s e d  w i r e  r o p e  a i ~ d  1 O 1 1 u r  rock  b o l t s .  How 
t h a t  t l ie  s t r u c t u r e  above is sais t h i s  work c j u  coinrnence, slid i 1, is 1ii)l~ed t h n t  i t  
w i l l  be completed i n  t h e  Autunln. Ailvo~ie who l i a ~  r101; y e t  1~ee1-1 i l i ~ ~ l ~ ~ d  bu t  ~tcluld 
like t o  par t i c i p a t e  s l i c l u l t l  c o ~ l l  sc;t: In11 I . ~ a t ! ~ e a c ~ l ~ .  I l i e ~  e is L o  11.; a C:rlri.ih'S llieet, ct11 
J a n u a r -  y 25 t.li i ri t.1.1e E ~ I ~ S O I  S t o p e s ,  "lid l i ~ a r  e \.rill i je a11 r -~; ;~o~- l ;u~~j .+ .y  .\ . $hen I;o du tllo 
:310' al lsei  l i i c w ~  t h e  0l.d E n q i ~ i e  Sha f . i ;  s l ~ d  t.u see wliht l ~ a s  t ~ e e n  *,c@*"d. 

,. ,; *; $.%.K; ;' 

. - a*pt, ..v- 

t A I )  I ~ s ~ . ~ I ~ s u I I .  



MEETS 
C R S R O C G  END N I N E .  

Carrock Fnrl. .is hl i  o l d  Cr>PpQI. ~ n j  I I ~  s i t ~ l i t t . e d  b t ~ i  d e  Lhe I i>dd wl~ic;i passec 
beneath t h e  s t e e p  ebsLe,-n lace oi (.:b~l.ocir F e l l .  i i  is t l l o ~ y l i t  thai. i t  was 
discovel-cd l>\; \:.lie E l i z a b e t b a ~ l s  a ~ ~ d  vcrrked pr io l  I.o 1692, when iL wa6 known 
5s E u t c h l n i ~ ~ ~  Ploss. I i; r:as lnsL  \.rorl;e.l i ti 1;>!39, alld i-orrsisled of four  c r o s s  
c u t  l e v e l s ,  a s h a f t ,  and b h u s h ,  l11e s h a l t  :$a6 :?3 ~ & ~ . L O I L I S  i l i e p ,  alld, 
accol-din2 t o  W T Shdw, ~ a t s l -  w h s  bl-r3l~f,l1f t i o ~ n  &I-rock E r c k  f o r  working 
p ~ ~ m p i  rig and wind i r18 ~u,~cl:li nel y. A f  te l .  d l - i r ~ i  J I ~  Llre w j  n d i  116 and c l -ush ing  wl:~eel 
t h e  w a t . e ~  cl-osseti  t h e  l l u i  I I  I ond and \.,irs use11 ;.U p1 ope l  Lhe puliip wheel , Foils 
from t h i s  came back I J ~ J ~ E I .  I.lie l o a d  A I I I A  ,ILK 055 (0 llrk s l ~ i z l l , .  

Af te r  a week of bad weather w e  were r ' o~ . t , i~na te  t o  l i h v e  a p l e a s a n t  even ing  
f o r  t h i s  v i s i  L.  There was a iqide c l e a r  sky wii.11 sp le i ld id  v i e w s  over  t h e  
Solway, and a  l.ow s u n  threw t h e  s u r f a c e  workings i l l t o  r e l i e f .  Roisy s h e e p  
were a l l  a round,  and t<h&re were l apwinys ,  cul-leris ,  and midges! Tliese 
: f % w f . i % a t i v e  meets  b e n e f i t  by t h e  c o l l e c t e d  w i s d o ~ ~ l  of t l iose  p r e s e n t ,  and 
i t  G~-'$i?pi%y t h a t  s o  few a t t e n d e d .  They &re :Slieila R a r k e r ,  Gave El-idge, 
I.lark .Si.~upson, slid Ial-I JIathesoll. A1 i c t a i r  L ings  w a s  there t o o ,  pursui l ig  a 
paral'fgl ,  p r o j e c t  of h i s  own - something t o  do wi th  l o o k i n g  f o r  copper  wire 
o r  sl&$j i n  t h e  l i ea rby  Ercraze Ase c i t e s !  

T ,  
. . 

. ., 

Ve were Abbe t o  t r a c e  {;he l e n t  t a k e n  11-om s'i.1-ea~u e a s t  of t h e  I-oiid, slid 
~ ,:. 

f o l l o w  i t'"$,s . . t h e  s i te  of t h e  pulapi1-18 wheel,  whicll i n u s t  have been a free 
st,arlrlint; s t r l c t u i e  l e d  by a *n.ooden l a u n d e r .  A lreiicli 1-1-ks Li~e c c u r s e  o i  
l;be pump rod's' 1-uniiing d i r e c l l y  1-owarrls L ) J ~  luiar ,  l reepi l~g t . t ~ e n  low and 
c l e a r l y  p a s s j  liy 1lude1- t.lie I-osd.  Having Xoll.owed L l l i s  t,o the wo~.k l  n 6 s  w e  
speci116te(4 or1 ' !;lie exac l l o c a t i o r ~  of t h e  fhsi l: aild tlie a l - 1 - a ~ ~ y e i t e ~ l t  of  t h e  
c r u ~ h i r i g  viilidili?, wheel a l ~ d  I~loci~i  lie]-y. I Le!+ arc- I-he I ejnaj.rlt; of two 
bu i lGings ,  f he  feed r a c e  il-on !.Le ~ i a 1 . 0 ~  l+ill.., 5 1 1 ( ?  8 1-i~ck wi l . . I~  h 111ile i n  l h c  
inicldBe t~11i c.11. c.een~s C.[, ) l h v . 4  b e e n  l.11e i ~ k s e  ol. rr 11urce ~ 1 1 i a 1 .  [ h e r e  a r e  seve l  a 1  
heap~s  ol [:l usher1 I-ock,  ~ ~ r d  '3  7 i SIS (:C bblec? i l r - ~ s s i  lrg t l oat-. 6a l  ow I .11 i  e thar-e 
j S a n  - AI-s j  $1-1e1.e ~ b s 1 3 1  (1 Lei \1 li0\,111 I I ~ ,  51-OWS, ~ i ~ t i  %C- JIIIJSE,.~ !,]in i copper I ~ I - I S ~ .  12s 
even lilul.E! psi S O I I L I ~ I S  t.0 p1 h l l  1,s I . l , . i : ~  I c j d .  

