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A s  E d i t o r  o f  t h i s  n e w s l e t t e r  f o r  t h e  l a s t  f e w  y e a r s ,  I w o u l d  l i k e  
t o  t h a n k  a l l  t h o s e  p e o p l e  w h o  h a v e  c o n t r i b u t e d .  
T h a n k s  a l s o  t o  I d a r g a r e t  a n d  P e t e r  F l e m i n g  f o r  t h e i r  t i m e  a n d  
p a t i e n c e  w h e n  i t  came t o  p r i n t i n g  t h e  n e w s l e t t e r .  
ANNE DANSON 

HONORARY P R E S I D E N T  
THE SOCIETY wOUL,D L I K E  TO lIELCO>IE LORD EGREMONT AS UONORARY 
PRESIDENT 

NEW MEMBERS 
\ w a r m  w e l c o m e  t o  n e w  m e m b e r s :  

P a t  G u n s o n  f r o m  D e n t  
'!r. 9. 3 a m s d e n  f r o m  C o c k e r m o u t h  
T r e v o r  a n d  C e c i l i a  T u c k e r  f r o m  D a l t o n  

-7  

'!r. 8 J .  . e n r i c k  f r o m  C a r r o w .  



LANCASTER UNIVERSITY 
CENTRE FOR NORTH-WEST REGIONAL STUDIES 

FYLDE COLLEGE 

Saturday 1 February 1992 

TRANSPORT HISTORY IN THE NORTH WEST IN 

Chairman: Dr J D Marshall 

Dr Paul Hindle (University of Salford) Mr Gordon Biddle 
Turnpikes and Tourists in late 18th century Cumbria Canals in the North West 

Professor Roger Fawthrop Dr John Marshall 
Railways in North Lancashire & Furness: The General Social & Economic Effect of the Coming of the 
The Little North Western Railway Railways in the Region 

Venue: Fylde Senior Common Room ('B' Floor - Room 818) Map available on request 

Parking Freely available on 3rd Avenue South East or the perimeter road 

Fee: f8.00 ( f l .00  for Friends of the Centre) PE-TTOQS U-0. 
(Fee includes coffee/tea Sr biscuits) CHE=ES e U U I U ~ A \ T I  CF L*WCPE.TE~. 

SUMMER SCHOOL IN WALES 
A Summer School on the Geology of South Wales is being organised from 
8ii1 ;U i3th ;uI.~ 1SS; bf t he  Ccpartixan: of Ex?rz-Murr! Stl~dies, Universiw 
of Wales, College of Cardiff, 38 Park Place, Cardiff CF1 388 (telephone Cardiff 
874832) from whom further details can be obtained. 

CONSERVING BRITAIN'S MINERALOGICAL 
HERITAGE 
First announcement of Special Meeting, University of Manchester, early April 
1992. 
Sites of mineralogical interest, be they outcrops, underground workings or 
surface spoil heaps, are an important element in the landscape of Britain. 
They attract a wide range of interest from a diversity of users including 
mineralogists, archaeologists, historians, botanists, mineral collectors, 
mining companies, planners, tourist entrepreneurs and the general public. 
This Special Meeting is being held under the auspices of the Geological 
Society Conservatron Committee, the Mineralogical Society and the Joint 
Nature Conservancy Committee, in recognition of the need to  conserve 
mineralogical sites as features of considerable nations!, regional or loca! 
importance as a resource for future research, study and recreational 
collecting. 
The meeting aims to bring together all individuals and organisations who 
use, own or manage mineralogical sites to share their particular interests 
and concerns, and examine ways of working together. Such sites are a 
fragile, and sornetimes poorly-valued element of our landscape and are 
coming under ir~creasing threat from a number of directions. They can only 
be conserved for future generations if the diverse user groups co-operate 
with planners in developing integrated land-use strategies. 
The 2-day meeting, which will address both mineralogical and land-use 
topics, will consist of lectures with discussion a n d ~ o s t e r  sessions. There will 
be an optional half day excursion to Alderley Edge and a one day excursion 
to Coniston. 
Attendance and contributions from all user groups are now invited. For 
further information please contact Dr Des O'Halloran, Joint Nature 
Conservancy Committee, c:o Northminster House, Peterborough PE1 1 UA 
(0733 340345). 



M a n d a l l s  S l a t e  O f f i c e  
W o r k  h a s  n o w  f i n i s h e d  f o r  t h e  w i n t e r ,  b u t  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  n e x t  
s p r i n g .  H o p e f u l l y  m o r e  e n t h u s i a s m  w i l l  b e  g e n e r a t e d  a s  i t  
a p p e a r e d  o n l y  o n e  g r o u p  d i d  a l l  t h e  w o r k .  
H a n d a l l s  S l a t e  O f f i c e  w a s  o r i g i n a l l y  o b t a i n e d  t o  p r o v i d e  a  v e n u e  
f o r  a p h o t o g r a p h i c  e x h i b i t i o n ,  d i s p l a y  a r e a  f o r  a r t i f a c t s  a n d  
a COMRU b a s e .  

NEWLANDS FURNACE 
W o r k  c o n t i n u e s  o r  h e  l a s t  S a t  o f  e a c h  m o n t h :  
C o n t a c t  J o h n  lme T e l :  0 2 2 9  54895 
J o h n ' s  l a t e s t  r e p o r t  f o l l o w s :  

NEWLANDS FURNACE - PROGRESS REPORT - NOVEMBER 1991 
D u r i n g  t h e  l a s t  t w o  y e a r s  m e m b e r s  o f  CATPlHS h a v e  w o r k e d ,  a t  a b o u t  
m o n t h l y  i n t e r v a l s ,  o n  t h e  r e m a i n s  o f  t h e  i r o n  s m e l t i n g  f u r n a c e  a t  
N e w l a n d s  n e a r  U l v e r s t o n .  
D u r i n g  t h e  t i m e ,  w o r l c i n g  i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  C u m b r i a  I n d u s t r i a l  
H i s t o r y  S o c i e t y  a n d  u n d e r  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  D r .  J .  ? l a r s h a l l  m u c h  
h a s  b e e n  a c h i e v e d .  
a .  A g a t e d  a c c e s s  h a s  b e e n  p r o v i d e d  w h i c h  d o e s  n o t  i n t e r f e r e  

w i t h  t h e  l o c a l  r e s i d e n t s .  
b .  M o s t  o f  t h e  i v y  a n d  v e g e t a t i o n  c o v e r i n g  t h e  f u r n a c e  h a s  

b e e n  r e m o v e d  f o l l o w e d  b y  w e e d  k i l l e r  t r e a t m e n t .  
c .  T h e  r u b b l e  a n d  r u b b i s h  o f  m a n y  y e a r s  h a s  b e e n  r e m o v e d  f r o m  

t h e  f u r n a c e  a n d  b l o w i n g  c h a m b e r .  
d .  F u r t h e r  m a s o n r y  c o l l a p s e  h a s  b e e n  p r e v e n t e d  b y  e r e c t i n g  

b o t h  s c a f f o l d i n g  a n d  a c r o  p r o p s  a t  s u i t a b l e  p o i n t s .  
e .  Access f o r  p e r s o n s  h a s  b e e n  p r o t e c t e d  b y  t h e  b u i l d i n g  o f  

a n  o v e r h e a d  p l a n k e d  s c a f f o l d i n g  t o  p r e v e n t  i n j u r y  b y  a n y  
c h a n c e  s t o n e  f a l l .  

f .  A s t a r t  h a s  b e e n  m a d e  o n  r e b u i l d i n g  s o m e  o f  t h e  m a s o n r y  
w a l l s  i n  t h e  a r c h  b e t w e e n  f u r n a c e  a n d  b l o w i n g  c h a m b e r .  

g .  w i t h  p a r t  o f  t h e  £500  " S h e l l "  B e t t e r  B r i t a i n  C a m p z i g n  m o n e y  
a n  o a k  b e a m  i s  b e i n g  p u r c h a s e d  f r o m  C u m b r i a  B r o a d l e a v e s  
L t d  o f  G r e y t h w a i t e .  I t  i s  h o p e d  t h a t  t h i s  b e a m  w i l l  b e  
d e l i v e r e d  t o  s i t e  a n d  i n s t a l l e d  i n  t h e  b l o w i n g  c h a m b e r  
w a l l  i n  t h e  n e x t  f e w  w e e k s .  

h .  D r a w i n g s  h a v e  b e e n  d o n e ,  m o d e l l e d  o n  t h e  s i s t e r  f u r n a c e  
a t  B o n a w e  i n  S c o t l a ~ d ,  t o  i n d i c a t e  t h e  p o s i t i o n s  o f  
r e i n f o r c e d  c o n c r e t e  b e a m s ,  t o  b e  c a s t  o n  s i t e ,  a n d  
p o s i t i o n e d  a c r o s s  t h e  g a p  b e t w e e n  t h e  f u r n a c e  a n d  b l o w i n g  
c h a m b e r .  

i .  We h a v e  c o l l e c t e d  t w o  t o n s  o f  s l a t e  s l a b s  f r o m  B u r l i n g t o n  
Q u a r r y  a n d  w e  h a v e  b e e n  p r o m i s e d  a n o t h e r  t w o  t o n s  f r e e  
a n d  t h e y  a r e  w i l l i n g  t o  p r o v i d e  m o r e  m a t e r i a l ,  a t  a r e d u c e d  
p r i c e  f o r  t h e  i n f i l l  m a t e r i a l ,  o n c e  t h e  b e a m s  a r e  i n  
p o s i t i o n .  

T h e  w o r k  c o n t i n u e s  a n d  h e l p  a t  w o r k  meets  i s  a l w a y s  v e r y  w e l c o m e .  
N o r m a l l y  we meet o n  t h e  l a s t  S a t u r d a y  o f  e a c h  m o n t b L  u n l e s s  
s p e c i a l  a r r a n g e m e n t s  h a v e  b e e n  m a d e .  

J .  H e l m e  



T h e  local press have minsconstrued publicity officer, Alistair 
Camerons' description of t h e  f i n d s  at Coniston. The stone 
artifacts found have not been positively dated, but it could 
prove that stone implements w e r e  used in t h i s  mining area. 
See P e t e  Flemings Meet Report 26/27th Oct. 91 

MINES FROM 
ARCHAEOLOGISTS have discovered evidence of mining in Con- 
iston area 5,000 years ago. 
Members of the Cum- publicity officer for the chaeologists, members of 

bria Amenity Trust F history group. said: the Great  Orme Mining 
Mining fistory sociery We found some mining Society, a r e  expens  in 

made the discovery implements, hand tools in their field a n d  agree the 
whlch lumps of ore were find i s  evidence of  

a soup ground down, and t h b  in- preehlsb"~ copper mining 
of archaeologists from dicates for the first time in Coniston. 
No*h around that Bronze Age (3.000 BC1 
the remains of Con- mining took p lace  in  The trust hope to  in. iston's copper mines. Cumbria. vestigate the site further 

Alas ta i r  Cameron .  The  vis i t ing a r -  soon. 

