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Review: "Beneath the Lakeland Fells" 
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Stamphill Mine, Kirbythore (lan Bretherton) 
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MEETS REPORT - Hodge Close Quarries, March 22nd 1992. (Alastair Cameron) 
MEETS REPORT - Descent of Bonsor East Stopes, Jan 5th 1992. (lan Matheson) 
Report by Meet Secretary. (lan Matheson) 
MEETS REPORT - Descent below Grey Crag Level, Coniston, February 2nd 1992, 
(Dave Bridge) 
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MEETS REPORT - Honister Slate Workings, February 23rd 1992 (Alastair Cameron). 
Scheduling of Mining Sites - an example of required layout (Dave Blundell) 
National and International News from NAMHO. 

We must thank Peter and Margaret Fleming who, yet again, have printed this newsletter and then collated it 
all together in its final form. 

COMMENT - 
There has been a slight delay in producing this newsletter and much has happened in the 
intervening time. A quick glance at the contents of the pages as we "put it to bed" shows a 
marked cosmopolitan theme. As well as a selection of information on Coniston and other 
parts of the County there are two articles on Wales (both Corris), news from around the 
country and abroad. This must show, if nothing else, a greater awareness of what is going 
on further away and an increased ability by members to travel there. 

At a recent meet some concern was being expressed by a very prominent member that the 
"fire had gone out of the Society". What had happened to all the exploration and pushing of 
new ground? This took a number of us aback. One only has to look at the contents of this 
edition to see an important report of a major new find at Paddy End, Coniston. The meets 
since 'the last AGM i r ~  December have been extremely well attended and many new members 
who are themselves competent at underground work are beginning to make their mark. There 
can be very few societies involved in the outdoors that have such a high proportion of 
extremely active members as CAT. A new edition of the Mine Explorer is being put together 
and CATS new book must be seen as a success for the Society. Nevertheless, perhaps we 
do need to direct our attentions more to some fundamental exploration which, lets face it, is 
how the Society evolved to its present strength. So lets have some suggestions for Mure 
meets and even meet leaders. 

The next newsletter is due out in July. Please send all copy to the editor, Alen McFadzean, 
7, Silver Street, Marton, nr Ulverston. LA12 ONQ. Any complaints about this edition are not 
Alen's fault! Due to other commitments he had to forego this edition and it was put together 
by Alastak Cameron who can't help having the occasional dig at COMRU (page 22), secretly 
keeping his fingers crossed that he will never require their services! 



NEWS & INFORMATION etc. 

Plannina Board's concern at Quarry Sites 

The Lake District Special Planning Board is getting concerned about the state of a 
number of abandoned workshops at slate quarrying sites in the south of the Lake 
District. In particular, Moss Rigg and Broughton Moor workings have been mentioned. 
Although these sites are still being worked, slate is taken to Kirby for further 
processing and the workshops at the quarries are no longer used. Feelings within the 
Society are mixed. Clearly some debris should be removed but many consider that 
sites should be left as they are and that the Board have a manic fetish about returning 
everything to its former pristine virginal state. 

alls Slate Office 

Applications are invited for the post of Office Manager for Mandalls Slate Office. The 
manager will be expected to arrange displays of artefacts, photographs etc. Please 
contact the Chairman or Secretary if you are interested. The successful applicant will 
enjoy enhanced status far beyond hislher wildest dreams! 

Honister Slate Workinas I ease 

We understand that the lease for the Honister site has been put up for sale by the 
lease owners, McAlpines of Penrhyn. We have few other details but it is rumoured that 
a very large sum is being asked for. 

Prehistoric h h n a  in Cornwall . . 

We have received details of a one day conference to be held on 1 l th July at the 
Cambome School of Mines. The conference will deal with prehistoric mining in 
Cornwall including Bronze Age mining. If anyone is interested, contact the Secretary. 

Recently a party from Clifton College, Bristol, who were staying at the Barrow Club 
cottage at the Coppermines, were shown round parts of the mine by Pete Fleming and 
Sheila Barker. The trip included MAGS Catwalk and Top Level Extension. The group 
kindly made a generous donation to society funds in appreciation. 

An excellent little booklet has been produced by NAMHO to help beginners start 
researching into mining sites etc. If anyone would like a copy, contact the Secretary. 

There are still a number of members who still haven't renewed their subscription for 
this year. It's quite possible that they have forgotten completely or aren't sure whether 
they did or not. If you are not sure, please phone the secretary on 0229 472296. If you 
know you haven't paid just put a cheque for ten pounds into an envelope and send it 
to The Membership Secretary, Andrew Sibbald, 46 Luke Street, Barrow. No need to 
put in a covering note, he'll understand. 



COVENANTING OF ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS 

Since 1987 C.A.T.M.H.S. has been registered as a "Charitable Organisation", which 
allows tax paying members of the Society to covenant their subscriptions if they so 
wish. 

The simple procedure only requires the completion of two forms in the first year of 
application. No further forms are needed in subsequent years. The Society is then able 
to reclaim annually from the Inland Revenue a sum corresponding to the tax paid on 
the member's subscription. 

At the present rate of tax, this amounts to £3.34 for each £10 membership 
subscription. Currently about half of our members have covenanted their subscriptions 
and this is producing an extra income, from the Inland Revenue, of about £ l 0 0  a year. 
If you would like to consider covenanting, or if you are not sure whether you have 
done so, or if you would like any further information, please contact:- 

The Treasurer, 
Mr. John Helme, 
3 Town View Road, 
Ulverston, 
Cumbria. 
LA12 7HH 

Tel 0229 54895 

TRAGEDY IN TURKEY (From the NAMHO's Newsletter) 

The "Mining Journal" of 15th November 1991 carried a report of a serious incident in 
an old mine near Sirnak in SE Turkey. 

A party of 12 mine explorers had illegally entered an old mine and they were caught 
by a serious roof fall. Nine members of the party were killed in the accident! 

THC S C o T S h A p  l 7 / ~ / ~ ~  c 
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Unique ,'g neolithic flint mine found 
By Fmnk Uquhart 

A T E A M o f ~ l o g i s t s t l a s  
uncovered evidence of Scot- 
land's only prehistoric flint 
mine near the Bucban coastal 
village of Boddam. 

dve m*?oCm- complex mine thafb at 
the flint pits at the Den of 
Boddam been described m 
ono the most ~ t c a n t  
fin& ln qa%laad In ncent 
m 9 -  

~ ~ 0 0 0 .  old site ' is- 
believed to - E e  been the 
principal pource of the raw 
matenal for the arrowheads, 
k n i v ~ ~ d ~ p e r a u s e d b y  

. tbs north- p 
O&mpianls 

regional qcbologist, said: 
'm0 intoMP multa confirm 

l 

that this is an archaelogical 
dto unique in Scotland. It ? r e  
vides .significant insights Into 
the industrial activities of the 
prehistoric inhabitant+" 

Preliminary investigations 
- at the fivbacrc site wen made 
last summy,by a team led by 
*Alan Saville, head of the 
'artefact reseatch unit of the 
archaeology department oFthe 
National Museums of, Scot- 
land. He is planniog to return 
to the dte again thla summer 
to complete hb investigations 
at the complex of shafts, some 
more than three metres deep. 

He said: "Flint is a very ran 
rock in Scotland in any 
quantity or q e i t y  and the 
geobg~cal depos~t at Boddam 
IS very peculiar. We think that 
it is ,the remains of a very 
mcicnt beach and that a very 

unusual combination of cir- 
cumstances has -led to this 
deposit still surviving with 
very large flint cobbles in it. 

"Prehistoric people, when 
they occupi* the area, 
obviously realised that these 
cobbles wen there, probably 
because they found some loose 
cobbles in the stream that runs 
through the floor of the Den. 

'They then set 'about -- 
quarrying down into. the 
deposit by digging a senes of . 
vertical shafts." Mr Saville 
said then had been specula- 
tion about the flint pits since 
the mid 19th century, but 
there had been only one p m  
vious, but inconclusive ex- 
cavation at the site in 19 18. 

The discovery of the mines,. 
he said, had aroused consider- 

able excitement within / 
archaeological circles. 

"Evidence of similar flint 
mines has been discovered in 
East Anglia and the southcast 
of England," explained Mr 
Saville. "But these mina at 
Boddam are the only onts to 
have been found in Scotland. 
That is why the site is so im- 

l 
portant." 
- He continued: "It is a very ', 
extensive site and you could 
go on working then for years 
and years. We have to put a 
limit on the objectives of our 
project. What we a? hopiq 
to do by the end of thla seasoll 
is to provide a firm date for 
the mining activity and also 
some firm information about I 
the technology used in the I 
mining. 



NATIONAL COAL BOARD NORTH WESTERN DIVISION FlRE AND RESCUE BRIGADE 

IN CASE OF 

- - -  p 

TELEPHONE THE CENTRAL FlRE AND RESCUE STATION 

WINSCALES 
(URGENT LIFESAVING CALL) 

It is most important that the Brigade should be called 
at the earliest possible moment. To expedite the call 
the words "Urgent Lifesaving Call" should be used 
when speaking to the Telephone 'Exchange and 
EXPLAIN T H E  NATURE OF THE OCCURRENCE 

Other Rescue Stations are:- I Telephone or Telegraph 
BENWELL TOWER, 

NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE I NEWCASTLE ...... ...- ...... 33133-4 

BOOTIISTOWN, LANCASHIRE I WALKDEN ...... Dial 061 Wal. 2215-6 

SEND someone to show the Brigade the best road into the premises. 

The Maximum Size of Rescue Vehicle is 25ft. long, 7ft. 6ins. wide and 9ft. 3ins. high. 
- 

. . d . .  ' 

1' ' 
; , ,.- - 



NEW MEMBERS 

The Society would like to welcome the following new members into their midst: 

Mr & Mrs Jackson 
Mr E Rumney 
Mr E Brown 
Mr J Parry 
Mr P Hay 
Mr J Knowles 
Mr E D Brown 

It's hoped that they will actively join in with all aspects of the Society. 

(It's about time that Peter Hay end Jon Knowles joined! They have been exploring underground mining remains 
for longer than they care to remember. Their knowledge of workings in Wales, Cumbria and the Pennines is 
extensive). 

REVIEW "Beneath the Lakeland Fells" 

There are many thousands of "coffee-table" publications written about the Lake District and 
at first sight this appears to be just another. But leaf through the pages and it's obviously 
different. 

The concept is excellent. To one who has only a passing interest in underground workings 
I found the book fascinating and, as well as being interesting to lay people, it will also appeal 
to specialists. The notion of having a different author for each section was inspired. Clearly 
each contributor had expert knowledge and is a leading authority in their subject. With a total 
of eleven writers, one detects an interesting variety of styles. But this doesn't detract at all 
from the overall impression and even enhances it. 

The photographs, in general, are good and some excellent. The fact that there are none in 
colour does not seem to matter. Often black and white is a much better medium for prints 
where the stark nature of the scene must be emphasised. I found the photographs from the 
turn of the century much more interesting as they showed actual working scenes. The captions 
for the plates are exceptionally clear and give enough information without being too technical 
or long. 

The layout of the text and photographs is well-planned with the respective prints grouped at 
the end of each chapter. The glossary of mining terms and bibliography are adequate. 

One criticism of the book is the dust cover. The photographs on the front and back of the dust 
cover are too small and not particularly clear. The title style is poor, doesn't stand out well 
and in particular I did not like the lower case lettering of "Lakeland" and "Fells". Also poor 
was the colour of the surround which looked like a blue sky covered with snowflakes. There 
was also no reference to the authors or publisher. The subject of the picture is adequate but 
one of a larger underground area such as the photograph of Cathedral Cavern on page 76 
would have been better, or even an above-ground shot. 

The book should prove useful in helping to counteract the views of those who see mining 
sites as eyesores which must at all cost be obliterated for ever. I suggest "Beneath the 
Lakeland Fells" is a useful reference book rather than a field guide. 

P.M.C. 

Note: Available t o  CAT and NAHMO Members a t  a special  discount price of £13.50 



LETER FROM THE LAXLEY MINES RESEARCH GROUP 

D e a r  Namho Member  

I f e e l  s u r e  t h a t  e v e r y o n e  is now a w a r e  t h a t  t h e  B i e n n i a l  
C o n f e r e n c e  is t o  b e  h e l d  i n  t h e  Isle o f  Man n e x t  y e a r  and  
t h a t  many p e o p l e  w i l l  b e  a s k i n g  t h e  q u e s t i o n  'Why s o  f a r  
away?" The answer  is q u i t e  s i m p l y  what w e  h a v e  t o  o f f e r .  

The  d e c i s i o n  was made f o l l o w i n g  t h e  r e q u e s t  f r o m  o t h e r  
o r g a n i s a t i o n s  t o  c h a n g e  f rom h o s t i n g  a  F i e l d  Meet on  t h e  

& A  evsi, I s l a n d ,  i n  view o f  t h e  d i e t a n c e  p e o p l e  would h a v ~  ts '-- 
t h i s  b e i n g  a g r e e d  i n  1990. 

