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MEET REPORT. 

SWALEDALE WEEKEND  AUGUST 22nd & 25rd 1987 

Saturday 22nd Aug. Grinton moor mine workings. 

 

Members present. 

 

A C-P-Thomas..... Meet Leader. 

S Sparkes. 

D Webb. 

D Borthwick. 

M Mitchell. 

A Danson. 

S C·P-Thomas.(+Imogene) 

C Wood-Johnson. .... Guest. 

 

Having assembled at the appointed place, at the appointed time (although the meet leader 

was a trifle tardy) and after two members had dealt with the electrolyte which had 

spewed forth from a light cell in the back of their vehicle, we made our way up to Devis 

Hole Level (SE 0516 9605) looking in briefly at Grinton Smelt Mill on the way.  At the 

entrance manway down to the level, where I was pleased to note that someone had made 

an effort to re-timber the original (1971 By M.S.G.) support, the meet leader stressed the 

particular hazards of this mine i.e. entrance crawl flooding in wet weather and also 

highlighted the fact that the weather fore-cast was unfavourable.  At this juncture Mike 

kindly offered to remain as surface support and he, Cheryth and Sheila (with the C.A.T. 

crèche) went to inspect the other Grinton Moor workings. 

 

A copy of the Moldywarps Speleogical Groups description of the workings is attached 

(see M.S.G. journal No.7) upon which I have highlighted the extent of our investigations. 

It should be noted that the sumps marked on the survey are not sumps in the cavers' sense 

(which was what I was expecting since the levels intersect many natural water worn 

passages, hence we took no S.R.T. gear with us) but are in fact shafts down, and I have 

appended the approximated depth of each on the survey.  Lower workings were noted 

down these shafts which would bear further investigation.  In fact the real Devis Hole 

(the huge self opens or natural caverns after which the mine is called) are allegedly down 

here somewhere.  These caverns are supposed to link Devis to Keldheads mine. 

 

The natural passages that we inspected in the central maze area provided some amusing 

route finding fun, the conclusion of which, crystal chamber, was a real gem of a grotto 

sporting natural stal formations of a quality rarely seen outside of Easgill. 

 

Don & Sam had left us earlier on (leaving Anne, Don and myself to do most of the 

exploration in Devis hole level) to have a look at other workings.  They met up with Mike 



& C0 and from what I can gather they inspected How level (SE 0426 9629) which they 

report as being stone arched for some 1500-2000 ft to a collapse. 

 

Emerging then at about 4:50pm, we had a quick look over the surface of the workings to 

look for a surface outcrop of the vein or perhaps a shaft providing a second entrance to 

the mine.  None were noted although visibility was low due to heavy mist.  A fell walker 

made mention to Don of a level a few hundred metres downstream from the bridge over 

Cogden Gill (bridge at SE 048 969) which we did not investigate but may lead to lower 

workings of the Devis mine. 

 

Conclusion. There is scope for further exploration here, especially down the shafts on 

South East level, this aside though; a major reason for visiting this mine must surely be 

the central maze area, an area which contains over a mile of phreatic passages in an area 

400x150ft, an area of immense geological interest. 

 

A. C-P-Thomas. 

29/9/87 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 