~ o Q *  W-T EYW~NG HPlC y11/41 

, Artefacts 
I may prove 
Bronze Age 

mining 

mining." 
The Welsh industrial ar-  

chaeologists found a handdug 
tunnel which might be of the 
Elizabethan mriod. he said. 

Stone relics believed to be 
the earliest evidence of metal 
ore mining in t h e  Lake 
District have been found near 
Coniston Copper Mines. 

The two hand-held artefacts 
1 have circular depressions and 

may have been used a s  early 
anvils or ore crushers. They 
are though4 tu date back to 

the The exact Afe. ocation . of the 
stone artefacts is being kept 

t h e  C u m b r i a  
g Z i : y  bk t, whose mem- 
bers came across the stone 
tools with a party often Welsh 
industrial archaeologists. 

1 Now Cumbria Amenity 
1 Trust plans to invite the ar-  
, chaeologists back in t h e  

RED EARTH PUBLICATIONS - NEW BOOK Produced by Members of Cumbria Amenity Trust 
A photographic record of Lakeland mining will be published in 

i 

Spring 1992; 
entitled Beneath the Lakeland F e l l s  

- Lakelands Mining Heritage 

spring to attempt to date the 
artefacts and check the area 
for any more discoveries. 

One of the trust's founder 
members Mr Peter Fleming 
said: 'At the moment, the 

l earliest  evidence sugeests 
1 metal mining a t  Coniston 

from 1599, but we are sure / these artefacts are from much 
m earlier." 

I I e  a d d e d :  " C u m b r i a  
Amenity "bust is convinced 
that if we persevere, we will 
find evidence of prehistoric 



This l I s t  I s  c o r r e c t  up t o  March 1991 b u t  neu items a re  being c o l l e c t e d  a l l  t h e  time. 

I n  t h e  l i s t  references t o  items such as t h e  purchase pr ice,  medlum and who donated t h e  

p u b l i c a t i o n  a re  omi t ted  b u t  these a r e  recorded i n  t h e  o r l g i n a l  catalogue. Where t h e r e  i s  a 

dash I n  t h e  l i s t  t h e  ln fo rmat lon  has n o t  been recorded. The f l r s t  let ter/number combination 

r e f e r s  t o  t h e  cata logue system. 

TECHNICAL MINING BOOKS 

MT1 D.O.E., (1976) Reclamation o f  D e r e l l c t  Land - Procedure f o r  l o c a t l n g  abandoned 

mlneshafts. 

MT2 - - S.R.T. and Equipment - Whernslde Manor, Course Notes 

MT3 - - Aer ia l  Photography Notes 

HT4 HMSO (1984) B r l t l s h  Geologlcal Survey 

MT5 Various (1914) L l b r a r y  o f  Coal Min lng 6 Engineering, Surveying, Minlng Methods, Shaf t  
Sinking. 

MT6 Agrlcola, G. (1556) De Re M e t a l l l c a  (REPRINT) 

MT7 Chadulck, R. 6 Knlght, C. (1988) The Story o f  Tunnels 

HT8 Maltham, J.Y. (1936) Mlne Rescue 6 F i r s t  A id 

MT9 Scott, J.Y. - Technologlcai 6 Econmlc  Changes I n  t h e  M e t a l l i f e r o u s  and Smelt ing 

lndus t r les  o f  Tudor England 

HT10 Scott, J.Y. - Theory 6 P r a c t l c e  I n  Ear l y  Metalliferous Mln lng i n  t h e  B r i t i s h  I s l e s  - 
Tudor 6 S t u a r t  Times. 

MTll  Forster,  W. - A T r e a t i s e  on a Sect ion o f  t h e  S t r a t a  from Neucast le upon Tyne t o  

Cross Fe l l 

HT12 Osburn, H.S. (1901) The R o s p e c t o r s  F l e l d  Book 6 Gulde 

HT13 - (1984) Ear l y  MlnIng I n  t h e  B r l t l s h  I s l e s  - Proceedings o f  Ealy Mlnlng 

Workshop a t  P las Tan y Bwlch 

MT14 Judson, D. (1984) Cavlng P r a c t l c e  and Equipment 

HT15 Sear, L. (1988) Citizen's Band Radlo f o r  Underground Cmmunlcat ion 

HT16 Metcalfe, U. (1988) Equlpment Use 6 Maintenance a t  Cleveland potash mlne. 

MG1 Fe l l ,  A. ( - )  The E a r l y  l r o n  Indust ry  o f  Furness 6 D l s t r l c t  

HG2 Adams, J. (1988) Mines o f  t h e  Lake D l s t r l c t  F e l l s  

MG3 Burt, R., Walte, P. (1988) B lb l log raphy  o f  t h e  H l s t o r y  o f  B r l t l s h  metal mining 

M 4  Smlth, B. (1924) Special  r e p o r t s  on t h e  Minera l  Resources o f  G.B. Vol. X V I I I .  l r o n  Ores. 

Haematltes o f  West Cumberland, Lancashire 6 t h e  Lake D i s t r l C t  

MG5 Cole, G.A.J. (1922) Memoirs o f  t h e  Geologlcal Survey o f  I r e l a n d  - Mineral Resources 

MG6 Duffy, T.J. (1932) Copper Deposl t r  i n  S.Y. I r e l a n d  

- .  
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MG7 Hel l lsy,  T. (1923) Barytes I n  I re land 

MG8 Klnamen, G.H. (1884) Economlc Geology o f  I re land Vol. I Metal Mlnlng 

'69  Dunham, K.C. (1945) Barium Mlnerals i n  England 6 Wales 

M G l O  Friends o f  L.D. (1988) Slate Quarry i n  the  Lake D l s t r l c t  

K 1 1  L.D.S.P.B. 6 C.C.C. (1986) Cumbrla 6 Lake D l s t r l c t  - Jo ln t  Local Plan - concerning 

minerals 

VG12 - (1983) Open P l t  Barytes Mlnlng a t  Ballynoe, I re land 

MG13 Duffy, T.J. (1929) Mlnlng D l s t r l c t  of A l l l h les ,  Co. Cork 

MG14 Rel l l y ,  T.A. (-)  A Revlew o f  Veln Mlnera l lsa t lon  i n  S.Y. Co. Cork, Ireland. 

MG15 - ( - )  Barytes - Ireland : A World leader 

MG16 - (1986) Western World Coal 6 L i g n i t e  Mlnes 

MG17 Greenwood, J. (1985) The lndus t r l s l  Archaeology and l n d u s t r l a l  H ls tory  o f  Vorthern 

England - A Blbl lography 

MG18 - (1962) I ron Ore from Marampa (S ie r ra  Leone) 

MG19 Ralstr lck,  A. (1977) Two Centuries o f  l n d u s t r l a l  Welfare - The London (Quaker) Lead Co. 

MG20 Holland, E.G. (1981) Conlston Copper Mlnes - A F l e l d  Gulde 

MG21 Holland, E.G. (1986) Coniston Copper - A H ls to ry  

MG22 Rose, Y.C., Dunham, K.C. (1977) Geology 6 Haematite Dspostts of South Cumbrla 

MG23 Harrls, A. (1970) Cumberland l ron - H ls to ry  o f  Hodbarrow Hlne, Ml l lom 

MG24 Dunham, K.C., Wllson, A.A. (1985) Geology o f  the  North Pennine Ore f i e ld  - Vol. II 

MG25 McFadzean, A. (1989) The l ron Moor 

MG26 Cowman, D., Re l l l y ,  T.A. (1988) The Abandoned Mlnes o f  WQest Carbery (E i re )  

MG27 - ( - 1  Archaeology I n  Wales (Papers r e l a t i n g  t o  mlnlng) 

MG28 Wll l les,  L. (-1 Lead 6 Lead Mlnlng (Sh l re  Album) 

W29 Postlethwalte, J. ( - )  Mines 6 Mining I n  the  Engl ish Lake D l s t r l c t  

MG3O Bolton, J. ( - )  Geological Fragments o f  Furness 1 Cartmel 

MG31 Banks, A.G. ( - )  H.W. Schnelder (Biography) 

MG32 Various (1989) I n d u s t r l a l  Archaeology Revlew - Pb ta l l l f e rous  Mlnlng 

MG33 Burt, R. ( - )  The B r l t l s h  Lead Mlnlng Industry 

MG3A Wallace, W. ( - )  Alston Moor, I t s  Pastoral People, I t s  Hlnes and Miners 

MG35 Hunt, C.J. ( -1 The Lead Mlners of the  North Pennines I n  the 18th L 19th Centuries 

MG36 Sopwith, T. ( - 1  An Account o f  the Mlnlng D l s t r l c t  o f  Alston Moor, Weardale 1 Teesdale 

K 3 7  Hughes, S. (1990) The Darren Mlnes (NMRS) 

MG38 Bennet, J. 6 Vernon, R. (1989) Mlnes o f  t he  Gwydyr Forest - Vol I 



W39 Rennet, J. 6 Vernon, R. (1990) Mlnes o f  t he  Gwydyr Fores t  - Vol I1 

NG40 Draper, L. 6 P. (1990) The Raasay I ron  Mlnes 

PG41 Tyler, 1. (1990) Force Crag - The H is to ry  o f  a Lakeland Mlne 

MG42 Hall, G.W. (1989) The Last  100 Years o f  Minlng a t  Pontrhydygroes, Dyfed 

MG43 Y i l l l e s ,  L. (1989) Ancient Lead-Zlnc-Silver Mlnes I n  Rajastan 

ASSOCIATED INWSTRY BOO)(S 

A l l  Davey, C.R. (1984) Reflection on t h e  Furness Rallway 

A12 CCC (1988) Cumbrla Today - Archaeloglcal Report No. 3 

AI3 - (1920) A Modern B las t  Furnace P lant  (Por t  Talbot, S. Wales) 

A14 Davles, M. ( - )  The Story o f  Steel  

AI5 Hudson, K. ( - )  The Archaeology o f  H l s to ry  

A16 Major, K.J. ( - )  F le ldvork  I n  l n d u s t r l a l  Archaeology 

ntwE RAMS 

MP1 Cornwall Record O f f i c e  - L l s t  o f  a l l  area mlnlng plans 

MP2 Surface L Underground Plans o f  Mld-Wales Mlnes 

MP3 Plans L D e t a l l s  o f  Laxey Mlne 6 Wheel ( I s l e  o f  Man) 

JOUR)IKS 6 IEY9LEllERS 

JN A F u l l  Ser les o f  CATMHS Newsletters from No. 1 t o  Present 

JN Vols. 1,Il L I l l  The Mlne Explorer  

JN A F u l l  Ser les ( 7 )  West Cumberland Mlnes Research Group Reviews 

JN Welsh Mlnes Soclety Newsletters 7-10 

JN A F u l l  Ser les NAMHO Newsheets 

JN Shropshlre Cavlng L Mlnlng Club Journal (Spr lng 1989) 

A1 Geevor p l c  (1988) Proposed Acqu ls l t l on  o f  dalnband Co. Ltd. 