F i r s t l y ,  how many o f  you h a v e  been  t o  o u r  I s l a n d  b e f o r e  and  
how l o n g  a g o ?  The Isle o f  Man r e a l l y  h a s n ' t  c h a n g e d  a t  a l l ,  
i n  f a c t  i t 's a  l a n d  c a u g h t  i n  t i m e .  Our s u g g e s t i o n  is t o  
make y o u r  v i s i t  a  f a m i l y  h o l i d a y  and  s t a y  f o r  t h e  week o r  
l o n g e r  - t h e  Isle o f  Man i s n ' t  a l l  a b o u t  mines .  

The c o n f e r e n c e  d a t e s  h a v e  been  set f o r  F r i d a y  2 3 r d  t o  Honday 
2 6 t h  A p r i l ,  1993, a t  t h e  Hanx Huseum i n  Doug la s ,  wh ich  o f f e r s  
a  s u p e r b  h i - t e c h  200 s e a t  l e c t u r e  t h e a t r e ,  w i t h  s e m i n a r  rooms 
a n d  a s s o c i a t e d  f a c i l i t i e s .  

A s  w e  a r e  s l i g h t l y  i s o l a t e d  f rom t h e  m a i n l a n d  w e  h a v e  d e c i d e d  
t o  s t a r t  w e l l  i n  a d v a n c e  a n d  g e t  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  i n f o r m a t i o n  
o u t  e a r l y  i n  o r d e r  t h a t  b o o k i n g s  a r e  made i n  good t i m e .  W e  
would l i k e  t o  h e a r  f r o m  you a s  s o o n  a s  p o s s i b l e ,  i f  you a r e  
i n t e r e s t e d  i n  coming t o  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e ,  i n  o r d e r  t h a t  w e  may 
o b t a i n  a n  e a r l y  i d e a  o f  numbers.  Also ,  s h o u l d  a n y o n e  wi sh  t o  
g i v e  a  l e c t u r e  o r  t a l k ,  w e  would l i k e  t o  h e a r  f r o m  you  soon .  

The  I s l a n d ,  i n  g e n e r a l ,  o f f e r s  more accommodat ion t h a n  
p r e v i o u s  c o n f e r e n c e s  p u t  t o g e t h e r ,  p l u s  b e a u t i f u l  s c e n e r y  - 
many b e a c h e s ,  r o c k y  c o v e s ,  g l e n s  a n d  w a t e r f a l l s ,  h i l l s  and  
moun ta ins .  E x p l o r e  t h e  c a s t l e s  and  dungeons  and  o t h e r  
museums and  a n c i e n t  sites. 
1993 h a s  been  d e s i g n a t e d  "Year o f  R a i l w a y s a ,  a s  1993 is t h e  
c e n t e n a r y  y e a r  o f  t h e  f amous  Hanx E l e c t r i c  R a i l w a y ,  s p e c i a l  
e v e n t s  b e i n g  h e l d  a l l  summer. Trams 1 & 2 a re  t h e  o l d e s t  
o p e r a t i n g  electric t r a m c a r s  still i n  r e g u l a r  s e r v i c e  on t h e i r  
o r i g i n a l  l i n e s  anywhere  i n  t h e  wor ld .  I t  is hoped  t o  i n v o l v e  
t h e  t r a m c a r s  i n  a n  e v e n i n g  s o c i a l  e v e n t .  

And if you a r e  s t i l l  u n d e c i d e d ,  may w e  f i n a l l y  m e n t i o n  t h a t  
t h e  Is le o f  Man is home t o  a  r e a s o n a b l e  s i z e d  w a t e r  wheel  and  
mine s i t e  and  many m i n i n g  t r i p s  a b o v e  and  be low g r o u n d .  

R a c h e l  R o b e r t s o n  
C o n f e r e n c e  C o - o r d i n a t o r  

Lets hope that we can arrange for a large group from CAT to go over. If anyone would 
like more details they should contact Sheila Barker or the Conference Co-ordinator, 
Rachel Robertson, telephone number 0624 674702. 



WANTED 
The Publicity Officer wishes to borrow any photographs which might be of use in 
forthcoming and future publicity material. If you have any which you think are 
particularlyoutstanding and could be useful to him, please telephone him on 
0386 750494 or write to A D Cameron, 18 Beck Yeat, Coniston, Cumbria. 
Any material used will be suitably credited and returned promptly, all types of 
material accepted - colour prints with negs., b & W prints with negs. or colour 
slides. Surface shots as well as underground ones gladly received. 



Stamphill Mine, Kirbythore, old British Gypsum mine. GR.656254. 

At Kirbythore turn right off the A66 (from Penrith), go through 
the village, past the British Gypsum factory. Continue along the 
road until you have gone over the Carlisle - Settle railway 
bridge, (if you miss the bridge the road ends in a 'T' junction, 
turn round and have another go). Just after the bridge there is a 
track to the right to Stamphill Farm, marked footpath, just up the 
road the verges are fairly wide. 

Walk along the track, straight past the farm, carry on round tu 
the right under the bridge then over the covered conveyor, still 
working. Continue along the track step off just before you drop 
into a pit, keeping hedge to the left walk along side. (Normally 
you can see a white sign the other side of the pit, if you walk 
past the sign and round to the left you will see a padlocked 
entrance to an incline, which can be accessed from inside). Over 
the gate then at the fence take the big stile on the left, and 
straight in front is the depression/ collapsed caverns walk around 
the depression to the right (south). Over stile out of view of 
farm down to the corner of the fence, once over the fence head 
towards the two conifers on there own. Continue round past the 
trees with the hole on left, walk across the ridge, once on the 
peak straight down, then to the left under arch then in. From the 
peak straight ahead can be seen an easier entrance. Even in 
summer the paths are easy to follow down to the entrances. If 
anybody is in the need of parts for 1950's / 60's cars then this 
is the ideal place. 

Once in side continue down the inclines until reaching a level 
which connects to the left with a main incline, refer to the rough 
sketch. Further explorations are predicted. 

'By Ian Bretherton. 



I v i s i t e d  t l l is  c o a l  f i ~ i n e  o n  S a t u r d a y  1 3 t h  o f  J a n u a r y  1 3 9 2  w i t h  t h e  
r n a n a g s r  r J o l l n  Agnsw. Tile , n i n e  a t  p r s s e n t  i s  o n  care  a n d  
, n a i n t e n a t l c e .  The  m a n a g e r  i n s p e c t s  t h e  n i n e  e v e r y  d a y ,  c h e c k i n q  
v e n t i l a t i o n ,  r o o f  a n d  s i d e s  a n d  purnpin;  w a t e r  o u t .  

T i l e r e  a r e  t w o  n a i n  r o a d s  i n t o  t h e  m i n e .  One  i s  t h e  i n t a k e  r o a d .  
i l r i v e n  down o n 2  i n  f o c l r  a m  s u p p o r t ~ d  by  1 3  X 1 9  f t  s t e e l  a r c q e s  
ai ld c o v e r e d  by s t e e l  s h e e t s .  I n  t h i s  r o a d w a y  r u n s  a  36 i n c h  
c o n v e y o r  down i n t o  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  n e a d i n ~ s .  A s t a n d a r d  2 f  t.3-4 
G a u g e  r a i l d a y  s y s t e m  r u n s  t h e  f u l l  l e n ~ t h  o f  t h e  i n t a k e  t i l l  j u s t  
b e l o w  2 Zast  S p l i t  a n d  a n  e l e c t r i c  P i c k r o s e  H a u l a q e  s i t e d  o n  t h e  
s u r f a c e  s 2 r v e s  t n i s .  I n e r e  a r e  t w o  sma l l  p u ; n p i n 2  s t a t i o n s  a n d  
l o d , % e s  o n  t h i s  r o a d w a y .  

T h e  f i r s t  2 3  o n  t h e  ;nap  i s  D10 ; I o n a  Puinp a n d  a t  P 1  a n  e l e c t r i c  
t u r b i n e  pump. A t  a l l  l o d q e s ,  b e l t  d r i v e s  a n d  21ec t r i c  2 a n e l s  s a f e t y  
d a r r i c k s  a r e  s e t  t o  s t o p  t u b s  r u n n i n q  a w a y .  A l s o  i n  t n i s  r o a d w a y  3  
X 4 v i t c l a l o c  p i p e  r a n s e s  a r e  a t  t h e  r i q h t  l a n d  s i d e .  One  f o r  
c o m p r s s s e d  a i r ,  a  pump r a n g e  and  water  f o r  f i r e  f i q h t i n ; :  a n +  d u s t  
r e p r e s s i o n .  3 e a v y  s t o n e  d u s t  b a r r i e r s  a r e  i n  u s e  i n  t ? i s  r ~ a d .  T h i s  
r o a d w a y  i s  9 0 0 m t  i n .  T h e  s e c o n d  r o a d w a y ,  t h e  r e t u r n  i s  d r i v e n  down 
a r . , rade o f  1 i n  3 - 7 3  t o  a  d i s t a n c e  o f  7 7 0 m t .  I t  i s  s u p p o r t e d  b y  13 
X 10 a r c h e s  down t o  d e v e l o p m e n t  h e a d i n g s .  On2 pump l o d ~ e  i s  s e r v i n ?  
t n i s  r o a d w a y ;  P4 a n d  e l e c t r i c  D6 Mona Pump. 4  s t e e l  t r a c k  r u n s  i n  
t h e  i n i d d l e  s o  a l l  t h e  h e a v y  , n i n e  e q u i p m e n t  c a n  b e  t r a n s p o r t e d  
s a f e l y .  T h e  r o a d  a l s o  h a s  3 X 4  i n c h  r a n g e s  f o r  t h e  same u s e  a s  t h ?  
i n t a k e ,  s a f e t y  w a r r i c k s  a r e  i n  u s e  a n d  h e a v y  s t o n e  d u s t  b a r r i e r s .  
A t  t h e  e n t r a n c e  t o  t h e  r e t u r n  a i r w a y  i s  t h e  f a n  h o u s e  w 5 i c h  h o l d s  
f o u r  e x t r a c t i n g  f a n s .  O n l y  t w o  a r e  i n  u s e  a t  p r e s e n t .  On t h e  
s u r f a c e  a n  e l e c t r i c  P i c k r o s e  Y a u l a 5 e  s e r v e s  t h i s  r o a d w a y .  

I f o u n d  t h e  s a f e t y  i n  t h i s  m i n e  t o  a v e r y  h i g h  s t a n d a r d .  Z o a d w a y s  
w e l l  s t o n e  d u s t e d ,  Eire  f i g h t i n g  e q u i p m e n t  a t  a l l  e l e c t r i c a l  
p o i n t s ,  pumps  a n d  b e l t  d r i v e s  p l u s  f i r s t  a i d  c o n t a i n e r s .  

C P pumps a r e  u s e d  t o  sump t h e  d e v e l o p e n t  h e a d i n g  o u t  a s  r e q u i r e d ,  
t h e s e  b e i n g  c o m p r e s s e d  a i r  d r i v e r s .  T h e  d s v e l o p m e n t  h e a d i n g s  a r e  
a l l  s u p p o r t e d  b y  1 3 f t  G i n  X l o f t  RSJ a n d  c o v e r e d  when  r e q u i r e d  b y  
s n e e t s  o r  w e l d  m e s h  i n  t h e  t h i r l s  i n  b e t w e e n  i n t a k e  ancl r e t u r ~ l .  
Roof b o l t s  h o l d i n g  m e s h  i n  b e t w e e n  l<SJ w a s  u s e d  a n d  a  9 a s c o  H e a d i n g  
M a c h i n e  u s s d ,  a l s o  a n  u n d e r c u t  c o a l  c u t t e r  was u s e d  a l o n g  w i t h  
b o r i n g  a n d  f i r i n g  t h z n  h a n d  f i l l i n g .  T h e  v e n t i l a t i o n  i n  t h e  
d e v e l o p i ~ l e n t s  was b y  2 4  i n c h  e l e c t r i c  f o r c i n , ~  a n d  e x t r a c t i n g  f a n s  
u s i n g  l i g h t  a l l o y  t u b i n g .  

A s  I s t a t e d  b e f o r e ,  t h i s  ; n i n e  i s  s e t  u p  t o  a v e r y  h i g h  s t a n d a r d  a n d  
I w o u l d  t a a n k  >1r J o h n  4 g n e w  f o r  n y  v i s i t .  

I w i l l  r e p o r t  f u r t h e r  o a  t h e   ore d e t a i l e d  o p e r a t i o n s  9 n c e  t h i s  
n i n e  r l s t a r t s  u p .  





yet something else on C0r r i~  

Exploration at Corris is becoming extremely popular. It seems that this remote corner 
of Central Wales is at last getting the attention that it deserves. Unfortunately this isn't 
without problems. Recently a group from Bristol University Caving Club were ordered 
off land close to the Foel Grochan slate mining area. In February a small party of CAT 
members, despite showing extreme discretion, were asked by a lone individual to keep 
out of the Braich Goch workings. When asked why, they were informed that a 
considerable amount of vandalism had occurred underground. 'This seemed an 
unjustified reason for excluding members of a society such as CAT so, after he had 
gone, the plans for the day were undertaken without alteration. 

