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For decades a haltbelieved tale has circulated in

‘Coniston that the mountain tarn Levers Water is

stopped by a giant oak
plug which, if brea-
. ched, . would cause a.
:ﬂood.‘; fremte )
. Now a group of mines ex-
plocers have found it—a wixe
fodubigh by
oak bacrier in & tunnel 40 It
below the tum. The *“siop-
. opoc® yei‘s XHXMW more uhan
150 yejurs
The plug was: discovered
during exploration bf the 10D
Level workings at Condstomn

ings, which . also ve- .

Qo)

. yealed railways, ore wigons—
unkl even minery’ clogs—ladit
undisturbed sinoe fthe turn of
ftihe cenuury., - 3 .
Challenge

-1t is tihe most sigrificant seb

discoverics gince the Cwine

of

bria Amendly Toust Began ils
exploration of the Coniston
Cmines eight years ago, .

The irust began as a small

group of enthusiuats who wmw
the  pragticully LNEXPLoNed.
Oandston.  Copparmines
major chradlenga

Workings going back to tha -

Clabe 15005 woere  waploced
aroand Ited Dell anl  Paddy
Fuid, veveadmye weins of Gop~

cpar,  ventlont passeges  hwsds -
reds of foot deop und ooch-

-, sionally equiptoont Gett by

Exploration oo-ordinator
‘Pele Flenring sald: * e had -
1o adupt the fatest pot-dolayg
Cund  mouniainewfitg  peuh-
s miques and Jn nulay dnstances
“had to put dn fresh timber
rovic and rubble (o ensune

safe passage.”

There were idents :
underground -avakauciio nearty
sent one explocer  punbling
inde a deap chaum, One meme-
Yar Amipped and only B time
bar - buulk, avhich Lroke g
Lou, prevented o lomg full

But by last winter they were
Dewdy to explore Lo bop level
worldmes around Levews Witer
—ar opening to which had
bear spolted . four yoenns

- earlier-—and an ambitious .pro-
gramme of digging amn d
shoding up colapsed tunnels
Deganme

Peia said “We found a <0fp
ghait, highly coboured widy

woppar canbondle, ‘at the boup

of which we dwcovered ano«
ther tunmed whicly Ted Girosidy
benetth  Leverns Walew .
o M Wa  discovered it was
©completely sealed by awoodan

sfour-foet-widd .

w4

bamier and came to the con-

chuion  we had found ihe
Tong fost lumacy wivich had
boan delrberately sealed wie
five Jevel of Lvers Waler wild

naised o poovide watler power ;

mo‘ the mines.”
He addad: “ Thte plug was

the subject of local hearsay in

Conistoll, passed down over
fhe generations.  Many RSt

- laughed ank didnt believe it
. easted,™

The firdt villager Yhey told

of the find was  80-year-olkt

Harry Buiton wlw had omigi-

nalty told Truzt members of

" tiwe plug nale which had becn
passed on through hiis family.

Pete said: ** From what we o

have heard if the barnier wus
bresched the level of Levers
Water. would drop by 40 ft and

the aater swvould surge dowic |

theough the Copermines.”

Yla addest: * Although ‘that |

was @ highlighl st was rek-
divaly small in  comparison!:

* with the extent of tw work--
ings we hod dug opewn.”

Yo addition to 700 yands of

passage and worked out veins
Initiadly found, the removal of

2 major collapse opansd out a
funiher 1,000 yards of work- .

was St aocesgible.

Cings—and the entipe system

Pete said: "1t was as left

by Wie minars departing at ahe

. durn of the century . . . the
wene  complebe  with

tunnels
saliwiy Lines of vanying pat-
tarns and iwo fullsized ore
warons”

Tiwre were a wabteridrivon
vencilution system, luund-ope
mted  windlasses, drils—and:
wven ofogs and waver flasios
abandoned by the miners,

Equdpment ,
A side passage contalned a
. wein of OCobalt=—z mineral

.very rare in the Lake Dist-
wrict=and @ climbing cluin
led o @ platfonm on w level bher

Cxweady Brim el which vas

probubly the last morking
pincy in the mines,

All the equipmont has beerns
*Yalt in place so that otiher siu-
dents of indusimial archaeo«
Jogy and people interestel! i
mines exporaltion ¢an o and
see them in their nutural eo-
vironawart. .

Pes waid: “Some of the
jtems would be too large to
recover anyway but we fech
sk Tnose who ara inteneslad
el ocompetent o nl  ha
workings wich expert puaides
shwowd be able w oot twam
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