A2 Geevor p l c  (1988) L l s t l n g  particulars f o r  A1 

A3 Grant D. ( - 1  The 6 th  Duke o f  Somerset, Thomas Roblnson L t h e  Newlands Mines 

A4 Nolan, C. (1988) Index t o  Mlneral L Mlnlng Pub l ic  Records L Manuscripts I n  I re land 

A5 Delegate Pack f o r  1989 NAMHO Conference 

A6 Weir, H.E. (1989) Mlnlng I n  Cumbrla - A Bib i lography 

A7 Hsl lors,  P.T. ( -1  Legal Aspects o f  Access Underground (NCA) 

A8 - (-)  S l r  Bevls Bull~ner - An Ei lzabethan Speculator 



A t a l a y a  T o u r s  f r o m  A b e r y s t w y t h  a r e  o r g a n i s i n g  m i n i n g  s t u d y  t o u r s  
t o  R i o  T i n t o  a n d  A n d a l u c i a  i n  1 9 9 2 .  
T h e  e i g h t  d a y  R i o  T i n t o  t o u r  i s  p r o v i s i o n a l l y  a r r a n g e d  f o r  M a y ,  
p r i c e  a r o u n d  £ 5 7 0 .  T h i s  i n c l u d e s  f l i g h t s ,  t r a n s p o r t ,  
a c c o m m o d a t i o n  a n d  m e a l s ,  g u i d e ,  m u s e u m  e n t r a n c e s  e t c .  
T h e  A n d a l u c i a  t o u r  1 0 - 1 2  d a y s  w i l l  b e  a r o u n d  £ 7 0 0 .  

E n q u i r i e s  p l e a s e  t o  l a m e s  T h o r n b u r n , 4 t ~ l ~ ~ i y a ~ O U r s  

Ceinionf a, Penglais Terrace, Aberystwyth, SY 23 2ET. tel(0970) 625077 

S O  i n  S m a l l c l e u g h  -2 
On-an e x p l o r a t i o n  meet m e m b e r s  n o t i c e d  g a s  b u b b l e s  e m e r g i n g  f r o m  
w a t e r  a t -  t h e  b o t t o m  o f  a s h a f t  i n    he S a r o n ' s  s u m p  a r e a  o f  
S r n a l l c l e u g h .  I t  c o u l d  b e  S O 2 .  T h e  d a n g e r  l e v e l  f o r  t h i s  g a s  i n  
u n v e n t i l a t e d  a r e a s  ( e s p e c i a l l y  d o w n  s h a f t s j  i s  5 p p n  - s e e  
N e w s l e t t e r  N o ,  2 0 ,  a r t i c l e  o n  m i n e  g a s e s .  
I t  w a s  l a t e r  f o u n d  t h a t  o n  t h e  d a y  o f  t h e  e x p l o r a t i o n  a t m o s p h e r i c  
p r e s s u r e  h a d  b e e n  p a r t i c u l a r l y  l o w .  
B u l l e t i n  K O .  9 o f  PD:,;HS w a r n s  a b o u t  g a s e s  i n  t h e  S e n t h e a d  
w o r k i n g s .  

EXPLORATION AT HONISTER A . D . C a m e r o n  
F o l l o w i n g  a c o n c e r t e d  d i g  a n d  g r o v e l ,  a s m a l l  b a n d  o f  CAT m e m b e r s  
m a n a g e d  t o  g e t  t h e m s e l v e s  i n t o  t h e  l o n g  s o u g h t  a f t e r  c l o s e h e a d s  
a t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  E 9  l e v e l  i n  t h e  u p p e r  p a r t s  o f  H o n i s t e r  C r a g .  
A n y o n e  i n s a n e  e n o u g h  t o  f o l l o w  t h e m  w i l l  b e  r e w a r d e d  w i t h  s i g h t s  
o f  t h e  b i g g e s t  r o o f  c o l l a p s e s  i n  C u m b r i a  a n d  m a s s i v e l y  b u l g i n g  
r e t a i n i n g  w a l l s .  P e o p l e  w i t h  b a d  c o u g h s  s h o u l d  s t a y  a w a y .  
T h e  e x p e d i t i o n  t o o k  p l a c e  o n  A u g u s t  B a n k  H o l i d a y  ? i o n d a y .  T h e  
g r o u p  a l s o  r e - g a i n e d  e n t r y  i n t o  E l 0  l e v e l  a f t e r  a b i t  m o r e  
d i g g i n g .  T h e y  d i d n ' t  s t a y  l o n g  a s  t h e  t h o u g h t  o f  e n t o m b m e n t  f o r  
l i f e  d i d n ' t  a p p e a l .  
I t  i s  h o p e d  t o  a r r a n g e  a CAT t r i p  t o  H o n i s t e r  a g a i n  n e x t  y e a r  
w h e n  t h e  f i r s t  c o m p l e t e  u n d e r g r o u n d  a s c e n t  o f  t h e  c r a g  f r o m  b a s e  
t o  t o p  w i l l  b e  u n d e r t a k e n .  S o m e t h i n g  t o  t e l l  y o u r  g r a n d c h i l d r e n  
a b o u t . . . . . .  

SLATE 
On Monday, the Bls t  day of June, 1841, 

To be Let 
BY TICKET, 

AT THE HOUSE OF MR. DANIEL STEELE, THE BLACK BULL INN, 



MEET REPORTS 
KNOCKMURTON - 7 / 7 / 9 1  

The meet was well attended for an outlier (10 members). Those who 
had recently experienced deep water on the Nenthead through trip 
were (understandably) content to explore the open levels and 
surface features. Also, Richard Hewer returned to the mine 
with his son for a trip into the upper stopes of No 9  vein and 
the far reaches of No 8. Meanwhile five members descended to the 
Cogra Moss Adit Level from No 9 level on No 9 vein to explore the 
adjacent No 2 vein. Some weeks previously the 200ft air shaft had 
been stempled with two deviations and a rebelay - largely due to 
Anton with the help of the Furness contingent of CAT - and it was 
now a quick rope descent. The water was chest deep (lower than on 
previous visits? and shallower at the collapse about 120yds south 
of the T-junction on No 2 vein which had halted us previously. 
Tim, Dave and Mark dug through the collapse and found level 
beyond to be dry. Water was escaping through boulder filled 
stopes below the level which confirmed that this part of No 2 
vein connects with a lower drainage level, probably via No 13 
vein and one of the long cross-cuts to Kelton mine. We may have 
increased the flow a little but it would take a lot of work to 
drain the Cogra Moss Adit Level completely. A second collapse was 
by-passed by climbing into the stopes above, and we then dug 
through a third collapse of loose stuff finding clog prints in 
the mud beyond. We eventually got into a very shattered region, 
which is possibly the point where NO 4 vein forks off about 80yds 
short of the Knockmurton No 1 Shaft. Unfortunately further 
progress in that direction proved impossible and we failed to 
reach the shaft, which was disappointing. Also, the air was 
bad and we were glad to leave the area. 

On the way back a rise or ore shoot at the second collapse was 
climbed for perhaps 80 or 9Oft to a tramway level. This was 
hardly high enough for Low Bottom Level which emerges somewhere 
behind the mine buildings, particularly when the hade of the vein 
is allowed for, but it had been an important working level 
although now impossible to follow due to collapses in both 
directions. An offset rise or stope continued on upwards but was 
too unstable to climb with safety. A second rise from Cogra Moss 
Adit Level - a stempled manway close to the No 1/2 vein fork - 
appeared to be free from blockages. This was climbed by Ian for a 
short distance until he found the timbers too rotten for comfort. 
A third rise or ore shoot was climbed by Mike and Ian from the T- 
junction almost to a blockage at about 70ft. Near the top was a 
short blind level or trial to the south containing daubs of clay 
with miner's finger prints. It seems that the stopes on No 1/2 
vein north of this point have been back-filled thus hampering 
access to the continuation of the workings to the north. From the 
bottom of the 200ft air shaft the previously sumped up level 
driven south along No 9 Vein was found to be clear for 55yds and 
continues further beyond a partial blockage. Another level (not 
shown on the plans) running SW from the main intersection near 
the shaft bottom turned out to be a short trial. 

Most of that part of the system which can be gained from a 
descent of the air shaft has now been explored, but a determined 
effort to trace the drainage path through the collapsed stopes of 
No 2 vein could be rewarding. 

Dave Bridge 



Saturday J u l y  20th 1991 'darton Crag Wines 

Present:- She i l a  Barker 
Joan Eelme 
She i l a  Thomas 

Paul Tinewell 
Anton Thomas 
Don Sorthwick 
3ave Bowers 
John Helme 

The par ty  made the usual  l a t e  s t a r t  a f t e r  wai t ing  f o r  the a r r i v a l  8f 
the Pub l i c i ty  Officer ,  who i t  l a t e r  t r ansp i r ed  was us ing  Double B r i t i s h  
Summer Time. 
F i r s t  en te r ing  Moss House Fine (crag Foot Lower ~ i n e ) ,  the usual a reas  
were v i s i t e d ,  the  on ly ' a r t e fac t s '  found were a family of 6 toads who were 
surprised and near ly  crushed a s  the par ty  crawled through one of the 
dug out  co l lapses  near  the  s h a f t  bottom. Shor t ly  a f t e r  this the meet 
l eade r ' s  wife ' s  l i g h t  went out  which made a n  exce l l en t  excuse f o r  her  t o  
spend the rest of the  day i n  the sunshine. 
Lunch was taken us ing  the  gun club 's  p i cn ic  t ab le s  before proceeding 
t o  the 'Upper Kine'. Again we v i s i t e d  the  hown s i t e s ,  including tine lake  
and the a i r  pump. A t  t h i s  point  the meet l eade r  was s t r i c k e n  with the 
tUlvers ton FX2 disease  l .  

Returning t o  the sur face  and the sunshine the par ty  cleaned up and spent  
the remainder of the lovely  afternoon photographing t h e  ore crusher i n  
a vegetat ion f r e e  s t a t e  and walking through the woods i n  a search f o r  
o ther  l i k e l y  l eve l s /  shaf t s .  
I t  was noted that the  timber supports j u s t  i n s ide  the  entrance to  the 
'Upper !.line' a r e  i n  a poor s t a t e  and could bene f i t  from a 'timber work 
pa r ty t  and, with s a t i s f a c t i o n ,  t ha t  the  fenc ing  done by the club i n  1987 i s  
still l a r g e l y  i n t a c t o  

Wednesday evening meet August 7 th  1 991 Tilberthwai  t e  

Present:- She i l a  Barker 8: Rebecca 
Dave Glovgr 6s James 
Paul 8: Pa t  Timewell 
Dave ?lobson 
P e t m  Sandbach 
I an :.io o d 
John 5 Joan Relme 

From the path on the N s i d e  of the G i l l  the  par ty  cu t  ac ross  Zry Cove 
to reach Man Arm ?fine. Af t e r  a brief  inspec t ion  they continued round 
the lower s lopes  of ifetherlam noting what i s  l e f t  of the  nine dam before 
descending t o  the remains a t  Tilberthwai t e  >Tine. 
From here the open workings a t  the head of the  G i l l  were v i s i t e d  before 
heading f o r  ;.letherlam Fine and the d e r e l i c t  horse gin. 
A s  darkness approached the  group re-crossed the stream t o  descend t o  the 
car park v i a  the  path on the S s ide  of the G i l l  and Fenny Rigg .luarry. 