Further trips have been made to Foel Grochan where on one occasion it was 
attempted to walk through the hill from the forestry workings to the Foel Grochan site. 
The entrance close to the old crane jib was accessed but some distance along an 
enormous roof fall blocked the route. The group were sure that it was once possible 
to pass right through on this horizon and felt that the roof fall was fairly recent. Some 
weeks later another CAT group confirmed that the through route was well and truly 
open when they walked right through to emerge in the Hengae Valley after viewing 
immense chambers on the way. 

A major trip was undertaken on Easter Bank Holiday Monday when a small group of 
four CAT members successfully undertook the Gaewern to Braich Goch through trip. 
The group entered Gaewern by what was probably Scwd No 4 Level and exited some 
five hours later at Braich Goch No 5 Level. Route finding was the major problem and 
the trip is extremely sporting. A number of the descents are by forebreast staircases 
which require extreme care to avoid plunging hundreds of feet into the black void 
beneath. Fortunately one member of the group, Jon Knowles, had done the trip before 
- else we'd still be there now! A full report is given elsewhere in the newsletter. It is 
planned to return to Braich Goch in the summer when, if the sun is shining, the 
spectacle of the "sundial" can be seen in a chamber off No 6 level. The chamber is 
over 300ft high and through a narrow slit in the roof the suns rays produce an effect 
similar to a pin-hole camera. Many years ago someone laid out a line of boulders on 
the chamber floor marking the hours. 

Peter Hay of CAT also reports that the Floor No 7 at the remote Ratgoed workings in 
the Corris area has recently been re-opened by members of the Shropshire Mining 
and Caving Club. 

We intend to go back to Corris from time to time and if anyone is interested they 
should contact Mark Simpson (05242 41 920) or Alastair Cameron (0386 750494). 

ADC March '92 
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MEETS REPORT C o r r i s ,  E a s t e r  Monday 1992. 

The plan to go down to Corris at Easter was only proposed at the last minute and was included in the recent 
news-sheet. Consequently only four members gathered at the car park in the centre of the village. These 
included Jon Knowles, Mark Simpson and two Camerons. Jon had not travelled far, having spent the 
previous few days acting as guard on the Ffestiniog railway (Bank Holiday Monday was his day off). The 
two Camerons had left Coniston at 5am but had made good time and had managed a huge fry-up at the 
Little Chef behvetn Corris and Dollgellau on the way. Mark, complete with family, arrived in the Simpson 
family doxmobile which was disgorging vital fluids over the Coms car park. After sorting themselves out 
and having a bit of a chat the group proceeded to tackle the task of the day which was to do the Gaewern 
to Braich Goch through trip. 

The route is complex but the group were fortunate that they had some information to go on. CAT member 
Peter Hay is the expert on this part of Coms and the Camerons had met him the day before at Coniston 
Copper Mines. Also on a previous occasion Jon had been taken along the route and thought he could 
remember it. Jon became instant "meet leader", a post he accepted graciously. 

Starting point was the main road at Upper Coms village where a rough track leads up the hillside to the west 
and eventually to an entrance which is probably Scwd No.4 Level. To get to the entrance one has to pass 
along a narrow crumbling undercut ledge along the side of an open chamber with a hellish drop on the left. 
The level is wide and has a side passage on the left leading to a huge black void. After a few hundred feet 
the way is blocked by a roof fall. Which way now? The secret to the whole descent is, believe it or not, to 
climb up to a higher level (probably Scwd 3). The climb is executed by pulling up on a rusty chain, and it 
is possible, with a bit of thrutching, to get into the higher level. 

It's worth exploring this horizon entirely. At several places the level becomes a ledge along the walls of 
colossal chambers. By turning left and left again the level ends at a point where a descent can be made with 
care down the forebrcast (footwall) of one of the chambers to a lower horizon. A short disbnce along this 
level is a small manhole in the floor which is the head of an inclined shaft. No time to sort out a hand line; 
yet another rusty chain provides the means of descent. 

The next level is not extensive and the tunnel ends as a ledge along the forebreast of yet anotbcr gigantic 
chamber (possibly the same one as entered on Scwd 3 about 1SOft above). Descent from here is via a narrow 
scramble down into an extensive level which is possible Vanes Floor 7. Along one branch of this floor one 
can see daylight but as getting there would involve a swim, this was not followed on this occasion. In a side 
tunnel off this floor an inclined shaft complete with foot holes descends towards Vanes Floor 8. The shaft, 
alarmingly, opens out onto a narrow ledge with a drop btyond. This is a sub level and the way continues 
as a further forebrcast staircase down to the base of the chambtr. 

Casting around on the base of this chamber, a tunnel can be found leading back through the forebreast to 
intersect with a major level. This is Vanes Floor 8. Turn left, and the tunnel runs for about a quarter of a 
mile and then ends. But to continue the through trip one has to turn right. This was clearly a major carrying 
level and the direction that we had taken was obviously out to day. But up ahead the tunnel was blacked 
by yet another roof fall. We had now been underground for nearly four hours. 

The key to the continuation was found in a side tunnel. Thc previous day at Coniston, Peter Hay had stressed 
that an important landmark was a triangular shaped opening in the wall of a chamber. The side tunnel ended 
at a triangular shaped hole! We passed through the hole and then two more chambers, both of which had 
skylights, and then found ourselves on familiar ground. This was Vanes Level, visited by us several weeks 
earlier and also by the CAT trip the previous year. A quarter of a mile along Vanes is the top of the timber 
decked incline. A scramble down the incline to the half-way point brought us into the Braich Goch 
workings. The through trip had been completed!! It now only required us to walk another quarter of a mile 
along Braich Goch floor 5 and then out to day above the cra£t centre at Conis village. 



EARTHQUAKE PASSAGE AND AVALANCHE STOPE. 

The two major discoveries in the recent exploration of Coniston Copper Mine were 
those of Levers Water Mine in 1985, and of the Top Level Ektension in 1987. Both 
events gave access to large areas of the mine which had hitherto been inaccessible 
and triggered a burst of activity and enthusiasm for further exploration. In both 
places however there was some ground so unstable as to discourage even the keenest 
mine explorer. In Levers Water Mine in the area which became known as Avalanche 
Stope Phil Merrin narrowly escaped being carried away by a large slide of mud and 
rock. The party continued on down that day, but were continually exposed to the 
danger of falling stones, and only Phil reached the bottom, somewhere near the 
Grey Crag Level horizon, to report that there was nothing there but piles of 
stones. In Top Level the Shattered Stope at the end of Earthquake Passage caused 
concern because the ground there is fractured and broken, and there has been a lot 
of movement since it was first re-entered. Ian Matheson descended it in 1987 with 
Mike Mitchell and Peter Fleming, and they found the bottom also to be at about the 
level of Grey Crag. There was a possibility that a climb up an overhanging boulder 
pile might lead on to new ground, but it was felt that there had been enough 
risked for one day, and this was not pursued. Nothing else was done, and nearly 
five years passed before any one returned to either location. 

Shortly before Christmas l991 Chris Jones. Phil Merrin, Trevor Tucker and Max Doby 
turned their attentions to Shattered Stope, thinking that they might make a 
traverse along it, and they made two visits without reaching the bottom. Both this 
and Avalanche Stope, although approached from different parts of the mine, are 
very close together, and long ago Peter Fleming had suggested that they must be on 
the same vein. After the Boxing Day meet an arrangement was made to return the 
following Sunday to test this theory by trying to get parties in both stopes at 
the same time. Messrs Jones, Merrin, Tucker and Doby, together with Paul 
Witheridge, went into Shattered Stope with the intention of abseiling down below a 
fragment of the collapsed Middle Level, and to climb back up the steep slope 
beneath it. Fleming, Mitchell, and Matheson, later to be joined by Dave Bridge and 
Angela Wilson, went into Levers Water Mine to examine Avalanche Stope. Mike shone 
his powerful spotlight down the stope, and almost imediately there was a shout 
from below. The connection was proved! 

In fact all of that days progress was made in the first half hour. Ian Matheson 
and Peter Fleming descended part way down Avalanche Stope in the hope of learning 
more about the connection between the two. Chris descended Shattererd Stope but 
found the steep slope was surmounted by a pile of overhanging boulders which were 
unclhbable. He was threatened by falling stones dislodged by the other group 
somewhere above in Avalanche Stope, and so he returned to Top Level. The others 
had insufficient rope to reach the bottom of Avalanche Stope, and indeed had to 
re-rig what they had in order to use it to best advantage. They were able to 
descend to a point where they could see indirect light from those in Earthquake 
Passage, and were able to commznicate with them, but could not see the connection. 
It had been decided earlier that the Shattered Stope party wwuld make a signal by 
setting off some loud fireworks at a pre-arranged time. This was no longer 
nescessary, but people with fireworks will want to set them off, and so, 
precisely at two o'clock, the mine resounded with several explosions and soon 
afterwards smoke reduced visibility to about three yards and effectively ended any 
further examination for that day. 



On 18th January, a Saturday, Chris Jones, Phil Merrin, Trevor Tucker and Ian 
Matheson returned to Shattered Stope with the intention of examining the bottom. 
!lax Doby should also have been there, but unfortunately no-one had told him of the 
change of day from Sunday to Saturday! Jones and Merrin quickly descended the 
first pitch, but well over an hour passed before they were able to get out of the 
danger zone and allow the others to follow. The first 140 feet is a vertical 
abseil onto a steep and loose slope with some further short vertical sections, and 
anyone in this area is at risk from stones dislodged by those above. Whilst it is 
sometimes awkward there is no real difficulty but great care is required, and it 
takes time. At the bottom a 20 foot drop onto a floor leads to the climb which had 
defeated the previous party five years earlier, but Chris was able to bypass this 
by bridging boldly across at high level, and so gained new ground. Once a traverse 
line was fixed the others followed. 

They found themselves on the top of a pile of rocks, littered with rubble and 
sloping steeply downwards to a hole through which deep water could be seen some 35 
feet below. ?he far side of the hole was made up of two short debris strewn false 
floors projecting from the headwall of the stope. Phil Merrin, who was wearing a 
dry suit volunteered to go down. He abseiled into the water and swam along it some 
fifteen feet to the furthest extent of the rope. After the first yard or two there 
was a square cut roof of solid rock 4 feet above the water, but there appeared to 
be no bottom. He reported that he could just see the end of the 'passage' about 
fifteen feet beyond his furthest point. There seemed to be no way on. Ian Matheson 
also abseiled down to the water, but declined to enter it. The water level did not 
appear to fluctuate, indicating that there must be some below surface connection 
with a continuation which probably drains into Grey Crag Level, but this is 
speculation, and no new information had been gained. 

Messrs Dobie, Jones, Merrin and Tucker visited Avalanche stope on Feb 16th and 
descended to the level which had been reached by the main party in 1985. They 
began to place a bolt for a rebelay at the top of an overhang, but one of the 
party became unwell, and so they returned to the surface. 

The next visit was the official CAT meet on March 1st. That day Mike Mitchell was 
busy installing the new showers at the BMSC hut and Peter Fleming had arranged to 
conduct some new members down the Paddy End Through Trip, but the main business of 
the day was to examine the connection between Avalanche and Shattered stopes by 
once more trying to get a party into each at the same time. Nearly a thousand feet 
of rope was carried up to Levers Water, but most of it was left on the surface. 
The majority of the group entered the Funnel, intending to descend Shattered 
Stope. Sheila Barker, Dave Bridge and Ian Matheson prepared to enter Levers Water 
Mine in order to continue the descent down Avalanche Stope, but first, finding 
themselves embarrassed with a surplus of rope, they left a bag containing a 
hundred meter length inside the entrance of the Funnel for the other group to 
collect. Unfortunately they were unaware of this, and so, when they found that 
they had no rope with which to continue beyond Earthquake Passage, they joined 
Peter Flemings party and used his ropes to continue down through Paddy End. 

In Avalanche Stope there is no shelter from stonefall before the bottom of the 
third pitch, and it is nescessarry for the first person to descend some 200 feet 
before the next one can follow. Ian went first, and was followed by Sheila, who 
had difficulty passing an awkward hanging rebelay. She was trying a new harness 
.~iic'l qade ior txsn in~ossiS10- '-1s it was not properly adjusted, and so after 
?xuen1in? a lot o f  ??erw sip 22~id?d t3 20 jack 1 1 3 .  rilrin? !?is tine Ia?, 



. ~ + l t e r i n ~  i n  a small roc'c c y a ~ i e r ,  :,r..is f7r  3 title 251e t~ s:?e r e f l e c t d  l ight  
from the other party in  !?art?~quake Fassago,, hut v7as could ?ot comnic.zte qronerly 
~ ~ i t h  t5em. ?y t%e time nave had joined I l i ~  nnr! he 73s able to enerze from the 
s;lslter t'ley had denarted, and a l l  was quiet m? dark. 