t7ex.t v;.: fo l lowed tlie I ) u s l ~ ,  wllich i l l  - t u r n  l o l l c w s  {.,lie CGIJ I  se or' v a i ~ ~ ,  
a n d  I.ook*d at ,  t,he i1ec7ri. I1 1.tl.e e h ] - t h  Ja1o aL i L s  o r i g i n .  i i iyhel  s t j . 11  is 
a n o t l ~ e r .  s111ai1 daln w i t h  3 deep  1.1-ench r u n l i i l ~ ~  i l - o ~ n  i t ,  l'ljis seems l o  be 
a n o t h e r  husL which pel-].laps p r e d a t e s  tlie ot11e1-. Tl~e s i z e  oi t h e  I;l-eilch is 
q u i t e  d i sp l -opor -k io l~a te  t o  t h e  alnruount. o i  water h e l d ,  a ~ i d  i t  must hhve t aken  
hundreds  of 1 - e l e a s e s  and y e a r s  of eudeavour Lo e z c s v s t e .  Or~e can imagine  
men h u ~  r  yiirg up t o  wo1.k on t h e  hush at t e l -  each  h5svy I - a i n f a l l ,  l e sL  (.lie 
water xniyht l e a k  away wi thout  b e i u a  p u t  to work. 

F i n a l l y  ye  examined t h e  foul- l e v e l s .  Two are run  i n ,  a11d two open.  These  
were e ~ i t e r e d  by Hiirk alid Dave .  Hulnber three  cor~l-ai l ied d e e p  watel- wl~ic l l  kep t  
Ilark near  t h e  e n t ~ - a u c ~ ,  .but Dave p r e s s e d  b r a v e l y  ai.1 i n t o  neck d e e p  water I;o 
r epor- t  t h a t  i.t.:iii&~lI. abq t:b"c y a r d s  I;o [.lie v + i n ,  w l l e t  e I,l~e i;iid,e~.s 11a1:l ... M:." 
c o l l a p s e d .  By l,)ir Lilnr; .  - l e L ~ ~ i - i l e d  1.0 I.l:le r :e is  i t  w b s  hiker  le l~  o ' c l o c k ,  
strci so, 311 of IJS hb\.,i 113 E C J I U ~  [i .ist. . j~rce I.G i i ~  ive! w l i i ~ t  U U I -  separ  ai.e w a y s ,  

seal -ee i  11s t h a t  i l. 1~ad  l>et~r ;i ~ u u s ( .  p1 e s s n ~ l i .  ,i:~d I 11 t e i  es1i.i I I ~  i i e l l j  ng. 





Safeguards delay Scots gold mine 
A LOCAL authority's insis- 
tence on stringent environ- 
mental safeguards is holding 
up plans for Scotland's first 
mass-production gold mine. 

Stirling District Council has 
told Fynegold Explorat ion 
that  it accepts in principle its 
plans for the  mine at  Tyn- 
drum, north of Loch Lomond. 

"But we a r e  withholding 
official approval  until  our  
concerns are  met." a senior 
official explained. 

T h e  c o u n c i l ' s  p l a n n i n g  

By Robert Reid, Scol 
committee is  seeking a bond 
from the  mining company to 
cover accidental damage and 
rehabilitation of t h e  site when 
the  mine runs out. 

Among councillors' main 
c o n c e r n s  a r e  t h e  v i s u a l  
impact of the  proposed devel- 
opment and the  safety of the  
taf!ings dam. 

T h e s e  a r e  i s s u e s  u p o n  
which we must  be completely 
satisfied before the  council 
grants permission for work to 
begin on the site," said Cllr 

ttish Correspondent 
Tommy Brookes, Stirling's 
planning chairman. 

Further detailed investiga- 
tions involving council plan- 
n i n g  of f ice rs  a n d  m i n i n g  
experts a re  underway. 

T h e y  will a l so  e x a m i n e  
noise control and dust pollu- 
tion and the  concentration of 
chemicals in the tailings - 
the  refuse part of cry shed ore. 

The council's t a c ~ t  approval 
of the scheme, which would 
create 100 jobs, was decided 
after a public meeting earlier 

this  year produced no major 
local opposition. 

The  Countryside Commis- 
sion is the only body so far to 
have raised formal objection. 

Fynegold is a subsidiary of 
Dublin-based Ennex Interna- 
tional, which has been "pro- 
specting" a t  various sites in 
Scotland. The  company esti- 
m a t e s  t h a t  u p  t o  35,000 
ounces of gold a year could be 
extracted from the  Tyndrum 
site over the mine's projected 
seven-year life. 