N o r t h  Wales Y e e t  - Aug. 1 7 / 1 5  HL. S\MPSON 

T h e r e  i s  a  l o t  t o  s e e  i n  t h i s  a r e a  o f  ! : a l e s  i n  t h e  way o f  
m e t a l  m i n e s  a n d  i f  y o u  a d d  s l a t e  a s  w e l l  t h e  c h o i c e  i s  
c o n s i d e r a b l e .  T h e  o r i g i n a l  i d e a  was t o  h a v e  a l o o k  a t  s o m e  c o p p e r  
w o r k i n g s  o n  S a t u r d a y  a n d  t h e n  s l a t e  o n  S u n d a y .  On a d v i c e  t h e  
c h o i c e  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  d a y  was l i m i t e d  t o  t h e  S n o w d o n  a r e a  a n d  was 
a s  f o l l o w s : -  

B r i t a n n i a  C o p p e r  M i n e  S H 6 1 8 5 4 8  P r i n c e  E d w a r d  G o l d  N i n e  S H 7 4 3 3 8 5  
F o e 1  I s p r i  ? . l i n e ,  1 , l a n e l l t y d  S H 7 0 4 2 0 1  B e n a l l t  S H 5 3 6 5 3 4  
Drws-y -Coed  S11545535 

F o r  s u r f a c e  i n t e r e s t  o n l y  t h e r e  was a l s o : -  
Rems o f  a n  a e r i a l  r o p e w a y  S H G 0 5 4 7 6  
R e c e n t l y  r e s t o r e d  w a t e r w h e e l  a n d  p u m p i n g  g e a r  S H 5 2 6 4 7 7  
C r u s h e r  w h e e l s  e t c .  ( L l i w e d d  M i n e )  S F 6 3 5 5 3 0  

T h e r e  i s  a l s o  t h e  S y g u n  s h o w  m i n e  a t  B e d d g e l e r t .  

T h e r e  a r e  m a n y  o t h e r  s i t e s  o f  i n t e r e s t  i n  N o r t h  W a l e s  b u t  
many o f  t h e m  a r e  o n  F o r e s t r y  C o m m i s s i o n  l a n d .  Access i s  n o t  
e n c o u r a g e d .  I w o u l d  e c h o  D a m i e n  H c C u r d y ' s  r e q u e s t  t h a t  t h e  e f f o r t s  
o f  p e o p l e  n e g o t i a t i n g  w i t h  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  f o r  a c c e s s  a n d  
p r e s e r v a t i o n  s h o u l d  n o t  b e  j e o p a r d i z e d .  

S h e i l a  B a r k e r  a n d  I w e n t  down o n  T h u r s d a y  n i g h t  a n d  c a m p e d  
n e a r  C a p e 1  C u r i g  w h i c h  w o u l d  a l l o w  e a s y  a c c e s s  t o  s i t e s  o n  t h e  
e a s t  s i d e  o f  S n o w d o n .  

F r i d a y  - T h e  w e a t h e r  b e i n g  r e a s o n a b l e ,  i t  was d e c i d e d  t o  h a v e  a 
l o o k  a t  t h e  B r i t a n n i a  M i n e  o n  S n o w d o n ,  w h i c h  w a , c  a c o p p e r  m i n e  
w o r k e d  b e t w e e n  1 8 0 4  a n d  1 9 1 4 .  A s  p a r k i n g  a t  w e e k i : d s  i s  l i m i t e d  
a t  P e n y p a s s a n  w e  c h e c k e d  t h e  w e a t h e r  f o r c a s t  a n d  m a d e  a n  e a r l y  
s t a r t .  T h e  m i n e  c a n  b e  r e a c h e d  by  e i t h e r  t a k i n g  t h e  PyG t r a c k  
w h i c h  b r i n g s  y o u  o u t  a t  t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  w o r k i n g s  o r  by  t h e  M i n e r s  
t r a c k  w h i c h  i s  i n i t i a l l y  a l o t  e a s i e r .  T h e  f i r s t  b u i l d i n g s  p a s s e d  
a r e  a r o w  o f  m i n e r s  c o t t a g e s .  
O n c e  a c r o s s  t h e  L l y n  L l y d a w  c a u s e w a y  t h e  f i r s t  s i t e  o f  i n t e r e s t  
i s  t h e  B r i t a n n i a  M i l l  b u i l t  i n  1 8 7 3 ,  t h e  o r e  b e i n g  c o n v e y e d  h e r e  
v i a  a n  a e r i a l  r o p e w a y .  T h e  c a s t  i r o n  l u m p s  l e a n i n g  a g a i n s t  t h e  
s o u t h  w a l l ,  I am i n f o r m e d ,  a r e  b i t s  o f  c r u s h i n g  p l a n t  t h a t  f e l l  
o f f  t h e  b a c k  o f  t h e  s c r a p m a n ' s  t r u c k  a n d  n o b o d y  c o u l d  b e  b o t h e r e d  
t o  r e t r i e v e  t h e m .  
T h e  m i n e  t r a c k  t h e n  r i s e s  s t e e p l y  u p  t o  t h e  C l a s l y n ,  a n d  i s  i n  
v e r y  g o o d  c o n d i t i o n .  T h e  m i n e  i s  o n  t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  o f  t h e  l a k e .  
I t  t o o k  u s  a b o u t  a n  h o u r  t o  w a l k  t o  t h e  m i n e  s i t e .  
B i c k  i s  c e r t a i n l y  r i g h t  a b o u t  t h e  a t m o s p h e r i c  s e t t i n g  f o r  t h e  
m i n e ,  w h a t  i t  m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  l i k e  l i v i n g  a n d  w o r k i n g  u p  t h e r e ,  
e s p e c i a l l y  i n  w i n t e r ,  d o e s  n o t  b e a r  t o o  m u c h  c o n t e m p l a t i o n .  V e r y  
l i t t l e  now r e m a i n s  o f  t h e  m i n e  b u i l d i n g s ,  a n d  o f  t h e  r e c o r d e d  
l e v e l s ,  o n l y  t h e  N e w  N o . 1  a n d  N o s .  1 t o  5  a r e  a p p a r e n t l y  s t i l l  
a c c e s s i b l e .  We l o o k e d  i n t o  t h e  N e w  N o . 1  a n d  l e v e l s  1 a n d  3 .  T h e  
k n e e  d e e p  w a t e r  o f  t h e  f i r s t  l e v e l  m e a n t  s o g g y  w a l k i n g  f o r  t h e  
r e s t  o f  t h e  d a y .  
F o r  a f u l l  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  m i n e r a l i s a t i o n  a n d  t h e  u n d e r g r o u n d  
w o r k i n g s  r e f e r e n c e  c a n  b e  m a d e  t o  t h e  P . D . ? l . H . S .  B u l l e t i n  V o 1 . 9  
R o . 5  Summer  1 9 8 6 .  V e r y  l i t t l e  a p p e a r s  t o  h a v e  c h a n g e s  s i n c e  t h a t  
t i m e .  
T h e  s i t e  was w e l l  w o r t h  t h e  e f f o r t .  T h e r e  i s  m u c h  t o  s e e  a b o v e  



g r o u n d  a n d  a l o t  a o r e  u n d e r g r o u n d .  
T h e  l e v e l s  a r e  q u i t e  m o i s t  i n  p l a c e s  a n d  S.R.T. g e a r  i s  n e c e s s a r y  
i f  t h e  f u r t h e r  r e a c h e s  a r e  t o  b e  s e e n .  
L u n c h  was h a d  a t  t h e  l o c a t i o n  o f  No .7  l e v e l ,  a f t e r  w h i c h  i t  was 
d e c i d e d  t h a t  a s  t h e  w e a t h e r  was h o l d i n g  u p  w e  w o u l d  c o n t i n u e  u p  
t o  S n o w d o n  s u m m i t  t h e n  a c r o s s  t o  L l i w e d d  a n d  p o s s i b l y  l o o k  a t  t h e  
L l i w e d d  m i n e .  SJe a c h i e v e d  t h e  f i r s t  t w o  o b j e c t i v e s  b u t  h a d  t o  
a b a n d o n  t h e  t h i r d  d u e  t o  l o w  c l o u d  a n d  t h e  o n s e t  o f  r a i n .  T h e r e  
were t h e  u s u a l  h o a r d e s  o n  S n o w d o n  a n d  i n  t h e  c a f e .  I e v e n  f o r e b o r e  
t o  i m b i b e  a t  t h e  c a f e ,  S h e i l a  b e i n g  k e e n  t o  g e t  o n .  
On r e f l e c t i o n  e v e n  a l l o w i n g  f o r  t h e  e l e v a t i o n  o f  t h e  L l i w e d d  M i n e ,  
i t  w o u l d  b e  b e t t e r  t o  w a l k  i n  f r o m  N a n t g w y n a n t  w h e r e  o n e  c o u l d  t a k e  
i n  o t h e r  m i n e s  a n d  q u a r r y  s i t e s  o n  t h e  way  u p .  