Fron the foot of the ?C) foot ?itch 5 a l o ~ ~  t5e Avzlanc'le Slope a rubble slone 
2xtends dmnwards. Part way down i s  ,m old 50l t  in a corner vith the nane of 
nennis :t?ehi., scratcho,d on the rock. This .?arks t'le low?st m i n t  vhici qost w o ~ l e  
reached i n  1095. Tawer s t i l l  Dnvo and Isn found another i o l t  ~ ~ ? l i c h  iad Seen glaced 
by the party s fortnight ear l ie r ,  and t5en a t  the end of t i e  slone above a2 
overbanp an 1lnfinis5ed bolt hole ~ a r k e d  the i r  lowest ~ o i n t .  dcross the s t o ~ e  could 
5e sezn part of a fa lse  floor with broken t i n k r s  which 1oo1<ed va,wely familiar, 
5ut i t  was quite unreachable. After a few ainutes wor!c with a 'lanqer a new Solt  
$ 7 ~ 3  i n  place, and the descent continued. The stope is nainlv a steer, and rather 
loose slope v i th  some vert ical  or overhanqiny pitc9es, and they were s u r ~ r i s e d  to 
fiqd a 1 h  bolt i n  ?lace a t  tYe head of the next oitch. So!ne one \ad 5een +ere 
before! r\;ho could i t  'Isve heen? ??is '?ad been t'louoht to be unemlored qronnd. Ian 
continued to t3e end. of t5e rope, and., a?eing that t5e sloae continued a t  a 
reasonable annle, uncli~pec! .and scragbled down to  the bottom some sixty feet  
f x t h e r  on. It ;Jas not mtil tier1 t5at 5e surldenlv recoqised  here 5e vas. Ris 
was, hevon(1 a l l  doujt, the bottom of C1?attered Stow, which he had l a s t  vis i ted 
w i t h  G?ris Jones a d  CO on 18th Januarv! S'lattered Stone and Farthqrla!ce Stone vere 
in  fact o ~ e  huge s t m e ,  some 400 feet  from ton to  hottom. 

It renained to identify t'le comection between t k m ,  and overytllinc: vas sxamin2d 
carefully on t3e ascent. The solution t~ss not forthcominq un t i l  they had ascended 
the rone to  the stance where the llnfinished holthole 'lad Seen located. Lookinq 
across to  the inaccessible false  floor i t  suddenly dawned t5at th i s  was the f l r s t  
landing on t i e  'fiddle Level 'lorizon on the descent from Fartclqualce Passage, and 
that the overhang beneath the unfinished bolt  was non other than the ugclinbable 
5oulder ~ i l e  vhich Cnris Jones iad found back i n  kcember! It was now apparent 
that a sinqle stope extends dosmlrards from Levers Vater Nine to  somewhere near 
Grey Crag Level, ancl t'lat Fartbquake Passaqe i s  just an alternative entrance i n  
the sidz of that stope. 

I t  took some time to re-ascend to Levers '\?ater, a s  once again loose stones nade i t  
nescessarv t o  move one a t  a time. Fheila 'lad t5ouyhtfully collected the rone which 
'lad been l e f t  i n  the Funnel, but i t  vras a f t e r  eig'lt o'clock hefore Dave and Ian 
reached the 3MSC 'lut to find the others making ready to s t a r t  a search. This more 
or less  concludes another chapter of 2xploration a t  Coniston. A l l  that remains is 
to mke a? accurate survey so as  t o  see how the bottom of Avalanche Stope t i e s  in  
with Grey Crag Level. I f  that were t o  indicate a connection then, who linows, 
someone might be tempted to  t ry  t o  dive the sump a t  t5e bottom! 



MEETS REPORT - HODGE CLOSE QUARRIES 

'Ihe sun was shining, the birds singing and it occurred to the meet leader as he drove up the road to Hodge Close that spring 
was well and truly on the way. With the membership secretary hard on his heels, he drove past Holme Ground cottages, 
through the wood and down to the disused workings. 

Hodge Close Quarries are one of those places that one thinks one knows well but can still produce a lot of surprises. Tbe 
plan for the day was to cover the whole site and try to carry out a bit of detailed interpretation on the way. A respectable 
number on members turned up (unfortunately the meet leader forgot to do an acmrate head-count) and when everyone was 
ready the paxty set off for the Low Works to the north of the site. The main level in from here formerly lead to the Pmock 
Quarry which was once a large underground working before they took the roof off. Now it is accessible from the surface 
but the level which formerly served it is blocked close to where it enters the quarry. 

'Ihe level is still worth visiting because, off the main drive, are numerous side tunnels leading to a maze of small caverns 
and further passages. One could spend all day in here but soon it was time to depart to other areas. By now the Furness 
group had joined the party, but not for long. 'Ihey were going off to nearby Cathedral Cavern to learn single-lope-technique. 

'Ihe next venue was the workings to the west of the site not far above the Pierce How Beck. All the levels that run in from 
here do so in a south westerly direction trying to locate the band of slate. Some levels are quite some length and end at a 
forehead, clearly showing the highly speculative nature of the exploration that took place in former times in this area One 
of the main plans for the day was to walk the route of the nanow gauge railway that wound its way through the lower part 
of Bakestone Banow Wood linking up several of the workings in the area Much discussion took place about the method 
of operation. At the northern end of the railway there appeared to be no terminus. Exactly what happened to material that 
was being carried can only be speculation. 

The group made their way up through the trees towards the road and back to where the cars were parked for lunch. By this 
time weekend activities at Hodge Close were in full swing. 'Ihe place was crawling with pony trekkers, mountain bikers, 
rock climbers, fell walkers, numerous cave divers, and the usual assortment of hangers on. Its no wonder that the Planning 
Board are getting jumpy about the place. Long may they not interfere! 

After lunch the two main quarry holes were entered. 'Ihe flooded one which was the last main area worked was accessed 
by walking (wading) along the Hodge Close Level. The level eventually dries out and opens out at a window on the rock 
face above the water. A ladder leads down to a shelf just above water level from which further levels run off. What most 
will not realise is that the depth of the quarry below water level is twice the depth above water! No wonder it is a divers 
paradise - and they were certainly there on this particular day! 

From the south end of the quarry a level formerly ran off but the entrance is now blocked beneath a great depth of 
abandoned cars and other rubbish which Coniston people have tipped over during the past U) years. One member of the party 
remembered exploring the level which leads to a number of quite large chambers. Some way below water level on the 
opposite side of the "lake" divers report that an arch-way leads through to a further air-locked chamber where they say the 
air always appears to be fresh. Above the great hole a travelling crane spanned the void and was used to lift slate clog to 
the surface. Peter Fleming has a colour slide of the workings before they finally closed in the late 1950's. Unfortunately the 
meet leader, who spent much of his youth playing up here with his friends can't remember much about the workings at all. 

Before leaving this part of the site the group paid a quick visit to the Panock Quarry, the adjacent open working and then 
departed leaving the rock gymnasts and cave divers in peace. 

'Ihe final venue for the day was the site of the last workings at Hodge Close in the late '50s. By this time the group had 
dwindled to a mere 5 people - the dedicated explorers! The Bakestone Level is situated in the woods close. to the site of 
the old chapel. The entrance to the level is a little unsafe and the entire length of the tunnel and the chambers at the end 
are all flooded. Nevertheless the small group waded in, looked round and then departed. 

A few years ago three local lads were fortunate enough to be allowed to re-commence slate extraction at Hodge Close. It 
is pleasing to see that they seem to be making a go of it. Not far away, too other enterprises are in operation. Above Moss 
Rigg on the other side of the valley the Walker brothers from Spark Bridge are operating High Fellside Quarry and nearby, 
at Tllberthwaite, George Tan of Coniston is working Shaw's old site at Horse Crag Level. As far as we know, George's 
working is Lakeland's last slate mine! 



'%: Ian 'Jatheson, Dave Fridge. 
Part ic imnts:  ;,4ax Mby, N i s t a i r  Cameron, Peter Fleming, tldarn k u r l a v ,  
P h i 1  fferrin, '(ark Sirnmon, Anyela T.lilson, Ian r 4 ~ d .  
':on Pa r t i c i~an t s :  C3ris Jones, .Mike Vitchell, Anton C.P.Thoms, Paul 
limewell, Peter Sandbach. 

I t  w4s  '~oged that we would Se a5le to  descend Fonsor past Stope, hnsor  
% s t  S5aft and the Old Fneine %aft ,  511t kavv  overniqht rain caused a 
torrent of water to  pour dow-n the Old Fngine Shaft, makin~ t i i s  
irrl?ossible. Dave Rriclre riqged t5e sonsor Fast Shaft, a d  Ian "Iat5eson 
vent to  f i x  the rones down the s t o ~ e ,  o d y  to  find that here too there 
was a k a v v  flow of w t e r  down t5e l ine  of descent. Some t ine  was swnt  
on t\e srlrface divertiny the stream nclnine do~m the fe l l s ide ,  and 
11raini.l~ t i e  entrance. Fventuallv the flow was reduced to  an acce~ta513 
volurne, and by the time t3e ro-S were fixed qost of the narticipants 
?a.! already cornpl2ted the Ronsor East F ~ a f t  th rou~h  t r i p ,  vhicb was 
accomLished very sneedily because, as no ascent i ~ v o l v 4 ,  i t  vas 
$?ecider! not to  use any rebelavs o r  c'eviations. 

T t  vas qossihle to  conlrnunicate 5y voice between the two rjoscs_nts, and 
occ?sionally t o  see reflected l igh t ,  t i u s  confirming that 30th l ines of 
descent are  in  the sane s t o ~ e .  There is a small possibi l i ty  t4at sonle as  
yet unexplored qround nay exis t  t o  the north of Ronsor Ehst Siaf t ,  ' ~ u t  
i f  so t3 i s  could only he reached throuyh a sinall hole in  the s t a c k d  
deacls, which would Se both d i f f i cu l t  and 5azardous. The prevailing :?et 
and tlunid conditions vere unsuitable for  such ex~ lo ra t ion .  

Ronsor Zast Shaft i s  250 feet deep, and the adjoining stope, vhich is 
the only access to  the Fastern extension of Qee~ T ~ v e l ,  involves both a 
descent and an ascent of 310 fee t ,  so that those mzlnkrs vho did 5ot5 
co~llpleted some 900 fee t  of SRT. Pity we couldn't do the Fngine .Shaft as  
well ! 

Ian V a t  heson. 



'Piere iave b e n  s l i gh t l v  more meets t h i s  vesr t ran l a s t ,  tverltv one i n  
a l l ,  and ~.lo l e s s  t?sn tvelve d i f f e r en t  neoqle \me  3articinaterI a s  neat  
l2adsr. Yy aim \as k e n  t o  nrovide as wide s var ie ty  $as ?ossible i n  
order t o  anreal  t o  a l l  i n t e r e s t s .  An i n ~ o v a t i o n  %as been two meets, 
s u ~ o e s t e d  - ,  a d  led 'W P l i s t a i r  Cameron, t o  provide onwr tun i ty  .id 
widance for  underqround photograohy. 3 e  f i r s t  rTns a t  ZTonister lsst 
ve5ruary, and t5e second w i l l  he at, Coniston tomorrow. T ~ s t  h r i l  
4 l i s t a i r  lead a larqe  and qot v a n  ag i l e  yrour, from the 3nnberlqrlrl 
Ceo lo~ ica l  Society through t i e  s l a t e  closeheads a t  Yew Craq. They 
enjoved themselves so mch  that  they asked for  mother  laeet a t  Coniston, 
2nd t h i s  '73s 5een arranged for  %v nevt vear. l3ey a re  verv interest in^ 
coqpany, and we gain s yreat d2al from the i r  snec ia l i s t  knowledge. Tbe 
:JAW0 conference took  lace i n  a t  Blaenau Ff?stinioy, and one of the 
fie1S ; ~ e e t s  there was a v i s i t  t o  the  receqt ly  discovered l~rozze aye 
copper a ines  a t  Great One .  Peter "leminq arranged for  a reciprocal  w e t  
w i t 5  the Great One  7mlorat ion Societv, and i n  October he entertained 
t'le? st Coniston, amonost other tClinqs comnle t in~  a conti7uoi1s t r i ?  
t'7ro~rzh k v e r s  ' h t e r  Yrine, Prov stone,  Tor, TLevel Fxtension, tr~ f in i sh  
dorim t i e  Paddy ?nd Tlrou2h T r i ~ .  This m e t  was mor lv  attended bv CA-T 
iembers, and i t  is t o  Se \omd that  tFle r2turn v i s i t  t o  Great nrme next 
vaar v i l l  he be t t e r  su?nortsd. 

n 2ome emlora t ion  %7as carried out a t  venthead, hut l i t t l e  \as bean doqe 
c loser  t o  hoqe. Ue do seem t o  ?ave l o s t  mo:nentum and dr ive  i n  t h i s  area,  
vhic\ is a 9 i t y  a s  there i s  s t i l l  a l o t  to  be done, e s ~ e c i a l l y  a t  
Coniston. Indeed t k r e  iave been a number of small groups of CAThqTS 
nembers, includiny myself, carrying out t h e i r  own exploration. I am 
concerned tha t  t he i r  discoveries should be reported, recordzd, and added 
to  the knowledge we already have. I anneal therefore t o  those doing 
t h e i r  own thinq t o  reDort t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s  t o  the Yeet Secretsry,  o r , in  
t\e case of Coniston, t o  Tzter Fleming vho co-ordinates emlora t ion  
there,  and t o  m i t e  reDorts fo r  the ?Tewsletter and Loq Rook. 