S a t u r d a y  - I n  t h e  m o r n i n g  w e  a l l  g a t h e r e d  a t  t h e  c a r  p a r k  i n  
B e d d g e l e r t  w h e r e  w e  were i n t r o d u c e d  t o  o u r  g u i d e  f o r  t h e  d a y ;  t h e  
w e l l  k n o w n  a u t h o r ,  h i s t o r i a n  a n d  b r o a d c a s t e r ,  E r ~ i c  G r a y - T h o m a s .  
Some  d i s c u s s i o n  f o l l o w e d  a s  t o  t h e  v e n u e  f o r  t h e  d a y ' s  e x p l o i t s  
b u t  i n  t h e  e n d  i t  w a s  a g r e e d  t o  k e e p  t o  t h e  o r i g i n a l  p l a n  a n d  
v i s i t  t h e  N a n t i l e  V a l l e y  w h i c h  w a s  n e a r b y .  
T h e  v a l l e y  i s  a w i l d  a n d  d e s o l a t e  p l a c e  a n d  t h e r e  a r e  e x t e n s i v e  
m i n i n g  r e m a i n s  t o  b e  e x p l o r e d .  T h e  B e n w l l t  C o p p e r  ? l i n e  i s  o n  t h e  
n o r t h e r n  s l o p e s  o f  t h e  v a l l e y  a n d  CAT m e m b e r s  m a d e  t h a t  t h e i r  
f i r s t  o b j e c t i v e .  .An u p p e r  l e v e l  w a s  e n t e r e d  a n d  e x p l o r e d .  A p i t c h  
WQ; r i g g e d  dOcc)n cx s h a f t  i n  t h e  f l o o r  a n d  a d e s c e n t  m a d e  t h r o u g h  a 
n u m b e r  o f  l e v e l s  ( i n c l u d i n g  o n e  w h i c h  w a s  c a s c a d i n g  w i t h  w a t e r ) .  
E v e n t u a l l y  w e  r e a c h e d  t h e  b o t t o m  l e v e l  a n d  came o u t  t o  d a y ,  c l o s e  
t o  w h e r e  t h e  c a r s  were p a r k e d .  
A f t e r  l u n c h  E r i c  G r a y - T h o m a s  d e c i d e d  t o  s h o w  u s  t h e  s o u t h e r n  s l o p e s  
o f  t h e  v a l l e y  a n d  a n u m b e r  o f  s h a f t s ,  o l d  w o r k i n g s  a n d  water  l e a t s  
were e x a m i n e d .  S o m e  a n c i e n t  u n d e r g r o u n d  w o r k i n g s  w h i c h  m u s t  h a v e  
d a t e d  f r o m  t h e  l a t e  1 7 0 0 ' s  were a l s o  e n t e r e d .  
T o w a r d s  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  a f t e r n o o n ,  j u s t  a s  w e  were a l l  t h i n k i n g  
a b o u t  m a k i n g  t r a c k s  b a c k  d o w n  t o  t h e  c a r s ,  a s h a r p  e y e d  A n t o n  
n o t i c e d  a sma l l  p a r t  o f  a s h e a t h e d  w h e e l  o n  a s p o i l  t i p .  E v e n t u a l l y  
i t  was c o m p l e t e l y  u n c o v e r e d  a n d  f o u n d  t o  b e  i n t a c t  a n d  a b o u t  6 f t  
i n  d i a m e t e r .  We d e c i d e d  i t  was t o o  g o o d  t o  l e a v e  t h e r e  a n d  many  
w i l l i n g  h a n d s  a s s i s t e d  i n  i t s  t r a n s p o r t  down  t o  t h e  r o a d  s i d e .  O u r  
g u i d e  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  i t  w o u l d  m a k e  a g o o d  e x h i b i t  a t  t h e  S y g u n  
s h o w - m i n e  a n d  w e  a l l  f e l t  t h a t  t h i s  w o u l d  b e  a f i t t i n g  r e s t i n g  
p l a c e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i f  a s m a l l  p l a q u e  c o u l d  b e  f i t t e d  s a y i n g  w h i c h  
o r g a n i s a t i o n  w a s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  f i n d i n g  i t .  I t  was d e c i d e d  t o  
l e a v e  t h e  w h e e l  b e h i n d  a w a l l  f o r  c o l l e c t i o n  by  E r i c  a n d  h i s  f r i e n d  
f r o m  S y g u n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  w e e k e n d .  
A s  l u c k  w o u l d  h a v e  i t ,  E r i c  G r a y - T h o m a s  a n d  h i s  f r i e n d  f r o m  S y g u n  
d e c i d e d  t o  c o l l e c t  t h e  w h e e l  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  d a y .  T h i s  was v e r y  
f o r t u n a t e  a s  w h e n  t h e y  a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  p l a c e  t h a t  t h e  w h e e l  h a d  
b e e n  l e f t  t h e y  f o u n d  a c a r  p a r k e d  a t  t h e  r o a d s i d e  a n d  a m e m b e r  o f  
t h e  I r o n b r i d g e  T r u s t  m e a s u r i n g  t h e  w h e e l  w i t h  a t a p e  m e a s u r e .  
T h e  w h e e l  i s  now i n s t a l l e d  a t  S y g u n  a n d  w e  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  a p l a q u e  
i s  t o  b e  f i x e d  t o  i t  m a k i n g  r e f e r e n c e  t o  CAT. 
T o  r o u n d  o f f  t h e  d a y  a v i s i t  w a s  m a d e  t o  t h e  C o e d m a d o g  s l a t e  q u a r r y  
a n d  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  D o r o t h e a  E n g i n e  H o u s e .  T h e  s u n  was s h i n i n g  w h e n  
w e  p a r k e d  t h e  c a r s .  C a r e  i s  r e q u i r e d  a s  t h e  q u a r r i e s  a r e  f l o o d e d  
t o  a d e p t h  o f  6 0 0 f t  a n d  t h e  s i d e s  a r e  q a i n l y  p r e c i p ~ L c o &  . T h e  
p h o t o g r a p h  b e l o w  s h o w s  w h a t  t h e  e n g i n e  w a s  l i k e  u p  t o  a b o u t  f i v e  
y e a r s  a g o  - i t  d o e s  n o t  l o o k  l i k e  t h a t  n o w ,  a p p a r e n t l y  s o m e o n e  t o o k  
a c h a i n s a w  t o  i t .  T h e  A f r a m e  i s  g o n e  a n d  t h e  pump s p e a r s  a r e  
l y i n g  t o  o n e  s i d e  i n  t h e  s h a f t .  



It seems a great pity that a machine that is essentially complete, 
including two Lancashire boilers should be in such a state, 
especially when one considers the great lengths people go to in the 
preservation/restoration scene in other parts of the country. 
After looking round the engine the party had a walk around a small 
part of the workings which werz. very impressive in the stillness of 
the evening and the setting sun. 
Those who were staying in the area for the trip to Corris on the 
Sunday maae their way to the campsite at Maentwrog. 

Sunday - It was one of those days when the sun shone and the Welsh 
scenery was at its best. The trip down to Corris was very pleasant. 
Half a dozen of us met at the car park by the Craft Centre and 

after extracting members from the lure of the shops the days 
business commenced. 
For those unfamiliar with the area here is a description of the 
workings and the slate veins that was prepared by Alistair Camaron. 
See o e ~ 3 e  + 
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Location of slate mine and quarry sites in the Corris area. 1 



SLATE WORKINGS IN THE (:ORRIS AREA ALISTA\R CRMER~*I 

Two parallel veins of slate run across Central Wales from 
Dinas Mawddwy in the east to Tywyn on the west coast. The 
Narrow Vein is approximately 60 ft wide and. to the north, 
the Broad Vein is 800 to 1000 ft wide. Between the two lies 
the Red Vein. The Narrow Vein contains high quality slate 
which is normally extracted by underground workings. Slate 
from the Broad Vein is more variable in quality and is 
usually quarried. Slate from the Red Vein has no commercial 
va 1 ue . 

Brief details of workings in the Corris area are given 
below. please refer to the accompanying map for locations. 

CORRIS VILLAGE 

Braichgoch Workings 
These workings were started in 1835 and were to become the 
most extensive in the area. Mining was from the Narrow Vein 
at the point where the vein is folded to t,he south. The 
workinqs were at a standstill between 1906 and 1515 whlch 
caused considerable hardship locally. Between 1919 ,3nd the 
flnal closure in 1971. slate extraction was extensive. The 
workings were linked underground with the Gaewern mine 
further up the valley and eventually all output from 
Gaewern was via Braichgoch. Very soon after closure the 
area of the offices. cutting sheds and stock yard were 
"improved" by landscaping and the Corris Craft Centre now 
stands where slate was once stored. 

Despite alterations on the surface the underground wnrkings 
can still be entered (although discretion is required). At 
the craft centre is a child's adventure playground and a 
few yards to the north of this is a depression in the 
ground from which the Braichgoch 'B' Level runs lnto the 
hill. The route of the horsedrawn tramway from the Llght 
Railway to the workings has been all but obliterated by 
road wldening and the landscaping. 

Gnewern 
These workings are also situated on the Narrow Vein and 
were the first to be operated commercially In 1820. The 
mine amalgamated with Braichgoch in 1884. The tramway ran 
below the valley road and a series of access levels ran 
into the internal workings of Gaewern. The surface remains 
are quite extensive and include a number or inclines and 
winding houses. 

Abercorris 
This site also worked the narrow vein and is situated high 
on the hillside above the valley. Abercorris was never a 
large concern. Work started in 1840 and ceased in 1913. 
There was a short lived revival in the 1930's run from 
Braichgoch. Working was by a combination of quarrying and 
mining. Little mine exploration has been carried out and no 



doubt much 1s to be discovered. A branch of the horsearawn 
tramway ran to the foot of the hillside and connected 
directly to a long incline that ran up to Abercorris. 

Abercwmeiddaw 
This was a very extensive workin9 on the Broad Vein. Much 
of the workings were by quarrying which has left an 
enormous terraced pit in the hillside above Corris Uchaf 
village. Mechanical plant was used extensively on the 
quarry floor and a huge water-wheel was used to power 
machinery in the cutting sheds. A well known local landmark 
are the "Spectacles" - two perfectly round boreholes in the 
side of the pit (makes a good photographic setting). The 
spoil tips from Abercwmeiddaw spilled down to the village 
and were held back by massive retaining walls. Another 
local landmark was the series of steps protruding from ono 
of the walls. The local authority has been clearing much of 
the slate spoil recently. 

The workings were started in 1876 and were served by a 
branch and incline from the tramway. The quarry closed in 
1939. 

ABERLLEFENNI 

Three separate mines in the Hengae Valley have historically 
been owned and run as one concern which was known as the 
Aberllefenni Q.uarries. All three took slate from the narrow 
vein. Hen Chwarel and Ceunant Ddu produced mainly roofing 
slates while. on the opposite slopes of the valley. Foel 
Grochan produced slabs. One' of the most spectacular sights 
in the area is the huge un-supported roof of Foel Grochan 
which can be seen from the road as one nears Aberllefenni 
and is known as the Alma cavern after a battle in the 
Crimean War-. 

Workings started between 1810 and 1825. The bottom level of 
Foel Grochan is still worked today operated by the 
Wincilate Group. The cutting shed and stock yard is beside 
the valley road. The Company have recently re-commissioned 
the bottom level at Ceunant Ddu in anticipation of 
commencing work there. The hillsides on either side are 
steep and the undergro~lnd workings are extensive. 
Extracti~n in the bottom level at Foel Grochan is from an 
enormous underground pit situated about one third of a mile 
into the hill. The bottom of the pit is below sea level. 

There are extensive surface remains including inclines 
which are of considerable ~nterest. 

The steep climb up to the Alma Cavern will be well rewarded 
by the view inside. A square sided shaft about 100ft across 
descends to the level of the valley floor. 



Cambergi 
This working is to be found further up the Hengae Valley. 
Little is known of the history except that In the 1880s it 
was forced to close because ~t had trespassed underground 
onto the Aberllefennl estates. 

Cymerau 
Above Aberllefenni in the Rataoed Valley close beside the 
stream are the remains of the Cymerau worklngs which were 
opened in 1863. Mining was at and below valley floor level 
and flooding was a constant problem. The mine closed in 
1948. These workings and those further up the valley at 
Ratgoed were served by a tramway whlch linked onto the 
Light Railway at Aberllefenni. 

Ra tgoed 
Thls very lsolated working on the Narrow Veln was started 
in 1847. A small hamlet was built up to house the workforce 
but closure ln 1940 was caused by the isolated location 
rather than a shortage of slat.?. Extensive underground 
workings have yet t~ be explored at thls locstlon. 

T h e  B r a i c h a o c h  w o r k i n g s  w e r e  t h e  f i r s t  v i s i t e d .  A l l  t h e  s u r f a c e  
r e m a i n s  h a v e  b e e n  l a n d s c a p e d  a l t h o u g h  o n e  c a n  s e e  w h e r e  t h e  v e i n  
o u t c r o p s  f r o m  t h e  c a r p a r k .  T h e  e n t r a n c e  we  u s e d  g o e s  d u e  west  
u n t i l  i t  h i t s  t h e  u n d e r s i d e  o f  t h e  s l a t e  v e i n  w h e r e  o n e  c a n  t u r n  
s o u t h  o r  n o r t h .  T u r n i n g  s o u t h  m a n y  i n f i l l e d  o p e n i n g s  w e r e  p a s s e d .  A 

A t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  l e v e l  o n  t h e  w e s t  s i d e  a c c e s s  c o u l d  b e  g a i n e d  t o  a 
s m a l l  r o o m .  Here t h e  v e i n  p e t e r e d  o u t .  G o i n g  N o r t h  f r o m  t h e  
e n t r a n c e  w i t h  t h e  ' r o o m '  o p e n i n g s  o n  o u r  l e f t  i t  w a s  p o s s i b l e  t o  g e t  
i n t o  s o m e  o f  t h e m .  T h e i r  s i z e  i n c r e a s e d  a s  we p r o c e e d e d  N o r t h  a n d  
i t  b e c a m e  a p p a r e n t  t h a t  we were s e v e r a l  f l o o r s  u p  f r o m  t h e  b o t t o m  o f  
t h e  w o r k i n g s .  O n e  i t e m  o f  n o t e  w a s  t h e  f o o t s t e p s  c u t  i n t o  t h e  
f o o t w a l l s  i n  s e v e r a l  o f  t h e  r o o m s .  A s  t h e  d i p  o f  t h e  v e i n  i s  q u i t e  
s t e e p ,  a b o u t  6 0  d e g ,  t h e  t o t a l  r i s e  i s  a b o u t  2 5 - 3 0 f t .  O n e  w o n d e r s  
i f  h a n d l i n e s  w e r e  u s e d ,  n o  r e m a i n s  w e r e  o b v i o u s .  
T h e  a c c e s s  l e v e l s  o p e n e d  i n t o  t h e  s i d e  o f  a  v a s t  r o o m  w i t h  a f u l l y  
b o a r d e d  i n c l i n e  i n  i t .  T h e  b o t t o m  c o u l d  b e  d i m l y  s e e n ,  t h e  t o p  n o t  
a t  a l l .  T h e  p a r t y  a s c e n d e d  t o  t h e  n e x t  l e v e l  a n d  i n t o  a  t u n n e l  t h a t  
came i n t o  t h e  b a c k  o f  t h e  r o o m .  A f t e r  b e i n g  a s s a i l e d  b y  m a n y  
d o u b t e r s  a n d  i n s p e c t i n g  o t h e r  r o o m s  w e  came a g a i n  t o  g r a s s ,  t h o u s h  
n o t  w h e r e  we  a n t i c i p a t e d .  I t  h a d  b e e n  t h o u g h t  w e  w o u l d  b e  f u r t h e r  
n o r t h .  
L u n c h  w a s  c a l l e d  f o r  i n  t h e  t ime  h o n o u r e d  CAT f a s h i o n  a n d  b e i n g  
s u n n y  o n e  h a d  t o  bow t o  t h e  i n e v i t a b l e .  T i m e  p a s s e d  a n d  i t  was 
t ime  t o  m o b i l i s e ,  g o  d o w n  t o  t h e  v e h i c l e s  a n d  s o  t o  A b e r l l e f e n n i .  
F o e 1  G r o c h a n  i s  a  p l a c e  o f  s u p e r l a t i v e s ,  i m p r e s s i v e  i s  a  r a t h e r  
i n a d e q u a t e  w o r d  t o  d e s c r i b e  t h e  v e r t i c l e  r o o m s  o p e n i n g  t o  d a y l i g h t ,  
s o m e  r o o m s  a p p a r e n t l y  g o  d o w n  b e l o w  s e a  l e v e l .  T h e  w o o d e n  c r a n e s  
a n d  t h e  c a t  w a l k s  t o  t h e m  w e r e  n o t e d  w i t h  w o n d e r  a n d  a m a z e m e n t .  T h e  
o n l y  o t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  t h i s  p l a c e  i s  i n  t h e  N a c h y n l l e t h  
I n f o r m a t i o n  C e n t r e .  On e x i t i n g  i t  w a s  p l e a s a n t  t o  s e e  t h a t  t h e  
i n c l i n e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  s o m e  o f  t h e  w a t e r  b a l a n c e  t y p e ,  w e r e  s t i l l  t h e r e  
i n  t h e  d r e s s i n g  f l o o r s ,  a l t h o u g h  f o r  h o w  m u c h  l o n g e r  i s  a  m o o t  
p o i n t .  



By t h i s  t ime  i t  w a s  f i v e  O ' c l o c k  a n d  i t  w a s  t ime  t o  g o .  T h e  s u n  
w a s  s t i l l  b l a z i n g  a n d  t h e  s c e n e r y  o n  t h e  w a y  b a c k  l o o k e d  t h e  b e s t  
I h a v e  e v e r  s e e n  i t .  A n t o n  a n d  S h e i l a  C . P . T .  s t a y e d  o n  f o r  s e v e r a l  
n o r e  d a y s  a n d  t 3 e i r  r e p o r t  f o l l o w s .  

?1y t h a n k s  t o  D a m i e n  N c C u r d y  f o r  h i s  i n i t i a l  i d e a s ,  E r i c  
G r a y - T h o m a s  o f  C a e r n a f o n  f o r  g u i d i n g  u s  o n  S a t u r d a y ,  A l i s t a i r  
C a m e r o n  f o r  t h e  n o t e s  o n  C o r r i s  a n d  a l l  t h o s e  w h o  g a v e  t h e i r  s u p p o r t  
o v e r  t h e  w e e k e n d .  - ' O u  s o n t  l e s  a u t r e s ' ?  

2 e f s : -  T h e  O l d  C o p p e r  : . l i n e s  o f  S n o w d o n i a  - D .  B i c k  
B u l l e t i n s  o f  P e a k  D i s t r i c t  M i n e s  H i s t o r y  S o c i e t y  

V o l  9  Xo 5 S u m m e r  1 9 8 6  
E r i t t a n i a  ? l i n e  - C o l e m a n  & L a f f o l e y  
V o l  9  No 6 W i n t e r  1 9 8 6  
Cwm B y c h a n  Y i n e  - L a f f o l e y  8 R e x .  

S l a t e  - f r o m  B l a e n a u  F f e s t i n o g  - J .  G .  I s h e r w o o d  
S l a t e  - G w y n e d d  A r c h i v e s  S e r v i c e  - M .  J .  T .  L e w i s  



DANG-L-E ? ' 
Why not ? To a l l  S.R.T. users  and chaps who l i k e  me a r e  b ig  where it r e a l l y  

counts .... i e ,  bovine faece t iousness  .... t h i s  cunni l ing ly  c r y p t i c  t i t l e  w i l l  

i n s t a n t l y  conjure up not ions of underground photography ( wide angle,  see ), 

which of course i s  exac t ly  what it is. 

These photo 's  a r e  presented f o r  t he  purpose of o f f e r ing  a snapshot window 

on our a c t i v i t i e s  on the  C.A.T. Welsh meet August '9. 

This sheave wheel was excavated 
from Syrnne Dylluan mine, Nantlle,  
a f t e r  a f r a c t i o n  of it was spot ted  
poking through the  s c r e e  by one of 
our s eagu l l  eyed members. I won't 
r evea l  h i s  i d e n t i t y  f o r  f e a r  of 
embarrassment but  b a s i c a l l y  he's 
s o  cool, groovy and b r i l l .  

This wheel i s  now s a i d  t o  be 
exhib i ted  a t  Sygun mine with an 
acknowledgement t o  C.A.T. f o r  i t s  
discovery. 

Hand winch, Corr is .  
Note t h e  e l l abo ra t e  
spokes i n  t he  c a s t  
mainwheel and t h e  
means by which it is  
held down, i e ,  a 
prop a t  each corner,  
one of which has been 
removed f o r  t he  
purpose of t h i s  photo. 

(contd. ... .) 



(Why Dangle contd . . . . ) 

inc l ine ,  Corr is  . This was 
not  explored but  a s  Mike 
Mitchel l  with h i s  t y p i c a l  
abhorrence of exaggeration 
was l a t e r  heard t o  say, 

It obviously goes down 
f o r  miles. '  Note the  timber 
deck upon which the  r a i l s  
a r e  fastened.  

Acro junction, Corr is  . 

Superb a i r  winch, Corr is .  

(contd.. .. .) 



(Why Dangle contd . . . . ) 

To the  North (round the  
back ) of Aberllef enni  
t h i s  de r r i ck  s tands over 
one of t he  yawning s h a f t s  
i n t o  the  s l a t e  workings 
below. 

Derrick, 
Aberllefenni . 

Incl ine car ,  
Aberllefenni . 



MEET REPORT 

September 29th, 1991. CONISTON 

Rather than an exploratory meet, t h i s  was more of a working meet. 
The object  was t o  begin the pro jec t  t h a t  has been talked about so  long, 
and which would take several meets t o  complete. 

The idea is t o  es tabl ish  a l ink  across  a gap i n  Taylor's Level 
within the  Red Dell stopes. This would make access t o  o r  from the inner 
reaches of Taylor's Level ea s i e r  and l e s s  time consuming. It would a l so  
make "through t r i p s "  v ia  Triddle Shaf t  and Fleming's Level more 
reasonable and interes t ing.  A second new connection was t o  be 
investigated descending from the  surface i n  Red Dell d i r e c t  t o  the  inner 
pa r t  of Taylor's Level via a very large jammed flat-topped block. Both 
these l i n e s  require a limited number of stemples t o  provide a catwalk. 

Eleven members carr ied rope, timber and too ls  up t o  Taylor's Level 
entrance and Red Dell Stopes. Over the  previous few weeks a small group 
of members had been bolt ing up and across the  walls of the  stope beyond 
the  accessible par t  of Taylor's Level, pas t  the  two barrels .  This route 
was progressed t o  the top of a large rubble slope supported on staging. 
Near here a shor t  intermediate l eve l  was found. A number of members 
descended from the surface of the  stope t o  es tabl ish  contact ,  having 
already lowered the stemples and stowed them. Voice contact w a s  made. 
After some time and more bolt ing and traversing,  the  two groups were 
only about twenty f ee l  apart .  A rope was thrown across and secured. 

Having established the  l i n e  of the  proposed conection, the  rope was 
l e f t  in  posi t ion ready f o r  use i n  f i t t i n g  stemples on a future  meet. 
the  other route from the surface t o  the  f l a t  block w i l l  be r e l a t i ve ly  
easy t o  i n s t a l l .  