There has been a l o t  of a c t i v i t y  involving ~ r o j e c t s .  The Old Fk-qine 
Shaft Winding Iiheel, rirhic!l was i n  danger of f a l l i n g  do. .  the  shaf t ,  \as 
been restored,  and a s t a r t  nade t o  secure the o r ig ina l  wooden 3mn rods, 
and t i e  new catwalk vhic11 w i l l  r e s to re  the continiiity of Taylors Level 
is almost c m ~ l e t e .  A t  L0,oa-n 9ect  Co~pe r  ?line .Anton Thornas and conpany 
successfully completed a four year digging project by ?urnping the vater  
out and exploring the previously submerged levels .  The same qrouo, under 
the leadershir, of John ZTelme tlave continued the res torat ion of Yewlands 
Yurnace i n  conjunction v i th  the b b r i a  Industr ia l  TJistory Society, and 
5ava recently succzoded i n  replacing the  ~ a i n  suprmrtinq Szam f o r  the 
blowin.: arch. Vuch the same group, t h i s  time under the  1eadersFlip of 
Paul Tirnewell, \ave done a l o t  of work t o  reverse the dere l i c t ion  of 
Lfandells Sla te  Office, on the old Coniston Sta t ion s i t e .  It i s  honed 
t i a t  t5e buildinq w i l l  be us& t o  mount a d i s ~ l a y  and fo r  occasional 
exhibitions. In  conjunction r , ~ i t ! ~  '?ed Farth Rl5lications CATFTTS i s  t o  
7 1 ~ 7 1 i ~ q  a book of pho togra~is  e n t i t l e d '  %neath ttle La'teland 

~ i 5  "'3'1!~? T;? - ~ ? u t  ? r i q ~ ,  t -?r* , J  been a series of rneeti9-s 

cont. 



v i t 5  the Fditor, Alen -,v:acFsdz.?an, t o  rl . isc~~ss t r e  f o n a t  a+ t o  s?i.?7t 

the photogra~hs. 

Ihny of our nembers isve dual flemberslnir? vit ' l  t3e Curn3riq ?O :lines 
nescue TJnit, .rho hold tr2ini;lrr ~ e e t s  on the second Sudsy of zvery 
aonth. They achieve !nuch 1arq2r numbers st these ~ e e t s  than do, so i t  
~tould s13ern t'lat practicinq rescues in ~ i n e s  %as Seco~e  #Tore a t t rac t ive  
than e q l o r i n g  tk~eq. TCle CAT!!-% m e t l i s t  has to  So  ?ublished UD t o  eight 
170nt:ls i n  advance and cqnnot c5anged a f t e r  -xd>lication, : ~ h i l s t  the 
venu for  CO?fRT: i s  cl.ocicled monthly and i s  therefore nore flexible.  On 
\'arch 24th there rqas a qub.lis;-ted CAT SCT trainine; v e t  a t  Tyon hdr',ers, 
but two r.reeks ea r l i e r  CGVriV held a s i n i l a r  ,nent .at 91a~' i  Hole Quarry. C h  
June h(! t5ere was a CAT m e t  a t  T;'lemin~s Lzvel a t  Coniston. mrze  vee!is 
ear l ie r  COPiRU 4eld a ~ r a c t i c e  there. i)n lktober 2.0th there was a CAT 
meet a t  GreensiC.e, and the week before COPPTJ chose t3at venue for  the i r  
trainin?. This pre-enptive ~ r o s r a m i n z  can onlv he detrinental  t o  the 
subsequent CA71I'FTS m e t ,  as peonle must f ee l  less  enthusiastic about 
attenclin.;: a neet a t  a vznue w5ich t5ey :?a? vis i ted onlv a f s w  davs 
previously whilst wearinq a different  \a t .  

It w i l l  be seen from th i s  ravue t5at there 5as been a oreat vqriety of 
ac t iv i tv  r ~ i t h i n  and without t l e  society,  a l o t  zoinq on, and th i s  is 
encouragin~, but i t  seems to  ne that  d e s ~ i t e  th i s  t'lere '18s also 3een 
fraqnentation and 107s of nonentu~,  a lack of wroose. 3 e r e  is  a need 
for closer l i a s ~ n  a ~ d  k t t e r  c o m ~ i c a t i o n .  It is not suff ic ient  to  
amounce tyat a particular n r o j ~ c t  w i l l  take nlace on say the l a s t  
Faturday of each month, or  the second Tuesday. Peo~ le ,  e swc ia l lv  those 
W?IO a re  not re,$ar attenders, need reminders and need to  have the i r  
interest  stimulated. 

The reyular meets prozrqmne, despite i ts  variety,  does not a t t r a c t  large 
attendances, and i t  i s  often t5e same few neonle each time. R e r e  a re  a 
l in i ted  number of local nininq s i t e s ,  and i n  terms of v i s i t s  there is  
l i t t l e  new to offer  lonq term nemhers. ?e-at v i s i t s  are obviouslv less  
a t t rac t ive  thaq exploring unfamiliar te r r i tory ,  and fewer and f e e r  
~ e o ~ l e  w i l l  turn up to  v i s i t  the same 013 nines. I t5inL t5at  t o  
2enerate qore enthusiasq t'le meets s y s t e ~  w i l l  have t~ chan?e. Perhags 
there sho11ld 5e ,nor? wor!c meets, maybe the ongoin? projects in Furness 
and elsewhere should be included i n  the o f f i c i a l  meets 1-ist. Fhould some 
w e t s  5e non specific,  by r~hic5 'I mean that peonle turn UD a t  a 
oarticular venue then decide what to  do? Should we 4ave nore weekend 
meets, o r  more meets outside ~Cu~br ia ,  and i f  so vho w i l l  lead tkd Can 
we develop l inks with other qrouos outside the County? Is it time t o  
reinstate  the annual cavinq meet? .%ould we have fewer ,wets  so t'lat 
wo?le look forward to  t\em, or should we 4ave more so as  to  a ~ ~ e a l  to  a 
broader s p x t m ?  I don't 'mow the answers t o  t lese  questions, but as  I 
said l a s t  year I feel  that  as  I have %eld this ~ o s t  for  f ive years i t  is 
t ine  for a fres'l approach, and a new 'leets Secretary. Accordingly vh i l s t  
I would l ike  t o  continue as a cormxittee memSer, I do not 1.7isIC1 to s t a d  
again n s  Yieets Secretary. 

Ian ?:a theson. 



Sunday February 2nd ,1992 Coni S ton 

The aim of this meet was to ha\-e a close look at the various workings 
beli~w Hospital/Ci~-er Crag Level to assess the possibility of gaining 
access to Deep Level about 200ft below and of making connections 
hetween adjacent stopes. From previous descents it was known that all 
the workings were ch12ked at the hottom. In the el-ent only six people 
I-enturcd (lndergl-ound and 50 it was decided to confine the exploration 
tq the workings connecting with the Paddy End Engine Shaft and the 
worki.ngs on South \'ein below the Puddingstone Level hranch of Grey 
Crag I-e~rel . 

There was e 5hort hiatus while the tackle (which had been 
inadvertently spirited away to Le\-ers Water was recovered by Sheila 
and kgela. Then Pete and Inn rigged the Engine Shaft and after the 
first two short pitches which d1.0~ between stagings a clean descent of 
abollt Soft was made into the widening stope to a rock pillar 01. plug 
cf debris bridging the workings at about 130f t below Grey Crag Level. 
h c)ld rope already in place below the second pitch was avoided. The 
floor of the stope turned out to be a disappointing jumble of debris 
typical nf robbed workings, the lowest point being about 180ft below 
Grey Crag Level and probably some 20ft above Deep Level. X tranuned 
sl_ih--lo~-el originally ran the length of the stope (ie. appros 100ft) 
crosci~lg the top of the rock pillar. X pendule from the pillar enabled 
an inspection to be made of the south end of the stope where the level 
i.s choked in collapsed ground. In the opposite direction the same 
leI-eI could be gained from the floor of the stope with the help of a 
rope already in posit ion and a1 though now completely blocked it almost 
certainly continues into the adjacent "Waterfall Stope" where there is 
a half buried wagon. Someone had previously attempted to dig through 
at this point. 

Tt was hoped that there might be a connection at some horizon between 
the south cnd of the Engine Shaft stope and the workings on South Vein 
which were bej.rg inspected by Dal-e, Mark and .4ngela. The route here is 
from the o\.ei.hang-ing tram lines in the Puddingstone Level - ie a 
descent over loose material (much of which had to be dislodged for 
qafety) , a short pitch past a huge chokestone, a clean vertical pitch 
of some 60 ft to a solid flonr and finally a drop through a narrow 
stope to a sloping floor containing half buried timbers and a large 
~:ollapsed climbing chain. From the upper part of the descent it was 
possible to pick out the platform which some four years previously 
three members on the meet had reached from Middle Level 200ft above 
when esploring the continuation of F'uddingstone Level. Part of the 
line of descent below Grey Crng Level appears to coincide with a throw 
in the vein with workings along the fault in the direction of the 
Paddy End Vein but attempts at a voice connection with the first party 
were unsuccessful. At the bottom of the stope, possibly 160 ft below 
Grey Crag Level, a dig revealed what could be the roof of a level 
rclntinuir~ in ,solid rock but ~:ornplctely choked with mud. Tt~e WOI-kings 
cnrlld be seen to continue to the north about >Oft above this point but 
were inaccessible. 

P,\- the end of the r:la~- four 13f the team had been to the bottom of both 
;tol;ss and generally agreed that a Deep Level connection was not a 
pt-act ical proposition. 

Dave Bridge 





1992 s t a r t e d  w e l l  w i t h  t h e  l a u n c h  by t h e  t r e a s u r e r ,  Tony Keates ,  o f  
t h e  "Newland R e s t o r a t i o n  P r o j e c t "  appeal.  
L e a f l e t s  have gone o u t  t o  t h e  p u b l i c ,  l o c a l  b u s i n e s s e s ,  and t o  a l l  
members o f  t h e  "Cumbria I n d u s t r i a l  E i s t o r y  Soc ie ty"  and a l s o  t o  
members o f  t h e  " ~ i s t o r i c a l  K e t a l l u r g y  Soc ie ty" .  We a r e  g r a t e f u l  t o  
C.A.T.Y.F.S. f o r  a. generous  donat ion.  

The work f o r c e  had a w e l l  deser-red rest d u r i n z  December and January  
a f t e r  t h e  s t r e n u o u s  day s p e n t  r a i s i n z  t h e  one ton  oak bean i n t o  p lace  
i n  t h e  blowing chamber x a l l .  Yuch p u b l i c i t y  was g i v e n  i n  t h e  l o c a l  
p r e s s  d u r i n c  t h i s  e v e n t  and t h e  f i n a x i a l  ap?ea l  has  a t t e m p t e ?  t o  
c a p i t a l i z e  on t h i s .  The t o t a l  r ece ived  a t  t h ~  t ime of w r i t i n g  was 
approach ing  631 00. 

Lie a r e  p l a n n i n c  tr r e s t s r t  work days i n  Febrnary  e n d  a t  r e g u l a r  i n t e r v a l s  
a f t e r  t h a t .  The f5rst t a s k  i s  t c  l q y  r e i - f o r c e ?  c o r c r e t e  foundat ion? 
2nd f o c t i n ~  fcr t h e  l e f t  hanr! s i d e  cf t h e  f ~ ~ r ~ a c n  w n l l .  f.&en t h i s  
i s  c o m ~ l e t e d  t h n  wail needs  t o  ?e k ~ i l t  u r  t o  abox t  fSve  f e ~ t  h igh  
and i n t e g r a t e d  i n t o  t h e  e x i s t i n 5  f u r n a c e  wall. L a t e r  i n  t h e  y e a r  we 
hope t o  move on t o  c a s t i n g ,  i n  s i t u ,  c o n c r e t e  beams and a r a f t  t o  
b r i d g e  t h e  r i g h t  and l e f t  h a n h i d e s  cf t h e  furnace,/ b lowing chamber 
w a l l .  Z v e n t u a l l y  t h i s  r a f t  and t h e  oak bean w i l l  s u p p o r t  a 
replacement  wall which c o l l a p s e d  and t h r e a t e n e d  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  of t h e  
f u r n a c e  when t h e  o r i g i n a l  200 y e a r  o l d  oak bean r o t t e d  and co l l apsed .  

The d a t e s  planned a r e : -  

S a t u r d a y  February  e t h  Diggine o u t  of w a l l  founds  t i o n r  
an3  concre  t i n e  

Sa tu rday  FeSruar:- 2 9 t h  S t a r t  nf wal l  b u i l i i n z  @c t h e  
c o n c r e t e  f o u n d a t i c r  

Sa tu rdeg  ?.:arch 2 e t h  l Continue w a l l  bu i ld iny-  
n Sunday ! : a r c U ? t k  z l e a s e  e t  ten3 whichever day s u i t s  you 
b e t t e r  

Satarde:.' !:ey 2r: 
Saturdey  *:a? 7Ctk 



MEETS REPORT - HONISTER SLATE WORKINGS. 

The meet leader, being a natural pessimist, was absolutely convinced that no-one would turn 
up for the Honister meet on February 23rd. Imagine his surprise when, on arriving at the car 
park at the Hause, he found that most of the people there were not heading for Great Gable, 
but were getting kitted out for an underground trip. In total 26 people turned up and the meet 
leader felt very humble when he realised how far some had travelled for the trip. He was 
assured that two members, Pete and Ann, had flown back from Arizona especially to be 
present! 

The first problem of the day was to gain access into the workings at the Main Road entrance. 
This has now been very effectively sealed which is not a bad thing considering the vandalism 
that has taken place in the underground workings. A hand-line had already been fixed and 
the party soon scrambled up to a higher entrance on the Kimberley band thereby gaining 
access to the Link Level. 

The plan for the day was to climb up through the underground workings on the Honister slate 
band from E l  right up to E13. Part of the route had only been opened within the past 6 
months after a successful dig. There was a lot to see and a long way to go. The meet leader 
got out the whip and the party set off along Honister Bottom Level at a cracking pace. 

A number of people in the party including a group from the Durham Dales Mining Society had 
not visited Honister before and some time was spent in explaining the history and geology of 
the workings. The party climbed the Honister Internal Incline viewing the associated equipment 
en-route and then proceeded along No 4 Level to gain access to workings higher up. 

Above Honister Top Level the party passed from 20th century workings into those of former 
centuries (possibly even as early as the 1500's). In the vicinity of E9 Level the group 
assembled at the site of the Bank Holiday Dig and the meet leader was relieved to find it still 
open. It was also with some relief that all 26 members of the party passed through the area 
without mishap. The ground there is very unstable. Above the site of the dig a massive 
retaining wall is bulging, loose and crumbling. Enormous collapsed blocks from the roof lean 
against the wall which doesn't help the general stability of the area at all. 

Beyond the dig the group passed into an extensive chamber which hasn't been fully explored 
yet. By climbing the chamber over huge collapses the way eventually led to familiar ground 
close to E1 3 entrance and eventually out into daylight on the External Incline on the crag face. 

The party then climbed the external incline to the top of the crag and several of the ancient 
workings off the incline were explored as they went. One group entered E14 Level and 
discovered an underground route from there through more unstable ground to emerge into 
daylight again on the floor of the open quarry workiqgs beyond the top of the crag. 

The whole party finally re-assembled at the top and as there was still time, it was decided to 
descend the Kimberley Incline to return to the starting point. Access was gained to the top of 
the incline via the "trap door' into the inclined shaft above the motor-house at the incline 
head. The party finally left the workings by the way they had come in, collected the hand-line 
ropes and returned to the cars. 

A very successful day was rounded off by a cup of tea in the Skiddaw Hotel at Keswick before 
the drive home. 

m.1. Alastair Cameron 





Name/Civil Parish County 

Greenburn Mine, Little Langdale . Cumbria. 

Elevation 850 ft. 

Grid Ref, 

NY 290020. 

Outline Description. 

A complete Copper mining site, in an attractive setting of a side valley of the 

River Brathay. The site comprises a mine reservoir (now breached and partially 

drained) early shaft workings, a series of adit levels on fellside above, 

with remains of connecting self-acting tramways,2 No. waterwheel pits, and 

engine shaft with protruding pump rod, copper dressing floor, stone slab 

tanks (formerly lead-lined) used in the precipitation process of copper production, 

substantial remains of miners cottages, mines office, smithy, and other associated 

buildings. Also remains of small dams on Greenburn Beck, along with remains 

of stamps and buddle on dressing floor. 

MINING:- Adits (6No.) 

Shafts.(6No.) 

Trial opencuts. 

HAULAGE/ ACCESS 

HAND WINLASS 

SELF-ACTING TRAMWAYS. 

DRAINAGE 

Pump rods. 

Reservoir for water supply to wheel 

A number of Society members have 
been charged with the task of 
producing details of specific mine 
sites for proposed scheduling by 
English Heritage. This example 
of the details of the Greenburn 
Mine drawn up by Dave Blundell has 
been included in the newsletter 
to show exactly how information 
should be laid out. 

PERIOD OF ACTIVITY 1845 - 1938. 

Key references 

Adams , J . Mines of the Lake District Fells. 

Dalesman, Clapham 1988, P.152. 

Holland, E.G. Coniston Copper Mines, a Field Guide. 

Cicerone Press, Milnthorpe 1981. p.99-110. 

Holland,E.G. Coniston Copper, a History. 

Cicerone Press, Milnthorpe 1987. p.164-.. 

Postlethwaite, J. Mines and Mining in the English Lake District. 

3rd Edition Whitehaven 1913, (Reprinted by Michael Moon, 

Beckermet, 1975). p.119-120. 

Contemporary Sources 

Cumbria County Records offices, Kendal and Carlisle 



Greenburn Mine c o n t .  

Ownership 

Egremont E s t a t e s ?  

O v e r a l l  Assessment 

Greenburn mine r e p r e s e n t s  a small mining s i t e  w i t h  a l a r g e  

v a r i e t y  of f e a t u r e s  c o n t a i n e d  w i t h i n  one s i t e ,  from e a r l y  s h a f t  workings  

i n  t h e  v a l l e y  f l o o r ,  t o  l a t e r  a d i t  l e v e l s  on t h e  f e l l s i d e .  5 No m i n e r a l  v e i n s  

c r o s s  t h i s  s i t e ,  and 1 c a n  be s e e n  a t  s u r f a c e .  A r e a s o n a b l y  we l l -p rese rved  

d r e s s i n g  f l o o r  f o r  copper  e x i s t s  on t h e  s i te ,  and a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  a s s o c i a t e d  

domes t i c  b u i l d i n g s ,  t h i s  s i t e  is un ique  i n  t h e  copper  mining i n d u s t r y  of 

Cumbria. 

Galvanised Portable Commodes & Receptacles 
(To comply with the Coal Mine. Act, 19 1 1). 

Specially Suitable where Sanitation is Not Dealt with by Water Cnrriaae. 

C h e a ~  t o  Buy. Easv t o  Remove. 

Desigu Registered. 

PAN & COVER PAN. COVER 6L STAND STAND 
AI1 lurtu are strollKly 111;tde tu witbst;md rulryl~ we;or. Ordura of ,511 Cul11l1~~1c.r. or 1'. Pnteut No. 1RV2 I::. 

1 1  He;al~bel rs  serfit carrnsze 111at11. &l. Nu. ti.2197-7. 

P w l o e o  on Application. RECEPTACLE. 
Sda Mamufacturen- 

'THE WOLLESCOTE GALVANIZING COMPANY, 
Nine Locks  Works, Brierley Hill, STAFFS. 

'l'elagn.s~s : " \Vollc.ceutc Co.. Urierley Hill." 'I'elel,hor~e : No. L Urierla). Hill. A B C  Cujle, 3tll Editia,~~. 

DJB 15/09/91. 
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The l a s t  NRMHO Newsletter was produced by Adrian Pearce way back i n  March 1991. 
I accepted the p o s i t i o n  of NRMHO Newslet ter  ed i to r  a t  the  Counci l  Meeting t h a t  
tool:- place dur ing the Conference a t  LLechwedd l a s t  May. The delay i n  pr-oducing 
t h i s  e d i t i o n  o f  the  Newslettet- i s  due t o  a s i n g l e  fac t .  I have no t  had anyth ing 
t o  qo i n t o  the Newsletter other  than a couple o f  items from Roger Burt .  The 
copy t h a t  I have received f o r  t h i s  e d i t i o n  has been obtained through the e f f o r t s  
of Mike G i l l .  Mike has provided a considerable amount o f  copy h imsel f  and he 
has tw is ted  the arm o f  o ther  pevsons t o  send me a r t i c l e s  e tc  f o r  i nc lus ion  i n  
the Newsletter. 

The NAMHO Council be l ieve  t h a t  the  Newslet ter  i s  an asset t o  the  Organisat ion 
but  i t  can only  be publ ished on a regu la r  bas i s  i f  members prov ide the e d i t o r  
w i th  a r t i c l e s  and other s n i p p i t s  f o r  pub l i ca t i on .  Would members please send me 
any a r t i c l e s  e t c  which they be l i eve  are s u i t a b l e  f o r  cons idera t ion  f o r  
pub l ica t ion .  A worthwhile source o f  in fo rmat ion  may w e l l  be your- own 
Newsletters - please send me a copy so t h a t  you nay get  an even wider 
c i r c u l a t i o n  f o r  your pub l ica t ion .  

I t  i s  hoped t h a t  the Newsletter can be publ ished th ree  t imes a year and be 
c i r c u l a t e d  w i t h  the minutes o f  the  Counci l  Meetings. I n  order  t o  s a t i s f y  t h i s  
t imetable a l l  copy etc should be sent t o  me a t  l eas t  f ou r  weeks before the 
r-elevant Council meeting. 

Wes Taylor 

M I N I N G  HISTORY H6NDFOOK 

The f i r s t  e d i t i o n  o f  the Mining H i s t o r y  Handbook i s  s t i l l  ava i l ab le  f o r  
purchase. This p u b l i c a t i o n  conta ins  a wealth o f  in fo rmat ion  for the  mining 
h i s to r i an .  Resides l i s t i n g  a l l  o f  the  members o f  NAMHO and g i v i n g  d e t a i l s  o f  
the Societ ies, t he i r  main a c t i v i t i e s ,  f a c i l i t i e s ,  l oca t i ons  etc, the p u b l i c a t i o n  
g ives advice and guidance t o  i n d i v i d u a l s  who wish t o  develop t h e i r  i n t e r e s t  i n  
mining h i s to ry .  

The book a lso  conta ins extensive address l i s t s  o f  o rgan isa t ions  ou ts ide  o f  NAMHO 
which may be a source o f  in fo rmat ion  t o  mining h i s to r i ans .  

The r e t a i l  cost  o f  the book i s  f3.50 per  copy ( i nc lud ing  postage). For o rders  
of  3 o r  more copies there i s  a discounted p r i c e  o f  f2.00 per copy. 

Copies of the handbook are a v a i l a b l e  from Adr ian Fearce, 72 Hopkins Heath, 
Shawbit-ch, Telfot-d, Shropshire, TF5 OLZ. Tel: Te l fo rd  (0952) 253310. 



NAMHO FI-ANNUAL FIELD MEET - SHROFSHIRE :?92 

lo vou want to:- 

Explore o l d  ~n lnes? 
Learn about underground surveying? 
Attend seminar-S on preserv ing min ing s i t es '?  
Learn how t o  take underqround v ideo recordings'? 
Have a conducted surface tout- o f  mines? 
Learn s i n g l e  rope techniques? 
Buy books and/or equipment 

Whatever yout- i n t e r e s t ,  you w i l l  be catered f o r .  

When June 27th-28th 1992 
What The bi-annual f i e l d  meet of  t he  Nat iona l  Associat ion o f  

Mining H is to ry  Organisat ions 
Who Anyone 
Cost f5.00 per person f o r  t he  weekend 
Hosts Shropshit-e Caving fi Mining Club 

F u l l  d e t a i l s  of t he  weekend can be obta ined by sending an SAE t o  Adrian Pearce, 
72 Hopkins Heath, Shawbirch, Tel ford,  Shropshire, TF5 OLZ. Tel: Te l fo rd  (0952) 
?C-- -&<*.> 10. 

NEW SYSTEM FOR THE NORTHERN MINE RESEARCH SOCIETY RECORDS 

During the l a s t  ten  years the Soc ie t y ' s  Records have grown t o  a s i z e  such t h a t  a 
new f i l i n g  system i s  being introduced. 

Under the o l d  system f i l e s  were devoted t o  min ing areas and s p e c i f i c  s i t e s  were 
recorded i n  a paper index. This method was adequate w h i l s t  the range o f  
mater ial  was smal l  but,  now tha t  t he  coverage has become more comprehensive, the  
Recorder i s  r e v i s i n g  the way i n  which the m a t e r i a l  i s  kept. 

The main f i l e s  at-e belng t-e-ot-ganised and the  matet- ial  i s  being s p l i t  i n t o  i t s  
ppe-1974 County and then sub-divided i n t o  i t s  C i v i l  Parish. The counties, 
parishes and documents w i l l  each have a unique number t o  make indexing and 
searching easier .  

Mater ia l  r e l a t i n g  t o  the Yorkshire Dales and Nor th  Yorkshi re Moors has a l ready 
been entered i n t o  the  new system and work i s  progressing w i t 3  o ther  areas. 

Mike G i l l  

BACKBARROW IRON FLIRNACE 

The Lancaster U n i v e r s i t y  Archaeoloqical U n i t  has been appointed t o  make a f u l l  
photogt-aphic record  o f  the  Backbar-ow Furnace i n  Cumbria. !MG) 

FORCE CRAG M= 

For-c? Ct-ag Mine i n  the Lake D i s t r i c t  has now c losed and the  Lake D i s t r i c t  Mines 
and Quar r i es  Trus t  has bought the crushing and f i n e s  processing p l a n t  (exc luding 
the f l o t a t i o n  c e l l s )  f o r  i t s  museum. (MG) 



MARRICK HIGH AND LOW SMELT MILLS 

Due t o  the  de te r i o ra t i ng  cond i t i on  o f  these important monuments and a problem 
w i th  the owner o f  t he  s i t e  regarding access, Eng l ish  Her i tage has, f o r  the f i r s t  
time, used the  p rov i s ions  i n  Sect ion 5 o f  the 1979 Ancient Monuments and 
Archaeological Areas Act. This  Act g ives  Engl ish Her i tage the  power t o  enter 
land and do emergency r e p a i r s  t o  a monument which i s  under ser ious  threat .  