Members then returned t o  the comfort of t h e i r  homes, showers and 
beds, only t o  be cal led back t o  Coniston (wearing COMRU ha t s )  a t  
midnight t o  search f o r  and rescue three  people missing i n  Paddy End 
workings. 

They were found sa fe  and well,  having got l o s t  in Top Level 
Extension. 



Meet Report 

VISIT OF THE GREAT ORME EXPLORATION SOCIETY 
CONISTON - 26th 61 27th October 1991 

Meet Leader : Pe te r  Fleming 

Eight members of t h e  above soc ie ty  (G.0.E.S) a r r i v e d  i n  Coniston a t  6 pm. 
on the  Friday evening, f i v e  s taying i n  B & B accommodation and 3 i n  t h e  
B.M.S.C. Cottage. 

The following morning a t  10.30 am. under a cloudy sky, we gathered a t  t h e  
cottage.  Only t h r e e  C.A.T. members a r r ived  t o  a c t  as h o s t s  and guides o the r  
than the  meet leader .  They were Al i sda i r  Cameron, Chris  Jones, and Trevor 
Tucker. Af ter  a b r i e t  in t roductory  t a l k  on t h e  h i s t o r y  and ex ten t  of the  
Coniston Coppermines w e  s e t  of f  up i n t o  t h e  m i s t  t o  Leverswater and "the 
backstr ings".  

I had been advised i n  advance t h a t  most "G.0.E.S" members at tending would 
l i k e  t o  v i s i t  t h e  more remote a r e a s  of t h e  mines and were conversant with 
S.R.T. techniques. Accordingly a r a t h e r  ambitious day ' s  t r i p  had been planned. 
This involved en te r ing  and exploring Levers Water mine then abse i l ing  down v i a  
t h e  o ld  ladderway 200 f t  t o  t h e  bottom of Brow Stope, scrambling up i n t o  Top 
Level Extension, exploring t h i s  and then on t o  Arete Chamber, down the  Paddy 
End through t r i p  and o u t  of Hospital  Level. A s  f a r  a s  I know t h i s  has never 
before been done a l l  i n  one day. However, I d i d  no t  mention t h i s  u n t i l  I knew 
t h e  outcome would be successful .  

Trevor Tucker and I l e d  t h i s  group, who were very impressed by t h e  
colourful  secondary copper deposi t s ,  i . e .  t h e  "Blue Lagoon", e t c . ,  i n  Levers 
Water Mine. To our s u r p r i s e  we found t h e  f i r s t  t h r e e  p i t ches  down Brow Stope 
were a l ready rigged, b u t  not  very competently. We improved t h e  "hangs" and 
f i t t e d  maillons where required.  We assumed t h a t  t h e  ropes had been l e f t  i n  by 
an Outdoor P u r s u i t s  Centre. 

A t  t he  bottom of Brow Stope we met Chris  Jones who had entered by t h e  
Crater  Route and had r igged t h e  t r ave r se  ac ross  "MAGS" catwalk f o r  us. He  had 
with him two l a d s  who had t r a v e l l e d  a l l  t h e  way from Cornwall having heard t h a t  
Coniston Coppermines were worth seeing. Chris  had shown them through Top Level 
Extension. We then d i d  t h e  same f o r  t h e  North Wales group. They saw t h e  o re  
wagon, the  j ackro l l  windlass and "Earthquake Passage" e t c .  

We then returned v i a  MAGs catwalk t o  Arete Chamber and s t a r t e d  t h e  descent 
of t h e  Paddy End through t r i p .  Everything went smoothly. A l l  a r eas  of Top and 
Middle Levels were shown. By now t h e  v i s i t o r s  were saying how surpr ised  they 
were a t  the  s i z e  and complexity of t h e  mine and were thoroughly enjoying the  
t r i p .  A t  this po in t  I t o l d  them it would be t h e  f i r s t  time t h i s  route  has been 
followed i n  its e n t i r e t y  i n  one go, and they were very pleased about t h i s .  We 
ca r r i ed  on down the  l a s t  p i t c h  i n t o  Grey Crag Level and reached Hospital Level 
mouth a t  5.30 pm., having taken allout s i x  hours f o r  t h e  whole t r i p .  

Al i sda i r  Cameron took t h e  o the r  t h r e e  "GOES" members i n t o  t h e  Arete 
Chamber a rea  and then t h e  Levers Water Mine tour .  t h i s  w a s  followed by t h e  
Hospital/Grey Crag Level system. Over a ba r  meal i n  t h e  Black Bull  t h a t  
evening it was evident  t h a t  they were a l l  de l ighted  a t  t h e  day 's  a c t i v i t i e s .  



On Sunday morning only Mike Mitchell  came t o  assist and show the  f l a g  f o r  
C.A.T. An easy day was planned, we were t o  follow the  route  of our Coniston 
Coppermines l e a f l e t ,  which sells so  w e l l  i n  the  v i l l age ,  but  t o  start with a 
v i s i t  i n t o  Deep Level was included, where its h i s t o r y  and fea tu res  were 
described. 

We then showed them the  pump rods i n  the  Old Engine Shaf t  and the  
res to ra t ion  work we  have near ly  completed on the  sheaved winding wheel a t  the  
top. The various wheelpits i n  the  Red D e l l  a rea  were examined. They showed 
much i n t e r e s t  i n  the  s i te  o r  the  o ld  blacksmith's forge near t h e  New Engine 
Shaft  and sa id  it ought t o  be c a r e f u l l y  and thoroughly excavated. 

Then followed a v i s i t  t o  Flemings Mine area. Af ter  t h i s  Triddle Incl ine  
was climbed and the  Triddle Shar t  entered t o  see  the  balance bob. We then 
crossed over the  r idge  t o  Levers Water. 

I was p a r t i c u l a r l y  keen f o r  them t o  have a good look a t  t h e  surface 
remains between Simons Nick and the t a rn .  I believe t h i s  a rea  could provide 
evidence t o  the  expert  eye t o  support my theory t h a t  very e a r l y  mining could 
have taken place here which would pre-date ex i s t ing  documentary evidence 
(1599). The Great Orme Exploration Society,  a s  recent ly  a s  1988, proved t h a t  
p reh i s to r i c  mining took place i n  t h e i r  area. With t h e  ass i s t ance  of the  
B r i t i s h  Museum and carbon dating,  bronze age workings f o r  copper a t  depths of 
up t o  200 f t  below t h e  surface  have been proved, da t ing from 1800 BC. So 
important and extensive were t h e  f inds  which included s tone  and bone too l s ,  
t h a t  a number of t h e i r  members founded a l imited company "Great Orme  Mines 
Limited". They opened a show mine, museum and cafe.  It opened i n  Apri l  t h i s  
year and has had 40,000 v i s i t o r s  i n  s i x  months. (See Ear ly  Mining i n  the  
B r i t i s h  I s l e s  - C.A.T. Library) 

So with t h i s  group of exper ts  including a t  l e a s t  one of t h e  d i rec to r s ,  we 
spent some time examining i n  d e t a i l  the  ground and remains above the  Back 
Str ings .  This included Simons Nick and the  nearby buddle s i te  we excavated two 
years ago. It d id  no t  take them long t o  spot  a stone mortar with two round 
depressions on one s ide .  Soon a second was discovered, having three  
depressions on one s i d e  and two on the  other.  1 catch on quickly, and found a 
t h i r d ,  b u t t h i s  one was broken. These mortar s tones,  sometimes ca l l ed  ore 
dressing stones o r  anv i l s ,  were used f o r  crushing ore  by hand, using stone o r  
i ron hammers and were i n  use over a very long period of time, s t a r t i n g  i n  the  
p reh i s to r i c  period and were sti l l  i n  use i n  the  eighteen hundreds. This 
discovery could be t h e  f i r s t  one proving the  use  of s tone implements i n  the  
Coniston Copper Mines ( b u t  no t  necessar i ly  dat ing back t o  Preh i s to r i c  times). 

O u r  f r iends  from North Wales were very en thus ias t i c  about t h i s  a rea  and 
had sa id  previously t h a t  it would only be a matter of time before someone 
proved t h a t  p reh i s to r i c  mining took place i n  Lakeland, and t h i s  a rea  could be a 
contender. A statement which J. would agree with. ( A  few moments l a t e r ,  what 
appears t o  be the  root  o t  an Elizabethan "coffin" l e v e l  was not iced. )  

Time was g e t t i n g  shor t ,  so  we descended v i a  Boulder Valley and Paddy End 
workings, back t o  the  cot tage ,  where the  group thanked us warmly f o r  our 
h o s p i t a l i t y  and s a i d  they would l i k e  t o  re tu rn  again during the  winter,  having 
been very impressed by what they had seen. 



Conclusion 

The weekend meet was a success from the  point  o r  view of both Soc ie t i e s .  
"G.0.E.S have broadened t h e i r  knowledge of t h e  Coniston Mining F ie ld  under our 
guidance. Some s a i d  the  Saturday T r i p  was t h e  most i n t e r e s t i n g  one they have 
ever  had, whi l s t  the  general walkabout on Sunday inspi red  them t o  say they 
would re tu rn  i n  fu ture .  

From our point  of view, t h e i r  knowledge of e a r l y  mining drew our a t t e n t i o n  
t o  a r t i f a c t s  and fea tu res  we had overlooked, which could lead (with exper t  
archeological  supervision) t o  q u i t e  important d iscover ies  being made. I f  a 
se r ious  inves t iga t ion  is eventual ly  undertaken on this s i t e  C.A.T. should be 
heavily involved. We deserve some recognit ion a f t e r  twelve years  of exploring 
and documenting Coniston Coppermines. 

I was surpr ised  and disappointed a t  t h e  very poor turnout  by C.A.T. 
members t o  support t h i s  meet and welcome t h e  Great Orme Exploration Society.  
Most or  them were very knowledgeable and i n t e r e s t i n g  people, w i t h  a kindred 
i n t e r e s t  from whom we could l ea rn  a l o t .  They a s s i s t e d  i n  car ry ing gear  and 
p i t c h  r igging,  which I f e l t  they should n o t  have been expected t o  do. 

F inal ly ,  1 should l i k e  t o  thank t h e  following members, who came and worked 
hard t o  make the  weekend a memorable one ; Al i sda i r  Cameron, Chr is  Jones, 
Trevor Tucker and Mike Mitchell .  

PETER FLEMING 

HARVEY & Co., LIMITED, Hayle, Cornwall, and T 
M I N E R ' S  T O O L S .  

BUCKING IRON 'e 

CORNISH POLL PIC 

CHARCER AND SCRAPER Q U 
COPPER SHOOTING NEEDLE 



. F-ORTHCOMING MEETS 

D O N ' T  F O R G E T  

Boxing Day Meet ......... As i f  y o u  c o u l d  e v e r  f o r g e t  ...... 
w i l l  b e  h e l d  a t  C o n i s t o n  w i t h  s e v e r a l  i n t e r e s t i n g  t h i n g s  t o  d o  
i n c l u d i n g  a n o t h e r  d i g  a t  M i d d l e  L e v e l ,  s o m e  w o r k  i n  t h e  a r e a  o f  
t h e  o l d  E n g i n e  S h a f t a n d  m u c h  m o r e  b e s i d e s . . . . . .  

A,, \ S.* 

S u n .  J a n .  5 t h  1992 
A g a i n  a t  C o n i s t o n  w h e n  t h e  m u c h  r e q u e s t e d  t r i p  d o w n  t h e  B o n s e r  
E a s t  S h a f t  w i l l  b e  u n d e r t a k e n .  V e t e r a n  I a n  M a t h e s o n  w i l l  l e a d  
t h i s  t r i p  a n d  o n e  c a n  v i e w  s o m e  o f  t h e  o l d e s t  r e m a i n s  a t  
C o n i s t o n .  

The Bonsor  Vein a t  t h e  l o o t  o r  Red D e l l  is a r a s c i n a t i n y  p a r t  01 t h e  
C o n i s t o n  Copper mine because  i t co r l t a i r i s  r e m a i n s  xr  om t h r e e  d i s t i u c t  
min ing  e r a s .  Most o t  t h e  o b v i o u s  I - e m a i ~ i s  a t  t h e  s u r r a c e  a r e  V i c t o r i a n  i n  
o r i g i n .  Deep Leve l  Ad i t  was s t a r t e d  i n  1825 ,  and t h e  Old E u ~ i i i e  S h a f t  
t o g e t h e r  w i t h  its a s s o c i d t e d  l e a t s  a n d  t h e  s t r i k i n y  wa t e r  wheel tower  
was begun i n  1233. Near lv  a I~undi-ed y e a r s  e a 1 - l i e r  C h a r l e s  Rowe of 
H a c k l e s f i e l d  had  mined coppe r  h e r e ,  u s i n g  gunpowder t,a s t o p e  downwards 
f rom t h e  s u r f a c e  f o r  700 f e e t ,  a n d  c o n s t r u c t i n g  t h e  Bonsor E a s t  'diieel t o  
p r o v i d e  power f o r  winding  and pumping. E a r l i e r  s t i l l ,  a round  1600 t h e  
E l i z a b e t h a n s  had worked t h e  mine by hand t o  a d e p t h  of 180  f e e t ,  and 
d r o v e  t h e  c o f f i n  l e v e l  knowl~ a s  C o b b l e r s  Leve l  f o r  d r a i n a g e .  

Remains f rom a l l  t h e s e  works c a n  be  v i s i t e d .  The Old Engine  S h a r t  
winding  w h e e l  h a s  r e c a n - t l y  beell r e s t o r e d  by CAT, and  t h e  pump r o d s  w h i c l ~  
still harig down t h e  s h a f t  have  been s t a b i l i s e d .  I i  I t  is d r y  enough  on  
5 t h  J a n  the11 i t  w i l l  be p o s s i b l e  t o  a b s e i l  down t h e  310 f o o t  s h a f t  and  
t o  walk o u t  t o  day  f rom Lieep L e v e l .  Go i u r t h e r  back i n  time by 
d e s c e n d i n g  Bonsor  E a s t  S h a f h ,  which by t h e  way v e r y  few p e o p l e  have  
done .  About 100  f e e t  trorn t.lre bot,tom t h e  e n t i l - e  s t o p e  is hariti p i c k e d ,  
a n d  t h e r e  is a m a r v e l l o u s  c h i s r l e d  d r a i n a g e  g u l l y  oli t h e  f o o t  w a l l  which 
c h a n n e l s  w a t e r  t o w a r d s  t h e  Cobb l e r  L e v e l .  The re  is still  some e x p l o r i n ~  
t o  be done h e r e .  F u r t h e r  dowri is C h a t - l e s  Rowes wo~.k,  aiid t.ope marks  and 
t i m b e r i n p  f r o m  Lhat e r a  s l , i l l  1 emill. Atter d e s c e ~ l d i l i g  a b o u t  260 f e e t  
one l a n d s  c l o s e  by t h e  1 8 t h  c a s t  i r o n  r i s i x ~ g  wa t e r  p i p e ,  s t i l l  
w i t h  a fraplnel l t  o r  woodell l ~ ~ r r ~ d e r  a t t a c h e d  w h i c h  seems t o  lead 1.he 
pumped w a t e r  I U I  1 her- t,he ~ u i r ~ e .  l f ie e a s t e ~  11 ~ x t ~ e n t i u l ~  of Erep Level  
which is b l o c k e d  rrom j d i l  contsj.n:; s e v e r a l  i n t e t - e sL in t ;  a r t e f a c t , =  
a n d  a  u n i q u e  exsinple  ox unde1-11a11il s t o p i n g ,  as wel l  a s  soure c o l o u r f  u l l  
m i n e r a l i s a t i o n  and  a smll  s l a t e  work ing .  To  each h e r e  is a n o t h e r  300  
f o o t  p l u s  a b s e i l  w i t h  d p i - u s s ~ c k  o u t  t h e  same way. I i  you do  a l l  th r -ee  
you w i l l  have  dolie c l o s e  on 900  f e e t  of a b s e i l i n g  bv t h e  end CII t h e  d a y !  



FORTHCOMING MEET - SAT 25TH JAN 1991 - FLORENCE MINE 

F l o r e n c e  m i n e  i s  a l l  t h a t  r e m a i n s  o f  t h e  h a e m a t i t e  m i n e s  o f  West 
C u m b r i a .  I t  p r o d u c e s  h i g h  q u a l i t y  h a e m a t i t e  f o r  t h e  p a i n t  
i n d u s t r y  a n d  a n n e a l i n g  o r e s  f o r  t h e  s t e e l  i n d u s t r y .  R e c e n t l y  a n  
i n c l i n e  d r i f t  h a s  b e e n  c o r n p l a t e d .  T h i s  a l l o w s  a s e c o n d  m e a n s  o f  
a c c e s s  f r o m  t h e  s u r f a c e .  P r e v i o u s l y  a l l  a c c e s s  w a s  v i a  t h e  
F l o r e n c e  s h a f t .  
I n c o m e  f r o m  v i s i t o r s  a u g m e n t s  t h a t  f r o m  o t h e r  s o u r c e s  a n d  a  
c h a r g e  o f  £ 5 . 0 0  p e r  h e a d  w i l l  b e  m a d e .  T h e  t r i p  t a k e s  2 3  h r s .  
a n d  n o  m i n e r a l  c o l l e c t i n g  i s  a l l o w e d .  S t a r t i n g  9.30 a.m. 
T h e  m a n a g e m e n t  h a v e  s a i d  t h a t  a m i n i m u m  p a r t y  o f  2 0  i s  r e q u i r e d  
f o r  t h e m  t o  o p e n  t h e  m i n e ,  t h e r e f o r e  w o u l d  t h o s e  p e o p l e  w h o  a r e  
i n t e r e s t e d  p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  I a n  M a t h i e s o n ,  T e l :  05394 3 2 9 5 7  b e f o r e  
8 t h  D e c e m b e r  1991. 
A f t e r  t h e  F l o r e n c e  t r i p  i t  i s  h o p e d  t o  v i s i t  H a i g  E n g i n e  h o u s e  i n  
W h i t e h a v e n  a n d  B i l l  C r e i g h t o n s '  m i n e r a l  m u s e u m  i n  C o c k e r m o u t h .  
P l e a s e  n o t e  - I f  t h e  F l o r e n c e  t r i p  i s  c a n c e l l e d  t h e  v i s i t  t o  t h e  
m u s e u m  a n d  H a i g  w i l l  n o t  g o  a h e a d .  

N.A.M.H.O. Biennial Field Event A L I S ~ R  CRHEQS 

At the N.A.M.H.O. committee meeting on November 3rd delegates 
heard about the Biennial Field Event which is planned for the 
weekend of June 27th 6 28th next year. The event is to be 
based at the Ironbridge Gorge Museum and will include trips to 
local mining areas, seminars on the theme of preserving mining 
sites and instruction on such diverse subjects as single rope 
technique and taking underground video recordings. The hosts 
are the Shropshire Caving and Mining Club and the cost is a 
mere L5:OO. Contact Sheila for further details. O I Z ~ ~ Q ~ R ~ P E W Z E .  

The committee meeting was held at the Clearwell Mine in the 
Forest of Dean. a magnificent area for walking and exploring 
industrial remains. Much of the work of the National 
Association is concerned with legal problems to do with mining 
sites. N.A.M.H.O. considers that the problem of greatest 
concern to them at the moment is that of the Coniston Mine and 
the various legal conflicts which have taken place there 
recently. They believe that the outcome is of national 
importance and are awaiting developments with extreme 
interest. 

One other important point at the meeting was that MOLES (The 
Mines of Lakeland Exploration Society) have been granted 
membership of the National Association. Afterwards the MOLES, 
CAT, and LMQT delegates got together and agreed that, in these 
difficult times of conflict with the National Park. The 
National Trust and other bodies, co-operation was essential on 
issues of conservation and on occasions combined action should 
be employed to fight for our cause. 



Do You WANT TO 

Explore local mines? 
Learn underground surveying? 
Attend seminars on preserving mining sites? 
Learn how to take underground video recordings? 
Have a conducted surface tour of local mines? 
Learn single rope techniques? 
Buy books or equipment? 

WHATEVER YOUR INTEREST, WE CAN C m  FOR YOU 

WHEN? June 27-28th 1992 

WHAT? This is the biannual field meet of the National Association of Mining 
History Organisations 

WHO? Anyone with an interest in mining history or underground exploration 

COST: £5.00 per person for the weekend 

HOSTS: Shropshire Caving & Mining Club 
r-------------------------------------- l 

I DETAILS: Can be obtained by sending an A5 S.A.E. to: I 
I I 
I ADRIAN PEARCE 

I 
I 

72, Hopkins Heath, Shawbirch, Telford, Shropshire, TF5 OLZ 
I 

I I 
I I 
I TEL: 0952-2533 10 I 
L---------------------------------------I 



REPRINT 
These photos appeared i n  t h e  l a s t  newsle t te r  however due t o  a t e c h n i c a l  

g l i t c h  t h e i r  s tandard of reproduct ion was below par .  The e d i t o r  has k indly  
of fered  t o  republ i sh  them here  i n  order  t o  g e t  a  good copy on the  record.  

B36 l e v e l  dig.  Logan Beck. 

The S i s i s .  

F n r  t h e  accompanying t e x t  see news le t t e r  No 30 pages 6 ,7  and 9. 



Wm, Creighton Mineral Museum 
Harford House, 
2, Crown Street, 

Cockermouth 
Cumbria. 

CA13 OEJ 

A private collection of mainly Northern England 
minerals, incorporating the Late Wm. Shaw mineral 
collection. 

Miners lamps, tools, original artefacts and 
photographs are on permanent display. 

Schools & Private Parties welcome by 
arrangement. 

Tel: 0900 828301 
Entrance Charge 

Adults 50p 
Children under 14 years 25p 

Gallery exhibiting Local Artists paintings alongside 
the museum, no charge 