The work being done under the  Act inc ludes conso l ida t ion  of  t he  chimney o f  the  
Top H i l l  and a gable w a l l  on the  Bottom M i l l .  The cos t  o f  these emergency 
repa i r s  i s  £80,000. (MG) 

BRITISH COAL RECORDS 

The Royal Commission on H i s t o r i c a l  Hanuscripts i s  t a l k i n g  t o  B r i t i s h  Coal w i t h  a 
view t o  es tab l i sh ing  a procedure f o r  saving the B r i t i s h  Coal archives. There 
are grounds f o r  d i squ ie t ,  however, as B r i t i s h  Coal have g iven the matter a very 
low p r i o r i t y  i n  i t s  accelerated c losure  programme. The l o s s  o f  monuments caused 
by the  r a p i d  clearance of  abandoned c o l l i e r y  s i t e s  i s  a l s o  g i v i n g  cause f o r  
concern. (MG) 

HISTORIC LANDSCAPES 

Engl ish Her i tage r e c e n t l y  announced tha t  i t  w i l l  be consu l t i ng  i n te res ted  
par t ies  about proposals f o r  a Register  o f  H i s t o r i c  Landscapes. Through i t ' s  
chairman, NAMHO has been urg ing  t h i s  as an op t i on  f o r  p r o t e c t i n g  mining 
landscapes l i k e  the  Upper Nent Val ley, Grassington Moor and the  Hungry Hushes i n  
Arkengarthdale. (HG) 

TRAINING SCHEMES 

I t  has been es tab l ished t h a t  funds are a v a i l a b l e  from NCA t o  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  the  
cost  o f  p rov id ing  t r a i n i n g  i n  techniques used i n  mine and/ot- cave explorat ion. 
Flease contact  Adrian Pearce f o r  advice as t o  how the  funds may be obtained. 

A NOTE AND QUERY FROM LEADHILLS - GRIPPS LEVEL 

Gripps Level, t he  drainage l e v e l  f o r  the mines a t  Leadh i l l s ,  Lanarkshire, 
Scotland, i s  a t  t h i s  moment o f  t ime choked a t  a p o i n t  about 570 metres from the  
p o r t a l .  The water has backed up t o  produce a head o f  34 metres. 

The t a i l  o f  the  l e v e l  has a number o f  sha f t s  along i t s  l eng th  and the  blockage 
i s  a t  the penul t imate shaf t .  Water i s  i ssu ing  through the  ( b a c k f i l l e d )  s p o i l  a t  
the s h a f t  head and a t  the one beyond, (Gr id  Ref NS88501705). A s t rong f l ow  o f  
w a t ~ '  i s  a l s o  i ssu ing  through the  s p o i l  f i l l i n g  o f  t he  p o r t a l  o f  a horse l e v e l  
t ha t  i s  located a short d is tance away (Gr id  Ref NS 88551640). Taking l e v e l s  
from the 6" OS Map, t h e  d i f fe rence i n  he igh t  between the  Horse Level  and Gripps 
i s  about 34 metres. There i s  s t i l l  water a t  Gripps P o r t a l  b u t  the  f low i s  very 
much reduced. The normal f low i s  sa id  t o  be 25 m i l l i o n  l i t r e s  per  day. 

Gr-ipps dra ins  a l l  of t he  L e a d h i l l s  Mines v i a  an est imated B k i lomet res  o f  
levels .  The l e v e l  was s t a r t e d  i n  1768 by the  E a r l  of Hopetown t o  d r a i n  the  
Susanna and adjacent mines. I t  was taken over i n  1772 by one o f  the  E a r l ' s  
leasees, the  Scots Nines Company. Susanna was reached i n  1790 and by 1859, when 
operat ions were g r e a t l y  reduced, Gripps had been extended i n t o  Brown's vein bu t  
a t  t h i s  t ime i t  had n o t  overtaken the  o lde r  Poutsh ie l  Level.  Poutshe i l  Level  



was driven i n  the  1860's as p a r t  o f  a programme t o  use t h i s  l e v e l  as a tramway 
out t o  an adjacent dresslng f loot-. I t  seems probable t h a t  the  water now f lowing 
from i t  i s  t - i s ing  v i a  the  Bor la i se  (Wembley) sha f t  and/or o l d  s h a f t s  i n  the M i l l  
and Glasgow veins. Shot-t o f  d igging ou t  the p o r t a l  t he re  i s  no way o f  examining 
the s i t u a t i o n  below ground. 

The landowner, Hopetown Estates, i s  aware o f  the  s i t u a t i o n .  Messrs Johnson, 
Poole and bloomer, who were involved i n  g rou t i ng  o l d  workings under the v i l l a g e  
i n  1989, and more r e c e n t l y  capping shaf ts ,  a re  a l so  aware o f  the  s i t ua t i on .  The 
Clyde R iver  P u r i f i c a t i o n  Board i s  a l so  moni tor ing the  s i t u a t i o n  and the author  
o f  t h i s  a r t i c l e  i s  l i a s i n g  w i t h  t h e i r  Inspector  on t h i s  problem. 

Do any NAMHO members know of s i m i l a r  s i t u a t i o n s  elsewhere i n  the  country? I f  
there are, o r  were, any s i m i l a r  s i t ua t i ons ,  what happened? The topography a t  
L e a d h i l l s  makes i t  u n l i k e l y  t h a t  there could be a "blow ou t "  such as occured a t  
the Magpie Sough i n  Derbyshire bu t  there  must be p o t e n t i a l  f o r  o ther  problems. 

Any comments would be g r a t e f u l l y  t-eceived. B i l l  Harvey, 86 Beechwood Drive, 
Eroomhil l ,  Glasgow, G 1  7HG. 

FROGHESS AT CONNONLEY LEAD MINE 

The Connonley P r o j e c t  has gone w e l l  t h i s  summer and many o f  the  major pieces o f  
work t h a t  were necessary f o r  s l t e  sa fe ty  have been completed by the  Fr iends o f  
Connonley mine. 

The work has inc luded a re in fo rced concrete r e t a i n i n g  w a l l  t h a t  was b u i l t  i n t o  
the t i p  alongside the  bob-pi t  a t  the Engine Shaft. Th is  w a l l  w i l l  r e l i e v e  p i t  
and sha f t  top o f  any pressure from the  dump. The dump has been replaced and 
landscaped t o  h ide  the  wa l l .  

The area around the  top o f  the  Engine Shaf t  and over the  stone arched bob-pit  
was a l s o  dug out  and b a c k f i l l e d  w i th  concrete t o  conso l ida te  the  area. As the  
new c o l l a r  was kept c lose  t o  the  shaf t ,  no t r a c e  o f  t he  poppet-headframe (used 
f o r  l i f t i n g  p i two rk )  as found. I t  i s  intended t o  replace the  concrete s leeper 
cap on the  sha f t  w i t h  a g r i l l e .  The ma te r ia l  which had co l lapsed i n t o  the  
bob-pit  has a l s o  been removed. Sadly, however, the  on l y  t races  o f  the  p i twork  
were two holding-down b o l t s  near t o  the  s h a f t  edge. 

The l a rge  thorn  bush growing from the  top o f  T a y l o r ' s  Shaf t  was removed and the  
ground was dug out  t o  the  c l a y  sub-soi l .  The shaf t ,  which i s  i n  good cond i t i on  
bu t  f looded a t  about 30 metres, i s  stone l i n e d  and has an ova l  p r o f i l e ,  about 
1.8 by 1.3 metres. A r a f t  of concrete s leepers was l a i d  across the  shaf t  and 
capped w i th  concrete. A vent p i p e  was incorporated i n  the  cap. 

The B r i t i s h  Trust  f o r  Conservation Volunteers spent a second week on s i t e  du r ing  
the summer when they r e b u i l t  a  sec t ion  o f  drystone arched c u l v e r t  which c a r r i e d  
the beck under the  dumps. Sadly, however, due t o  a lack  o f  stone, much o f  which 
has been denatured by the  ac id  i n  the  spo i l ,  and the  major damage t h a t  was done 
by a d rag l i ne  used t o  rec la im  barytes i n  t he  1959's, i t  w i l l  n o t  be poss ib le  t o  
r e b u i l d  a l l  o f  t h e  c u l v e r t .  I t  i s  proposed t o  p i p e  the  middle sec t ion  o f  the  
c u l v e r t  and arch bo th  ends. 

The overf low t o  the  mine r e s e r v o i r  was breached and t h i s  has now been 
and a sp i l lway  has been b u i l t  t o  prevent erosion. I t  i s  proposed t o  reopen the  
o r i g i n a l  o u t l e t  which has col lapsed and i s  s i l t e d  up. Th is  w i l l  p rov ide a means 
o f  d ra in ing  the  r e s e r v o i r  i f  required. I n  the  meantime the  summer has ended 
w i th  the  r e s e r v o i r  f u l l  o f  water and i t  i s  no longer i n  danger of d ry ing  up, a 
f a c t  appreciated by the  sundry b i rds ,  frogs, newts and f i s h  which l i v e  in,  o r  



on, the  water and the c a t t l e  which d r i n k  from i t .  

The por ta l  o f  the Inc l i ned  Shaf t  had been f i l l e d  w i th  o l d  ca rs  and "chicken 
exhaust". This  has been cleaned out  b u t  i t  needs a handra i l  around the  area and 
the stonework requi res some r e p a i r  work t o  make i t  sound. A s t a r t  has been made 
t o  repa i r  the po in t i ng  t o  the Magazine and Smithy bu i ld ings .  

The s i t e  roads have been scraped c lean  and dressed w i t h  ( l imestone)  quarry 
waste. This  i s  not i n  keeping w i t h  t h e  mine's geology ( g r i t ,  shale and 
mudstone) bu t  i t  makes b e t t e r  roads and i s  e a s i l y  recognised as fo re ign  
material .  Moreover, i t  matches the  whiteness o f  the dumps whereas crushed 
sandstone would not be compatable. 

Work w i l l  cont inue through the w i n t e r  and next year i t  i s  intended t o  e rec t  
n o t i c e  boards t o  guide v i s i t o r s  around the  s i t e .  Anyone i s  welcome t o  v i s i t  the 
s i t e  b u t  PLEASE leave cars on the  road and walk up the p r i v a t e  t rack.  

There i s  s t i l l  p len ty  o f  work t o  be  done on the s i t e  and o f f e r s  o f  he lp  w i l l  be 
most welcome. Please contact Mike G i l l .  Tel: (0535) 635388. 

SOURCES OF COPPER FOR THE BRITISH BRONZE AGE 

A p r o j e c t  has been se t  up t o  determine the  o r i g i n  o f  the ores t h a t  were used i n  
the manufacture o f  copper a r t i f a c t s  du r ing  the B r i t i s h  Bronze Age. The work 
w i l l  be c a r r i e d  out a t  the I so t race  Laboratory, Department o f  Nuclear Physics a t  
Oxford Un ivers i ty .  

Lead Isotope and Trace Element a n a l y s i s  w i l l  be used t o  cha rac te r i se  the 
a r t i f a c t s  and ore  samples. I t  i s  hoped t h a t  by us ing t h i s  technique i t  w i l l  be 
poss ib le  t o  match the a r t i f a c t s  t o  reg iona l  ore sources, thus p rov id ing  a wealth 
o f  in fo rmat ion  on the t rad ing  rou tes  i n  Bronze Age B r i t a i n .  

To enable t h i s  work: t o  proceed i t  i s  necessary f o r  samples o f  lead and copper 
c~ res  t o  be made ava i lab le  f o r  ana lys is .  The samples o f  o re  requ i red  for 
ana lys i s  must no t  be weathered o r  ox id i sed  and d e t a i l e d  in fo rmat ion  r e l a t i n g  t o  
the source o f  the  ore i s  a l so  requi red.  

O f fe rs  o f  assistance w i th  t h i s  p r o j e c t ,  and requests f o r  f u r t h e r  in fo rmat ion  
should be addressed t o  Brenda Rohl, I s o t r a c e  Laboratory, Nuclear Fhysics, Oxford 
Un ivers i ty ,  Keble Rd, Oxford, O X 1  3RH. Tel: Oxford (0865) 237489. 

HAIG COLLIERY - WHITEHAVEN 

A r e p o r t  has been produced by Task Management Servicses f o r  Cumbria County 
Counci l  o u t l i n i n g  the h i s t o r y  of Haig C o l l i e r y  and s t a t i n g  why t h i s  c o l l i e r y  
should be preserved. I t  i s  hoped t h a t  the  pro. ject t o  preserve the s i t e  w i l l  
a t t r a c t  EEC Development funding. 

B r i t i s h  Coal have gone qu ie t  about a l l o w i n g  the Trust t o  take over t he  engine 
bu i l d ings .  There is ,  however, a worry t h a t  the b u i l d i n g s  w i l l  be vandalised. 
(CATMHS) 

COVENTRY COLLIERY, KERESLEY , WARW ICtSHIRE 

I n  1901 the Warwickshire Coal Company was reg is te red and i t s  shares were 
f loa ted .  The declared aim of t h e  Company was t o  develop a c o l l i e r y  on a l a r g e  
area o f  v i r g i n  coal  seams a t  Keresley, n o r t h  o f  the C i t y  o f  Coventry. 



!:cry l i t t l e  appears t o  have been done on the qround but  a l a r g e  number o f  t he  
shares were put-chased ~n iS(32 b v  tne  Caltness ;ison C U ~ D Z ~ V  o f  S ~ o t l a n a .  Aqaln 
'here was l i t t l e  a c t l v l t y  on the ~ t -ound but  rhere were nego t i a t i ons  w i t h  l o c a l  
landownet-s aimed a t  obtaining a i ~ a c e  on a l:t3ger area of coa l  seams. The o l d  
Company l i q u i d a t e d  in favour o f  the new Warwickshire Coal Company which pa id  
f270,000 i n  f u l l y  p a i d  up shares f o r  the assets. The Warwickshire Coal Company 
was r-egistered on 14th Febt-uary 1911 and he ld  an es ta te  o f  975 acres f reeho ld  
and 2,999 acres leasehold. The c a p i t a l  was f450,000. A11 of the  shares were 
he ld  by the  Coltness Ir-on Company, whose D i r e c t o r s  formed the  Board. 

Sink ing began i n  March 1912 and was completed a t  a depth o f  730 yards i n  
September 1917. The p i t  bottom was i n  the  Waywickshire Thick Coal which was 28 
fee t  t h i ck .  This  seam was made up o f  a number o f  seams o f  coa l  t h a t  had come 
together  i n  t h i s  at-ea. The main seams are, from the bottom up, t he  N ine  Foot, 
E l l ,  Rydet-, Bare and TWO Yard. The seam dipped westwards a t  1 i n  16. 

I t  was planned t o  produced 20,000 tons o f  coa l  per  week bu t  the  mine was 
developed s lowly  and i t  was not  u n t i l  1939 t h a t  1,011,566 tons were produced i n  
the year. I t  i s  s ta ted  t h a t  the c o l l i e r y  was p r o f i t a b l e  from 1924. 

Just p r i o r  t o  t he  Second World War a d r i l l i n g  programme t o  the  west o f  t he  
c o l l i e r y  located a f u r t h e r  6,000 acres of workable coal  and a new c o l l i e r y  was 
proposed. The i n t e r v e n t i o n  o f  t he  War stopped the  p lans from being developed 
and t h i s  coa l  was even tua l l y  worked from the  e x i s t i n g  shaf ts .  

I n  the  e a r l y  years o f  working the  method of  e x t r a c t i o n  was by t h e  Board and 
P i l l a r  system bu t  t he  l e v e l  o f  output  was d isappoint ing.  Experiments w i t h  the  
Longwall system were more promising and t h i s  developed i n t o  a r e t r e a t  system 
w i th  th ree  seperate faces, each 6 fee t  high, t ak ing  s l i c e s  out  o f  t h e  seam. The 
bottom s l i c e ,  the Nine Foot, was taken f i r s t ,  fol lowed about 15 yards behind by 
the Ryder s l i c ~ .  The TWO Yard s l i c e  fo l lowed a f u r t h e r  15 yards t e h i n d  the 
Ryder. Whi ls t  working under the  c i t y  o f  Coventry a modi f ied form o f  Board and 
F i l l a t -  sytem was used t o  minimise sur face subsidence. 

I n  order  t o  improve output  a b a t t e r y  e l e c t r i c  locomotive haulage system and a 
new coa l  p repara t ion  p l a n t  were i n s t a l l e d  i n  the 1960's. A "Homefire" smokeless 
f u e l  p l a n t  was constructed on the  s i t e  i n  1967 and t h i s  huge s t e e l  s t r u c t u r e  has 
dominated the area ever since. 

O r i q i n a l l y  steam winders were used a t  t he  c o l l i e r y .  One by Markham's o f  
Chester f ie ld ,  the  o ther  by Robey's o f  L inco ln .  E l e c t r i c i t y  f o r  use a t  the  
c o l l i e r y  was produced by tu rbo  a l t e r n a t o r s  t h a t  were dr iven by waste steam. 
These winders were replaced by e l e c t r i c  winders i n  1970. 

The e l e c t r i c  winder t h a t  was i n s t a l l e d  t o  serve the  Downcast Shaf t  had 
o r i g i n a l l y  been used a t  Moseley Common C o l l i e r y  i n  Lancashire. When t h i s  
machine had o r i g i n a l l y  been i n s t a l l e d  i t  had been described as t h e  " l a r g e s t  
winder i n  Europe". 

When the e l e c t r i c  winders were i n s t a l l e d  the  coa l  handl ing system i n  t h e  s h a f t s  
was changed by rep lac ing  the  mine cars  w i t h  12 tonne capac i ty  sk ips.  A f u r t h e r  
f i r s t  a t  t h i s  t ime was the  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  "Elt-am" e lec t ro -hydrau l ic  s k i p  
hand1 i n g  equipment. 

With the  complet ion o f  these mod i f i ca t i ons  the  c o l l i e r y  was producing 522,000 
tonne o f  coa l  annua l ly  w i t h  a workfot.ce o f  1,114 men. 

The pe r iod  o f  t ime t o  1990 saw the  e l i m i n a t i o n  of the " th ree  t i e r "  system o f  
~ o r k  and the extended use o f  h igh  technology shearer/powered support working a 
leaf ,  2 t o  4 metre t h i c k ,  from t h e  top o f  the  Warwickshire Thick Coal, i n  t h e  



convent ional longwal l  method. A f l b  m i l l i o n  coa l  preparat ion p lan t ,  which 
incorporated rapid loading f a c i l i t i e s ,  was a l s o  b u i l t .  A t  t h i s  stage the  
c o l l i e r y  was producing 1.2 m i l l i o n  tonnes per  year w i t h  a workforce o f  1,350 
men. 

Over recent  years losses, sa id t o  'un t o  f b  m i l l i o n  pe r  year, have in f luenced 
the dec is ion  t o  impose very h igh output t a r g e t s  on the  c o l l i e r y .  I t  has been 
sa id  t h a t  these t a r g e t s  were impossible t o  achieve and t h a t  t he  i n t e n t i o n  was t a  
lead t o  the c losu re  o f  the c o l l i e r y .  The c o l l i e r y  ceased product ion on 16th 
October 1991. 

B r i t i s h  Coal have s ta ted  tha t  the s i t e  w i l l  be c lea red  w i t h i n  two years. There 
i s  now on ly  one working co l l i e t - y  l e f t  on the  Warwickshire Coa l f ie ld .  This i s  a t  
Daw M i l l ,  near Ar ley  and i s  working the  upper lea f  of the  Warwickshire Thick 
Coal. 

N ige l  Chapman 

HOW MANY ACTIVE MINES ARE THERE IN THE UKf 

The o f f i c i a l  answer t o  the  above quest ion f o r  underground mining, as recognised 
by the  B r i t i s h  Geological  Survey, i s  263. There a r e  226 coa l  mines, 5 for 
me ta l i f e r rous  ores, the  remaining 32 mines are  f o r  miscellaneous mineral 
products. There a re  70 coal  mines l i s t e d  as being worked by B r i t i s h  Coal, b u t  
t h i s  number has been reduced s ince t h i s  reseach has been c a r r i e d  out. The 
remaining coa l  mines are operated p r i v a t e l y .  

The mines working metal i fet-rous and miscel laneous products as l i s t e d  i n  P M 
Hamis, D E Highley,  and K R Bent ley 's  (1991) D i r e c t o r y  o f  Mines and Quarr ies,  
1991, Th i rd  E d i t i o n  ( B r i t i s h  geological  Survey) are:- 

Minera l  Mine Locat ion  

Barytes 

F i r e c l a y  
Fluorspar  

Gypsum 

Honest one 

I r o n  o r e  
Limestone 

Anhydri t e  Newbiggin 
B a l l  c l a y  No 11 

Nos 5 & 6 
No 4 
Broadway 
Aldermoor 
Greenspecks 
Norden tJo 6 
Force Crag 
(Now c losed? 
Shibden No 2 
F r a i e r  ' S Grove 
M i  l ldam 
S a l l e t  Hole 
Longriggs 
Pirkshead 
Barrow 
Mat-b laeg i s  
Fau l d 
B r i g h t 1  ing  
Sund rum 
Qu i l k i es tone  
Florence 
Middleton 
Hayes Wood 
West wood 

Appelby, Cumbria 
Newton Abbot, Devon 

,I I ,  

Wareham, Dorset 
,I 

Corfe Castle, Dorset 
B r a i t h c  l i t e ,  Cumbria 

Ha1 i f  ax, W Yorks 
Rookhope, Durham 
Great Hucklow, Derbyshire 
Eyam, Derbyshire 
Appelby, Cumbria 

I ,  

Barrow on Soar, No t t s  
East Leake, No t t s  
Tutbury, S t a f f s  
Aobertsbridge, E Sussex 
S t a i r ,  S t ra thc lyde Region 

I ,  

Egremont, Cumbria 
W i  rksworth, Derbyshire 
Bath, Avon 
Bradford on Avon, W i  l t s  



Monks F a r k  
Potash Boulby 
S a l t  YeadowDan k 

t:; i lroot 
S i l i c a  sand Lochal i n e  
S la te  Manod 

Aber l l e fenn i  
T in  Geevor 

South C r o f t y  
Wheal Jane 
(Now c losed)  

Zinc Parys 

Cot-sham, W i  l t s  
Loftus, Cleveland 
Wins ford,  Cheshire 
Car r i ck f  ergus, Ant r i m  
Lochal ~ n e ,  Highland Region 
Elaenau F fes t i n iog ,  Gwynnedd 
Hachhynlleth, Gwynedd 
Pendeen, Cornwall 
Pool, Redruth, Cornwall 
Chacewater, Cornwal l 

Amlwch, Anglesey 

Paul W Sowan 

THE 21-d INTERNATIONAL SYMFOSIUM ON UNDERGROUND QUARRIES - NAPLES, JULY 1991 

Underground archaeology, whether of underground stone qua r r i es  o r  o f  a wider 
v a r i e t y  o f  subterranean s t ruc tu res ,  i s  c u r r e n t l y  a t t r a c t i n g  considerable 
a t t e n t i o n  throughout Europe w i t h  a c t i v e  s o c i e t i e s  i n  many c o u n t r i e s  pub l i sh ing  
well-produced journals. Dur ing the  l a s t  ten years o r  so the  members o f  these 
s o c i e t i e s  have been increasing the  contac t  w i th  each o ther  through v i s i t s ,  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  conferences and by correspondance. 

The Naples conference was h e l d  a t  a s tunning loca t ion ,  the  Caste1 d e l l  'Ovo, a 
f o r t i f i e d  rock j u t t i n g  out  i n t o  the  Bay o f  Naples. I t  was hosted by the  
Neapol i tan Sect ion o f  the  I t a l i a n  A lp ine  Club. Overseas representa t ives  were 
from the  UK ( t h e  w r i t e r  o f  t h i s  r e p o r t ) ,  the Netherlands, Czechoslovakia, France 
and the  USA. The papers presented d e a l t  w i t h  extensive underground aqueducts, 
quarr ies, and tunnels o f  Yaples and the curt-oucding areAS; and a v a r i e t y  o f  
quarry and non-quarry s t r u c  tu res  i n  Czechoslovakia, France, West Bohemia, 
Bu lgar ia  and South East England. 

Subterranea B r i t ann i ca  l a s t  he ld  an I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Conference i n  1978. The 
conference was based i n  Cambridge w i t h  v i s i t s  t o  Nottingham and the  Chatham 
f o r t i f i c a t i o n s .  Th is  conference a t t r a c t e d  massive support from i t ' s  French 
s i s t e r  organisat ion, Suciete Francaise d'Etudes des Souterrains. 

The next  UK I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Symposium i s  t o  be organised by Subterranea F r i t a n n i c a  
and w i l l  be based a t  Newton Fark, bath. I t  w i l l  he ld  on 7 t h  - 11th August 1992. 
F u l l  d e t a i l s  and booking forms are a v a i l a b l e  from Mrs S F Eeamon, Subterranea 
tit- i tannica, 2 Hot-ton St,  Royston, Het-ts, SG8 7AZ. (PUS) 

THE MINES OF IBERIA 

Two tou rs  have been p r o v i s i o n a l l y  arranged by Atalaya Tours L t d  f o r  1992. One 
w i l l  be v i s i t i n g  R io  T i n t o  and the  o the r  w i l l  be t o  the Mines o f  Andalucia. 

Fur ther  d e t a i l s  a re  a v a i l a b l e  from Ata laya Tout-s Ltd,  Ceinionfa, Feng la is  
Terrace, Aberystwyth, SY23 ZET. 

WHEAL JANE 

Carnon Consolidated have submit ted proposals t o  t u r n  the Wheal Jane Mine i n t o  a 
£35 m i l l i o n  leisut-e, t o u r i s t  and business complex. I t  i s  claimed t h a t  t h i s  i s  
the  o n l y  way t h a t  South C r o f t y  mine can be kept open and t h a t  i t  a l lows f o r  
Wheal Jane t o  be re-opened i n  the  f u t u r e  i f  the  p r i c e  of  t i n  r i s e s  s u f f i c i e n t l y .  




